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Of all the several parts of history $ that which sets forth 
the lives, and commemorates the most remarkable actions, 
sayings, or writings of famous and illustrious persons, 
whether in war or peace; whether many together, or any 
one in particular, as it is not the least useful in its self, 
80 it is in highest vogue and esteem among the studious 
and reading part of mankind. Tlie most eminent in this 
way of history were among the ancients Pl)itarch and 
Diogenes Laertius of the Greeks; the first v«Tote the lives, 
for the most part, of the most renowned heroes and war- 
riors of the Greeks and Romans; the other the lives of 
the ancient Greek philosophers; and Cornelius Nepos (or 
as some will have it AemiHus Probus) of the Latins, who 
wrote the lives of the most iUostrious Greek and Roman 
generals. Among the modems, Machiavel, a noble Flo- 
rentine, who elegantiy wrote the life of Castrucio Ca« 
stracano. Lord of Luca; and of our nation. Sir Fulk Gre- 
yil, who wrote the life of his most intimate friend Sir 
J^hilip Sidney: Mr. Thomas Stanly $ of Cumberlo- Green, 
fwho made a most elabcwate improvement to the foresaid 
Laertius, by adding to what he found in him, what by 
diligent search and enquiry he collected from other aui* 
thors of best authority. 

- Isaac Walton , who wrote the lives of Sir Henry 
Wotton, D. Donne; and for his divine poems, the adnured 
Mr. George Herbert. Lastiy, not to mention several 
other biographers of oonsiderabk note, the great Gas- 
sendus of France , the worthy celebrator of two no less 
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worthy subjects of his impartial pen; viz. the noble phi- 
losopher Epicurus, and the most politely learned virtuoso 
of his age, Ids country-man, Monsieur Periesk. And pity 
it is the person whose memory we haye here undertaken 
to porpetuate, by recounting the most memorable transac- 
tions of his life, (thoiigh his works sufficiently recom- 
mend him to the world) finds not a well-informed pen able 
to set him forth, equal with the best of those here men- 
tioned: for doubtless had his fame been as much spread 
through Europe, in Thuanus's tame as now it is, and 
hath been for seyeral years, he had justly merited from 
that great historian, an eulogy not inferior to the highest, 
by him giren to all the learned and ingenious that lived 
within the compass of ids history. For we may safely 
and justly affirm, that take him in all respects, for acu- 
men of wit, quickness, of apprehension, sagadty of judg- 
ment , depth of argument , and elegancy of style , as well 
in Latin as English, as weQ in verse as prose, he is 
scarce to be parallded by any tiie best of writers our 
nation hath in any age brought forth. He was bom in 
London, in a house in Bread-street, the lease whereof, 
as I take it, but for certain it was a house in Bread- 
street , becamo in time j^art of hts estate in the year of 
our Lord, 1606. His fieither, lahn Milton, an honest, 
worthy, and substantial dtizen of London, by profession 
a scrivener, to which profesnon he voluntarily betook 
himself, by the advice and assistance of an intimate friend 
of his, eminent in that calling, upon his being cast out 
by Ms father, a bigoted Roman Catholic, for embracing, 
when young, the Protestant faith, and abjuring the Pop- 
ish tenets; for he b said tp have been descended of an 
ancient family of the Miltons , of Milton , near Abington 
in Oxfo^rdshire; where they had been a long time seated, 
as appears by the monum«nts still to be seen in Milton 
church, till one of the family having taken the wnropg 
side , in th^ contests between the houses of York and 
Lancaster, was sequestered of alj his estate, but what he 
h^id by his vrife, However , certain it is , that this vo- 
catio/i he followed for many years, at his said house in 
Bread-street, with success suiti^le to his industry, and 
prudent conduct of his affairs; yet did he not so far quit 
his pwn generous ^pd ingeidou3 inclioitions, as to iftake 
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Idmflelf wholly a «laye to tho world : for he sometiiue^ 
fbuad vacant hours to the study (which he made his re- 
creation) of the noble science of music 9 in which h^ ad- 
vanced to that perfection, that as I have b^en told, and 
as I take it, by our author himself, he composed an II 
^opune of forty parts: for which he was rewarded with 
a ^Id medal and chain by a PoUsh prince, to whom he 
presented it. However, this is a truth not to be denied, 
that for several songs of his composition, after the way 
of these times, three or four of which are stiU to be 
seen in Old Wilby's set of drs, besides some compositions 
<tf his in Ravenscroft's Psalms, he gained the reputation 
of a considerable master in this most charming of all the 
Mberal sciences : yet all this while, he managed Ms grand 
afiEur of this world with such prudence and diligence that 
by, the as si sta n ce of divine providence favouring his 
honest endeavours, he gained a competent estate, whereby 
he was enabled to make a handsome provision both for 
the education and maintenance of his children; for three 
he had, and no more, all by one wife, Sarah, of the 
fanuly of the Castops, derived originally from Wa}es, A 
woman oi incomparable virtue and goodness; John, the 
eldest, the subject of our present work; Christopher, and 
an only daughter, Ann; Christophw being prindpally de- 
signed for the study oi the ccHnmon law of England, was 
entered young a student of the Inner-Temple, of which 
house he lived to be an ancient bencher, and keeping 
elose to that study and profesdon all his lifetime , except 
in the time of the civil wars of England; when being a 
great fieivourer and assertor of the king's cause, and ob- 
nozbus to the parliament's side, by acting to his utmost 
power agmnst them, so long as he kept his station at 
Reading; and after that town was taken by the parlia- 
ment forces, being forced to quit his house there, he 
steered his course according to the motion of the king's 
army. 

But when ihe war was en^ed with victory and suc- 
oess to the parliament party, by the valour of €reneral 
FairCepc, and the craft and conduct of Cromwell; and 
his compomtion made by the help of hb toother's inter- 
est, with the then prevailing power, he betook himself 
again to kia fonner study and profession, fi^Uowing cham- 
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ber~pracdce every term 9 yet came to no advancement in 
the world in a long time, except aom^ small employ in 
the town of Ipswich, where (and near it) he lived all 
the latter time of his life. For he was a person of a 
modest quiet temper, preferring jusdce and virtue before 
all worldly j^easore or grandeur : but in the beginning of 
the reign of King James the 11. for Ins known integrity 
and ability in the law, he was by some persons of qua- 
lity recommended to the king, and at a call of Serjeants 
received the coif, and the same^ day was sworn one of 
the barons of the exchequer, and soon after made one 
of the judges of the common pleas; but his years and 
indisposition not well brooking the fatigue of public em- 
ployment, he continued not long in either of these sta- 
tions, but having his quietus est, retired to a countiy 
life, his study and devotion* Ann, the only daughter of 
the said John Milton the elder, had a considerable dowry 
^ven her by her father , in marriage with Edward Phi- 
lips , (the son of Edward Philips of Shrewsbury ,) who 
coming up young to town, was bred tip in the crown 
office in chancery, and at length came to be secondary 
of the office under old IVIr. Bembo ; by him she had , be- 
sides other children that died infants, two sons yet sur- 
viving , of whom more hereafter ; and by a second hus- 
band, M. Thomas Agar, who (upon the death of his in- 
timate friend Mr. Philips) worthily succeeded in the place, 
which except some time of excludon before and during 
the interregnum, he held for many years, and left it td 
Mr. Thomas Milton (the son of the aforementioned Sir 
Christopher) who at this day executes it with great re- 
putation and ability. Two daughters, Mary who died 
very young, and Ann yet surviving.. 

But to hasten back to our matter in hand: John our 
author, who was destined to be the ornament and glory 
of his country, was sent, together vdth his brother, to 
Paul's school, whereof Dr. Gill, the elder, was then 
chief master ; where he was entered into the first rudi- 
ments of learning, and advanced therein with that ad- 
mirable success , not more by the discipline of the school 
and good instructions of his masters, (for that he had 
ano<lier master possibly at his father's house, appears 
by the fourth elegy of Ma Latin poemt written in hi* 
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eighteenth year , to Thomas Young , pastor of the EngKsh 
company of merchants at Hamborbngh, wherein he owns 
and stiles him his master) than by his own happy geraus, 
prompt wit and apprehension, and insuperable industry; 
for he generally sat up half the night, as w^ in rolun- 
tary improvements of his o>vn choice , as the exact per- 
fecting of his school exercises: so that at the age of 
fifteen he' was full ripe for academic leanung, and ac- 
cordingly was sent to the Umversity of Cambridge; 
where in Christ's College, under the tuition of a very 
endnent learned man, whose name I cannot eall to mind, 
he studied seven years , and took his degree of master of 
arts; and for the extraordinary wit and reading he had 
riiown in his performances to attain his degree, (some 
whereof spoken at a vacation exercise in his nineteenth 
year of age, are to be yet seen in his miscellaneous 
poems) he was loved and admired by the whole univer- 
sity, particularly by ihe fellows and most ingemous per- 
sons of his house. Among the rest ^ere was a young 
gentleman, one Mr. King, with whom, for hb great 
^leariung and parts, he had contracted a particular friend- 
ship and intimacy; whose death (for he was drowned on 
the Irish Seas in his passage from Chester to Ireland) 
he bewails in that most excellent monody in his foremen^* 
tioned poems, intitled Lycidas. Never was the loss of 
friend so elegantly lamented; and among the rest of his 
juvenile poems, some he wrote at the age of fifteen, which 
contain a poetical genius scarce to be paralleled by any 
English writer. Soon after he had taken his master's 
degree, he thought fit to leave the university: not upon 
any ^sgust or discontent for want of preferment, as some 
ill-willers have reported; nor upon any cause whatsoever 
forced to fly, as his detractors maliciously feign; but' 
from which aspernon he sufficiently clears himself in his 
second answer to Alexander Morus, the author of a book 
called Clamor Regii Sanguinis ad Caelum, the chief of 
his calumniators; in which he plainly makes it out, that 
after liis leaving the university, to the no small trouble 
of his fellow-collegiates , . who in general regretted Ids 
absence, he for the space of five years lived for the most 
part with his firiher and mother at their house at Hor- 
ton, near Colebrook, in Berkshire; whither his father 
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haying got an estate to hU content, and left off all bud* 
ness , was retired from the cares and fatigues of the 
world. Alter the said term of fiye years, his Aoiher then 
during, he was wiDing to add to his acquired leainiag th« 
obsenralien of foreign customs, manners, and institutions; 
and thereupon took a resolution to travel, more especially 
designing for Italy; and accordingly, with hb fair's 
consent and assistance , he pnt Inmaelf into, an equipage 
suitable to such a dedgn; and so intending to go by the 
way of France, he set out- for Paris, accompanied only 
with one man^ who attended him through all his travels | 
for his prudence was his guide, and his learning his in* 
troduction and presentation to persons of most eminent 
quality. However, he had also a most civil and obliging 
letter, of direction and advice &em Sir Henry Wotton, 
then provost of Eaton , and formerly resident embassador 
from King James the First to the state of Venice ; which 
letter is to be seen in the first edition of his miscellaneous 
poenoLS. At Paris being recommended by the said Sic Henry 
and othet persons of quality, he went first to wait upon 
my Lord Scudamore , then ambassador in France from 
King Charles the First My lord received him with won- 
derful civitity ; and understanding he had a desire to make 
a visit to the great Hugo Grodus, he sent several of hli 
attendants to wait upon him, and to present him in his 
name to that renowned docttur, and statesman, who was at 
that time ambassador firom Christina, Queen of Sweden, 
to the French king. Grotius. took the visit kindly, and 
gave him entertmnment suitable to his worth, ^d the high 
commendations he had heard of him. Aft^ a few days 
not intending to make the usual tour of France , he took 
his leave of my lord, who at his departure from Paris, 
gave him letters to the English merchants residing in any 
part through which he was to travel, in which they were 
requested to show him all the kindness, and do him all the 
good offices that lay in their pow^. 

From Paris he hastened on his journey to ISlca^ 
where he took shipping, and in a short space arrived at 
Genoa; from whence he went to Leghorn, thence to Pisa, 
and so to Florence : in this city he met with many charm- 
ing objects, which invited him to stay a longer time than 
he intended ; the pleasant mftuation of the place, the noble* 
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nesB of ike stradures, the exact humanity and ability of 
the inhabiiairta, the more poHte and refined aort of laft- 
gaage there, than elsewhere. During the time of Ms stay 
here, -which -was about two months; he "nsited aU the pri- 
vate academies of the city , which are places established 
.for the improvement of wit and learning, and maintained 
a correspondence and perpetual friendship among gentle* 
men fitly qualified for such an institution: and such sort 
of academies there are in all or most of the most noted 
cities in Italy. Visiting these places , he was soon taken 
notice of by the most learned and ingenious of the nobility, 
and the grand wits of Florence, -who caressed him with 
all the honours and civilities imaginable, particularly Ja- 
cobo Gaddi, Carolo Bati, Antonio Francini, Frescobaldo, 
Cultellino, Banmatthei and Clementillo: whereof Gaddi 
hath a large elegant Italian Canzonet in his praise : Dati, 
a Latin epistle; both printed before his Latin poems, to- 
gether vrith a Latin distick of the Marquess of Villa , and 
another of Selvaggi, and a Latin tetrastich of Giovanni 
Salsilli , a Roman. 

From .Florence he took his journey to Siena, from 
thence to Rome ; where he was detained much about, tiie 
same time he had been at Florence ; as well by his desire 
of seeing all the rarities and antiquities of that most glori- 
ous and renowned city, as by the conversation of Lucas 
Holstenius, and other learned and ingenious men; who 
highly valued his acquaintance, and treated him with all 
possible respect. 

From Rome he travelled to Naples, where he was 
introduced by a certain hermit, who accompanied him in 
his journey from Rome thither, into the knowledge ol 
Giovanni Baptista Manso , Marquess of Villa, a Neapoli- 
tan by birth, a person of high nobility, virtue and honour, 
to whom the famous Italian poet, Torquato Tasso, wrote 
his treatise de Amicitia; and moreover mentions him with 
great honour in that illustrious poem of his, intitied, Ge- 
rusalemme Liberata: this noble marquess received him 
with extraordinary respect and civility, and went with 
him himself to give him a sight of all that was of note 
and remark in the city , particularly the viceroy's palace, 
and waft often in person to viat him at his lodgings. More- 
over, thb noble marquess honoured him so far, as to 
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make a La^ distidi u^ his prtdae, aa hath hem already 
mentioned; inrhich being ho less pithy than short, though 
ahready in print, it will not be unworth the whHe hero 
to repeat. 

Utjaens, fsmui, deeor, faeles, rf*) pietas, itc, 

Noa Anglai, verum Herds Anfelai, ipse foret. 

In return of this honour, and in gratitude for the 
many fieivours and ciyilides received of him, he presented 
him at his departure with a large Latin eclogue, intitled, 
Mansus, afterwards published among his Latin poems. 
The marquess at his taking leave of him gave him this 
compliment, that he would have done him many more of- 
fices of kindness and ciyiUty, but was therefore rendered 
Snpacable in regard he had been over-liberal in his speech 
against the religion of the country. 

He had entertained some thoughts of passing over 
into Sicily and Greece, but was diverted by the news he 
received from England, that affairs there were tending 
towards a civil war; thinking it a thing unworthy in him 
to be takuig his pleasure in foreign parts, while bis coun- 
trymen at home were fighting for their liberty: but first 
resolved to see Rome once more; and though the merchants 
gave him a caution that the Jesuits were hatchmg designs 
against him, in case he should return thither, by reason 
of the freedom he took in all his discourses of religion; 
nevertheless he ventured to prosecute his resolution, and 
to Rome the second time he went, determining with him- 
self not industriously to begin to fall into any discourse 
about religion; but, being asked, not to deny or endea- 
vour to conceal his own sentiments. Two months he staid 
at Rome; and in all that time never flinched, but was 
ready to defend ttie orthodox faith against aU opposers; 
and so well he succeeded therein , ^ that good providence 
guarded him, he went safe from Rome back to Florence, 
where his return to his firiends of that city was welcomed 
with as much joy and affection, as had it been to his friends 
and relations in his own country, he could not have come 
a more joyful and -<^lcome guest. Here, having stayed 

*) TWs wora relate* to hli beiog a Protestaat nst a Ro* 
»aa Catholic. 
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aa long as at his first coming, except an excursion of a 
few days to Luca, croanng the Apennine, and passing 
through Bononia and Ferrara, he arrired at Venice, whore 
when he had spent a month's time in viewing of that state- 
ly dty, and slumped up a parcel of cnrions and rare 
bodes which he had pidced np in his travels; pardctdariy 
a chest or two of choice nmsdc-bodks , of the best masters 
flourishing about that time in Italy, nmnely, Luca Mar 
renzo, Monte Verde, Horatio Vecchi, Cafa, tiie prince 
€^ Venosa, and. several others , he took his course through 
Verona, Milan, and the Poenine Alps, and so by the Lake 
Leman to Geneva, where he staid for some time, and 
had daily converse with the most learned Giovamu Deo- 
dati^ theology-professor in that city, and so returning 
through France , by the same way he had passed it going 
to Italy, he, after a peregrination of one complete year 
and about three months, arrived safe in JSngland, about 
the time of the king's making Ids second expe^tion against 
the Scots. Soon after his r«tum, and -nsits paid to his 
fiath«r and other friends , he took him a lodging in St. 
Blue's church-yard, at the house of Russel a tailor, where 
he first undertook the education and^ instruction of his sis*- 
tor's two sons, the younger whereof had been wholly com* 
fflitted to his charge and care. And here by the way, 
I judge it not impertinent to mention the many authors 
both of the Latin and Greek , which through his excellent 
judgment and way of teaching , far above the pedantry of 
common public schools, (where stich authors are scarce 
ever heard of) were run over within no greater compass 
of time, even than from ten to fifteen or sixteen years of 
age. Of the Latin the four grand authors Pe Re Ru- 
stica, Cato, Varro, Columella, and Palladius; Corne- 
lias Celsus , an ancient physician of the Ron^ms $ a great 
part of Pliny's Ni^niral Histoary, Vitruvius's Architecture, 
Frontinus's Stratagems, with the two egregious poets, 
Lucretius and ManiKus. Of the Greek , Hesiod , a poet 
equal vdtii Hom«r; Aratus's Phaenomena and Diosemeia, 
Bimiysius, Afer de situ Orbis, Oppian's Cynegeticks and 
HaUeuticks. Quintus Calaber's poem of the Trojan War, 
continued from Homer | Apolloidiis Rhodius's Argonauticka, 
and in prose, Plutarch's Pladta Philosophorum, U^qi^ Uai' 
9mv 'Jymyiagt Genvbwa'a Astronomy ; Xenophon's Cyri Ia« 
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stitutio et Anabasis 9 Aelian^s Tactics «• a^ Polyaetitis's 
Warlike Stratagems; thus thy teaching ^ be in some mea- 
*8ure increased his own knoi/iiedge , haying the. reading of 
all these authors as it were by proxy; und all tiiis might 
possibly hxve condaeed to the preserving of his eye^nght, 
bad he not mor^oirer, been perpetually bnsied in his- own 
laborious undertakings of the bode or pen« Nor did the 
time thus studionsly employed in conquering the Greek 
and Latin tongues Hnder the attaining to the chief Orient- 
al languages, riz. the Hebrew, CSialdee, and Syriac, «o 
far as to go through the Pentateuch , or Fire Books of 
Moses in Hebrew, to make a good entrance into the Tar- 
gum or Chcddee Paraphrase, and to fmderstand seyeral 
chapters of St Matthew in the Syriac Testament, bendes 
an introduction into several Arts and Sciences, by read- 
ing Urstisius's Arithmetic, Riff's Geometry, Petiscus's 
Trigonometry , Joannes de Sacro Bosco de Spha^ra ; and 
into the Italian and French tongues, by reading in Ita- 
lian €KoTan Yillam's-History of the Transactions ^betw^en 
several petty States of Italy ; and in French a great part 
of Pierre I>avity, the famous Geographer of FVance in 
ids time. The Sunday's work was for the most part the 
reading each day a chapter of the Crreek Testament, and 
hearing his learned exposition upon the same (and how 
this sayoured of Atheism in him , I kare to the courteous 
backoiter to judge). The next work after this was the 
>vriting from his own dictatbn, some part, from time to 
time , of a Tractate', which he thought fit to collect from 
the ablest of diyines , who had written of that subject, 
Amesius , Wellebius , &c. viz. A perfect System of Divin- 
ity , of which more hweafter. Now persons so far mai^ 
ducted into the highest paths of literature, both divine 
and human, had they rec^ved his documents with the 
same acuteness of wit and apprdiension, the same indus^ 
try, alacrity, and thirst after knowledge, as the instruc- 
tor was endued with , what prodigies oi wit and learning 
might they have proved ! the scholars* might in some de^ 
gree have come near to the equalling of the master, or at 
least have in some sort made good what he seems to pre- 
dict in the close of an elegy he made in tiie seventeenth 
year of his age , upon the death of one of hia sister's childr 
ren , (a daughter) who diad ii^ her infancy; 
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Tlwn tboii tlie Bother of itf eveet a child, 

Her false lmaglA*i Iom eesse to laffieat. 

And vitely lean to curh tiiy son^irv ^Id'; 

Thia if thoa do, he will an olfipTiBi^ give,- ) 

That to the world^e last end, shall make thjr name to Ifve. 

Bui to retorn to the thread of our discourse; he made 
no long stay in his lodgings in St. Bride^s church-yard; ne~ 
cessity of haying a place to dispose his books in, and other 
goods fit for the furnishing of a good handsome house, 
hastening him to take one ; and accordingly a pretty gar- 
den-house he took in Aldersgatestreet, at the end of an 
entry ; jand therefore the fitter for his turn , by the reason 
of the privacy , besides that there are few streets in Lon- 
don more free from noise than that 

Here first it was that his academic erudition was put 
in practice y and yigourousty proceeded , he himself giying 
an e:^mple to those under him , (for it was not long after 
his taking this house, ere his elder nephew was put to 
board with him also) of hard study, and spare diet; oidy 
tliis advantage he had, thit once in three weeks or a 
month, he would drop into the society of some young 
.sparks, of his acquaintance, the chief whereof were Mr. 
Alphry, and Mr. Miller, two gentlemen of GrayVLm, 
the beaus of those times , but nothing near so bad as those 
now-a-days; with these gentlemen he would so far make 
bold with his body , as now and then to keep a gaur 
dy day. 

In this house he con^ued several years , in the one 
or two first whereof, he set out several treatises, viz. 
4hat of Refomation ; that against Prektlcal Episcopacy; 
4he Reason of Church Government ; t&e Defence of Smeo- 
timnuus , at least the greatest part of them, but as I take 
it, all; and some time after, one sheet of Education, 
vddch he dedicated to Mr. Samuel Hartlib , he that wrote 
so much of husbandry; tJiis sheet is printed at the «nd of 
:die secoad edition of his poems ; and lastly, Areopagitacs. 
Boring the time also of his continuance in this house, 
there fell out several occasions of the increadng of his fa- 
mily. His father, who till t^ taking of Reading, by the 
Earl of Essex's forces, had lived with his other son at 
his house there; was upoo thact sons's dissettkment neoM- 
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■itated to betake hiniBelf to this bis eldest son, with 
whom he liyed for some years, even to his dying day. In the 
next place he had an addition of some scholars, to which 
may be added, his entering into matrimony; but he had 
his wife's company so small a time, that he may Well be 
said to have become a single man again soon after. About 
Whitsuntide it was, or a little after, that he took a jour- 
ney into the country , nobody about him certsdnly knowing 
the reason , or that it wa^ any more than a journey of re- 
creation. After a month's stay , home he returns a married 
man , that went out a bachelor ; his wife being Mary , the 
eldest daughter of Mr, Richard PoweD , then a justice of 
peace , of Forrest-hill, near Shotoyer, in Oxfordshire, some 
few of her nearest relations accompanying the bride to her 
new habitation, which by reason the fsither nor any body 
else were yet come , was able to receive them , where Ith^ 
feasting held for some days , in celebration of the nuptials, 
and for entertainment of the bride's friends. At length 
they took their leave, and retunung to Forrest-Mil, left 
tiie sister behind , probably not much to her satisfaction, 
as appeared by the sequel ; by that time she had for a 
month or thereabout , led a philosopliical life (after ha^g 
been used to a great house , and much company and jovial^ 
ity.) Her friends, possibly incited by her own desire, 
made earnest suit by letter , to have her company the re~ 
maining part of the summer, which was granded, on con- 
dition of her return at the time appointed, Mchaelmas, or 
thereabouts: in tiie mean time came his father, and some of 
the forementioned disciples. And now the studies went on 
with so much the mcnre vigour , as there were more hands 
and heads employed, the old gentieman living wholly re- 
tired to his rest and devotion, without the least trouble ima- 
ginftble. Our author, now as h were, a single man again, 
made it his chief diversion, now and then in an evening, 

to visit the lady Margaret Lee , daughter to the Lee, 

Earl of Marlb«rough, lord high treasurer of England, 
and president of the privy council to King James the First 
This lady being a woman of great wit and ingenuity, had 
a particular honour for him , and took much delight in his 
company, as tikewise her husband. Captain Hpbson, a 
very accomplished gentleman ; and what esteem he at the 
time had for her, iq^pean by a sonnet he nade in 
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praiiseF of her, to be seen amoBg his other sonnets in his ex- 
tant poems. MichaelHias being come, and no news of his 
¥dfe^8 retnm , he sent for her by letter , and receiving no 
answer, sent sereral other letters, fwhidi were also unan- 
swered; so that at last he dispatched down a foot messen- 
ger with a ietttf » desiring her retom; but the messenger 
came ba<^ not only without an answer, at least a satisfac- 
tory one, but to the best of my remembrance, reported 
that he was dismissed with some sort of contempt. This 
proceeding, in all probability, was grounded upon no other 
cause but this, namely, that the family being generally 
addicted to the cavalier party, as they called it, and some 
of them possibly engaged in Ihe king's service, who by 
this time had his head quarters at Oxford, and was in some 
prospect of success , they began to repent them of hav- 
ing matched the eldest daughter of the family to a person 
80 contrary to tii^n in opinion , and thought it would be a 
blot in theu* escutcheon whenever that- court should c^me 
t9 flourish agidn; however, it so incensed our author that 
he thought it would be dishonourable ever to receive her 
again , after such a repulse , to that he forthwith prepared 
to fortify himself with arguments for such a resolution, 
and accordingly wrote .two treatises, by which he un- 
dertook to maintain , that it was against reason (and the 
enjoyment of it not proveable by scripture) for any married 
couple disagreeable ifi humour and temper , or having an 
av^rdon to each , to be forced to Hve yoked together all 
their days. The first was, his Doctrine and Disdpline of 
DivcMTce; of which there was printed a second edition, 
with some-additions. The ether in prosecution of the first, 
was styled TetrachordoB. Theil the better to confirm his 
own opinion, by the attestation of others, he set out a 
piece called the Judgment of Martin Bucer , a protestant 
mimster, being a translation out of that reverend divine, 
of some part of his works ^ exactiy agreeing with him in 
aentiment. Lastiy, he wrote in answer to a pragmatical 
clerk , wo would needs give himself the honour of writing 
against so great a man , his Colasterion , or Rod of Gor-^ 
rection f^ a Saucy Impertinent Not very long after the 
setting forth of tiiese treatises , having application made to 
him by several gentlemen of his acquaintance, for the edu- 
cation of^ their sons, as understanding haply the progress 
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he had infixed hy his fimt undertakings of that nature, Im» 
laid out for a larger house , and soon found it out; but in 
the interim before he removed, there fell oui a fassage» 
which though it altered, not the whole <)our»e he was going 
to steer, yet it put a stop or rather an end to a grand 
afiEair, which was more than probably thought to be thei| 
in agitation. It was, indeed, a design of marrying one of 
Dr. Davis's daughters , a very handsome and witty gentle^ 
woman, but averse as it is said to this motion; how^ 
ever, the intelligence Mreof, and the then decUiung 
state of the king's cause, and consequently of the <ar** 
cumstances of Justice Powell's family, caused them to 
set all engines on work , and to restore the late married 
woman to the stotion wherein they a littie before had 
planted her; at last this device was pitched upon. There 
dwelt in the.Lane of St. Martin's le Grand, which was 
hard by, a relation of our author's, one lUackborough* 
whom it was known he often visited, and upon this occa- 
(uon the visits were the more narrowly obson^, and po«- 
dbly there might be a combination between both parties; 
the friends on both sides concentring in the same action 
though on different behalfs. One time above tlfe rest, h» 
making his usual visit, the wife was ready in another 
room, and on a sudden he was surprised to see one whom 
ho thought to have never seen more, making subnussion 
and begging pardon on her knees before him; he might 
probably at first make some shew of aversion and rejection; 
but partiy his own generous nature , more indini^le to re* 
conciliation than to perseverance in anger and revenge; 
and partiy the strong intercession of friends on both sides 
soon brought him to an act of oblivion, and a firm league 
of peace for tiie future ; and it was at lengUi concluded, 
tiia^ she should remain at a Mend's house till such time as 
^e was settied in his new house at Barbican, and all things 
for her rec^tion in order; the plai:e agreed on for her pre- 
sefit abode was the widow Webber's house in St. Clement's 
diuroh-yard, whose second daughter had been married to 
the other broths many years before; the first fruits of her 
return to her husband was a br&ve girl, bom within a 
year after; though, whether by ill constitotion'Or want of 
carot ^c grew more and more decrepit. But it was not 
only by children tiiat she incrwised the number o{ the for 
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mily, for in 90 very long fame aft^ her coBcniig^ she had 
a great resort of her kindred -with her in the house , vi^ 
her father and mother , and several of her brothers and 
sisters, wMch were in all pretty nomerOus; who upon 
hi» f ather^s sickening and dying soon after , went away. 
And now the house looked again tike a house of the Muses 
only, though ihe accession of scholars was not great. Pos- 
sibly his proceeding thus far in the education of youth may 
have been the occasion of sotae of his adversaries caiUng 
him {Pedagogue and schoolmaster, l^ereas it is well 
known he never set up for a public school to teach all th^ 
young fry of a parish , but only was wilMng to impart his 
learning and knowledge to relations , and the sons of some 
gentlem^ that were his intimate friends; besides, that 
neither his converse, nor his writings, nor his manner of 
teaching , ever savoured in the least any thing of pedant- 
ry; and probably he might have some prospect of putting 
in practice his academical institution, ao^arding to the mo- 
del laid down in his ^eet of education. The progress of 
which design was afterwards diverted by a series of alte- 
ration inr the affairs of state ;# for I am muoh mistaken if 
there were not about this time a design in agitation of 
making him adjutant -general in Sir William Waller's 
asmy; but the new modelling of the army soon Ibllowing, 
proved an . obstruction to that. design; and Sir > William's 
eommissidh being laid down, as the common raying is, 
to turn cat ia pan; It was not long after the march of 
Fairfax tdid Cromwell through the city of London with 
the whole .army,' to qudl the insurrections. Brown and 
Massey^ now malcontents also, were endeavouring to raise 
in iim city against the army's proceedings, ere he left his 
great house in Barbican , and betook himsetf to a smaller 
in High Ho^orn , among those that open backward into 
Lincoln's-Inn-^elds , here he lived a private and quiet life, 
still prosecuting his study and curious search into know- 
ledge, ihe i^and afiiedr porpetaally ^f his Ijife; till sudf 
time as the war being now at an end, with complete vic^ 
tory to the parliament's side , as the parliament then stoo4 
purged «f all its dissenting memb^s, and the kiag after 
some treaties ^th the army, reinfecta, brought tp his 
trial ; the form of government being now changed into a 
fne steite^ he was h^eupon obliged to write a treatise) 
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called the Tenure of Kings and Magistrates. After which 
Ms thoughts were bent upon retiring again to his own pri- 
rate studies-, and falling upon such subjects as his proper 
genius prompted him to write of ^ among which was the 
history of our own nation from the beginning tiU the Nor- 
man conquest, wherein he had made some progress. When 
for this his last treatise, reviving the fame of^ other things 
he had formerly published, being more and more taken 
notice of for his excellency of stile, and depth of judgment, 
he was courted into the service of this new commou'W^alth, 
and at last prevailed witii (for he never hunted after pre- 
ferment, nor affected the tintamar and hurry of public busi- 
ness) to take upon him the office of Latin secretary to 
the counsel of state ; for all their letters to foreign princes 
and states; for they stuck to this noble and generous re- 
solution, not to write to any, or receive answers from 
them , but in a language most prpper to maintain a corre- 
spondence among #.e learned of all nations in this part of 
the world ; scorning to carry on their affiedrs in the wheed- 
ling, lisping jargon of the cringing French, expecially hav- 
ing a minister of state able to cope with the ablest any 
prince or state could employ for the Latin tongue; and so 
well he acquitted himself in this station, ihai he gained 
from abroad hoth reputation to himself, and credit to the' 
state that employed him ; and it was well the business of 
his office came not very fast upon him ; for he i^a&' scarce 
well warm in his secretaryship before other work flowed 
in upon him, which took him up for some considerable 
, time. In the first place there came out a book said to 
have been written by the king , and finished a little before 
his death, entitled, Eixcov BatfUixi^, that is. The Royal 
Image} a book highly cried up for its smooth style, and 
pathetical composure; wherefore to obviate the impression 
it was like to make among the many, he was obliged to 
write an answer, which he entitled EiHovoHXaarrig ^ or 
Ima e-breaker; and upon the heels of tiiiat, out comes in 
public the great Kill-cow of Christendom, with his De- 
fensk) Regis contra Fopulum Anglicanum ; a man so famoos 
and cried up for his Plinian Exercitations , and other 
pieces of reputed learning, that there could no where have 
been found a champion that durst lift up the pen against 
■o formidable an adversary, had not «ur little Engtiah 



MR; JOHN MILTON. 



Dayid h^A the course to undertake this geeat French 
CroUah , to whom he ^a?^ such a hit |n the forehead, that 
he presently staggered , and soon after fell ; for immediate- . 
\y upon the comipg out of the answer, entitled, Pefeniio 
PopuU AngUipani, contra Claudium Anonymum, &c. he 
that ^ then had been <^ef mimster and supeijjiteadant 
in the court of the iefyrned, Christina, Queen of Sweden, 
d¥vindled in esteem to that degree, that he at last vouch- 
safed to speak to the meanest servant. I^ short, he was 
dismissed with so cold and ^ghting an adieu, that aftw 
a fsdnt dying reply, he was glad to imve recourse to death* 
the remedy «f evils, and ender of controversies, and now 
I presume our author had some breathing space; but it 
was not long ; for though Salmasiu^ was departed , he left 
some stings behind, new enemies started up, barkers, 
though no g^eat biters; who the first assertor of 8alma- 
sius^s cause w^t is not certainly ki^owQ) but variously 
conjectured ^* some ^^PPpsing it to be one Janus, a Law- 
yer of Gray's -Lm^ some Dr. Bramhal, made by King 
Charles the Second, after, his restoration, Ardibishop of Ar- 
magh in Ireland; but whoever the author was, the book 
was thought fit to be taken into correction^ and our author 
not thinkijjg it worth his own undertaking, to the disturb- 
ing the progress of whatever more chosen work he had 
then in hands , committed this task to the youngest of his 
nephews, but with such exact emendations before it went 
to the press, that it might have very well have passed 
fiDr his , but that he was willing the person that took the 
pmns to prepare it for his examination and polishment, 
should have the name and credit >of being the author; so 
that it came forth under this title, Joannis Philippi Angli 
Defensio pro Populo Anglicano contra, &c. during the 
writing and publishing of this book, he lodged at one 
Thompson's » next door to the Bullr-Head tavern at Char- 
ing Cross , opening into the Spring Garden, which seems 
to have been only a lodging taken, till his designed 
apartment in Scotland Yard was prepared for him ; for 
hither he soon removed from the fores^d place ; and here 
his third child, a son, was bom, which through the ill 
usage , or bad constitution of an ill chosen nurse , died an 
infant; from this apartment, whether he thought it not 
healthy, or otherwise convenient for his use, or what- 

♦a 



xxn THE LIFE OF 

^essasssssssssSsssssssssssssBS 



ever else was the reason, he soon after took a pretty gar- 
den-house in Petty France , in Westminster , next door to 
• the Lord Scudanunre's, and opening into St James's Park ; 
here he remained no less than eight years, namely, firom 
the year 1652, till within a few weeks of King Charles 
the Second*« restoration. In this house his first wife 
dying in childbed, he married a second, who after a yearns 
time died in childbed also; this second marriage was 
about two or three years after his being wholly deprived 
of sight , which was just going about the time of his ans- 
wering Salmasius ; whereupon his adversaries gladly take 
occasion of imputing his blindness as a judgment upon him 
for his answering the king's book , Scc^ whereas; it is most 
certainly known that his sight, what with his continuat 
study , his being subject to a head-ache , and his perpe- 
tual tampering with physic to preserve it , had been de- 
caying for above a dozen years before, and the sight of 
one for a long time clearly lost. Here he wrote, by his 
amanuensis, his two answers to Alexander M^re; who upon 
the last answer quitted the field. So that being now quiet 
from state-adversaries and public contests , he had leisure 
again for his own studies and private designs; which 
were his foresaid History of England , and a new Thesau- 
rus Linguae Latinae, according to the manner of Stephanus^; 
a work he had been long since collecting from his own 
reading , and still went on with it at times , even very 
near to his dying day; but the papers after his death 
were so discomposed and deficient , that it could not be 
made fit for the press; however, what there was of it, 
was made use of for another dictionary. But the height 
of his noble fancy and invention began now to be seriously 
and mainly employed in a subject worthy of such a Muse, 
viz. A heroic poem, entitled. Paradise Lost; the noblest 
in the general esteem of learned and judicious persons, of 
any yet written by any either ancient or modern : this sub- 
ject was first designed a tragedy , and in the fourth book 
of the poem there are six verses , which several years be- 
fore the poem was begun , were shewn to me , and some 
others, as designed for the very beginning of the s^ 
tragedy. The verses are these : 
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thou thai witli surpatsidi^ glory crownM ! 
Iiook'st from tfay sole domiaioii , like the God 
Of this new Vorld ; at whose night all the ftan 
Hide their diminishM heads) to thee 1 call 
Bat with no friendly voice; and add thy name 
Q Sun I to tell thee how I hate thy heams 
That hring to mjr remembrance, fynm what state 

1 fell; how glorioui once abore thy ipherei 

Till pride and worse ambition threw me down, ^ 

Warring iu Heaven, against He»ven*a glorious King. 

Tbere is another very remarkable passage in the compo- 
snre of this poem , which I have a particular occasion to 
remember; for whereas I had the perusal of it from the 
very beginning: for some years as I wont from time to 
time to visit him , in a parcel of ten , twenty , or thirty 
verses at a time, which being written by whatever hand 
came next » might possibly want correction as to the ortho- 
graphy and pointing ; having as the summer came on , not 
been shewed any for a considerable while , and desiring 
the reason thereof, was answered, that his vein never 
happily flowed , but from the autunmal equinoctial to the 
yernal , and that whaftever he attempted was never to his 
satisfaction , though he courted his fancy never so much ; 
■o that in all the years he was about this poem^ he may 
be said to have spent but half his time therein, It was 
but a little before the king's restoration that he wrote 
and published his book in defence of a commonwealth; 
■o undaunted he was in declaring his true sentiments to the 
world ; and not long before, his power of the civil magis- 
trate in ecclesiastical affairs; and his treatise against Hire- 
lings, just upon the king'* coming over; having a little 
before been sequestered from his office of Latin secretary, 
and the salary thereunto belonging, he was forced to 
leave his house also , in Petty France , where all the time 
of his abode there, which was eight years , as above-men- 
tioned, he was frequently visited by persons of quality 
particularly my Lady Ranala, whose son for some time 
he instj;ucted ; all learned foreigners of note , who could 
not part out of this city , without giving a visit to a per- 
son so eminent; and lastly, by particular friends that had 
a high tsteepi for him , viz, Mr. Andrew Mar\'61 , young 
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Lanrence , (the son of him that was president of Oliver's 
council) to whom there is a sonnet among the rest, in 
his printed poems; Mr. Marchamo^t,Needham, tlie writer 
of Politicus; bnt above all, Mr. Syriak Skinner, whom 
he honoured with two sonnets, one long since public 
among his poems ; the other but newly printed. His next 
removal was, by the advice of those that wished him 
well, and had ^ concern for his preservation, into a place 
of retirement and abscondence, till such time as the cur- 
rent of affairs for the future shoidd instruct him what 
farther course to take ; it was a friend's house , in Bar- 
,tholomew Close, where he lived till the act of olivion 
came forth, which it pleased God proved as favourable 
to him as could be hoped or expected , through the inter- 
cession of some that stood his friends both in council and 
parliament; particularly in the House of Conunons, Mr. 
Andreyr Marvel, a member for Hull, acted vigorously in 
his behalf, and made a considerable party for him; so 
that, together with John Goodwin, of Coleman Street, 
he was only so far excepted as not to bear any office in 
the commonwealth. Soon after appearing again in public, 
he took a house in Holbom , near Red*Lion Fields, where 
he stayed not long before his pardon having passed the 
seal , l^e removed to Jewin Street , there he lived when 
he marfted his third wife, recommended to him by his old 
fjiend Dr. Paget, in Coleman Street; but he stayed not 
long after his new marriage ere he removed to a house in 
the Artillery-walk, leading to BunhiU Fields. And this 
was his last stage in this world , but it was of many years 
continuance , more perhaps than he had had in any other 
place besides. Here he finished his noble poem, and pub- 
lished it in the year 1666; the fir^ edition was printed 
in quarto, by one Simons, a printer, in AJdersgate Street; 
the other in a large octavo , by Starky , near Temple Bar, 
amended, enlarged, and differently disposed as to the 
number of books, by his own hand — that is by his own 
appointment; the last se^ forth many years since his death 
in a large folio , with cuts , added by Jacob Tonson. 
Here it was also that he finished and published his history 
ni our nation till the conquest , aU complete so far as he 
went, some passages only excepted, which being thought 
too sharp against the clergy, couM not pass the hand of 
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ihe lieencer , were in ihe htodit trf the late Earl of Angle- 
sey, while he lived, where at present is uncertMn. It 
cannot certainly be concluded ^en he wrote his excellent 
tragedy entilied Sam^ota Agonistes, \mt sure enou^ it is 
th&t it came foi^h itfter his pubUcadon of Paradise Lost, 
togetheir with his otiier )M>em caited Paradise Regained, 
which devbtlete was beguil and finished and printed alt^ 
ihe other was poblished, and tiiat in a WonderM short 
space, considering Ihe snblimeness of it$ however ^ it is 
generally censured to he much inferior to the other, though 
he could not hear with patience any such thing when re- 
lated to Mm ; possibly the subject may not afford such va- 
ridty of invention , but it is thought by the most judidous 
to be little or nothing iitferior to the odier for style and 
decorum. The said Earl of Anglesey , whom he presentr- 
ed with a copy of the ui^eensed pap^s of his history^ 
came ofl«n here to visit him, as very much coveting his 
society and converse, as likewise others of the nobility, 
and many persons of eminent quality ; nor were Ae visits 
of foreigners ever more frequent than in this place, almost 
to his dying day. His treatise of true Reli^on, Heresy, 
Schism and Toleratipn, &c. was doubtless the last thing of , , 
Ms writing that was published before his death. He had, 
as I remember , prepared for the press an answer to some 
litde scribing quack in London, who had written a scurri- 
lous libel against him, but whether by ihe dissuasion of 
friends , as thinking him a fellow no worth his notice , or 
for whatever cause I know not, tMs answer was never pub- 
lished. He died in the year 1673, towaids the latter end 
of the summer, and had a very decent int^ment according 
to Ms quality, in the church of St. Giles, Cripplegate, 
being attended from his house to the church by several 
gentlemen then in town, his prindpal well-wishers and 
admirers. He had three datightera, who survived him 
many years , (and a son) all by Ms first wife , (of whom 
sufiFicient mention hath been made). Anne, Ms eldest, as 
abovesaid , and Meity , Ms second, who were both bom at 
.Ms house in Barbican; and Debora, the youngest, who is 
yet living , bom at his house in Petty France , between 
whom and his second daughter, the son, named John, 
was bom as abovementioned , at Ms apartment in Scotiand 
Yard. By his second wife, Catharine, the daughter of 
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Captain Woodcock, of Hackney, he had only one daugh^ 
ter , of which the mother^ the first year after her marriage, 
died in childbed, and the child also within a month after. 
By his third wife, Elizabetii, the daughter of one Mr. 
Mtnshal, of Cheshire, (and kinswoman to Dr. Paget) who 
sarvired him , and is said to be yet living, he never had 
any chUd ; and those he had by the first he made service- 
able to him in that very particular in which he most 
wanted their service , and supplied his want of eye-sight 
by their eyes and tongue; for though he had. daily about 
him one or other to read to him , some person of man's es- 
tate, who of their own accord greedily catched at the op- 
portunity of bejng his readers, that they nught as well 
reap the benefit of what they read to him , as oblige him 
by the benefit of their reading ; others , of younger years 
sent by their parents to the same end , yet excusing only 
the eldest daughter by reason of her bodily infirmity, and 
difficult utterance of speech , (which to say truth I doubt 
was the principal cause of excusing her) the other two 
were condemned to the performance ofVeading, and exactly 
pronouncing of all the languages of whatever book he should 
at one time or other think fit to peruse ; vix. the Hebrew 
(and I think the Syriac), the Greek, the Latin, the Italian, 
Spaiush and French. All which sorts of books to be con- 
£ned to read, without understan^g one word, must needs 
be a trial of patience, almost beyond endurance; yet it 
was endured by both for a long time , yet the irksomeness 
of this employment could not be always concealed, but 
broke out more and more into expressions of uneasiness; so 
that at length they were all (even the eldest also) sent out 
to learn some curious and ingenious sorts of manufacture, 
that are proper for women to learn , particularly embroi- 
deries in gold or silver. It had been happy indeed if the 
daughters of such a person had been made in some measure 
inheritrixes of their father*s learning ; but since fate other- 
wise decreed , the greatest honour that can be ascribed to 
this now living (and so would have been to the others had 
they lived) is to be daughter to a man of his extraordinary 
character. 

He is said to have died worth 1500/. in money , (a 
considerable estate , all things considered ,) besides house- 
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hold goods; for he sustained such losses as might well 
have broke any person less frugal and temperate than him- 
self; no less than 2000^ which he had put for security 
and improTement into the excise office , but neglecting to 
recal it in time, could never after get it out, YfiUb. all the 
power and interest he had in the great ones of those times ; 
besides another great sum, by mismanagement and for 
want of good advice^ 

Thus I have reduced into form and order whatever I 
have been able to rftlly up , either from the recollection of 
my own memory , of things transacted while I was with 
him , or the information of others equally conversant after- 
wards, or from his own mouth by frequent visits to 
the last 

I shall conclude with two material passages , which * 
though they relate not immediately to our author , or his 
own particidar concerns; yet in regard they happened dur- * 
ing his public employ, and consequently fell most espe- * 
dally under his cognizance ; i£ will not be anuss here to 
subjoin them. The first was this. 

Before the war broke forth between the states of Eng-r 
land , and the Dutch , the Hollanders sent over three am- 
bassadors in order to an accommodation; but they return- 
ing re infecta, the Butch sent away a plenipotentiary, to 
offer peace upon much milder terms, 4>r at least to gain 
more time. 

But this plenipotentiary could not make such haste, but 
that the parliament had procured a copy of their instruc- 
tions in Holland , which were delivered by our author to 
his kinsman that was then with him, to translate for the 
coundl to view, before the said plenipotentiary had taken 
shipping for England; an answer to all he had in charge 
lay ready for him , before he made lus public entry into 
London. 

In the next place there came a person with a very 
sumptuous train; pretending himself an agent from the 
Prince of Conde , then in arms against Cardinal Mazarine: 
tiie parliament mistrusting him, set their instrument so busi- 
ly at work, that in four or five days they had procured 
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intelligence from Pans 9 that he was a sfy from Kin^ 
Charles; whereupon the yery a^rt morning our author^s 
kinswian was sent to him, wUh an order of council com- 
manding l^iu to depart, t^e kingdom within three days, or 
expect the punishment of a.spy. 

By these two remariLable passages , we may dearly 
disporer die indus^ and gpod iateUigence of those 
times. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



B O O S I» 

TBB ABGVnBST. 

The firtt Book propotea, firH in brief, the wholfrnhjeH , JlfanV 



The nrrt Book fropo»e9, firH in brief, the whoie^wbject , Man'« 
diMobeaienee , and the Iom thereupon Of F^radiae, wherein he 
wao placed: then touche* the prime cauaeofjiif'fall.the 
•erpent , or rather Satan in the serpent t who , revdlting frer^ 
Oody and drawing to hie tide many legions of angels, was^ 
by the command of God , thriven out of heaven , wtth all hie 
crew, into the great deep. Which action passed over, the 
poem hastens into the midst of things , presenting Satan , with 
uis angels, now falling into hell, described here, not in the 
center {for heaven and earth may be supposed as yet not made, 
certainly not yet accursed) , but in a place of utter darkness, 
fullest called Chaos: here Satan, with his angels, lying on 
the burning lake, thunderstruck and astonished, after a cer- 
tain space recovers, as from confusion, calls up him who next 
in order and dignity Ic^y by him : they confer of their miserable 
fall ; Satan awakens all his legions , who lay till then in the 
same manner confounded. They rise; their numbers; arrmf 
of battle; their chief leaders named, according to the idols 
known afterwards in Canaan and the countries adioining. To 
these Satan directs his speech , comforts them witn hope yet of 
regaining heaven , but tells them lastly of a new world , and a 
new kind of creature to be created, according to an ancient 
prophecy, or report, in heaven; for, that angels were long be. 
fore this visible creation, was the opinion of many ancient 
fathers. To find out the truth of this prophecy , and what to de- 
termine thereon, he refers to a full council, What his as»o- 
datcs thence attempt. Pandemonium, the place of Satan, 
rises, ouddenly built out of the deeps the infernal peers there 
tit in counoil. 



Of raan^g first disobedience, and the froit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose Biortal taste 

BroDght death into the world, and all oar woe^ 

With loss of Eden, till one grater Man 

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat, • 6 

Sing , heay'nly muse, that on the secret top 

Of Ordb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 

That shepherd who first taught the chosen seed, 

In the beginning how the heay^ns and earth 

Rose out of chaos : or, if Sion hill 10 

Dfdigbt thee more, and Siloa's brook that fljw*d 

Fast by the oracle of Grod ; I thence 

biToke thy aid to my adventurous song. 

That with no middle flight intends to soar 

Above th' Aonian mount, whQe it pursues 15 

Things unattempted yet in prose or rhime^^ 

And chiefly Thou, Spirit, that dost prel& 
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Before all temples th' upright heart and pore. 
Instruct me, for Thou knoVst; Thou from ^ filit 
Wast present, and, with mighty wings outspread, 20 
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the Tsst ab^rss, 
And mad^st it pregnant: what in me is dark. 
Illumine; what is low, raise and support; 
That to the highth of this great argument 
I may assert eternal Providence, 25 

And justify the ways of God to men. 

Say first, for heav'n hides nothing from thy vieWy 
Kor the deep tract of hell; say first, what cause ^ 
MoT*d our grand parents, in that happy state, 
Faroor'd of heair'n so highly, to foil off - SO 

From their Creator , and transgress his will 
'For Mb rostraint, lords of the world besides? 
Who first seduc'd them t^ that foul revolt? 
- |TW infernal Serpent; he it was , whose guile, 
'StirrM up with envy and revenge, deceived d5 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had cast him out from heav'n, with all his host 
Of rebel angels ; by whose aid , aspiring 
To set himself in glory above his peers. 
He trusted to have eqaali'd the Most High, 40 

If he oppos'd ; and , with ambitious aim 
Against the throne and monarchy of God, ^ 

RaisM impious war in heav'n, and battle proud, 'I 

With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Hurrd headlong flaming from th' ethereal sky, 45 

With hideous ruin and combustion, down i 

To bottomless perdition; there to dwell 1 

In adamantine diains and penal fire, 1 

Who durst defy th' Omnipotent to arms. ^ | 

Nine times the space that measures day and night 50 
To mortal men , he with his horrid crew 
Lay yaUquish'd, rolling in the fiery gulf, 
Confounded, though immortal: but his doom 
Reserved him to more wrath; for now the thought 
Both of lost happiness and lasting pain 55 

Torments him : round he throws his baleful eyes, 
That witnessed huge affliction and dismay, 
Mix'd with obdurate pride and stedfast hate: 
At once, as far as angels ken, he views 
The dismal situation waste and wild; 60 

A dungeon horrible on all sides round. 
As one great furnace flamM; yet from those flames 
No light', but rather darkness visible 
Serv'd only to discover sights of woe. 
Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace 65 

And rest can never dwell; hope never comes 
That comes to all: but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With ever-burning sulphur unconsum'd: 
Such place eternal Justice had prepared 70 

For those rebellious; here their prison ordainM 
In utter darkness, and their portion set 

\ 
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Ab for remoTM from God and light of heaVn, 

As from the center thrice to th' utmost pole. * « 

O, how unlike the place from whence they fell! <75 

There the companions of his fall, o^erwheim'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire, 

He soon discerns; and welt'ring by his side ^ 

One next himself in powV, and next in crime, 

IiODg after known in Palestine, and nam^d 80, 

Beelzebub. To whom th' arch-enemy. 

And thence in haav'n call'd Satan ,- with bold words 

Breaking the horrid silence, thus began: 

<If thou beest he; but 0, how faU'n! how changed 
From him , who , in the happy realms of light, 85 

ClothH willi transcendent brightness, didst outshine 
Myriadf though bright ! If he whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope. 
And hazard in the glorious enterprise, 
JohiM with me once , now misery hatfi joined 90 

In equal ruin ! Into what pit thou seest 
From what highth fall'n , so much the stronger proVd 
He widi- his thunder: and till then who knew 
The force of those dire arms ? Yet not for those. 
Nor what the potent Victor in his rage 95 

Can else inflict, do 1 repent or change. 
Though changed in outward lustre, that fixM mind. 
And high dis&in from sense of injur 'd merit, 
That with the Mightiest rais'd me to contend, 
And to the fierce contention brought along 100 

Innumerable force of spirits arm'd, 
That durst dislike his reign, and, me preferring. 
His utmost pow'r with adverse powV opposM 
In dubious battle on the plains of heaven. 
And shook his tiirone. What though the fidd be lost? 
All is not lost ; th^ unconquerable will. 
And study of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courace never to submit or yield. 
And what is else not to be overcome; 
That glory never shall his wrath or might 110 

Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace 
With suppliant knee, and deify his power, 
Who from the terror of this arm so late 
Doubted his empire; that were low indeed. 
That were an ignominy, and shame beneath 115 

Tlus downfall : since by fate the strength of gods 
And this empyreal substance cannot fail; 
Since through experience of tiiis great event 
In arms not worse, in foresight much advancM, 
We may with more successful hope resolve 120 

To wage by force or guile eteraal war, 
Irrecondleable to our grand foe. 
Who now triumphs , and , in th' excess of joy 
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heaven.' 

So sp&e tti' apostate angel , Uiongh in pain, 125 

Vaunting aloud, hut rack'd with deep despair; 
And him thus antwer'd soon his JhAA c^mipeer: 
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*0 Prince, O Chief of many throned Powen^ 
^Tfaat led th' embattled Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deed* 130 

Fearlese, endangered heaT'n's perpetual idOgf 
And pat to proof his high supremacy, 
Whether upheld by strength , or chance, or fate; 
Too well I see, and rue the dire event, 
That with sad overthrow, and foul defeat, IdS 

Hath lost US heav'n, and all this mighty host^ 
In horrible destruction laid thus low. 
As far as gods and heav'nly essences 
Can perish ; for the mind and spirit remains ' 
Invincible, and vigour soon returns, 140 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy stale 
Here swallow'd up in endless misery. 
But what if he our ConquVor (whom I now 
Of force believe almighty, since no less 
Than such could have o'erpowVd such force as om) 145 
Have left us tiiis our spirit and strength entfaw 
Strongly to suffer and support our pains. 
That we may so sutiice Ins vengeful ire, 
Or do him raightiw service as his thraUs 
By right of war, whatever his business be^ llfO 

Here in the heart of hdl to work in fire,^ 
Or do his errands in the gloomy deep: 
What can it then avail, 3iough yet we fed 
Strength undiminSsh'd , or eternal being 
To undergo eternal punishment?' 155 

Whereto with speedy words th' arch-fiend replied: 

* Fallen CSiemb , to be weak is miserable 
Doing or euffejrtng; bnt of this be sure, 
To do aught good never will be our taafe 
Bnt ever to do ill our sole delight, 1^ 

As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we resist. If then his providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good. 
Our labour must be to pervert that end^ 
And out of good still to find means of evil ; 165 

Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and disturb 
His inmost counsels from their destined aim. 
But see , the angry victor hath recall'd 
His ministers of vengeance and pursuit 170 

Back to the gates of heav'n: the sulphurous haU, 
Shot after us in storm, overblown, hath laid 
The fiery surge, fliat from the predpice 
Of heav'n received us falling $ and the thunder, 
Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 175 

Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 
To bellow through the vast and boundless deep. 
Let us faot slip th* occasion, whether scorn 
Or satiate fury yield it from our foe. 
Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 180 

The seat of desolation, void of light, 
Save what Um glimmering of these livid flames 
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Casts pale and dreadful? Thitlier let us tend 

From off the toising of these fiery waves ; 

There rest, if any rest can harbour there; 185 

And, re-assembMng our afflicted powers, 

Consult how we may henceforth most offend 

Omr enemy, our own loss how repiur. 

How oyercome this dire calamity, 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope; 190 

If net , what resolution from despair.' 

Thus Satan, talking to his nearest mate, 
'Wi&k head np-lift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blaz'd; his other parts besides 
Bnme <>n the flood, extended long and large, 195 

Lay floating many a rood ; in bi^ as huge 
As whonrthe fables name of monstrous size, 
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warrM on Jove^ 
Briareos or Typhon, wliom the den 
By ancient TarsoB held; or that sea-beast 200 

Leviathan 9 which €ktd iot all his works 
Created hugest that swim th' ocean stream: 
Uimy hi^ly, siomb'ring on the Norway foam. 
The pilot of some small night-founder'd skiff 
Deeming some island, oft, as aeamen tell, 205 

With fixed anchor in his scaly rind 
Moors by Ids side under the lee, wlnle night 
InTests the sea, and wished mom delays: 
So stretched out hug^e in length die ardi-fiend lay, 
Chiin'd on the burning lake : nor ever thence 210 

Kid ris'n, or heav'd his head; but that the will 
And high i^ermtssion of -an-^raiing l^ven 
Left him at large to hb own daSk designs, 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on' Idmself damnation , while he sought 215 

Evil to others; and, enragM, might see 
How all bis malice srav'd imt to brmg forth 
Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy, shown 
On man by him seduc'd ; hut cm himself 
TW>le coiffnsioB, wrath, and vengeance pourM, 220 
FSffiwidi upright he rears from off the pool 
Hu mi^ty stature; on each hand the flames, 
Driv*n backward^ slope their pointing spires, and, roU'd 
In billows, leave V th' midst a horrid vale. 
Then with expanded wings he steers his flight 225 

Aioft, incombent on the dnsky air. 
That felt nnusnal weight; till on dry land 
He lighlli, if it weie land that ever burned 
indifldid, as the lake with liqnid fire; 
Aiid such appeared in hne , as when the force 230 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill 
Tom from Pelorus, or the shattered side 
Of tfannd'ring Aetna , whose combostible 
And fnelTd entraib thence conceiving fire, 
SaUunM with mineral ftary, aid the winds, 235 

And leave a smced bottom all involv'd 
With stench and smdce: soch resting found the solo 



6 PARADISE LOST. Book L ! 

OF nnblegt feet. Him followed his next mate: 

Both glorying to have *icap'd the Stygian flood 

As gods, and by their own recovered strength, d40 

Not by tlie sufferance of supernal Power. 

'Is this the region, this the soil, the clime,* ^ 

Said then the lost Arch-angel, 'this the seat 
That we must change for heaVn; this mournful gloom 
For that celestial light? Be it so, since he, 245 

Who now is Sovran, can dispose and bid 
What shall be right ; forthest from him is best; 
Whom reason hadi equali'd, force hath made supreme 
Above his equab. Farewell, Inppy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells! Hail, horrors, hail, 250 
Infernal world , and tho« profoundest hell, 
Receive thy new possessor; one who brings 
A mind not to be chang'd by pla<« or time: 
The mind is its own fdace, and in itself 
Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heayen. 255 

What matter where, if I be still the same. 
And what I should be;rall but less than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater? Here at leafl 
We shall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence: 260 

Here we may reign tecare, and, in my choice, 
To reign is worth ambition,, though in hell: 
Better to reign in hell, than serve in heaven! { 

Bnt wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
Th' associates and copartners of oinr loss, 265 

Lie thus astonlshM on th' oblivious pool, I 

And call them not to. itaiie with us their put J 

In this unhappy roaosion ; or once more ^ 

With rallied arms tdilvy what may be yet 
RegainM in heav'n, or ^faat more lost in hell?' 270 

So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus answered: 'Leader of Hiose armies bright, 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have loil'd. 
If once they hear that veice, their liveliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and 4ftngers, heard so oft Wf5 

In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge^ 
Of battle when it rag*d , in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resume 
New courage and revive; though now they lie 
Grov'ling and prostrate on yon lake of fire, 280 

As we erewhile, astounded and amaz'd; 
No wonder, falfn such a pernicious higfath.' 

He scarce had ceased, when the superior fiend 
Was moving toward the shore: his pondVous shield. 
Ethereal temper, massy, large, and round, 285 

Behind him cast; the broad circumfSerence 
Hung on his shoulders like the moon, whose etfo 
Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views 
At evening from the top of Fesol^, 
Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands, 290 

Rivers, or mountains, in her spotty globe. 
His i^ear , to equal which tfie taUeit pine 

I 
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HewB on Norwegian hiUg , to be the mast 

Of fome great ammiral , were but a wand. 

He .walVd with, to support uneasy steps 295 

Over the burning marie, not like those steps 

On heaven^s azure, and the torrid clime 

Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire: 

Nathless he so eadnr'd , till on the beaeh 

Of that inflamed sea he stood , and caUM 300 

His logiods. Angel forms, who lay intrancM 

Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooltt 

In VaU«Dahros&, where th' Etrurian shades. 

High over^arch'd, imbow^r; or scattered sedge 

Afloat^ when with fierce winds Orion armM 309 

Hath ▼ex'd the Red-Sea coast , whose waves o'erthrvw 

Busiris and his Memphian chivalry. 

While with perfidious hatred they pursued 

The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 

From the safe shore their floating carcases dl(^ 

And broken ehariot-wheels: so thick bestrewn. 

Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood, 

Under amasement of their hideou» change. 

He call'd so loud, that all the hollow de^ 

Of hell resounded. 'Princes , potentates, 815 

Warriors, the flower of heaven, once youKii now lost, 

If such astonishment as this can seize 

Eternal spirits; or have y^ chos'n tlus place 

After the toil of batde to repose 

YoUr wearied virtue, for the ease yoa find 320 

To sHteber liere, as in the vales of heaven? 

Or in this abject posture have ye sworn 

To adore the Conqueror? who now bdioldi 

Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 

With scattered arms and ensigns, till anon 9S5 

His swift pursuers from heavVgates discern 

Th' advantage, and descending, tread us down 

Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 

Transfix us to the bottom of this golf* 

Awake , arisis , or be for ever falFn.' 330 

They heard, and were abash'd, and up they sprang 
Upon the wing; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread. 
House and bestir themsdves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 835 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their general's voice they soon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod > n 

Of Amram's son, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd rennd the coast, up calL'd a pitchy dond .340 
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and daiken'd all the land of Nile: \ 
So numberless were those bad angels seen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of hell, 345 

Twist upper, nemer, and surrounding fires 
Till, M % iigaal giVn, th^ oi^ifted ipear 
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Of ihek great faUan vaying to dired ^ 

Their course* in e^en balance down they light 
On the firm brimstone, and fill all the plain; 850 

A multitude, like which the popuions north 
Fonr'd never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Bhene or the Danaw, when her barbaimir sona 
Came like a deluge on the south, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan sands. 355 

Forthwith from every squadron and each band 
The heads and leaders thither hasto where stood 
Their great conmiander; godlike shapes and feratt 
Excelling human, princely dignities; 
And pow'rs that erst in heaven sat on thrones, dSD 

Though ol their names in heav'nly records ndw 
Be no memorial; blotted out and ras'd 
By their rebellion from the books of life. 
Nor had they yet among the sons of Eve ' 
Got them new names; till, vrand'riag o'er die earth, 3^' 
Through God's high sufferance for the trial of man. 
By falsities and lies the greatest part 
Of mankind they corrupt^ to forsake 
God their Creator, and th' invisible 
Glory of him that made them to transform 370 

Oft io the image of a bruto , adom'd 
With gay religions, full of pomp and gold^ 
And devils to adore for deities! 
Then were they known to men by various names. 
And various idols through the heathen world. - 375 

Say, muse, their names then known, who first, wiiolaet^ 
Rous'd from the slumber on that fiery conch. 
At their great emp'ror's call, as next in worth 
Came singly where he stood on the bare strand, 
While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof. 380 

The chief were those, who, from the pit of hell. 
Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst Ik 
Their seats long after next the seat of God, / 
Their altars by his altar, gods adorM 
Among the nations round , and durst abide- 886 

Jehovah thundVing out of Sion , thron'd 
Between the Chembim; yea, often plac*d 
Within his sanctuary itself their shrineSy 
Abominations; and with curi^ed things 
His holy rites and solemn feasts profaaSdt. 390 

And with their darkness durst affront his Bght. 
First, Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears; 
Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 
Their children's cries unheard, thatpas8*d through fire 395 
To his grim idoK Him the Ammonite 
Worshipped In Rabba and her watVy plain, 
In Argob and in Basan, to the stream 
Of. utmost Arnon. Nor content with such 
Audacious neighbourhood , the wisest heart 400 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 
fills temple right against the temple ol God 
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On tfaat opprobrious hill; and made his groiro 
The pleasant valley of Hinnom , Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. 405 

Next ChemoBt thf obscene dread of Moab's sons^ 
From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 
Of sonihmost Abarira ; in Hesebon 
And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 
The flow'ry dale of Sibma dad with Tines, 410 

And Eleale to th' ospkaltic pool. 
Poor his other name, when he entic'd 
Israel ki Sittim , on their march from Nile, 
To do him wanton rites, which cost them w«e. 
Yet thence his Instfnl orgies he enlarged 415 

Ey'n to that hill of scandal , by the grove 
. Of Moloch homicide, Inst hard by hate; 
Till good Jonah drove them thence to hell. 
With these c«ne they, who, from the bordering flood 
Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 420 

Egypt from l^rdan ground, had general names 
Of Baalim and Ashtoroth; those male, 
These feminine: for spirits, when they please, 
Can mther sex assume, or both; so soft 
And uncomponnded is their essence pure; 425 

Not tied or manacled with joint or limb, r ' 

Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones. 
Like cumbrous flesh ; but , in what shape they choose, 
Dilated or condensed, bright or obscure^ 
Can execute their aery purposes, 430 

And works of love or enmity fulfil. . « 

For those the race of Israel oft foraook 
Their living strength, and unfrequented leit 
His righteons altar, bowing lowly down 
To bestial gods; for which their heads as low 435 

Bow'd down in battle, sunk before the spear 
Of despicable foes. With these in troop 
Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 
Astarte, queen of heav'n, with crescent horns ^ 
To whose bright image nightly by the moon 440 

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songii; 
In Sion also not unsung, where stood 
Her temple on th' oflensive mountain, built 
By that axorious king, whose heart, though laige, 
Begail'd by fair idolatresses, fell 445 

To idob foal. Thammus came next behind. 
Whose annual wound in Lebanon idlur'd 
The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 
In amorous ditties all a summers day; 
Wlule smooth^ Adonis firom his native rock 450 

Ban purple to the sea, supposed with Uood 
Of Thammuz yeariy wounded: the love-tale 
Infected Sion's daughters with like heat; 
Whose wanton passions in the sacred poffcb 
Ezekiel saw, when, by the vision led, 455 

His ^e surveyM the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Next came one V 

A 2 > 
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Who moamM In earnest ^ wheii the captive aric 

Maim'd his brnte image, head and hands lopt oH 

In his own temple, on the gninsel ed§e, 460 

Where he fell flat, and sham'd his wolnshippers: 

Dagon his name , sea-monster , upward man 

And downward fish: yet had his temple high 

Rear'd in Azotas , dreaded throogh the toast 

Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon,' 465 

And Accaron and Gaza's frontier Inmnds. 

Him followed Rimmon, whose deiightM seat 

Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams. 

He also against the house of God was boldt 470 

A leper once he lost, and gained a king; 

Ahaz , his sottish conqueror , whom he drew 

God's altar to disparage and displace 

For one of Syrian mode , whereon to bum 

His odious offeriogs , and ad<ure the ^ods A7& 

Whom he had Tanquish'd. After th^ ^ppear'd 

A orew, who, under names of old renown^ 

Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train, < 

With monstrous shapes and sorceries abns'd . I 

Fanatic Egypt and her priests , to seek 48ii 

Their wand'ring gods disguised in brutish forms 

Rather than human. Nor did Israel 'scape 

Th' infection, when their borrowed gold oomposM 

The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan , 485 

Likening his Maker to the grazed ox; 

Jehovah, who in one night, when he pas^d 

From Egypt marching, equalled with one stroke 

Both her first-bom and all her bleating gods. 

Belial came last , than whom a spirit nmre Jewd 490 

Fell not from heaven , or more gross to love 

Vice for itself: to him no temple stood. 

Or altar smok'd ; yet who more oft than he 

In temples and at altars , when the priest 

Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fiU'd 495 

With lust and violence the house of God? 

In courts and palaces he also reigns. 

And in luxurious cities, where the noise 

Of riot ascends -above their loftiest towers, 

And injury and outrage: and when night 500 

Darkens the. streets, then wander forth the sons 

Of Belial, fl<»wn with insolence and wine. 

Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah , when the hospitable door 

Exposed a matron, to avoid worse rape.^ 505 

These were the prime in order and in might; 

The rest were long to tell^ though far renown'd, 

Th' Ionian gods , of Javan's issue held 

Gods , yet confessed later than heav'n and earth. 

Their boasted parents: Utan, heav'ns first-born, 510 

With his enormous brood, and birthright seiz'd 

Bj younger Saturn; he from la^htier Jove, 
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His nwn and Rhea^ son, like measare fonad ; 

So JoTo usurping reign'd : these first in CMte 

And Ida known , thence on the snowy top 515 

Of cold Olyrapas, rul'd the middle air» 

Their liighest heaVn ; or on the Delphian cliff, 

Or in Dodona, and through all the bonnds 

Of Doric laml ; or who with Saturn old 

Fled OTer Adria to th* Hesperian fields, 520 

And o'tt tht Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 

All these and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Downcast and damp; yet such wherein appeared 
Obscure ^me glimpse df joy , to hare found thur diief 
Hot in despair, to have found lliemselTes not lost 526 
In loss itself, which on his countenance cast 
Like doubtful hue t but he , his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, vnth high words, that bore 
Semblance of wortk, not substance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting eoonge, and dispelled their fears. 530 
Then straight commands, that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and Marions foe nprear'd 
His mighty standard: tfiat proud. honour daim'd 
Aiazel as his r^ht, a Cherub tall; 
Vfho forthwith from the glittering staff unforlM 535 

Th^ inqperial ensign , wldeb, full high adTanc% 
Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden lustre rich emblazed. 
Seraphic ams and trophies; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : 540 

At which tho unfrersal host up-sent 
A shout , that tore hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the relni of Chaos and old Night 1 

All in a motneut throu^ the gloom were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air : ^545 

With orient colours waving; with them rose 
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helms 
Appear'd and serried shields in thick array ' 

Of depth immeasUiaMe; anon they move 
hk perfect phalans Ito the Dorian mood 550 

Of flutes and soft recorders; 80<^h as rais'd 
To highdi of noblesC temper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and Instead of rage, i 

Deliberate valour breath'd , firm and nnmoT'd 
With dread of death topflight «r foul retreat; 555 

Nor wanting powV to nritigate and swage v 

With solemn touches tronbkd thoughts , and chase 
Anguish, and doubt, and fsar, and sorrow , and pain 
From mortal or immortal mraitt. Thus they. 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought, 560 

Mer*d on in silence to soft pipes, that diarm'd 
Their painfid steps o'er die bomt soil: and now 
Advanced in view they stand; ii horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in'^guise 
Of warriors old with order'd spear and shield; 565 

Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impose: he lliroi^ tito anaed files 
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Dartf hii exparienc'd eye, and soob trayerte 
The whole battalioii Tiews, their order dae, 
Thdr Tieages and stature as of gods; 570 

Their namber last he ■miif. And nofw hit heart 
Distends with pride, and hardening in hit strength 
Glories: for never since created man 
Met snch embodied force , as nam'd with these 
Could merit more than that small infontry 675 

Warr*d on by cranes; though all the pant brood 
Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium ^ on each aide 
Mi&M with anxiliar gods; and what rasounda 
In fable or romance of U&er^s son 5%9 

Begirt with British and Armoric knights; 
And all who since, baptiz'd or fnHdal, 
Jousted in Aspramont , or Montalban^ 
Damasco, or lllarocco, or Trebisond, . 
Or whom Biserta sent firam Afinc. shave, • 585' 

When Charleamin with all his peerage fell v 

By Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observ'd i 

Their dread commander: he , abore the rast 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 50O 

Stood tike a tow'r ; his form had yet not lost : 
AXL her original braghtness; nor appeared 
Less tiban Arch-angel ruin*d, and Ui^ excess 
Of glory obscured: as when the sun , new rises. 
Lows through the horiaontal misty air 595 

Shorn of his beams; or from behind the moon^ 
In dim edipsa, disastrous twilight sheds 
On half die nations, and witfi fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. Darkened so, yetshona 
Ahore them all the Archnrngel: but his lace 600 

Deep scars of thunder had ii^rench'd ; and caoa 
Sat on his faded cheek , but under brows 
Of dauntless courage , and considerate pride 
Waiting revenge: cruel hia^e, but oast 
Sttgas of remorse and passion, to behold 605 

The fellows of lus crime, the followers rather 
(Far other once beheld m blisa), coadenm'd . 
For ever now to hare their lot in pain. 
Millions of spirits for his fault amerc'd 
Of heaT'n, and from eternal .^endours flung 610 

For hb revolt, yet faithful how they stood. 
Their glo^y withered ; as when heuvan^s fira. 
Hath scath'd the forest oaks> or mountain pmes, 
With singed top their stat^ growth, though bare^ 
Stands on the bhisted heath. He now prepared 615 

To speak ; whereat thoir doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wii^, and half enclose him round 
With all hid peers t attention held them mute. 
Thrice he assayed, and ihriee, in spite of soon, 
Tears , such as angels weep , burst forth : at last 620 
Words, interwove with sighs, found out their way. 
K) Myriads of immortal Spirits! Powers 
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Matchlegs , but wkh th' Almighty^ and that ^life 

Was not inglcHrions , though th* event was dire^ ' 

As this place testifies, and this dire change 625 

Hatefnl to uttMr: hut what pow'r of mind, 

Foreseung or presaging, ft^m the depth 

Of knowledge, past or present, could have feared. 

How such united foree of gods , how such 

As stood like these, could ever know repulse? 690 

For who can yet heliere, though after loss, 

That all these puissant legions, whose exile 

Hath emptied heay'n, shall fail to reascend 

Self-rais'd, and repossess their native seat? 

For me, be witness all die host of heaven, 635 

If comisels diffwent, or dangers shunned 

By me , have lost our hopes. But he, who reigna 

Monarcb in heav'n , till then as one secure 

Sat on his throne upheld by old repute, 

Cronsent or custom; and his regal state 640 

Put forth at full, but still his strengdi conceaPd, 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our lyL 

Hencefor^ hb might we know, and know our own ; 

($0 as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok'd; our better part remains 645 

To work in dose design, by fraud or guile, 

What force effected not: that he no less 

At length from us may find, who overcomea • 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds; whereof so rife 650 

lliere went & fame in heav'n that he ere long 

Inteaded to create, and therein plant 

A generation , whom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the sons of heaven: 

Thidier, if but to pry, shall be perhaps 655 

Our first eruption, thither or elsewhere; 

For this infernal ^it shall never hold 

Gdestial spirits in bondage, nor th> abyss 

Long under darkness cover. But these thought! 

Full counsel must mature : peace is despaired ; 660 

For who can think submission? War then, war, 

Open or underwood, must be resolv'd/ 

He spake; and, to confirm his words, outrflew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim; the sudden blaze 665 

Far round illumined hdl; highly they rag'd 
Agabst the Highest, and fierce with grasped arms 
Ciash'd on their sounding shields the din of war^ 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heaven. 

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 670 

Bdch'd fire and rolling smoke; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scurf; undoubted sign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of sulphur. Thither, wingM with ^eed, 
A numerous brigade hasten'd : as when bands 675 

Of pioneers, with spade and pickax arm'd. 
Foreran the royal camp, to trench a field. 
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Or cast a rampart. Mammon led then oat 

Bfammon, the least erected spirit that fdl 

From heay^n ; for e'en m hear'ahis lo^cs and thoughts 680 

Were always downward hent, admiring more 

The riches of heavVs pavement, trodden gold. 

Than aught, dhrine or holy, else eigoy'd 

In vision beatific: by him firi^t 

Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 685 

Ransacked the center, and with impious handi 

Rifled flie bowels of their mother earth 

For treasures, better hid. Soon had his crew 

Open'd into the hill a spacious wound. 

And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let^ none admire 690 

That riches grow in hell; that soil may b^st 

Deserve the precious bane. And here let those, 

Who boast in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 

Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings. 

Learn how their greatest monuments of fame, 695 

And strength and art, are easily outdone 

By spirits reprobate, and in an hour 

What in an age they with incessant toil 

And hands innumerable scarce perform. 

Nigh on the plain , in many cells prepared, 700 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 

SluicM from tho lak%, a second multitude 

With wondrous art founded the ma^^y ore. 

Severing each kind, and scumm'd the buUion droM: 

A third as soon had for'md within the ground 705 

A various mould, and from the boiling cc.'Is, 

By strange conyeyance, fill*d each hollow nook; 

As In an organ, from one blast of wmd. 

To many a row of pipes the sound-board breathes. 

Anon, out of the earth a fabric huge 710 

Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 

Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweeit. 

Built like a temple , where pilasters round 

Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave; nor did there want 715 

Cornice or freeze, with bossy sculptures graven: 

Tlie roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Nor great Alcairo, such magnificence 

Kqiiali'd in all their glories, to enshrine 

Belus or Serapis their gods, or seat 720 

Their kings , when Egypt with Assyria strove 

In wealth and luxury. Th' ascending pile 

Stood fix*d her stately htghth : and straight the doora 

Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide 

Within, her ample spaces, <o*er the smooth 725 

And level pavement; from tho arched roof 

Pendent by subtle magic, many a row 

Of starry lamps and blazing cressets, fed 

With naphtha and asphaltus, yielded light 

As from a sky. The hasty multitude 730 

Adndring enterM, and the work some praise, 

And some the architect: his hand was known 
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In heaven by many a towe]>'d stractiare high^ 

Where scepterM an^ls held their residence, 

And sat as princes; whom the sdpreme King 7d5 

Exalted to such pow^r, and gave to rule, 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard or unador*d 

In ancient Greece; and in Ausonian land 

Men caird him Mulcibw; and how he fell 740 

From hear'n , they fabled , thrown by angry JoTO 

Sheer o'er the crystal battlements: from mom 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A snmmer^s day ; and with the setting sun * 

Dropt from the zenith tike a falling star, 745 

On Lemnos th' Aegean isle: thus &ey relate. 

Erring; for he with this rebellions rout 

Fell long before; nor aught avaii'd him now 

To have built in heaVn high towers ; nor did he 'scape 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent 750 

With his industrious crew to build in hell. 

Meanwhile, the winged heralds, by command 
Of sovran pew'r , with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn council, forthwith to be held 755 

At Pandemonium , the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers: their summons calFd 
From every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice the wordiiest; they anon^ 
With hundreds and with thousands, ti;ooping carae, 760 
Attended : all access was throngM : t\\e gates 
And porches wide , but chief the spacious hall 
(Though like a covered field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the soldan's chair 
Defied the best of panim chivalry 765 

To mortal combat , or career with lance). 
Thick swarmed, both on the ground and in the air 
Bmsh'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 
In spring-time, when the sun with Taurus rides, 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 770 
In clnsters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank. 
The suburb of their straw-built citadel. 
New rubb'd with balm , expatiate and confer 
Their state affairs: so thick the aery crowd 775 

Swarm*d and were straiten'd; till, the signal given,. 
Behold a wonder! They but now who seemM 
In bigness to surpass earth's giant sons. 
Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberless, like that pygmean race 780 

Beyond the Indian mount; or faery elves. 
Whose midnight revels, by a fore.<t-side 
Or fountain, some belated peasant sees. 
Or dreams he sees, idiile over head the moon 
Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 785 

Wheels her pale coan% ; they, on their mirth and dance 
Intent, with jocoml nmdc charm his ear ; 
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At once widi joy and fear hif heart rebomidi. 

Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 

ReducM their shapes immense , and were at large, 790 

Though without number still, amidst the hall 

Of that infernal court. Bat far withm. 

And in their own dimensions, like theinselyefy 

The great Sera|ihic Lords and Ghernbim 

In dose recess and secret conclave sat, 795 

A thousand demigods on golden seats, 

Frequent and full. After short nlence then, 

And summons read, the great consult bcigan. 
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Thejummltatinn begun, Satan dehate» whether another battle 
he to be hazarded for the recovery of heaven : »ome advise tty 
others dissuade i a third projmsal is preferred, mentioned before 
by Satan , to search the truth of that prophecy or tradition in 
heaven concerning another world, and another kind of creature, 
equal, or not much inferior to themselves, oftotit this time to 
be created. Their doubt, who shall be sent on this difficult 
search; Satan, their chief, undertakes alone the voyage, is 
honoured and ' applauded. The council thus ended, the rest 
betake them several* ways, and to several employments, as their 
inclinations lead them, to entertain the time till Satan return. 
He passes on his journey to hell-gates: finds them shut, and 
who sat there to guard them ; by whom at length they are opened, 
and discover to him the great gulf between hell and hemtfen; 
with what difficulty he passes through, Erected by Chaos, the 
JPower of that place , to the sight of this new world which he 
sought. 



HioH OB a throne of royal state , which far 

Outshone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 

Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand 

Show'rs on her kmgs barbaric pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted sat, by merit rais'd 5 

To that bad eminence: and, from despair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires 

Beyond thus high, insatiate to pursue 

Vain war with heav^ni and, by success untaught. 

His proud imaginations thus displayed : 10 

'Powers and dominions, deities of heaven; 
For smce no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal Tigoor, though oppressed and fallen, 
I ffive not heav'n for lost. From this deiMsent 
Cdestial Turtues rising, wilLappear 15 

More glorious and more dread than from no fall, 
And trust themseWes to fear no second fate. 
Me though just right, and the fix'd laws of heaven. 
Did first create your leader j next, free choice. 
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With what besidef, in coundl er in fight, 20 

Ilath been achieved of merit; yet this losi. 

Thus far at least recovered, hath mach more 

Established in a safe onenTied throne, 

Yielded with fall consent. The happier state 

In heav'n, which follows dignihr , might draw US 

£nTy from each inferior; but who here 

Will enry whom the highest place exposes 

Foremost to stand against the Thiind'rer's aim, 

Ypnr bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 

Of endless pain? Where there Is ihea no good M 

For which to strive, no strife can grow up tliere 

From faction; for none sore will claim in hell 

Prec^ence , none whose portion is so small 

Of present pain, that with ambitions mind 

Will covet more. With thb advantage then 85 

To onion, and firm faith, and firm accord, 

More than can be in heav*n , we now return 

To claim oar just inheritance of old, 

Sorer to prosper than prosperity 

Coold have assor'd os; and, by what best way, 40 

Whether of open war, or covert guile, 

We now debate: who can advise, may speak/ 

He ceas*d; and neit him Moloch, scepter'd king. 
Stood u|{, the strongest and the fiercest spirit 
Tliat fought in heav'n, now fiercer by despair: 45 

His trust was with th' £temal to be deem'd 
Equal in strength; and rather than be less 
Gar'd not to be at all ; with that care lost 
Went all his fear; of God, or hell, or worse. 
He reck*d not; and these words thereafter spake: 50 

*My sentence is for open war: of wiles, 
More unexpert, I boast not; them let those 
Contrive who need , or when they need, not now. 
For, while they sit contriving, shall the rest. 
Millions tliat stand in arms, and longing wait 55 

The signal to ascend, sit lingering here 
Hear'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark, opprobrious den of sluune, 
The prison of his tyranny who leigns 
By our delay? No, let us rather choose, 60 

Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once, 
O'er heavVs high tow'rs to force resistless wey, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Against the tortorer; when to meet the noise 
Of his almighty engine he shall hear 55 

Infernal thunder; and, for lightning, see 
Black fire and horror shot with eqoal rage 
Among his angels; and his throne itself 
MixM with Tartarean sulphur, and strange firo, 
Hb own invented torments. But perhaps 70 

The way seeoM difficult and steep to scale 
With upright iring agahist a hig^r foe. 
Let such bethbk theU, if the &epj drench 
Of that forgetfU lake beniottb not stiU, 
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That in our proper motion ve ascend 75 

Up to our native seat: descent and fall 

To us is adrorse. Wlio but fek of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on our brolcen rear 

Insulting^ and pursued us tlirough the deep. 

With wfaiat compulsion and labonons flight 80 

We sunk thus low? Th' ascent is easy then; 

Th' event is fear'd; should we affain provoke 

Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 

To our destruction; if there be in hell 

Fear to be worse destroy'd: what can be worse 85 

Than to dwell here, driven out from bliss, condemn*d 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe; 

Where pain of unextinguishable fire 

Must exercise us without hope of end. 

The vassals of his anger, Miien the scourge 90 

inexorable, and the tmrturing hour, 

Calls us to penance? More destroyed than thos, 

We should be quite abolished, and expire. 

What fear we then? what doubt we to incense 

His utmost ire? which, to the highth enrag'd, 95 

Will either quite consume us, and reduce 

To nothing this essential^ happier far 

Than miserable to have eternal beings 

Or, if our substance be indeed divine, 

And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 100 

On this side nothing ; and by proof we feel 

Our pow^r sufficient to disturb Ids heaven. 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inaccessible, his fatal throne:- 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge.' 105 

He ended frowning, and his look denooDc'd 
Desp'rate revoige, and battle dangerous 
To less than g^s. On th' other side up rose 
Belial, in act mmre graceful and humane: 
A fairer person lost not heaVn; he seem'd 110 

For digmty compos'd, and high exploit; 
But all was false and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropt manna, and could make the worse appear 
The better reason , to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels: for his thoughts were low: 115 

To vice industrious , but to nomer deeds 
Timorous and slothful; yet he pleas'd the ear. 
And with persuasive accent thos began: 

*I should be much for op<ni war, O peers^ 
As not behind in hate; if what was urg'd 120 

Main reason to persuade imqiediate war. 
Did not dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success ; 
When he, who most excels in fact of arms. 
In what he counsels, and in what excels, 125 

Mistrustful, grounds his courage on despair 
And utter dissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge. 
Funst, what revenge? llie tow'rs 4d heav*n are fiU'd 
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Widi armed watch, that reoder all access 130 

Impregnable: oft on the bordering deep 
Encamp tfaeb legions; or, with obacore wing, " 
Scont far and wide into the realm of night, 
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our beds all hell should rise 135 

With blackest insurrection , to confound 
Heaven's purest light $ yet our great enemy, 
AU incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted; and th' ethereal mould. 
Incapable of stain , would soon expel 140 

Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire, 
Victorious. Thus repulsed, our final hope 
Is flat despair: we must exasperate 
Th' almi(^ty Victor to spend all his rage, 
And that must end us , that mmt be our cure, 145 

To be no more. Sad cure! for who would lose. 
Though full of pain, this intellectual being. 
Those thoughts that wander through eternity. 
To perish rather, swallowed up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated nig^t, 150 

DcToid of sense and motion ? And who knows, 
Let this be good, whether our angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever? how he can, 
Is doubtful ; Uiat he noTer wiU , is sure. 
WHl he , so wise , Let loose at once his ire, 155 

> Belike through impotence, or unaware^ 
To give his enemies their wish, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 
To punish endless? Wheref<ae cease we then? 
Say they who counsel war, we are decreed, 160 

Reserved , and destined , to eternal woe ; 
Whatever doing, what can we suffer more. 
What can we suffer worse? Is this Ihen worst, 
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms? 
What, when we fled mnain, pursued, and struck 165 
With heav'n's afflictuiff thunder, and besought 
The dMp to shelter us? this hell then seem'd 
A refuge firom those wounds : me when we lay 
Chained on the burning Me ? that sure was worse. 
What if the breath, that kindled those grim fires, 170 
Awak'd, should blow them into sev'nfold rage. 
And plunge us in the flames? or, from above^ 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us? miat if all 
Her stores were open'd, and this firmament 175 

Of hell should spout her cataracts of fire. 
Impendent horrors , threatening hideous fatt 
One day upon our heads; while we perhaps. 
Designing or eodiorting glorious war, 
Gam^ht in a fiery 4empest shaU be hnrrd 180 

Each on his rock transfix^ , the sport and prey 
Of wradcing whirlwinds ; or for ever sunk 
Under yon boiBng ocean , wrapt in diains; 
There to canveraa with evedastiog groans, 



td PARADISE LOST. Beow H. 

Unrespited, anpided, unreprieT'd, 186 

Ageft of hopeless end? This wonld be worse. 

War therefore, open or concealM , alike 

My Toice dissuades ; for what can force or ^ile 

With him , or who deceive his mind , whose eye 

Views all things at one view? HefromheavVsiugMi 190 

All these our motions vain sees, and derides; 

Not more almighty to resist our might, 

Than wi^^e to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven 

Thus trampled , tlius expell'd to suffer here 195 

Chains and these torments ? Better these than worse, 

By my advice ; since fate inevitable 

Subdues us , and omnipotent decree, 

The Victor's wiU. To suffer, as to do. 

Our strength is equal, nor the law ni^st tSOO 

That so ordakis: this was at first resolvM, 

If we were wise, against so great a loe 

Contendiog, and so dofdbtfql what might fdl. 

I laugh, when ttiose who at die tpear are bold 

And venturous, if that fiiil them, slmnk and fear 2(^ 

What yet they know must follow , to endure 

Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 

The sentence of their conqueror: this is now 

Our do<mi ; which if we can sustain and bear^ 

Our sdpreme foe in time may mudb remit ' 210 

His anger: and perhaps, thus far remov'dy 

Not mmd us not offending, satisfied 

With what is punish'd; whence these raging fires 

Will slacken, if his breath stir not their flames. 

Our purer essence then will overcome 215 

Their noxious vapour : or , innr'd , not feel ; ' 

Or, changed at length, and to the place conformM 

fa temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain; 

Tlus hocTMr will grow mild , this darkness light; 220 

Besides what hope the never-ending flig^ 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what efaange 

Worth waiting ; since our present lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worst, 

If we procure not to oursdves more woe.' 225 

Thus Belial , with words doth'd in reason's garb, 
Counsell'd ignoble ease , and peaceful sloth^ 
Not peace; and after him thus Mammon spake: 

'£idier to disenthrone the King of heaven 
We war, if war be best , or to regain 230 

Our own right lost : him to nnthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting fate shall yield 
To fidde Chance, and Chaos judge the stiife: 
The fonner , vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter: ina what place can be for us 235 

Within heav Vs bound , unless heav'n's Lord snpreme 
We overpow'r ? Suppose he Aould relent, 
And publish grace to lUl , on promise made 
Of new snbjectien; with-whal eyes eoiild we 
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Stand in his presence humble, and receive 240 

Strict laws impos'd, to celebrate his throne 

With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead sing 

ForcM halleligahs; while he lordly sits 

Onr envied sovran, and his altar breathes ' 

Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers, £45 

Our servile offerings? This must be our task 

In heav'n, this onr delight; how wearisome 

Eternity so spent, in worship paid 

To whom we hate! Let us not then pursue 

By force impossible, by leave obtain'd 250 

Unacceptable, though in heaven, our state 

Of splendid vassalage; but rather seek 

Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 

Live to ourselves, though in this vast reeess. 

Free, and to none accountable, prefnrriag 255 

Hard liberty before the easy yoke 

Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 

Then most conspicuous, when great things of amall. 

Useful of hurtful , prosperous of adverse. 

We can create ; and in what place soe'er 260 

Thrive under evil, and work ease out of pain. 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darkness do we dread? How olt amidst 

Thick clouds and dark doth heav'n*s all-ruling Sire 

Choose to reside, his glory unobscurM, 265 

And with the majesty of darkness round 

Covers his throne; from whence deep thund«« roar 

Must'ring their rage, and heav'n resembles hell. 

As he oar darkness, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we please? This ddsert soil 270 

Wants not her hidden lustre , gems and *gold ; 

Nor want we skill or arl, from whence to raise 

Blagnificence ; and what can heav'n show more? 

Our torments also may in length of time 

Become our elements; these piercing fires 275 

As soft as now severe, our temper chang'd 

Into their temper; which must needs remove 

The sensible of pain. AU brings invite 

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 

Of order , how pn safety best we may 280 

Compose onr present evils, with regsnrd 

Of what we are, and where: dismissing quite 

AU thoughts of vrar. Ye have what I advise.' 

He scarce had fimsh'd, when su^ murmur fiU'd 
Tb' assembly, as when hollow rocks retain 285 

The sound of blusfnng winds; which all niglrt long 
Had rons*d the sea, now with hoarse cadence Infl 
Seafaring men o'er-watch*d , whose bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tempest: such i^plause was heard 290 

As Mammon ended, and his sentence pleas'd 
Advising peace : for such another field 
They dreaded worse than hell : so much Hie fsar 
Of thonder and the swMd ^ Blichael 
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Wfought still within them , and no lest desire 295 

To found this nether empire , which might rise 

By poHcy , and lonp^ process of time, 

In emulation opposite to heaven. 

lYfaich when BeSlssebah perceivM, than whom, . 

Satan except, none higher sat, with grave ' 300 

Aspect he rose , and in his rising seemM 

A pillar of irtate; deep on his front engraven 

Deliberation sat, and public care; 

And princely counsel in his face yet shone. 

Majestic , though in ruin : sage he stood 305 

With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear 

The weight of mightiest monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience and attention still as night 

Or summer's noontide air, while thus he spake: 

^Thrones and Imperial Pow'rs, Offspring of Heaven, 310 
Ethereal Virtues; or these titles now 
Must we renomiee, and, changing style, be cali'd 
Princes of Hell? for to the popular vote 
Inclines here to continue, and build up here 
A growings empire: doubtless, while we dream, 315 
And know iiot that the King of heav'n hath doom'd 
Thb place our dungeon; not our safe r^reat 
Beyond his potent arm , to live exempt 
From heaven's high jurisdiction , in new league 
Banded against his throne, but to remain 320 

In strictest bondage, though thus far remev'd 
Under th* inevitable curb, reserv'd 
His captive multitode: for he, be sure, 
In highth or depth, still first and last will reign 
Sole king, and of hia kingdom lose no part 325 

By our reviidt; but over hell extend 
His empire, and with iron scepter rule 
Us here, as with his golden those in heaven. 
What sit we then projecting peace and war? 
War hath determined us, and foil'd wHh loss 330 

Irreparable; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchsaf d or sought ; for what peace will be given 
To us enslaved, Irot custody severe 
And stripes, anid arbitrary punishment 
Inflicted? and what peace can we return, 335 

But to our pow'r hostility and hate, 
UntamM reluctance , and revenge , though slow, 
Yet ever plotting how the conqu'ror lea^t 
May reap his conquest, imd may least rejoice 
In doing what we most in safferiiig feel ? 340 

Nor will occasion want, nor shall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav'tt , ^hose high walls fear no assault or siege» 
Or ambush from Sie deep. What if we find 
Some easier enterprise? There is a place 345 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in heaven 
£rr not), another worid, the hi^y seat 
Of some n^w race, called Man, about tbis time 
To be created like to us, though less 
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In powV and excellence, but foTour'd more 350 

Of him who roles above; eo was his will 

PronouncM among the gods; and by an oaA, 

That shook heaven's whole circumference, confirm'd. 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts , to learn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what moidd > 355 

Or substance, how endued, and what their power, 

And where their weakness , how attempted best, 

By force or subtlety. Though hear'n be shnt. 

And heav'n's high Arbitrator sit secure 

In his own strength , this place may lie expos'd^ 360 

The utmost border of his kingdom , left 

To their defence who hold it: here perhaps 

Some advantageous act may be achieved 

By sudden onset; either with hell fire 

To waste his whole creation, or possess ^5 

All as our own, and drive, as we were dnven. 

The puny habitants, or, if not drive, 

Seduce them to our par^, that their Grod 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Abolish his own works. This would surpass 370 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confusion , and our joy upraise 

In his disturbance; when his darling sons, 

Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, shall curse 

Their frail original, and faded bliss, 375 

Faded so soon. Advise, if this be worth 

Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 

Hatching vain empires.* Thus Beelzebub 

Pleaded his devilish counsel, first devis'd 

By Satan, and in part proposed :^ for whence, 380 

But from the author of all ill, could spring 

So deep a malice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 

To mingle and involve, done all to spite 

The great Creator? But their spite still serves 365 

His glory to augment. The bold design 

Pleased highly Uiose infernal states , and joy 

Sparkled in all their eyes: with full assent 

They vote: whereat his speech he thus renews: 

*Well have ye jodi^'d, well ended long debate, 390 
Synod of gods , and uke to what ye are, 
Great things resolv'd, which, £rpm the lowest deep. 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient seat; perhaps in view 
Of those bright confines, whence, with neighboring amuT 
And opportune excursion, we may chance 
Re-enter heaven; or else in some mild zone 
Dwell, not unvisited of heav'n's fair light. 
Secure; and at the brightening orient beam 
Puree off this gloom: the soiS delicious air, 400 

To heal the scar of these corrosive fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. But firsts whom shall we send 
In search of this new world? whom shall we find 
Sufficient? who shall tempt with wand'ring feet 
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Tbe dark, unbottom^cl , infinite abys9, 405 

And through the palpable obscure find out 

His nnconth way, or spread his aery flight 

Upborne with indefatigable wing^ 

Over the Tast abrupt, ere he arrive 

The happy isle? What strength, what art can then 410 

Suffice, or what evasion bear him safe 

Through the strict senteries and stations thick 

Of angels watching round ? Here he had need 

All chrcumspection , and we now no less . 

Choice in our suffrage; for, on whom we send, 415 

The weight of all and eur last hope relies.' 

This said, he sat; and expectation held 
His look suspense , awaiting who appearM 
To second, or oppose, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but all sat mute, 420 

Pond'ring the danger with deep thoughts ; and each 
la other's count'nance read his own dismay. 
Astonished : none among the choice and prime 
Of those heav'n-warring champions could be found 
So hardy , as to proffer or accept 425 

Alone the dreadful voyage; till at last 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride. 
Conscious of highest worth, unmov'd thus spake: 

*0 Progeny of heav'n, empyreal Thrones, 430 

With reason hath deep silence and demur 
Seiz'd us, though undismayed. Long is the way 
And hard, that out of hell leads up to light ; 
Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold , and gates of burning adamant, 
Barr'd over as, prohibit all egress. 
These passed, if any pass, the void profound 
Of unessential night receives him next 
Wide^gaping , and with utter loss of being 440 

Threatens him, plung'd \p that abortive gulf. 
If thence he 'scape into whatever world. 
Or unknown region, what remains him less 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape? 
But I should ill become this throne, O peers, 445 

And this imperial sovranty, adorn'd 
With splendour, arm'd with pow'r, if aught propos'd 
And jndg'd of public moment , in the shape 
Of difficulty or danger , could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do 1 assume 450 

These royalties, and not refuse to reign, 
Refusing to accept as great a share 
Of hazard as of honour , due alike 
To him who reigns , and so much to hhn due 
Of hazard more, as he above the rest 455 

Hig^ honour'd sits? Go, therefore, mighty powers. 
Terror of heav'n , thongh fall'n ; intend at home. 
While here shall be our home, what best may ease 
The present misory , and render hell 
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More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 460 

To respite, or deceWe, or slack the pain 

Of this ill mansion: intermit no watch 

Against a wakeful foe, while I abroad 

Through all the coasts of dark destruction geek 

Deliveraittee for us all:, ihis enterprise 465 

None shall partake with me.' Thus saying rose 

llie monarch , and prevented all reply ; 

Prudent, lest, from his resolution rals'd, 

Others among the chief might offer now 

(Certain to 1^ refus'd) what erst they fear'd; 470 

And, so refused, might in opinion stand 

Hit rivals; winning cheap the high repute. 

Which he through hazard huge must earn. But they 

Dreaded not more th' adventure, than his voice , 

Forbidding; and at once with him they rose: 475 

Their rising all at once , was at the sound 

Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone; and at a god 

Extol him equal to the Highest In heav'n : 

Nor foiled they to express how much they prais'd, 480 

That for the ge^pral safety he detpis'd 

His own: for neither do the spirits damn'd 

Lose all their virtue; lest bad men should boast 

Their specious deeds on earth which glory excites^ 

Or dose ambition , varnishM o'er with zeal. 485 

Thus th^ their doubtful consultations dark 

Ended , rejoicing in their matchless chief: 

At when from mountain-tops the dusky dloudt 

Atcending, while the north wind sleeps, overspread 

Heav'n't dheerful face, the louring element 490 

Scowlt o'er the darkened landskip snow, or shower; 

If chance the radiant son with farewell sweet 

Extend his evening beam^ the fields revive, 

The birdt their notet renew , and bleating herda 

Attest their joy , that hill and valley rinffs. 495 

shame to men! devil witlLdevil damuM 

Firm concord holds , men only disagree 

Of creatures rational though under hope 

Of heav'nly grace ; and , God proclaiming peace, 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife, 500 

Among themselves^ and levy cruel wart, 

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy: 

At if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellish foes enow besides. 

That, day and night, for his destruction wait. 505 

The Stygian council thus dissolved ; and twtHh 

In order came the grand infernal peers: 

Midst came their mighty paramount , and teon'd 

Alone th' antagonist of heav'n, nor less 

Than hell's dread emperor ^ with pomp supreme, 510 

And God-like Loiitated state: him round 

A globe of fiery Swaphim enclosed 

With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 

Then •f their tetilon ended they bid cry 

B 
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With trumpete' regal sound the great rOsolt: 515 

Towards the four winds four fp^dy Chembim 
Pnt to their months the sounding alchymy, 
B^ herald^s yoice ezplain'd; the hollow abyss 
£foard far and wide , and all the host of hell 
With dcafning shout returned them loud acdaini. 520 
Thence more at ease their minds, and somewhat rais'd 
B^ false presumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
Disband, and, wandering, each his several way 
Pursues, as inclinadon or sad choice 
Leads him , perplexed where he may likeliest find 525 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours , till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain , or in the air subiiilie, 
Upon the wing, or in swift race contend, 
As at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields; 530 

Part curb their fiery steeds, or shun the' goal 
VHih rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form. 
As when , to warn proud cities , war appears 
Wag*d in the troubled sky, and armies rush 
To battle in the clouds , before each van 535 

Prick forth the aery knights, and conch their spears. 
Till thickest legions close; with feats of arms 
From either end of heaVn the welkin bums. 
Others with Tast Typhoean rage mOre fell, 
"Reiid~np both rocks and bilk , and ride the air 540 
In whirlwind ; hell scarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when Alcides, from Oechalia crowned 
With conquest, felt th' enyenom'd robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines. 
And Lichas fVom the top of Oeta threw 545 

Into th' Euboic sea. Others more mild, 
Retreated in a silent Talley , sing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds, and hapless fall 
By doom of battle; and complain that fate 550 

Free Tirtue should enthrall to force or chance* 
Their song was partial; but the harmony 
(What could it less when spirits immortal sing?) 
Suspended hell, and took with ravlKhment 
The thronging audience. In discourse more sweet 555 
(For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense), 
Others^ apart sat on a hill retir'd. 
In thoughts more eloTate, and reason'd high 
Of proTidence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 
FixM fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute, 560 

And found no end , in wand*ring mazes lost. 
Of good and evil much they afgued then. 
Of happiness and final misery, 
Passion and apathy, and glory and shame, 
Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy: 565 

Yet, with a pleasing sorcery, could charm 
Pain for a while , or anguidi , and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breast 
With stubborn patience, at with triple steel. 



Bmk U. PARADISE ItOST. ZT 

Ans&fie-^Mi^ in fquadrons and gran bands, 570 

On bold adventure to dbcoTor wide 
That dismal world , if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them easier habitation, bend 
Four wa^s their flying march, along the banks 
Of four mfemai rivers, that disgorge 575 

Into the burning lake their baleful streams : 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 
Sad Acheron of sorrow, black and deep; 
CocytuB, nam^d of lamentation loud 
Heiurd on the rueful stream; fierce Phlegethon, 580 

Whose wayes of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far off from these, a slow and silent stream, 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls 
Her wat'ry labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 
Forthwith his former state and being forgets, 585 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 590 

Of ancient pile: or else deep snow and ice, 
A gulf profound as that Swbonian bog 
Betwixt Damlata and mount Casius old. 
Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air 
Bmms firoite, and cold performs th* effect of fire. 595 
Thither by harpy-footed furies halM, 
At certain revolutions, all the damned 
Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce. 
From beds of ragbg fire , to starve in ice 600 

Their soft ethoreal warmth, and there to pine 
Immoveable, infixM, and frozen round. 
Periods of thne, thence hurried back to fire. 
They ferry over this Lethean soond 
Both to and fro, thdr sorrow to augment, 605 

And wish and straggle , as they pass , to reach 
The tempting stream, with one small drop to lose 
In sweet forgetfulness all pain and woe. 
All in one moment, and so near the brink; 
But fate withstands , and to oppose th* attempt 610 

Medusa with Gorgonian terror guards 
The ford, and of itself the water flies 
All taste of livhig wight, as once it fled 
The lip of TantiUns. Thus rovhig on 
In c6nhu'd march forlora, th' adventurous bands 615 
With shndd'rinff horror pale , and eyes aghast^ 
Tiew'd first thttr lamentable lot, and found 
No rest: tihrough many a dark and dreary vale 
They pass'd, ai^ many a region dolorouf^ 
O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620 

Bocln, cfixs!l».lak«i, fens, hogs^dtaa^ and shades of death, 
A universe of death 7 which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good; 
Where all UJfe dies, death Inres, and nature breeds, 

B2 



as PARADISE LOST . Boow IL 

Perverse, all raonstrens, all /prodigious thiogVy 6^5 

Abominable, inutterable , and worse 

Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conodv'd, 

Gordons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 

^ Meanwhile, the adversary of God and man, 

Satan, with tlioughts inflam'd of bigbest design, 630 

Puts on swift wings, and towards the gates of hell 

Explores his solitary flight : sometimes 

He scours the right hand coast, sometimes the lefk; 

Now shaves with level wing the d^ep ; then soars . 

Up to the fiery concave tow'ring high. 635 

As when far off at sea a fleet descrM 

Hangs in the clouds , by equinoctial winds 

Close sailing from Bengala, or the isles 

.Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 

Their spicy drugs; they, on the trading flood, 640 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Gape, 

Ply stemming nightly toward the pole : so seem'd 

Far off the nying fiend. At last appear 

Hell-hounds, high reaching to the horrid roof, 

And^ hrt c e thr e c fold-tlie^gtes : three folds were imiss, 645 

Three iron, three of adamantine rock 

Impenetrable 9 impal'd with circling fire. 

Yet onconsum'd. Before the gates there sal 

On either side a formidable shape; 

The one seemM woman to the waist ^ and fair; 650 

But ended foul in many a scaly fold 

Voluminous and vast; a serpent arm'd 

With mortal sting: about her middle round 

A cry of hell-hounds never-ceasing bark'd 

With wide Cerbcrean mouths full loud , and rang 655 

A hideous peal; yet, when they list, would cre^^ 

If aught disturbed theur noise , into her womb, 

And kennel there; yet there still haxk*d and howi'd^ 

Within unseen. Far less abhorr'd than these 

Vex*d Scylla, bathing in the sea that parte 660 

Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrlan shore: 

Nor uglier follow the night-ha^^, when, caird 

In secret, riding through the air she comes^ 

I/ur'd with the smell of infant blood, to dance 

With Lapland witches, while the lab*ring mooa 665 

Eclipses at their charms. The other shape, 

If shape it might be call'd that shape^ had none 

Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb; 

Or substance might be caird that shadow seem'd^ 

For each seem'd either: black it stood as night, 670 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell. 

And shook a dreadful dart; what seem'd his liead^ 

The likeness of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat 

The monster moving onward came as fast 675 

With horrid strides ; hell trembled as he strode. 

Th' undaunted fiend what this mi^ht be admirM,, 

Admired, not fear'd ; God and his Son except. 

Created thbg naught valued he, nor shunn'd; 
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And with dladainfol look thus first began : 680 

* Whence, and what alt thou, execrable shape^ 
That dar^st, though grim and terrible, adTance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates? through them I mean to pass. 
That be assured, withont leave asVd of thee: 685 

Retire, or taste Ihy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-born, not to contend with Spirits of heayen,' 

To whom the goblin full of wrath replied: 
^Ati thou that traitor angel, art thou he, 
Who first broke peace in heaven, and faith, till then 690 
Unbroken; and in proud rebellious arms. 
Drew after him the third part of heaT'n's sons 
CoDJorM against the Highest; for which both tho« 
And they,. outcast from God, are here condemnM 
Ta waste eternal days in woe and pain? 695 

And reckon'st thou thyself with Spirits of heayen, 
Hell-doom'd, and breath'st defiance hercr and scorn, 
Where I reign king, and, to enrage thee more. 
Thy king tod lord ? Back to thy punishment. 
False fui^tiVe, and to thy speed add wings, 700 

Lest with a: whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy lingering, or with one stroke of this dart 
Strange horror seise thee , and pangs unfelt before.' 

So spake the grisly terror, and in shape, 
8o. speaking and so threatening, grew tenfold 705 

More dreadful and deform. On th' other side, 
Inceng'd with indignation, Satan stood 
Unterrified , And like a comet bum'd. 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
In ih' arctio sky , and from his horrid hair 710 

Shakes pestilence and war. £ach at the head 
Lereird his deadly aim; their fatal hands 
No sebohd stroke intend, and such a frown 
Each cast at th^ other, as when two black clouds, 
Wilh heaven's artillery fraught, come rattling on- 715 
Oyer the Caspian, then stand front to front, 
Hoyering a space, till winds the signal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air: 
So trown*d the mighty combatants, that hell 
Cfarew darker at their frown; so. matchM they stood; 720 
For neyev litnt once more was either like 
To meet so great a foe : and now gr^at deeds 
Had been achiey^d, whereof all hell had rungi 
Had not the snaky sorceress, that sat 
Wsat by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 725 

Ris*n, and with hideouf outcry ruehM between. 

'O father^ what intends thy hand', she cried, 
* Against thy only son? What fury, O son. 
Possesses thee to b^nd that mortal dart 
Against thy father's head? and know'st for whom; 730 
For him who sits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whatever his wraA, which he calls justice, bids; 
His wrathi which one day m'M destroy y« both.' 
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She ipake, and at her words the hellbh peit 735 
Forbore; then these to her Satdn returned t 

*So strange thy outcry, and thy words so stnuige 
Thou interposest, that my sudden hand, 
Prerented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends; till first I know of thee, 740 

What thing thou art, thus double-fomiM, and why, 
In this infernal Tale first met, thou calFst 
Me father, and that ^lantasm cairst my sont 
I know thee not, nor ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable than him and theeJ* 749 

T* whom thus the portress of hell-gate replied i 
*Hast thou forgot me then, and do I seem 
Now in thine eye so foul? once deem*d so fair 
In heaT'n, when at th' assembly, and in sight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combined 750 

In bold conspiracy against hearVs Kiag^ 
All on a sudden mismble pain 
Suroris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and diizy swan 
In darkness, while thy head flames thick aotd tUt 
Threw forth; till, on the left side opeafaig wide, 755 
Ukest to thee in shape and countenance bmht. 
Then shininff heaVnly fair, a goddess armM, 
Out of thy head 1 sprung; amazement sels'd 
All th' host of heaT'n; back they receilM afraid 
At first, and calFd me Sin, and for a sign 760 

Portentous held me; but, familiar grown, 
I pleasM, land with attractiTe graces won 
The most ayerse, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect image riewing, 
ttecam*st enamoured, and such joy thou took*gt 765 
With me in secret, that my womb conceiT*d 
A growing burden. Meanwhfle war arose. 
And fields were fought in heav'n ; wherein feoHifai'd 
O^or what could dite?) to our Almighty Foe 
Clear Tictory; to our part loss and rout, ' 770 

Through all the empyr<^: down they JMl 
Driif*n headlong from the pitch of heaTen, down 
Into this deep; and in the general fall 
I also; at which time this powerful key 
Into my hand was giy'n , with charge to keep . 775 

These gates for ever shut, which none can pasi 
Without my opening. PensiTo here I sat 
Alone; but long I sat not, till my womb, 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessiye grown. 
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. 780 

At last this odious offspring whom thou seest, 
Thine own begotten, breaking Tiolent way. 
Tore through my entrails, that , with fear and pain 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
TransformM : but he my inbred enemy 786 

Forth issued, brandishing his fatal dart 
Made to destroy. I fled , and cried out Death! > 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sighed 
From all her cavei, and back yesonnded, DeathI . » t . 
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I fled : bat he parfaed (though more , it seeme, 790 

Inflani'd with lust than rage) , and, swifter far, 

Me overtook his mother all dismayed, 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingend'rine with me, of that rape begot 

These yelRng monsters, that with ceageless cry 795 

Sarround me, as thoa saw'«t, hourly conceived 

And hourly bom, with sorrow infinite 

To me; for, when they list, into the womb 

That bred them they return, and howl and gnaw 

My bowels, their repast; then bursting forth SOO 

Afresh with conscious terrors Tex me round, 

That rest or intermission none I find. 

Before mine eyes in opposition sits 

Grim Death, my son and foe; who sets them on. 

And me his parent would full soon devour 805 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with ndne involved ; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane. 

Whenever that shall be; so fate pronounc'd. . 

But thou, O father, 1 forewarn thee, shun 810 

His deadly arrow: neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in those bright arms. 

Though tempered heav'niy; for that mortal dint, 

Save he who reigns above, none can resist.' 

She finishM ; and the subtle fiend his lore 815 

Soonleam*d, now milder, and thus answer*d smooth : 

^Dear daughter, since thou claim^st me for thy sire. 
And my fair son here show^st me, the dear fledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heav'n, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, through dire change 820 
Befall'n us, unforeseen, unthought of; know, 
I come no enemy, but to set free 
From out this dark and dismal house of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heavenly host 
Of spirits, that, in our just pretences arm'd, St5 

Fell with us from on high ; from them I go 
This uncouth errand sole; and one for all 
Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread 
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void immense 
To search with wandVing quest a place foretold 830 
Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now 
Created vast and round, a place of bliss 
In the purlieus of heav'n, and therein plac'd 
A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
Perhaps our vacant room: though more removM 835 
Lest heav'n, surcharge with potent multitpde. 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this or aught 
Than this more secret now designed, I haste 
To know; and, this once known, shall soon return, 
And bring ye to the place where thou and Death 840 
Shall dwell at ease, and up and 4own unseen 
Wing silently the buxom air, imbalm'd 
With odours; there ye shall be fed and fill'd 
Immeasurably; all things shall be your prey." 
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He ceas'd, for bojth seem'd highly pleated, and Death 
Griim'd horrible a ghastly smile, to hear 
His famine should be filled ; and blest his maw 
DestinM to that good hour: no less rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus bespakeher sire: 

* The key of tliis infernal pit by due, 850 

And by command of heaven's all-pow'rful King', 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart, 
Fearless to be o'ermatth'd by living mlgl^, 855 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrust me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To sit In hateful office here confin'd. 
Inhabitant of heav'n , and heay'nly-bom, 860 

Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamours compassed round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed? 
Thou art my father , thou my author, thou , 
My being gair^st me; whom should I obey 865 

But thee? whom follow? thou wilt bring me soon 
To that new world of light and bliss, among 
The gods who live at ease, where I shall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous , as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end.' 870 

Thus saying , from her side the fatal key. 
Sad instrument of all our woe , she took ; 
And, towards the gate rolling her bestial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up-drew, 
Which, but herself, not all the Stygian powers 675 

Could once have mov'd ; then in the key-hole turns 
Th^ intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of massy iron or soUd rock with ease 
Unfastens. On a sudden open fly 

With impetuous recoil and jarring sound 880 

Th* infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
Of £rebns. She open'd^ but to shut 
ExceH'd her pow'r; the gates wide open stood, / 
That with extended wmgs a bannered host, 885 

Under spread ensigns marching, might pass through 
With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array; 
So ^ide they stood , and like a furnaces mouth 
Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame. 
Before their eyes in sudden view appear 890 

The secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
inimitable ocean , without bound, 

Withoit dunension, where length, breadth, and htghth. 
And tim^, ai^d place, are lost; where eldest Klght 
And Chaos, ancestors of Nature, hold 895 

Eternal anarchy, amidst the noise 
Of endless wars , and by confusion stand. 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce, 
Strive here fojr mastery, and to battle bsiag 
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Their embryon atoms; they arouiHt the flag 900 

Of each his faction , in their several clans, 

light-arm'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or slow. 

Swarm populous, mmumber'd as the sands 

Of Barca or Gyrene's torrid soil. 

Levied to side with warring winds, and poise 905 

Their lighter wings. To whom these most adhere^ 

He rales a moment : Chaos umpire sits. 

And by decision more embroils the fray 

By which he reigns: next him high arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into this wild abyss, 910 

The womb of Nature, and perhaps her grave. 

Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire. 

But all these in their pregnant causes mix'd 

Gonfus'dly, and which thus must ever fight, 

Unless tV Almiehty Maker them ordaiil 915 

EUs dark materials to create more worlds; 

Into this wild abyss the wary fiend 

Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd a while, 

Pood'ring his voyage ; for no narrow fritli 

He had to cross. Nor was his ear less peal'd 920 

With noises loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great things with small) , than when Bellonft storms, 

With all her battering engines bent to rase 

Some capital city ; or less than if this frame 

Of heav*n were falling, and these Uements 925 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The stedfast earth. At last his i^il-broad vans 

He spreads for flight, and in the surging smoke 

Uplifted spnrns the ground; thence many a Icrtgu^ 

As in a cloudy chair , ascending rides 930 

Audacious; but, that seat soon failing, meets 

A vast vacuity : all unawares 

Plnttering his pennons vain , plumb down he drops 

Ten thousand fathom deep; and to this hour 

Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 935 

The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud, 

Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury staid, 

Qnench'd in a boggy syrtis, neither sea. 

Nor good dry land : nigh founderM on he fares, 940 

Treadine the crude consistence , half on foot, 

Half flying; behoves him now both oar and sftil. 

As when a gryphon through the wilderness 

With winged course , o'er hill or moory dale, 

Porsnes the Arimaspian, who by stealth 945 

Had from his wakeful cu^ody purloin'd 

The guarded gold: so eagerly me fiend 

0*er bog, or steep, lhMii]^h straight, rough, dea9e, orrare^ 

With head , hands , wings , or feet , pursues hb way, 

Aad swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flif^: 9^(X 

At length, a universal hubbub wild 

Of stunning aoun^ , and voices all confus'd,) 

Borne through the hollow dark , assaults his ear 

With loadeft vehemence; thither he pl^es. 



U PARADISE lost: , Book II 

Undaaoted, to meet there whatever power 955 

Or spirit of the nethermost abyss 

Might in that noise reside, of whom to ask 

Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies 

Bordering on light; when straight behold the throne 

Of Chaos, and his dark panlion spread 960 

Wide on tihe wasteful deep; with him enthroned 

Sat sable^Tested Ni^ht, eldest of things, 

The consort of hb reign ; and by them stood 

Orcus and Ades, and 3ie dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon! Bumonr next and Chance, 965 

And Tumult and Confiikion all embreil'd, 

And Discord with a thousand various mouths. 

T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus: 'Ye powm 

And spirits of this nethermost ahyss. 

Chaos and ancient Night, I come no spy, 970 

With purpose to explore or to disturb 

The secrets of your realm; but, by constraint 

Wand'ring this darksome desert, as my way 

Lies through your spacious empire up to light, 

Alone, and without guide, half lort, I seek 975 

What readiest path leads where your gloomy boirad« 

Confine with heaVn; or if some other place, 

From your dominion won, th* ethweal King 

Possesses lately, thither to arrive 

I travel this profound; direct my course; 980 

Directed, no mean recompense it brings 

To your behoof, if I that region lost, 

All usurpation thence expelFd, reduce 

To her original darkness, and your sway 

(Which is my present journey), and once more 985 i 

Krect the standard there of ancient Night: 

Yours be th' advantage all , mine the revenge.' 

Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old, 
With falt'ring speech and visage incompos'd. 
Answered: <1 know thee, stranger, who thou art, 990 
That mighty leading angel , who of late 
Made head against heaven's King , though overthrown. 
I saw and heard; for such a numerous host 
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep. 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995 

Confusion worse confounded; and heav'n-gates 
Pour'd out by millfond her victorious bands 
Pursuing. 1 upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence; if all I can will serve 
That little which is left so to defend, ^ 1000 

EncroachM on still through y^ ur intestine broils 
Weakening the scepter ox old Night : first hell. 
Your duOgeon, stretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately heav'n and earth, another world. 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain 1005 
To that side heav'n from whence your legions fdl : 
If that way be your walk, you have not ffut; 
So much the nearer danger; go, and speed; 
Havoc, and spoil, and ruin, are my gain.' 
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He ceas'd; and Satao staid not to reply, 1010 

Bat, glad that now hii sea should find a shore, 
With fresli alacrity, and force renewed. 
Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire, ' 

Into the M'ild expanse, and, through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round 1015 

£nTiron*dy wins his way; harder heiet 
And more endangw'd , than when Argo passM 
Through Bosporus, betwixt the jostling rocks: 
Or when Ulysses on the larboard shunn'd 
Charyhdis, and by th' oflier whirlpool steerM. 1020 

So he with difficulhr und labour hard 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and hibonr he; 
But, he once past, soon a^ter, when man fell, 
Strange alteration i Sin aiid Death amain 
Following his track; such was the will of Heaven, 1025 
PaT'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over die dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 
Tamelv ^ndnr'd a bridge of wondrous length, 
From hell eontinued reaching th' utmost orb 
Of this frail worid ; by which the spbrlts penrerse 1030 
With easy intercourse pass to and firo 
To tempt or punish mortals, except whom 
God and good angels guard by special grlice« 
But now at last the sacred influence 
Of light appears , and from the walls of heaTon 1035 
Shoots far Into the bosom of dim Night, 
A glimmering dawn: here Nature first iNSgins 
Her forthest verge, and Chaos to retire. 
As from her outmost worics a broken foe. 
With tumult less, and with less hostile db, 1040 

That Satan with less toil , and now with ease 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light. 
And, like a weather-beaten vessel, holds 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn; 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 1045 

Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold 
Far off th' empyreal heav'n , extended wide ' 
In circuit > undetermined square or round, 
With opal tow'rs and battlements adom'd 
Of Uving sapphire , once his native seat ; 1050 

And fast by, hanging in a golden chain. 
This pendent world, in bi^ess as a ststr 
Of smallest magnitude, close by the moon. ^ 

Thither, full fraught with mischievous revenge, 
Aecmrs'd, and ia a cursed hour, he hies. 1055 
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Gody tlttingi on Mb throne y 9ee» Satan flying toward* tiio 
world, then newly created; show* him to the Son, who eat at Me 
right hand] foretele the success of Satan in perverting mankind; 
clears his own justice and wisdom from <Ut imputation , having 
created man free, and able enough to have withstood nis tempter ; 
^et declares his purpose of grace towards him , in regard he fell 
not of his own malice , as did Satan , hut by him seduced. ThB 
Son of God renders praises to his Father for the manifestaUom of 
his gracious purpose towards man : but God again declares . that 

S'aee cannot he extended towards man without the satisfaction of 
vine justice : man hath offended the majesty of God by aspiring 
to Godhead, and therefore, with all his progeny, devoted to deaths 
must die , unless some one can be found sufficient to ahsiver for 
his offence , and undergo his punishment. The Son of God freely 
offers himself a ransom for man: the Father accepts him y ordains 
his incarnation , pronounces his exaltation above oil names im 
heaven and earth; commands all the angels to adore Mm, Thek 
obey, and hymning to their harps in full quire, celebrate the Father 
0na the Son, Mean while Satan alights upon the bare eonv^ex c^ 
this world's outermost orb; where wandering he first finds aplaee^ 
oince ealledthe Limbo of Vanity: what persons and things fly up 
thither: thence comes to the gate of heaven, described ascending' 
h^ stairs , and the waters above the firmament that fknw about it .* 
his passage thence to the orb of the sun ; he finds there UrieL 
the regent of that orb , btU first changes himself into the shap» 
of a meaner angel; and, pretending a zealous desire to behold^ 
the new creation , and man whom God had placed here inquireo 
of him the place of his habitation , and is directed: alights first 
on mount Niphates, 



Hail, holy Ligfa^l o£&pring of heaT'n first-bcHro, 
Or of th* fiternal coeternal beani. 
May I express thee onhlamM ? iiuioe God U light. 
And noTer but ia unapproached light 
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright effluence ef bright essence increate. 
Or hear^st thou rather, pure ethereal stream. 
Whose fountain who shall tell? Before Uie sun. 
Before the heavens thou wert , and at the voice 
' Of God , as with a mantle , didst invest 10 

The rising world of watora dark and deep^ ^ 
Won from the void and formless infinite. 
Thee I revisit now with bold/er wing, 
Escap'd the Stygian pool , though long detained 
In that obscure sojourn, while in my flight 15 

Through utter and through middle darkness borne, 
With other notes than to th' Orph^ftn lyre, 
I sung of Chaos and eternal Night; 
Taught by the heav'niy muse to venture down 
The dark descent, and up to re-ascend, 20 

Though hard and rare: thee I revisit safe. 
And feel thy sovran vital lamp: but thou 
Hevisit'st not these eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy pierdng ray , and find no dawn : 
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So thick a drop 'serene hiith ^encIiM ttmr orbf^ 25 

Or dim suflbsion yeilM. Yet not the more 

Cease I to wander, vhere the muses hannt 

Clear sprhig, or shady groTe, or sanny hill, 

Smit with the lOTe of sacred song; bat chief 

Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 30 

That wash thy hallowM feet: and warbling flow, 

Nighfly I Tisit; nor sometimes forget 

Those other two equallM with me in fate^ 

So were I equalFd with them in renown. 

Blind Thamyris and blind Maeonides, 35 

And Tiresias and Phineos, prophets old: 

Then feed on thoughts, that Tolontary more 

Harraonions nombers; as the wakeful bird 

Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert liid, 

Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 40 

Seasons return : but not to me returns 

Day , or the sweet approach of ev^n or mom, 

Or sight of Temal bloom, or summer's rose, 

Or flocks y or herds, or human face divine; 

But cloud instead, and ever-during dark 45 

Surrounds me , from the cheerful ways of men 

Cat off, aiid for the book of knowledge fair, 

Pkresented with a universal blank 

Of nature's works to me expungM and ras'd. 

And wbdoni at one entrance quite shut oat 50 

So mudi the rather thou, celestial Light, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mist from thence 

Purge and difiperse, that 1 may see and tell 

Of things iiivisible to mortal sight. / 55 

Now had th' Ahnlghty Fattier from aboye, 
From the pure empj^an where he sits 
High throned above all highth , buit down his eye, 
His own works, and their works, at once to view; 
About him all Uie sanctities of heaven GO 

Stood thidc as stars, and from his sight reoeiv'd 
Beatitude past utterance; on his right 
The radiant image of his glory sat, 
His only Son ; on earth he first beheld 
Onr two first parents, yet the only two - 65 

Of mankind , in the happy ^den plac'd» 
Reapmg inunortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy , unrivall'd love, 
In blissfnl soUtude; he then surveyed 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 70 

Coasting the waU of heav*n on this side night 
In the dan air sublime, and ready now 
To stoop with wearied wings, and willing feet. 
On the bare outside of this world ; that seem'd 
Firm land Imbosom'd without firmament, 75 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his prospect high. 
Wherein past, preset, future, he beholds, 
Thus to his only Sta fweseeing spake: 
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^Only Ibegotten %ii, seeet thou irh«t rage 80 

Transports our adversary ? whom no bounds 
Prescribed , no bars of hell , nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abysa 
Wide interrupt, can hold; so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge, that shall redound 85 

Upon his own isebeilious head. And now* 
Through all restraint broke loose , he wings his way 
s Not far off heav'n , in the precincts of light, 
Directly towards die new-created world 
And man there placed, with purpose to assay 90 

If him by force he can destroy, or, worse. 
By some false guile pervert; and shall pervert. 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies, 
And easily transgress the sole command. 
Sole pled^ of his obedience: so will fall 95 

He and his faithless progeny. Whose fault? 
Whose but his own ? Ingrate , he had of me 
All he could have ; I made him just and riffht. 
Sufficient to have stood, though free to falLj 
Such I created all th' ethereal powers 100 

And spirits, both them who stood, and them ^ho failM{ 
Freely they stood ^o stood , and fell who fcdl. 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n sincere 
Of true allegiance, constant faith or love, 
Where only what they needs must do appeared, 105 

Not what mey would? what praise could they receive, 
What pleasure 1 from such obedience paid. 
When will and reason (reason also is choice) 
Useless and vain , of freedom both despoiled. 
Made passive boUi , had s^rv'd necessity, 110 

Not me? They therefore, as to right belong^ 
So were created, nor can justly accuse 
Their Maker, or their making, or Hkkvt fateS 
As if predestination over-rul'd 

Their will, dispos'd by absolute decree 115 

Or high foreknowledge; they themselves decreed 
Their own revolt, not I; if 1 fordmew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fauU, ^ 

Which had no less proved certain unforeknown. 
So without least impiiilse or shadow of fate, ' 120 

Or aught by me immutaUy fortseen, 
They trespass, authors to themselves in all 
Both what they judge, and what they choose; fwr so 
I form'd them free s and free they must remain. 
Till they enthrall themselves; I else must chtmge iS5 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree 
Unchangeable, eternal, which ordained 
Their freedom, Aey themselves ordain'd their fall. 
The first sort by thefr own suggestion fell. 
Self-tempted, self-deprav'd: man falls, deceived 130 

By th' other first: man therefore shall find grace. 
The olher none: in mercy and justice both. 
Through heav'n and earth, so shtdl my glory excel: 
But mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine.' 



^ 
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Thus while God fpake , ambrosial fngnnoe fillM 135 
All heav'n, and in the blessed spirits elect 
Sense of new joy ineilkble diflPus'd. r 

Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 
Most glorious: in him all his Father shone 
Sabstantially express^ ; and in his face 140 

Divine compassion Tisibly appeared. 
Lore without end , and without measure grace, 
Which uttering, thus he to his Father spake: 

*0 Father, gracious was that word which closM 
Thy sovran sentence , that man should find grace ; 145 
"^For which both heay'n and earth shall hig^ extol 
Thy praises, with th^ innumerable sound 
Of hynms and sacred soncs , wherewith thy duolie 
Encompass^ shall resound thee ever blest 
For should fnan finally be lost , should man, 150 

Thy creature late so IotM, thy youngest son, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud , though joinM 
With his own folly? That be from thee far. 
That far be from thee, Father, who art Judge 
Of all things made , and judgest only right. 155 

Or shall thfe adversary thus obtain 
His end , and frustrate thine ? shall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodness bring to naught, 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom, 
Yet with revenge accomplish^ , and to hell 160 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 
p By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyself 
Aoolish diy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou hast made? 
So should thy goodness and thy greatness both 165 

Be questioned and blasphemed without defence.' 

To whoni the great Creator thus replied: 
* O Son , in whom my soul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bosom , Son who art alone 
My word, my wisdom, and effectual might, 170 

All hast thou spoken as my thoughts are , all 
Af my eternal purpose hath decreed: 
Man shall not quite be lost, but saVd who will, 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
^ Freely Touchsafd ; once more I will renew 175 

His lapsed powers, though forfeit, and enthralled 
By sin to foul exorbitant desires ; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 
On even grounid against his mortal foe; 
Bv me upheld, that he may know how frail 180 

His fall'n condition is , and to me owe 
All his deliverance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chosen of peculiar pace. 
Elect above the rest; io is my will: 
The rest shall hear me call, and oft be Vam'd 185 

Their shifnl state, wad to appease betimes 
Th' incensed Deity, whUe otferM grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their senses dark, 
What may suffice , and soften atony heacts 
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To pray, repent, and bring obedience fine. 190 

To prayer, repentance, and obedience dae, 

Though bat endeavourM with sincere intent, 

Biine ear ghall not be slow, mine eye not dint 

And I will place within them as a guide, 

My mnpire, conscience; whom if they will hear, 19S 

Light after light , welt m'd they shall attain. 

And to the end persisting, safe arrive. 

This my long sufferance, and my day of grace, 

They who neglect and scorn, shall never taste j 

But hard be hardened ; blind be blinded more, 200 

That they may stumble on, and deeper fall; 

And none but siich from mercy I exciudow 

But yet all is not done; man disobeying, 

Disloyal, breaks his fe^ty, and sins 

Against the high supremacy of Heaven, 205 

Affecting Godhead, and, so losing all. 

To expiate his treason hath nanght left. 

But to destruction sacred and devote. 

He, with his whole posterity, must die. 

Die he or justice must; unless for him 210 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid satisfaction , death for death. 

Say, heav'nly Pow'rs, where shall we find luch love? 

Which of ye will be mortal , to redeem 

Man^s mortal crime, and just th* unjust to save? 215 

Dwells in ail heaven charity so dear?* 

He ask'd, but all the heavenly quire stood mute. 
And silence was in heav'n: on man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appeared. 
Much less that durst upon his own head draw S20 

The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been lost , adjndgM to death and hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of love divine^ 225 

His dearest mediation thus renew'd: 

* Father, thy word is past, man shall find grace; 
And shall gi^ace not find means, that finds her Way^ 
The speediest of thy winged messengers^ 
To visit all thy creatures , and to all 230 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unsought? 
Happy for man , so coming; he her aid 
Can never seek, onc^ dead in sins and losti 
Atonement for himself, or offering meet. 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring: 235 

Behold me then; me for him, life for life 
I offer; on me let thine anger fall; 
Account me man ; I for his fake Ivill leave 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off ,* and for him lastly die ^ 240 

Well pleas'd; on me let Death wreak all his rage; 
Under his gloomy pow'r I shall not long 
Lie vanquished ; thou hast giv'n me to possess 
Life in myself for ev'r; by thee I live, 
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Though now to Death I yield, anil api his duo 245 

All that of me can die : yet , that debt paid, 

Thou wilt not' leave roe in the loathsome grays 

Hi« prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul 

F(vr eT«r with corruption there to dwell: 

But 1 tlyill rite Tictorious , and subdue 250 

My Tanquislier, spoil'd of his Taunted spoil; 

Death his death^s wound shall then receive, and stoop 

In|riorious, of his mortal sting disarmed. 

I urongh the ample air in triumph high 

Shall Irad hell captive, maugre hell, and show 255 

The powers of darkness bound, '^hon , at the sight 

Fleas'd , out of heaven shalt look down and smile, 

While, by thee rais'd, 1 ruin all my jiqes. 

Death last, and with his carcase gl|it the grave: 

Then, with the multitude of my rede^m^d, , 260 

Shall entmr heav'n , long absent , and return, 

Father, to see thy face, wherein no cloud 

Of anger shall remain, hot peace assur'd 

And reconcilement; wrath shall be no more 

Theneeforth, but in thy presence joy entire/ 265 

His words here ended , but his meek aspect 
Silent yet spake, and breath'd immortal love' 
To mortal men* above which only shone 
Filial obedience: as a sacrifice 

Glad to be offered, he attends the will 270 

Of his great Father. Admiration seizM 
All heaven, what this might mean, and whitlier tend^ 
Wond'ring; but soon th' Almighty thus replied: 

*0 thou in heav'n and earth the only peace 

~ out for mankind under wrath! thou 275 



My sole complacence! well thou knew^st how dear 

To me are all my works, nor man the least, 

Thoagh last created; Uiat for him I spare 

Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save. 

By losing thee a while, the whole race lost. 280 

Thoa, therefore, whom thou only canst redeem. 

Their nature also to thy nature jom; 

And be thyself man among men on earth, 

Mbde flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed. 

By wondrous birth: be thou in Adam's room 285 

The head of aH mankind , though Adam's son. 

As in him perish all men, so in thee. 

As from a second root, shall be restor'd 

As many as are restored , without thee none. 

His crime makes guilty all hb sons; thy merit, fIdO 

Imputed, shall absolve them who renounce 

Tfyeit own both righteous and unrif^hteous deeds, 

And live in thee tnnsplanted, and from thee 

ReceiTe new life. So man , as is most just, 

ShaU satisfy for man, be jud^'d and die, 295 

And dying riae, and rising with him raise 

His bretmroB, ransomed with his own dear life. 

So heav'nly love shall outdo hellish h.ite, 

Giving .to death, and dybg to redeem, 
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So detriy to redeem, what hellisli hate QOO 

So easily destroy'd, atid itill destroys 

In those who, when they may, accept not grilse^ 

Nor shalt thou, by descending to assume 

Man's nature, hsssen or degrade thine own. 

Because thou hast, though thron'd in highest Ubf d05 

Kqual to God, and equally enjoying « 

God-like fruition, quitted all, to save 

A world from utter loss , and hast been fooiid 

By merit more than birtiiright Son of God, 

Found worthiest to be so by being good, SIO 

Far more than great 6r hi<>:h; because m thee 

LoTO hadi abounded more than glory abooniiy 

Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 

With thee thy manhood also to this throne^ 

Here «hsrit thou sit incarnate, here dbalt reign 51$ 

Both God and man. Son both of God and maa. 

Anointed uniTersal King ; all power 

I give thee; reign for ever, and assume 

Thy merits ; under thee , as head aupreme, 

Thrones, princedoms, pow'rs, dominions, I rednoe: d2i 

All knees to thee shall bow , of them that biia 

in heaven. Or earth, or under earth hi hflU. 

When thou, attended gloriously firom heATen^ 

Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee aeod 

The summoning Archangels to proclaim dMS 

Thy dread tribunal: forthwith from all windt 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all past ages , to die general doom 

Shall hasten; such a peal shall rouse their sleeps 

Then , all thy saints assembled , thou shalt judge Q9b 

Bad men and angeb; they arraigned, shall ^ak 

Beneath thy sentence: heU, her numberi Ml, 

Thenceforth shall be for ever shut. Meanwhile 

The world shall bum, and from her ashes spiring 

New heav'n and earth. Wherein the just shall dweii^dSS 

And, alter all their tribulations long. 

See golden days , fruitful of golden deeds. 

With joy and love triumphing , and tdAt ttuiOh 

Then thou thy regal Scepter shalt lay by. 

For regal scepter then no more shall need, 340 

God shall be all in all. But, all ^e goda^ 

Adore him, who to compass all this dies$ 

Adore the Son, and honour him as me.^ 

No sooner had th* Almighty oeas'd , but all 
The multitude of angels, with a shout BiS 

Iioud ^s from numbers without number, sweet 
As from blest -voices, utteVing joy, heaVn rung 
With jubilee, and loud hbsannas fiird 
Th' eternal regions: lowly reverent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the groimddSO 
With solemn adoration down they cast 
Their drowns inwove widi amarant and goM 
launortal amarant, a flow'r which once 
la Paradise, fast by the tree of life^ 
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Begfu to bloom; bat soon for man^s offeniae 355 

To heav^B romoVd, vfhete first^it grew; theire grows, 

And flow*n Molt tbading tbe fomit of life. 

And where the riTer of bliM through oiidit of heaveii, 

Rolls o'er Elysian flow'rs her amlier streami 

With these that never fade the spirits elect 360 

Bind thw resplendent locks inwreath'd with beams; 

Now in loose garlands thick thrown off, it^e bright 

Parement, that like a sea of jasper shone, 

Imporpled with celestial roses smilM. 

Then , crown'd again , their golden harps they to<d(9 3^ 

Harps ever tonM , that glittering by their side 

Like qniTers hung, and with preamble sweet 

Of charming symphony they introduce 

Their saered song, and waken raptures highs 

No Toice exempt , no voice but well could join 370 

Mdodions part, such concord is in heaven. 

*Thee, Father, first thcf sung Ommpotent, 
fanmntable, Immortal, Infinite, •^^ 

Eternal King; thee^ Author of all heingj^ 
Fountain of light, thyself invisible 375 

Amidst the glorious brightness where thou sitt'st 
Throned inacoessible, but when thou shad'st 
The fall blaze of thy beams , and through a clond 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine, 
Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appeal) 380, 

Yet diUBzle heav'o, that brightest jSers^hira 
Approach not i bqt with both wings veil their eyoi. 
Thee next they sang of all creation fir^^t, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 

hk whose conspicuous countenance, without doud 385 
Made visible, th' Almighty Father shmes, 
Whom else no creature can behold; on thee 
Impress'd th* effulgence of his glory abides, 
TransfusM on thee his ample Spirit rests. 
Hc^ heav'n of heav'ns and all the pow'irs therein 390 
By thee created; and by thee threw down 
Th' aspiring dominations: thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didst not spare, 
Nor stop thy flaming chariot wheels , that shook 
Bcav'n's everlasting frame , while o'er the neclu 395 
Thou drov'ftt bf iparring ang^ disarrayed. 
Back from pursuit thy powers with loud acclaim 
Thee only extolled. Son of ttiy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes; 
Not so on man; him, through their malice falFn, 400 
Father of mercy and grace, thou didst not doom. 
So strictly, bat much more to pity iacline; 
No sooner did thy dear and only Son 
Peroeive thf*e purposed not to doom frail man 
So strictly , but much more to pity inclinM ; 405 

Be , to appease thy wrath , and end the strife 
Of mercy and justice in thy face discemM, 
Regardless of the biiM wherein he sat 
t9 tboe , offered himself to die 
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For man*8 offence. O Dnexampled Ioto, 410^ 

Love no where to be found less tbsn diTiiiet 
Hail, Son of God, SaTfour of men! Thy bqIM 
Shall be the copions matter of my fong^ 
Hencefortii , and never shall my harp my prdto 
. Forget , nor from thy Father^s praise disjoin^' 415 

I^UB they in heaven , above the itarry opher^ 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning spent. 
Meanwhile npon the firm opacous glol^ 
Of this round world , whose first eonvex divides < 

The luminous inferior orbs, enclosM 420 

From Chaos, and th' inroad of darkness oM, 
Satan alighted walks; a globe far off 
It seem'd, now seems a boundless continent 
Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of night 
Starless exposM, and ever-threafning storms 425 

Of ^aos blustering round, inclement sky; 
Save on that side which from the wall of heaven, 
Though distant far, some small reflection gains 
Of ghmmering air, less vexM with tempest loud : 
Here walked nie fiend at large in spacious fi^d. 430 
As when a vulture on Imaus bred, 
Whose snovry ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Dislodging from a region scarce of prey. 
To gorge the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids. 
On hUis where flocks are fed, flies toward the springs 435 
Of Ganges or Hydaspes, Indian streams: 
But in his way lights on the barren plaint 
Of Serieana, where Chineses drive 
Wi^ saOs and wind their cany waggons light: 
So , on tfiis windy sea of land , the fiend > 440 

Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey; 
Alone, for other creaturi^ in this place, 
Living or lifeless , to be found as none, 
None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 
Up hither, like aereal vapours, flew 445 

Of all things transitory and vain, when sin 
With vanity had fiUM the works of men ; 
Botii all things vain , and all who iki vain things 
Built Ihelr fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 
Or happiness in this or th' other lifei 450 , 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful superstition and blind zeal. 
Naught seeking but thw* praise of men, hore find 
Fit retribution , empty as their deeds ; 
All th' unaccomplishM works of Nature's hand, 455 

Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd. 
Dissolved on earth, fleet hither, and in vaia. 
Till final dissolution, wander here: 
Not in the Neighboring moon, as some have dream'i; 
Those aig^nt fields more likely habitants, 460 

Translated saints , or middle spirits hold 
Betwixt th' angelical and human kind. 
Hither of ill-join'd sons and daughters bom 
First from the ancient worid those giants < 
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Wkh many a Tain exploit, thoogh then reaowit'di 46S 

The Irailderf next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaar, and itill with vain ileiign 

New Babeb, had they wherawiUial, would buldi 

Ottien came tingle; he, who to be deem'd 

A god , leapM fondly into Aetna tames, 470 

Empedodeg; and he, who, to enjoy 

Plato's Elytinm, leaped hito the eea, 

Cteombrotnt; and many more too long. 

Embryos and idiots, eremites and frian 

White, blacky and gray, widi all their tw mpery, 475 

Here pilgrims roaSi , ^at stray'd so far to seek 

In Golgotha him dead^ who Hyos In hearen; 

And they, Who, to be sore of Paradise, 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciscan think to pass dif^isM; 480 

They pass the planets seir'n, and pass liie fix*d,> 

And that crystalline sphere yfhom balance weighs 

The trepidation taUcM , and that first mov'd ; 

And now Saint Peter at heav'n's wicket seemt 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485 

Of heav'n's ascent they lift Aeb feet, whea lo 

A violent cross wind from either coast 

Blows them transverse, tea thoosand leagooi awry 

Into the devious air : then might ye see 

Cowls, hoods, and hablto, with thefar weareiSy tott 490 

And fluttered Into rags; then reli^|aes, beads, 

Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls, 

The sport of winds: all these, upwhirl'd aloft, 

Fly o'er tihe backside of tiie woiM fur off. 

Into a limbo large and broad , since call'd 495 

The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 

Long after, now unpeopled , and untrod. 

All this dark globe the fiend found as he- pais'd. 

And long he wander*d , till at last a gleam 

Of dawning light tnni'd thitherward m haste 500 

His travell'd steps : far distant he descries 

Ascending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of heav'n a structure high ; 

At top whereof, bnt far BMffe rich, appeared 

The work as of a kingly palace-gate, 505 

With frontispiece of diamond and gold 

£mbellish'd; thidc with sparkling orient gemt 

The portal shone, inimitable on eartii 

Bv model, or by shading peadl, drawn. 

Hie stahrs were sudi as whereon Jacob saw 510 

Angdtf aseendinr and descending, bands 

Of gnardiaas bright, when he from fisan fled 

To ftdan-Ami, k the field of Lux, 

DreambMf by night under the open ijk^ 

And wa»ng ttMi *This is the |^ of heavw.* 515 

£adi stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

There always, bu(%nrini iqp to heav'n sometimes 

Viewless % mi underneath a bright sea flow'd 

Of jaaper, or of liquid petti, 
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yno alter oanie from earthy sftiling arrtr'dt S80 

Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lako 

Rapt in a chariot irawn by fiery Bteeds. 

The stairs were then let down, whether to dave 

The fiend by easy aseent, or aggravate ' 

His sad exciosion from the doovs of blias4 625 

Direct against which open'd from beneath, 

Jost o'er the blissful seat of Paradise, 

A passage down to th' eacth, a passage wide, 

Wider by far than that of after-times 

Over mount Skm, and, though tiiat were large, 639 

Over the Ehromis'd Land, to God so diar; 

By which , to vbit oft those happy tribes, 

On high behests his angels to and fro- 

Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice tegfod 

From Paneas , the fount of Jordan's flood, 535 

To Becrsaba, where the Holy land 

Borders on £gypt and th' Arabian shore; 

So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds were Mt 

To darkness, such as. bound the ooean wave. 

Satan from henoe, new on the lower stair, 540 

That scar4 by steps of gold lo heaven-gate, 

Looks down with wonder at me sudden view 

Of all this world at onee. As when a seeut. 

Through dark and deseri ways widi peril gone 

AH night, at last by break of cheerful dawn 545 

Obtains the brow of some high-climbing hill, 

Which to his eye discovers imaware 

The goodly prospect of some foreign land 

First seen, or some renown'd metropolis 

With glist'ring spires and pinnacles adom'd, ^^ 550 

Which now the rising swi gilds with his beamai . 

Such wonder seiz'd , though after heaven seep, * 

The spirit malign , but much more envy seia'd. 

At sight of all thb worU beheld so fair. 

Rottnd he surveys (aad well might , where he stood 555 

So high above the Mcling canopy ' 

Of night's extended shade), from eastern point 

Of Libra to the fleecy star that beam 

Andromeda far off Atlantic seas. 

Beyond th' horizpn; then from pole to pelo B6& 

He views in breadth , and without longer pause 

Downright iota the world's first region throws 

His flight precipitant , and winds with ease 

Through the pure marble ak his oblique way 

Amongst innumerable stars, that shone 555 

Stars distant, but nigh hand seem'd other w«ilds; 

Or other worlds they seemM, or happy isles. 

Like those Hesperian gardens fam^d of old, 

Fm^unate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales. 

Thrice-happy isles; hot who dwelt happy, there .. 670 

He staid not tik inquire : above them all 

The golden sao, in spieadour likest%ea?en, • 

Allur*d his. eye; thitfier his coiwse he bends 

Thnmi^ the cahu fioMuoeirt (hut up ovdewn, 
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By center or eccentfie , hard to t^, 575 

Or longitude) , where the peat lummary 

Aloof me vulgar constellations thick, 

That from his lordly eye keep distance dae» 

Dispenses light from far: they, as they move 

Their starry dance in numhers that compute 58D 

Days, months, and yean, towards his all-cheeri^ lamp 

Turn swift their various motions, or are turuM 

By his magnetic heam, that gfptly warms 

The universe ) and to eadi inward part 

Wth gentle penetration ^ though unseat, 585 

Shoots inviiible vittue ev^n to the deept 

So wondroasly was set his station bright* 

There lands the fiend, a spot like which peihaps 

Astronomer in the 8un*s lucent orb 

X|irough his glaz'd optic tube yet never saw. 599 

The place he found heyond expression bright, 

Gompar'd with aught on earth, metal or stone | 

Not ail parts like, buijt all alike iofonuM 

With radiant light , as glowing iron with fire ( 

If metal , part seoii'd gold , part silver clear i 595 

If atone, earbnncle mo^ or chrysolite, 

Buby or topaS) to the twelve that shone 

In Aaron*s breast-plate, and a stone besides - 

Iroagln'd rather eft than elsewhere seen, 

That stone, or like to that, which here below 600 

Philosophers In vain so long have sought, 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound 

In various shapes old Proteus from the sea, 

Dcain'd through a limbec to his native fomu 605 

C^hat wonder then if fields and regions here 
reathe forth elixir pure , and rivers run 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Th' arch-ehymic sun , so far from us remote^ 
Produces, with terrestrial humour mix*d, 610 

Here in tfie dark so many precious thbgs 
Of colour prions , and effect so rare? ^ 
Here matter new to gaze the devil met 
Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commands $ 
For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, 615 

But aU sunshine, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th' equate, as they now 
Shot upward iliil dkect) whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can falls and th^ air^ 
No where so dear, sharpened his visual ray 620 

To objects distant far, ^erdby he soon 
Saw within ken a glorious angel standi 
The same whom John saw also in the sunt 
His back was tum'd, hut not his brightness hid$ 
Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 625 

Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 
Blostrious on his shoulders , fledge with wings, 
Lay waving round ; on some great chaige employed 
Ha seem'd, or fix'd in cogitation deep. 
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dad was the spirit unpore, m now in hope 690 

To find who might direct his wandering flight 

To Paradise, the happy seat of man, 

His journey ^s end, and our beginning woe. 

But first he casts to change his proper shape, 

IVhich else nught work him dangeir wt dehiy; 635 

And new a stripling Cherdb he appears, . 

Not of the prime , yet such as in his face 

Youth sraird celestial, fad to every limb . 

Suitable grace diffhs'd, so well he feign'd: 

Under a coronet his flowing hair . 640 

In curls on either cheek play'd; wings he wore. 

Of many a coloured plume 4 sprinkled with gold $ 

His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 

Before his decent steps a silver wand. 

__ . ..... g^ 

known 
Th* Archangel Uriel, oiie of the 'seven 
Who in God's presence, nearest to his throne. 
Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 650 

That ran through all the heavens, or itown to Ui* eajrth 
Bear his swift errands over moist and dry, 
0*er sea and land: him Satan thus accosts: 

* Uriel, for thou of those seven spirits that stand 
In sight of God's high throne^ gloriously bright, 655 
The first art wont his great authentic will 
Interpreter through highest heav'n to bring, 
Where bH his sons thy embassy attend; 
And here art likeliest by supreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his eye 660 

To visit oft thif new creation round; ^ 

Unspeakable desire to see, and know. 
All these his wondrous works, but chidly man. 
His chief delight and favour , him for whom 
All these his works so wondrous he ordain'd^ 665 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alone Uius wand'ring. Brightest Seraph, tell 
Bi which of all these shining orbs hath man 
His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none, 
But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell; 670 

That I may find him, and with secret gaxe. 
Or open admiration, him behold. 
On whom the great Creator hath bestow'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath alt these graces pour'd; 
That both in lum and all things , as Is meet, 675 

The universal Maker we may praise, 
Who justly hath driv'n out his rebel foes 
To deepest hdl , and , to repair that loss. 
Created this new happy race of men 
To serve him better: wise. are all his ways.' 680 

So spake the fiilse dissembler nnperceiv'd ; 
For neither man nor angel can discern 
Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 
Invisible , except to God alone. 
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By hig permigsiTe ifdtl, threngh heav'ii and earths Q^ 

And oft 9 though wisdom wake, soipiGion sleepn 

At wisdom's gate, and to simplicity 

Resigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ill 

Where no ill seems : which now for once begaird 

Uriel, though regent of the sun, and held 690 

The sharpest sighted spirit of aU in heaven ; 

Who to the fraudulent impostor foul, 

hi his uprightness, answer thus retum'd: 

*Fair angel, thy desire, which tends to know 
The works of Gk>d , thereby to glorify 695 

The great Work-master, leads to no excess 
That reaches blame , but rather merits praise 
The more it seems excess, that led thee hithei 
From thy empyreal mansion thus alone. 
To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps^ 700 

Contented with report, hear only in heaTen: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight; 
Bnt what created mind can comprehend 705 

Their number, or the wisdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep? 
I saw wiien at his word the formless mass. 
The world's material mould, came to a heap: 
Confusion heard his voice, and wild uproar 710 

Stood ruFd, stood vast infinitude confin'd; 
Till at his second bidding darimess fled, 
Light shone, and order from disorder sprung: 
Swift to their several quarters hasted then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire; 715 
And this ethereal quintessence of heaven 
Flew upward , .spirited with various forms. 
That roird orbicular, and turn*d to stars 
Numberless, as thou seest, and how they move; 
filch had his place appointed, each his courbo; 720 

The rest in circuit walls this universe. 
Look downvrard on that globe, Vhose hither side 
With light from hence, though but reelected, shines; 
That place is earth , the seat of man ; that light ' 
His day, which else, as th' odier hemisphere, 7^ 

Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 
(So call that opposite fair star) her aid 
Timely interposes, and her monthly romid 
Still ending, still renewing, through mid heaven. 
With borrow'd light her countenanee triform 730 

Hence fills and empties to enlighten th^ earth. 
And in her pide dominion checks the night. 
That spot to which 1 point is Paradise, 
Adam's abode; those lofty shades, his bower. 
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires. 735 

Thus said, be tum*d; and Satan, bowing low. 
As to superior spirits is wont in heaven. 
Where honour due and reverence none neglects. 
Took leava» and toward the eoftsi of eartih benead^ 

€ 
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Down from th' edipfac, fped with hoy'd raeeen, 74b 
TbrowB lus tteep flSgkt in many an aery vhed. 
Nor 8tald, tiU on N^liatei' top he lighto. 



BOOK XV« 



•SUM ABCIVUBIIT. 



StOmt, now in promet t^f Eden , and nigh ike piaee where he 
aitwt now attempt the bold enterpjriae which he undertook alone 
again^ God and man , falle into many doubta with himself ^ and 
nuintf paetiono , fear, eni^, and despair; but at length cor^firme 
himoe^ in evUy jottmeys on to Paradise, whose outward prospect 
and situation is described ; overleaps the bounds; sits in the shape 
of a cormorant on the tree of life, as highest in the garden , to 
took about him. The garden described; Satan's first sight of Adam 
and Eve; his wonder at their excellent form and happy state, but 
with resolution to work their fall; overhears their discourse, thence 
gathers that tho. tree of knowledge was forbidden them to eat of, 
under penalty of death; and thereon intends to found bis tempta- 
Uon, by seducing them to transgress; then leaves them a while to 
know further ef their state by some other me4ms. Meanwhile t/riei 
descending on a sunbeam warns Gabriel , who had in charge the 



Gabriel promises to find him ere morning. Night coming on, 
Adam and Eve discourse of going to their rest: their bower describ- 
ed; their evening worship, Gabriel, drawing forth his bands of 
night-watch to walk the round of raradise, appoints two strong 
angels to AdanCs bower , lest the evil spirit should be there doing 
some harm to Adam or' Eve sleeping: there they find him at the 
ear of Eve tempting her in a dream, and bring him, though tin- 
willing , to Gabriel; by whom questioned , he scornfully answers ; 
prepares resistanoe; but^ hindered by a sign from heaven tfiiee 
out ef Paradise. 



0» Fob that wainiag voice, which he, who wkw 

Th' ApocalypM, hem &ty in heav'n aloud. 

Then when die Dragon , put to second rout, 

Came forions down tm he revengM on men, 

«Woe to tb' uihaiiitantfl on earth!' that now, 5 

While tiniB was , our first parents hanl been waraM 

The coming of their secret foe, and 'scap'd. 

Haply so *scap'd his mortal snare: for now 

Satan, jiow first ii^am'd with rage, came down. 

The tempter ere Qi accuser of mankind, lo 

To wreak on innocent frail man hb loss 

Of that first battle, and his flight to heUs 

Yet, not rejoicing in his speed, though bold 

Far off and fearless, niNr idth cause to boast, 

ff^gms his dire attempt; which nigh the birth 15 

Now rolling boils In his tunradtuous breaft, 

And like a devilish engine back recoils 

tJpon himself ; horror and doubt distract 

Ills troubtod Oioughti, and from the bottom stir 
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The heU within him; for witfOn him hell SO 

lie brings , and roond about him , nor from hell 
One ftep , no more than from himaelf , can fly. 
By change of place: now congcieace walcet despair, 
IThat slnmber'd ; wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what mtut be 25 

Worse; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue. 
Silometimes towards Eden, ^hioh now in his Tiew 
Ijay pleasant, his giieT'd look he fixes sad; 
(ilometimes towards heaT'n, and the full-blaziag san, 
Which now sat high in his meridian tower: 30 

Then, much revolving, thus in sighs bc>gan: 

^0 thou, that, with, surpassing glory crown'd, 
liook'st from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this new world; at whose sight all the stara 
Ifide their diminished heads; to thee I call, S$ 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 

ion! to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what state 

1 felly how glorious once above thy sphere; 

Till pride ami worse ambiticm threw me dowa, 40 

Warring in heaven against heaven's matchless King: 
Ah, wherefore! he deserv'd no such return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright emJaence, and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his service hard. 45 

What could be less than to afford him praise. 
The easiest recompense, and pay him thanks, 
How due ! yet ail his good prov'd ill in me, 
Jittd wrought bnt malice; lifted up so high 
I sdeinM subjection, and thought one step highor 60 
Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 
The debt immense of endless gratitude, 
So burdensome stiH paying , still to owe, 
Forgetful what from him I still receiv'd^ 
And nnderstood not that a grateful mind 55 

By owing owes not, but still pays, at once 
Indebted and discharged; what burden then? 
O had his pow'rfnl destiny ordain'd 
Me some hiferior angel, 1 had stood 
Then happy; no unbounded hope had raised 60 

Ambition. Yet why not? some other power 
Af great might have aspir'd , ai^ me , though mean. 
Drawn to his part; hot other pow'rs as great 
Fell not, but stand unshaken, from within 
Or from without , to aU temptations arm*d. 65 

Hadit thou the same free will and pow*r to stand? 
Thon hadst: whom hast thou then or what to accuse, 
Bnt heav'n's free love deMt equally to all? 
Be then his love accurs'd, since love or hate. 
To me alike, it deals eternal wo<b. 70 

Nay, eurs^d be diou; since against his thy wiU 
CShose freely what it now so justly rues. 
Me miserable! which way shaU 1 fly 
wrath, and infinite deq^? 

c 2 
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Vfhith way I fly is hell; myself am kell; 75 

And in the lowest deep a lower deep 

Still threatening to devour me opens wide. 

To which the hdl I suffer seems a heaveUk 

O, then, at last relent: is there no place 

he^ for repentance, none for pardon left? 80 

None left hut by submission; imd that word 

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shamQ 

Among the spirits beneath, whom Useduc'd 

With other promises and other Taunts 

Than to submit, boasting I could subdue 85 

Th* Onmipotent. Ay me! they litde know 

How dearly I abide that boast so Tain, 

Under what torments inwardly I groan. 

While they adore me on the throne of hell. 

With diadem and scepter high adTanc'd, 9Q 

The lower still I fall, only supreme 

In misery : such joy ambition finds. 

But say I could repent , and could obtain. 

By act of grace, my former state; how soon 

Would higfath recall high thoughts, how soon unsay 95 

What feign'd submission swore! £ase would recant 

Vows made in pain, as Tiolent and void. 

For never can true reconcilement grow, 

Where wounds of deadly hate have piercM so deep: 

Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 100 

And heavier fall: so should I purchase dear 

Short intermission bought with double smarL 

This knows my punisher; therefore as far 

Trom granting he, as I from begging peace: 

All hope excluded thus, behold, instead 105 

Of us out-cast, exir49 lili new delight. 

Mankind created , and for him thb world. 

So farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear. 

Farewell remorse: all good to me is lost; 

Evil, be thou my good: by thee at least 110 

Divided empire with heavVs King I hold. 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign; 

As man ere long, and this new world shall know.^ 

Thus while he spake, each passion dimm'd his face 
Thrice' changed with pale, ire, envy, and despair; 115 
Which marrM his borrowM visage, and betray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld: 
For heavenly minds from such dutempera foul 
Are ever clear, \1liereof he soon aware. 
Each perturbation smoothed with outward caln^ 120 

Artificer of fraud ; and was the first 
That practised falsehood under samtly show. 
Deep malice to conceal, couch*d.wiUi revenges 
Yet not enough had practisM to deceive 
Uriel once wam'd: whose eye pursued him down 125 
The way he went, and on th' Assyrian mount 
Saw him disfigured, more than could heMl 
Spirit of happy sort: his gestures fierce 
He mark'd , and mad demeanour, then alonc^ ^ 
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As he snpposM, all nnobserr'd, unseen. 130 

So on he fares , and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 
Now nearer, crowns with her enclosure green, 
As with a rural naonnd , the champain head 
Of a steep wilderness, whose hiCiry sides 135 

Wi^ thicket overgrown , grotesque and wild^ 
Access denied; and overhe'ad up grew 
Insuperable highth of loftiest shade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A sylvan scene; and, as the ranks ascend 140 

Shade above shade, a woody theatre 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradise up sprung : 
Whidi to our general sire gave prospect large 
Lito his nether empire neighb'ring round : 145 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loadon with fairest fruit. 
Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue. 
Appeared, with gay enameird colours mix'ds 
On which the sun more glad impressed his beams 150 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow. 
When GrOd hath show'r'd the earth ; so lovely geem'd 
That landscape: and of pure, noMr purer air 
Meets bis approach, and to the heart inspires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All sadness but despair: now gentle gales, 
Fanning their odoriferous wings , dispense 
Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole 
Those bahny spoils. As when to them who sail 
fieyond the Gape of Hope , and now are past 160 

Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow 
Sabean odours from the spicy shore 
Of Araby the blest; with such delay 
Well pleasM they slack their course, and many a league 
Cheered with the gratefdl smell old Ocean smiles : 165 
So entertained those odorous sweets the fiend. 
Who came their bane: though with them better pleas'd 
Than Asmod^as with the fishy fume 
niat drove him, though enaraour'd, from the vpouBe 
Of Tobit*43 son, and with a vengeance sent 170 

From Media post to Kgypt, there fost bound. 
Now to tti' ascent of that steep savage hill 
Satan had jdumey'd on, pensive and slow; 
Bat further way found none, so thick entwined. 
As one continued brake , the underjg;rowth - 175 

Of shrubi and tangling bushes had perplcx'd ' 
All path «f man or beast that passM that way^ 
One gate there only waS , and that look'd east 
On th' other side: which when th* arch-felon saw, 
Hue entrance he disdainM; and, in contempt, ^' 180 
At one slight bound high overleapM all bound 
Of hiU or higliest wall, and sheer within 
lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom honger drives to seek new haimt for pt^»'' * 
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Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 185 

In hurdled cotes amid the field secure. 

Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the foldi 

Or as a thief bent to unheard the cash 

Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors^ 

Cros8-barr*d and bolted fast, fear no assault, 190 

In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles: 

So clomb this first grand thief into God's fold; 

So since into his church lewd hirelings climb. 

Theoce up he flew, and on the tree of life. 

The middle tree and highest tiiere that grew, 195 

Sat like a cormorant; yet not true life 

Thereby regained, but sat deyisiog death 

To them ^o lir'd; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, but only us*d 

For prospect, what well usM had been the pledge SOO 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts best thinga 

To worst abuse, or to their meanest use. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views, 905 

To all delight of human sense expos^ 

In narrow room, nature's whole wealUi, yea more, 

A heaven on earth: for blissful Paradise 

Of God the garden was, by him in th' east 

Of Eden planted; Eden stretched her Une 210 

From Auran eastward to the royal towers 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings, 

Or where the sons of Eden long before 

Dwelt in Telaasar: in this pleasant sofl 

Hit far more pleasant garden God ordainM; 215 

Out of the fertile ground he cansM to grow 

All trees of noblest kind for sight , smell, taitei 

And all amid them stood the tree of life, 

High. eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit 

Of vegetable gold ; and next to life, 22t> 

Our death , the tree of knowledge , grew fast by, 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill* 

Southward through Eden went a river large. 

Nor changed his course, but through the shaggy hill 

Pass'd underneath ingulf d; for God had thrown ^^ 

That mountain as his gardbn-mould high rais'd 

Upon the rapid current, idiich through veins 

Of porous earth with Idndly thirst up drawn. 

Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 

WaterM the garden; thence united fell 230 

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flooi^ , 

Which from his darksome passage' now appears* 

And, now divided into four main streams. 

Runs diverse, wand'ring many a famous realm 

And country, whereof here needs no account; ^ ^2&^ 

But rather to tell how, if art could tell. 

How from that sapphire fount the crisped brOoki, 

Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold, 

With mas^ error under pendent shades 
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Rim nectar, Tititiiig each plant, and fed 240 

Flow'rs worthy of Paradise, which not nice art 

In beds and carious knots, but nature boon 

Pour'd forth profuse on hill, and dde, and plain. 

Both where the morliing sun first warmly smote 

The open field, and where Ae un^erc*d shade 245 

Imbrown^d the noontide bowers: thus was tiiis place 

A happy rural seat of Tarious yiew; 

Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and bahn. 

Others whose fruit, bnrnish'd with golden rind^ 

Hung amiable, Hesperian fiibles true, ^250 

If true, here only^ and of deficions taste: 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

Grazing the tender herb, were interpoiM| 

Or palmy hillock; or the flow'ry lap 

Of some irriguous valley spread her store, 25$ 

Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the rose: 

Another side, nmbrageous grots and caves 

Of cool recess , o'er which the mantling vine 

Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 

Luxuriant; meanwlule murmuring waters fall 260 

Down the slope hilb, dispersed, or in a lake. 

That to the nringed hank with myrtle crown'd 

Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streams. 

The birds their quire apply; airs, Temal airs. 

Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune 265 

The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 

Knit with the Grraces and the Hours in dance, 

Led on th' eternal Spring. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Pros^rpme gathering flowers, 

Herself a fairer flow*r , by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gathered, which cost toes all that pain 

To seek her tlwongh the world; nor that sweet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes , and th' inspired 

Castalian spring, might with this Paradise 

Of Eden strive; nor that Nyseian isle < 275 

Girt ydth the river Triton, where old CSiara, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 

Hid Amalthea , and her florid son 

Young Bacchus, from his stepdame Rhea^s eye; 

Kor where Abassin kings their issue guard, 280 

Mount Amara, though thb by some supposed 

True Paradise, under the Ethiop line 

By Nilns* head, enclos'd with sfainiuff rock, 

A whole day's journey high , but wide remote 

From this Assyrian garden, where the fiend 285 

Saw, undelighted, all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures, new to sight and strange. 

Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 

Godlike erect, with native honour clad. 

In naked majesty seem*d lords of all: 290 

And worthy seem'd; for in their looks diviue 

The image of their glorious Maker shone. 

Troth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and pure 

(Severe y but in true filial freedom plac'd), 
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Whence trae authority in men; thongh both J295 

ISot equal, as their sex not equal seem'd; 

For contemplation he and valour form'd; 

For toftnetfs she and sweet attractive grace; 

He for Gfod only, she for God in him: 

His fair large Aront and eye sublime declared 3(X> 

Absolute rule; and hyaciathine locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hang 

Clustering, but not beneath his shoulders broad: 

She, as a Toil, down to the slender waist 

Her unadorned golden tresses wore 805 

DishcToird, but in wanton ringlets wavM 

As the Tine curls her tendrils, which implied 

Subjection, but requirM with gentle sway^ > 

And by her yielded, by him best received, 

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, 310 

And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay. 

Nor those mysterious parts were then conceal'd; 

Then was not guilty shame, di«honest shame 

Of rature^s works, honour dishonourable, 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With shows instead, mere shows of seeming pnroi j 

And banish'd from man's life his happiest life, 

Simplicity and spotless innocence! 

So pass'd they naked on , nor shunnM the sight 

Of God or angel; for they thought no ill: 820 

So hand in hand they passM, the loveliest pair 

That ever since in love's embraces met; 

Adam the goodliest man of men since born 

His sons, the fairest of her daughters £ve. 

Under a tuft of shade that on a green 825 

Stood whispering soft, by a fresh fountain-side 

They sat them down; and, after no more toil 

Of their sweet gardening labonr than snffic'd 

To recommend cool Zej^yr, and made ease 

More easy, wholesome tlurst and appetite 830 

More ffrateful, to their supper-fruits they fell, 

Nectarine fruits, which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, sidelong as they sat recline 

On the soft downy bank damask'd with flowers: 

The savoury pulp they chew, and in the rind, 335 

Still as they thirsted, scoop the brimming stream; 

Nor gentle purpose, nor endearing smiles 

Wanted , nor youthful dalliance , as beseems 

Fair couple, Unk'd in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About them frisking played 340 

All beasts of th' earth , since wild , and of all chase 

In wood or wilderness, forest or den; 

Sportme the lion rampM, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

Gamboird before them; th' unwieldy elephant 345 

To make them mirth, ns'd all his might, and wredth'd 

His lithe proboscis; close the serpent sly, 

Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
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Gave proof miboeded; others on the grass 350 

Couch'd, and now fiird with pasture gazing saty 
Or bedirard ruminating; for the son, 
Declined, was hasting now with prone career 
To th' ocean Isles, and in th^ ascending scale 
Of heaven the stars that usher evening rose; 855 

When Satan still in gaze, as first he stood. 
Scarce thus at length fall'd speech recoTer'd sad: 
*0 hell ! what do mine eyes wlA grief behold! 
Into oor room of bliss thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mould, earth-^bom perhaps, 360 

Not spirits, yet to heaVnly spirits bright 
Little inferior; whom my thoughts pursue 
With wonder, and could love, so lively shines 
In them divine resemblance, and such grace 
The hand that form'd them on their shape hath poar'd365 
Ah! gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
,Your change approaches, when all these delights 
Will vanish, and deliver ye to woe; 
More woe, the more your taste is now of joy; 
Happy, but for so happy ill secured' 370 

Long to continne, and this high seat your heaveii 
111 fenc'd for heaven to keep out such a foe 
As now is entered ; yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom I could pity dius forlorn, 
Though I unpitied: league with you I seek, 875 

And mutual amity, so strait, so dose, 
That I with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth; my dwelling haply may not please, 
Li<e this fair Paradise, your sense; yet such 
Accept your Maker's work; he gave it me, .880 

Which I as freely give; hdl shall unfold. 
To entertain yon two, her widest gates, 
And send forth all her kings; there will he room, 
\it like these narrow limits, to receive 
Ysur numerous offspring; if no better place, 885 

TLank him who puts me loth to this jrevenge 
On you, who wrong me not, for hira who wrong'd. 
And should I at your harmless innocence 
Mtlt , as I do, yet public reason just, 
Hoiour and empire with revenge enlarg'd^ 390 

By conqu^ing this new world , compdiis me now 
To do what else , though damn'd , I should abhor.' 

So spake the fiend, and with necessity, 
the tyrant's plea, excus'd his devilish deeds. 
Thai from his lofty stand on that high tree 995 

Doim he aHghts among the sportful herd 

Of tkose fionr-footed kinds, himself now one. 

Now other, as their shape s»v'd best his end 

Nearer to view his prey, and nnespied, > 

To ipirk what of their state he more might learn, 400 

By word or action mark'd : about them rpund • 

A lion now he stalks with fiery glare; . - i . 

Then as a tiger, who by chance hath e{Med 

In some purlieu.two gci^ fawns at.piay, , : .. 
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tStndglit couches close, Aen riiing, duiiiges oft 409 
His coQchtiit watch, as one who diose Uls fffoimd. 
Whence rnshing he night sorest seize them befli, 
GripM in each paw: when Adam, first of men| 
To first of women. Eve, thus moring speech, 
Tnm'd him, all ear to hear new utterance flowt 41Q 

*Sole pawner, and sole part of all these joys, 
Dearer thyself than all; needs must the Power 
That made ns, and for ns this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite; 415 

That raisM us from the dust, and placM mr here 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need; he who roquiref 
From us no odier serrice than to keep 420 

This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradise that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to taste that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life; 
So near grows death to life, whatever death is, 425 

Some dr^ful thing no doubt; for well thou Imow^it 
God hath pronouncM it death to taste that tree. 
The only sign of our obedience left 
Among so many signs of pow'r and rule 
Conferr'd upon us, and dominion given 430 

Over all other creatures that possess 
Earth, air, and sea. Then let us not think hard 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leave so large to i^l ^ings else, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights: 435 

But let us ever praise him, and extol 
Hb bounty , following our delightful tasl^. 
To prune these growing plants, and tend these floweni^ 
Which were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet.^ 

To whom thus Eve replied: *0 thou for whom 440 
And from whom I was form'd, flesh of diy flesh. 
And widiont whom am to no end, my guide 
And head! what thou hast said is just and right 
For we to him indeed all praises owe, 
And daily thanks; I chiefly, who ei\joy 445 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by so much odds, while thou 
Like consort to thyself canst no where find. 
That day I oH remember, when from sleep 
I first awak'dt and found myself repes'd 450 

Under a shade on floVrs , much wondering where ' 
And what I was , whence thither brought, and hotT. 
Not distant far from thence a murm'ring sound 
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmov'd / ^455 

Pure as th* expanse of heav'n ; I thither went w 
With unexperiencM thought, and laid me down 4 
On the green bank, to took into the clear ^ ' 

SmootIf hike, that to me aeem'd another sky* 
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As I bent down to look, just upponte 4^ 

A shape within the watry gleam appear'd. 

Bending to look on me: I started back. 

It started back; bat pieas'd I soon retom'd, 

Pleas'd it retom'd as soon with answ'ring looki 

Off sympathy and Ioto: there I had fix'd 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with Tain desira, 

Had not a Tolce thns wara'd me: What thou seest, 

What there then seest, fair creature, is thysdl; 

With thee it came and goes; bat follow me. 

And I will bring thee where no ^adow stays 470 

Thy coming, and thy soft embraces, he 

Whose image thou art; him thou shalt enjoy 

Inseparably thine, to him shalt bear 

Multitndes like thyself, and thence be call'd 

Mother of human race. What ooald I do, 475 

Bat follow straight, isTinbly ihas led? 

Till I espied thee, fair indeed and tall. 

Under ft platane; yet methought less fair, 

Less winning soft, less amiably mild. 

Than that smooth watry image: back I tomM; 480 

Thoa following ory'dst aloud. Return, fair £▼•; 

Whom fly*8t thoa? whom thoa fly'st, of him thoa art, 

Bis flesh, his bone; to give thee being I lent 

Oat of my side to thee, nearest my heart, 

Sabstantlal life, to have thee by my side - 485^ 

Henceforth an iodividaal solace dear; 

Part of my soul I seek thee, and thee daim 

My other half. With that thy gentle hamA 

Seiz'd mines I yielded ; and fron^ that time see 

How beanty is excelled by manly grace, 490 

And wisdom , whidb alone is truly fiiir.' 

So spake our general mother, and with eyea 
Of eomugal attraction omreproTM, 
And meek surrender, half-^embradag leaa'd 
On our first fother; half her swelling breast 495 

Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid: he in delight 
Both of her beauty and sobmissrve charms, 
Smird With superior love, as Japiter 
On Juno sanies, when he impregns the clonds 500 

That shed Bfay flow'rs ; and pvess'd her matron lip 
With kifises pore: aside .the Pevil tom'd 
For envy; yet with jealous leer malign 
EjA them askance, and to kimself thus plainMs 

^Sight hateful, sight tormenting! thas these tore, 505 
Imparadis'd 4n one anothert's arm». 
The happier Eden, shall enjoy, their fill 
Of bliss on bliss; while I to hell am thrust^ 
Where neither joy nar loye, but fierce desii^e, 
Amooftour other torments m^ the least, 510 

Still oitiilfiird , with pain of longing pines. * 

Yet let me not forget what i'have gain'd t 

From their own mooths; air it not theirs, Jt seams; 
One fbtal tree there atandsi.af loisvledge jsifdi% 
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Forbidden tliem to tdfte: kninfdedge forbidden? 515 

Suspicions , reasonless. Why should dieir Lord 
Envy them that? Can it be sin to know? 
Con it be death ? And do they only stand 
By ignorance? Is that thtAt happy state^ 
The proof of their obedience and dieir faitih? 5^ 

O fair foundation *lald whereon to btdtd 
Their mint Hence I will excite their minda 
With more desire td know, and to reject 
Envious conmiands, invented with design 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might'exalt 525 
Equal with gods: aspiring to be such, 
They taste and die: what likelier can ensue? 
Bat first with narrow search I must walk round 
* This garden, and no comer leave unspied; 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 530 
Some wandering spirit of heaven by fountainndde, 
Or in thick shade retired, from him to draw 
What further would be learn'd. Live while ye may, 
Yet happy pair; enjoy, till I return. 
Short pleasures, for long woes are to succeed.' 535 

So saying, his proud step he scornfol turned. 
But with sly curcnmspection , and began 
Through wood, through waste, o'er hil^ o*er dale, his roam. 
Meanwhile, in utmost longitclde, where heaven 
With earth and ocean meets , the setting sun 540 

Slowly descended, and widi right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Levell'd his evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabaster I pil'd up to the clouds, 
Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent 545 

Acc^sible from earth , one entrance high ; ' 
The rest was craggy diff , that' overhung 
Still as it rose , impossible to oHmb, 
Betwixt these rodcy pillars Gabrwl sat. 
Chief of th' angelic guards, awaiting night; ' 550" 

About him exercis'd helroic games 

Th' unarmed youth of heav%, hut nigh at hand ' 

Celestial armoury, shields, hdms, and spears, 
Hung high, with diamond llaroingt and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even • 655 
On a sunbeam, swift as a shooting stai* 
In autumn thwarts the night, iMhen vapours fir'd 
Impress the air, and shows Uie mariner 
From what point of his compass Co beware 
Impetuous winds: he thus began in haste: 550 

*- Gabriel , to thee thy eomrse by lot hath given 
Charge and strict wati^h, that to this happy pfau^e 
No evil thing a^proa«h or entei^ in. 
This day at highth of n^on cam^ to my sphere 
A^irit, zealous, as he seelttM, to know -565 

More of th' Almighty's we#ks and chiefly man, 
Gk)d*s latest image: I described his way 
Bent 'all oh spe^, and matk'd his aety gait; 
But in the mouii|f«4hair'Hes'^from E^n north, /^ ' *. 
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Wliere he first lighted, smb c&ceni'd Int loolw 570 

Alien from heaT'n, with passions fool obscur'dt 

Mbe eye parioed him still, but under shade 

Lost sight of himt one of the banish'd crew, 

I fear, hath yentnr'd from the deep, to raise 

New troubles; him thy care most be to find/ 575 

To whom the wing^ warrior thns returned i 
* Uriel y no wonder if thy perfect sight, 
Amid the sun^s br^ht circle where thou sif st, 
See far and widei in at this gate none pass 
The Tigilance h^re plac'd, but^uch as come * 580 
Wdl known from heav'n; and since meridian homr 
No creature thence: if spirit of other sort. 
So minded , haTO o'er-leap'd ^these earthy bounds 
On purpose, hard thou know'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. • 585 

Bnt if within the circuit of these walks. 
In whatsoever shape he luidc , of whom 
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know.' 

So promise he; and Uriel to his charge 
EetomM on that bright beam, whose poiAt now reused 590 
Bore him slope downward to the sun, now fall'n 
Beneath th' Azores; whether the prime wrb. 
Incredible how swift, had thither roll'd 
Diurnal, or this less Tolubil earth. 
By shorter flight to th' east, had left him thore 595 
Arraying with reflected purple and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Now came still erening^ on , and twilight gray 
Had in her sober livery all things clad; 
SUenoe accompanied ; for beast and bird, ^ 600 

They to their grassy couch, these to theb nests 
Were slunk, all but the wak^ul nightingale. 
She all night long her amorous descant sung; 
Silence was pleasM: now glow'd the firmament 
With living sapphires: Hesperus, that led 605 

The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon, 
Rising in donded majesty , at length ^ 
Apparent queen unveii'd her peerless light, 
And o'er ttie dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve: Tair 4ionsort, th' hour 610 
Of night, and all things now retirM to rest, 
Mind us of like repose; since Grod hath set 
Labour and rest, as day and night to men 
Successive; and the timely dew of sleep. 
Now falling with soft slumbrous weight, inclines 615 
Our e^e-lids: othor creatures all day long 
Rove idle, unemploy'd, and less need rest; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed , which declares his dignity. 
And the regard of heav*n on all his ways ; 620 

While other animak nnactive range. 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow , ere fresh morning streak the east 
With fint approach of light, we must be nsen, 



PARAOItSri! LOST. Boom IV. 



Aod at our pleasABt labour, to rdbrm ^!^ 

Yon flow*ry arbom, yonder alleys ^een, 
Ota walk at noon, witb bvanches OTergrowo, 
That mock onr scant maanringf, and re^nire 
More hands than oars to lop ^ur wanton growth: 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping goflu, 630 
That lie bestrewn, unsightly and nnsmoom, 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease; 
Mean while, as nature wills, night bids as rest* 

To whom thns Eve, with perfect beauty adom'di 
^My author and disposer, what thou bidd'st 6S5 

Unargued I obey: so God ordains; 
God is thy law, thou mine: to know no mora 
Is woman's happiest knowledge, and her praisei 
With thee conversing I forget all timei 
All seasons, and4heir change, idl please alike* 640 

Sweet is the breath of mom, her rising sweet, 
With charm of earliest birds; pleasant the sun^ 
When first on this deligfatfal land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flodrer, 
Glisfring with dew; fragrurt the fertile earth 645 

After soft showers; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening D»ld; then silent night, 
Wi& this her solemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems of heaven, hot starry train: 
But neither breath of mora , when she ascends 650 

With charm of curliest birds; nor rising sun 
On this delightful land; nor kerb, fruit, flowor, 
Glist'rbg with dew; nor fragran<Se aftinr showers; 
Nor gn^ul evening mild; nor silent n%ht, 
With this her solemn bird; nor walk by nwon, 655 
Or glittering star-li^ht; without thee is sweet. 
Bnt wherefore all night long shine these? for whom 
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes?' 

To whom our genev^ ancestor replied: 
'Daughter of God and man, accompU^'d Eve, 660 

These have their course to finish round ^ earth 
By morrow evening, and fiom. land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Minist'riog light prepared, they set and rise; 
Lest total darkaess should by night regain 665 

Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In natmre and all flings; which theee soft fires 
Not only enlighten, bat with Idndly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm. 
Temper or nourish , or in part shed down 670 

Their stdlar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the sun's more potent ray. 
These then , though unbeheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain* Nor thiidc, though men wetn nona, 675 
That heav'n would want spectators, God want praise: 
Millions of spiritual creatares walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep: 
All these, with ceasdosi piaisci his works b^mid 
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BoHi da^ and night. How often from the steep 680 

Of edioing hill or diidcet have we heard 

Cdettia! Toicei to the BMinigfat air, 

Sole, or responsive each to other's note, 

Singing their great Creator? oft in banda 

Wmle they keep watch , or nightly romding walk, 685 

With heavenly touch of inftrnmental sounds 

In full hannonic namher join'd , their songs 

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaTen/ 

Thus talkinff, hand in hand alone th^ passed 
Ob to their blissful bow'r; it was a place 690 

Chos'n by the soTran Planter, when he fram'd 
All things to man's delipphtful use; the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoTen diade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what highet grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on eitiber side 695 

Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub, 
, Fenc'd up the verdant wall ; each beauteous fiewer, 
Irb all hues , roses, and jessamin, 
RearM high their flourish^ heads between, and wrought 
Mosaic ; underfoot the violet, TOO 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider'd the ground, more colour'd than with stone 
Of costliest emblem : other creature here, 
Bird, beast, insect, or worm, durst enter none. 
Such was their awe of man. In shadier bower 70$ 
More sacred and sequester'd, though but feign*dy 
Pan or Sylvanns never slept, nor nymph 
Nor FauBus haunted. Here, in close recess, 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs^ 
Sspoused £ve deck'd first her nuptial bed; 710 

And heav'nly quires the hymenean sung, 
What day Uie genial angel to our sire 
Brought her , in naked fisauty more ademM, 
More lovely , than Pandora , whom the gods 
Endow'd with all their gifts: and O too like 715 

In sad event, when to &* nnwiser son 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes, she ensnar'd 
Blankind with her fair looks , to bo aveng'd 
On him who had stole Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus, at their shady lodge arrived , 4»oth stood, 7S0 
Both turn'd, and under open sky ador'd 
Hie God that made both sky, air, earth, and heaven 
Which they beheld , the moon's resplendeik globe, 
Arid starry pole: *Thou also mad*st the nigb^ 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day 725 

Which we, in our appointed work employed, 
Have finish'd, happy in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the crown of all oar bUss 
Ordain'd by thee; and this delidons place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 730 

Ptotaken, and nncrept falls to the ground. 
But thou hast promisM from us two a race 
To fill the earth , who diall with as extol 
Thy goodness iafiaite, both when we wake. 
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And wben we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep.^ 735 

This said unanimous, and other rites 
Obserring none, but adoration pure 
Which &od likes best , into th«r inmost bower 
Handed thej went; and, eas^d tfie putting off 
These troidblesome dbgubes which we wear, 74iO 

Straight side by side were laid; nor tnm'd, I ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse, nor Eto the rites 
Mysterious of connubial love refiisM: 
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence, 745 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to some, leaTes free to alL 
Our Maker bids increase; who bids abstain 
But our destroyer, %e to God and man? 
Hail, wedded love^ mysterious law, tme source 750 
Of human offspring, sole propriety < 

In Paradise, of all things common else. 
By thee adult'rous lust was driv'n from men 
Among the bestial h^s to range; by thee 
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure, 755 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, son, and brother, first were known. 
Far be it, that I should write thee sin or blarney 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place, 
Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets, 760 

Whose bed is undefil*d and chaste pronounced, 
Present, or past, as saints and patriarchs ns'd. 
Here Loto his golden shafts employs, here lights- 
His constant lamp , and waves his purple wings. 
Reigns here and revels ; not in the bought smile 765 
Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear'd. 
Casual fruition; nor in court-amours, 
Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight baD, 
Or serenate, which the starv'd lover sings 
To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain. 770 

These, Iqll'd by nightingales, embracing slept, 
And on their naked Umbs the flow'ry roof 
ShowVd roses, which the mom repaired. Sle^ oo. 
Blest pair ; and O yet happiest , if ye seek 
No happier state, and know to know no more. 775 

Now had night measured with her shadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vast sublunar vault. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim, 
Forth issuing at th' accustona*d hour, stood arm^d 
To their night-watches in warlike parade, 780 

When Gabriel to his next In pow*r thus spake: 

* Uzziel , half these draw off, and coast the south 
With strictest watch; these other wheel the north; 
Our circuit meets full west/ As flame they part. 
Half wheeling to the shield , half to the spear. 785 

From tiiese, two strong and subtle spirits he cali'd 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge: 

^Ithoriel and Zephon, with winged speed 
Search Uiroi^ this garden, leave itnsearch*d no nook; 
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But chiefly where ihose two fab creatures lodge, 790 

Now laid perhaps asleep , decnre of harm. 

This evening from the san's decline arriv'd. 

Who telte of some hifemal spirit seen 

ffitherward bent (who coold hare thought?) escapM 

The bars of hell , on errand bad no doubt : 795 

Such, where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring.' 

So saying, on he led hb radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon; these to the boWr direct « 
In search of whom they sought : him there tfiey fonnd 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Ere, 800 

Amying by his devilish art to reach 
The organs of her ffincy, and with them forge - 
niasions, as he list, phantasms and dreamt; 
Or if , inspiring fenom, he might taint 
Th' animal spirits, that from pore blood arise 805 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raise 
At least distempered , discontented thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires, 
Blown up wiHi high conceits engendering pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear 810 

Touch'd lightly ; lor no folM^ood can endure 
Touch of eelestial temper , but returns 
Of force to its own lilceness: %ip he starts 
Discovered and snrprisM. As when a spark 
Lights on a heap of nitrons powder, laid 815 

Fit for the tun, some nliagazine to store 
Agidnst a rumoured war, the siikotty grain, 
With sudden blaze diiSiis'd, inflankes the air; 
So started up In his own shape the fiend. 
Back stept those two fair angels, half amaz'd 820 

So sudden to behold the grisly king; 
Yet thus, unmovM with fear, accost him soon: 

* Which of those rebel spirits adjndg'd to hell 
Gom'st thou, escap'd thy prison? and transfonneily 
Why sat'st thou like an enemy in wait, 825 
Here watching at the head of these that sleep P 

* Know ye nfot then, ' said Satan , filt'd with scorn, 
*Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 

For you, there sitting wher6 ye durst not loar: 

Xiai to know me, argues yourselves unknown, 830 

The lowest of your throng : or, if ye know, 

Why ask ye, and superfluous begin 

Your message, like to end ai mmJi in vkin?' 

To whom thos Zephon, answering scorn with foom; 
* Think not, revolted spirit, thy shape the same, 835 
Or ondimimsh'd brightness to be known. 
At when then stood'st in heaT'n upright and pure ; 
'Huit glorv then, when thou no more Wast good. 
Departed from diee ; and thou resemblest now 
Thjr sin jand place of doom obscure and foul. S40 

But come, for then, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent ut , whose charge is to keep • 

Hut place inviolable, and these from harm.' 

8o ifake llie Cherub; and hb grove rebuke 

C 3 
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Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

luTincible: abashed the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodnesa is, and saw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely; saw, and pin*d 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observed 
, His lustre vbibly impair^ ; yet seemM 850 

Undaunted. 'If I must contend,' said he, 
'Best with the best, the sender not the sent, 
Or all at once; more glory will be won, 
Or less be lost.' 'Thy fear,* said Zephon bold, 
'Will saviB us trial what the least can do ^855 

Sinffle against thee wicked, and thence weak.' 

The fiend replied not, overcome with rage; 
But, like a proud steed rein'd, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb : to strive or fly 
He held it vain; awe from above had quellM 860 

His heart, not else dismayM. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those half-rounding guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron joined. 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud: 865 

'O friends! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse dbcem 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the shade; 
And with them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded splendour wan; who by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour seems the prince of hell. 
Not likely to part hence without cont^t; 
Stand i^rm* for in his look d^ance lours.' 

He scarce had ended, when those two approached. 
And brief rdated whom they brought, where found, 875 
How busied, in what form and posture couch'd. 

To whom with stem regard thus Gabriel spake: 
'Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressions, and disturbs the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress 880 

By thy example, but have pow'r and right 
To question Uiy bold entrance on this place; 
Employed, it seems, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bliss ?^ 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow: 885 
'Gabriel, thou hadst in heav'n th' esteem of wise^ 
And such I held thee; but this question ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from hell, 
Though thither doom'd ? Thou wouldst thyself^ no doubt,890 
And boldly venture to whatever place 
Farthest from pain, where thou raightst hope to change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought; 
To thee no reason, who know'st only good, 895 

But evil hast not tried: and wilt object 

SIS will who bounds us? Let him surer bar 
is iron gates, if he intends our stay 
in that daric dorance: thug much what was ask'd. 
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The r(Mt is true, they fonnd me where thej gay; 900 
But that implies not Tiolence or harm.' 

Thus he in scorn. The warlike angel mot'd. 
Disdainfully half smiling , thus replied: 
*0 loss of one in heai^'n to judge of wise. 
Since Satan fell, whom folly oTerthrew, 905 

And now returns him from his prison 'scaped, 
GraTely in doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed from his bounds in hell prescrib'd; 
So wise he judges it to llv from pain 910 

HowoTer, and to 'scape his punishment! 
So judge thou still, presumptuous! till the wrath. 
Which thou incwr'st by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back to hell. 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 

Can equal anger infinite proTok'd. 
But wherefore then aloae? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loose? is pain to them 
Less pain, less to be fled; or thou than they 
Less hardy to endure? Courageous chief! 920 

The first in flight from pain! hadst thoa alleged 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight, ^ 

Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive.* 

To which the fiend thus answerM, frowning gtem: 

<Not that I less endure or shrink from pain, 925 

Infinilting ^figel! well thou know'st I stood 

Tliy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 

The bksting Tollied thunder made ail speed. 

And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 

But still thy words at random , as before, 930 

Argue thy inexperience what behoYes 

From hard assays and ill successes past . 

A faithful leader, not to hazard all 

Through ways of danger by himself untried: 

I therefore , I alone first nndlrtook 935 

To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 

This new-created worid , whereof in iiell 

Fame is not silent, here in hope to find 

Better abode « and ray afflicted powers 

To settle here on earth , or in mid air; 940 

Though for possession pot to try once more 

What tiuNi and thy gay legions dare against; 

Whose easier business were to serve their Lord 

High up in heav'n , with songs to hymn his throne, 

Ana piactis^d distances to cringe ^ not fight.' 945 

To whom the warrior-angel soon replied : 

^o say and straight unsay, pretending first 

Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy, 

Aigues no leader, but a liar tracM, 

Satan, and conldst thou faithful add? name^ 950 

saered same of faithfulness profan'd! 

Faithfol to whom? to thy rebellious crew? 

Afroy of fiends, fit body to fit head. 

Was this yoQv diecipline and faith engag'd. 
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Your military obfjdience, to dis«f>lTe 955 

Allegiaoce to th' acknowledgM Power {Sapreme^ 

And thou, sly hypocrite, who noir wouiast seem 

Patron of liberty, who more than thou 

Once fawnM, and cringM, and serTilely ador'd . 

HeaT'n's awfol Monarch? wherefore, bat in hope 960 

To dispoieesfi him, and thyeelf to reign? 

Bat mark what I areed thee now, Avant; 

Fly diither whence thou fled'et. If from this hour 

IVithin these hallowM limits thou appear. 

Back to th' infernal pit 1 draff thee chain'd, 965 

And seal thee so, as henceforth not to scorn 

The facile gates of hell too slightly barr'd.' 

So. threatened he; hut Satan to no tlifeats 
GaTe heed , but waxing more in rage replied : 

*Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 970 

Proud limitary cherub! hut ere then 
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heaven's King 
Bide on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw^st his triumphant wheels 975 
In progress through the road of heav'n star^pavM.' 

While thus he spake , th* angelic sijuadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, sharpening in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported spears, as thick as when a field 980 

Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them; the careful ploughman doubting standi, ^ 
Lest on the threshing floor his hopeful sheaves 
Prove chajff. On th' other side, Satan, alarm'd, 985 
Collecting all his might, dilated stood, 
Like Teneriff or Atlas, nnremovM: 
His stature readied the sky, and on his crest 
fiat horror plum'd; nor wanted in hb grasp 
Whlit seem'd both spear and Aield. Now dijeadf ul deeds 990 
Might have ensued, nor only Paradise, 
In this commotion, but the starry cope 
Of heav'n perhaps, or aH the elemeats 
At least had gone to wrack, disturb'd and tarn 
With violence of this conflict, had not soon 995 

Th' Eternal, to prevent such horrid, fray, 
Hung forth in heav'n his golden scales, yet emm 
Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign, 
Wherein all things created first he weigh'd,^ 
The pendulous roond earth with balane'^i ahr lOOO. 

In counterpoise, now pondem all evrats, 
Battles and realms: in these he put two ireig^ta. 
The sequel each of parting and of fight: 
The latter quick up-flew, and kick*d the beam; 
Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the fiend: . 1005 

'Satan , I know thy strength, and thoii know'st mine; 
Neither our own, but giv'p: what folly then^ 
To boast what arms can do ? since thine ua more 
Than Heav'n permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
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To trample thee as mire: for proof look up, 1010 

And read thy lot in yon celestial sign, 

Where thou art weighed, and shown how light, how weak, 

If then resist.' The fiend look*d op, and knew 

His mounted scale aloft: nor more; but fled 

Mnrm'ring, and with him fled the shades of night. 1015 
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THE ARGVHBRT. 



Hhming approached^ Eve relate$ to Adam her trouble%ome dream; 
he iikes it not, yet eomforta her: they come forth to their 
day-ldboure: their morning Iwmn at the door of their bower, 
God, to render man inexcusable, sends Raphael to admonish 
him of his obedience, of his free estate, of his enemy near at 
hand , who he is , and why his enemy^ and whatever else may 
avail Adam to know, Raphael comes down to Paradise; his ap- 
pedrance described; his coming discerned by Adam afar off sit- 
ling at the door of his bower ; he goes out to meet him , brings 
him to his lodge, entertains him with the choicest fruits of Para- 
dise got together by Eve ; their discourse at table; Raphael per^^ 
forms his message, minds Adam of his state and of his enemy; 
relates, at AdanCs requeU, who that enemy is, and how he came 
to be so, beginning from his first revolt in heaven, and the 
occasion thereof; how he drew his legions after Aim to the parts 
of the north, and there incited them to rebel with him^ persuad' 
ing all but only Abdiel a Seraph, who in argumeat diuuade* 
and opposes him , then forsakes him. 



Now mom, her rosy steps in th^ eastern dime 

AdTandnff, sow'd ttie earth with mrient pearly 

When Amim wak'd, so customed; for his sle^ 

Was aery-light , from pure digestion bred. 

And temp'rate Tapours bland, which th* mily sound 5 

Of leaTes imd faming rills, Aurora's :fiin, 

Lightly dispersed, and the shrill matin song 

Of bivds on erery bough; so much the more « 

His wonder was to find unwakenM Eye 

With tresses discomposed , and glowing chedc, 10 

As through unquiet rest; he, on his side 

Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cfurdfal lore 

Hung orer her eiiaviour'd, ' and beheld 

Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep, 

Shot forth peculiar graces; then with voice IS 

Mild, as wtoi Zeplmns on Flora bueathes. 

Her hand soft touching, whispered thusi *Awake, 

Hy fairest, ny eifons'd, my latest found, 

HeavVs last best gift, my oTer-new ddight! 

Awake: tJto morning shines , and the fresh fleld 20 

CSalls as| we lose t& prime to mack how spring 
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Oar tender plants , how blows die citron grove, 
What dropg the myrrii, and what the balmy reed. 
How nature paints her colours , how the bee 
Sits on Hie bloom extracting liquid sweet.' S5 

Such whispering wak'd her, but with starded eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake: 
. *0 sole in whom my thoughts find all repose, 
WLy glory, my perfection! gliui I see 
Thy face , and mom retum'd ; for I this night SO 

(Such night till this I nerer passMJ have dreamed, 
If dreamed, not, as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day past, or morrow*s next design. 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew ncTer till (his irksome night: Methonghl 35 

Close at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle Toiee; I thought it thine: it said. 
Why sleep'^t thou. Etc? now is the pleasant ti 
The £ool, the silent, sare where silence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 

Tunes sweetest his love-labouHd song; now reigns 
FuH-orb^d the moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets off the face of things; in Tain, 
If none regard ; heay'n wakes with all his eyes. 
Whom to behold but thee» nature^s desire? 45 

In whose sight all things joy , with raTishment 
Attracted by thy beauty still to gaze. 
I rose as at thy call, Imt found thee not; 
To find thee I directed then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I passed thriough ways 50 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree ] 

Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem'd, i 

ntudh fairer to my fancy than by day: 
And , as I wondVing lookM , beside it stood 
Onttshap'd and wing'd like one of those from hearen 55 
By tfs oft seen: his dewy locks distill'd 
Ambrosia; on that tree he also gazM; 
And, O fair plant, said he, with fruit siir^arg^d, 
Deigns none to ease thy load, and taste thy sweety 
Nor God, nor man? Is knowledge so despis'd? 60^ 

Or envy, or what reserve forbids to taste? 
Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 
•Ijonger thy offerM good; why else set ha?e? 
This said, he pausM not, but with yent'roas ana 
He pluck'd , he tasted ; me damp horror chill'd G& < 

At such bold words roilch'd with a deed so bold : 
But he thus , overjoy'd : O fruit divine^ 
Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus crept, ^ 

Forbidden here, it seems', as only fit 
For gods, yet able to make gods of men: 7(y 

And why not gods of taen; since good, the uovd 
Communicated, more abundant gro#s, ^ 

The author noi impairM, hot hononr^d more? 
Here, happy creature, fair angelie Bye! 
Partake thoii also: happy fiiongh ttiou art, 75 

Happier 4hlMi mayst be, wortlilBff f»iist not bet 
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Taste this, and be henceforth among the gods 

Thyself a goddess, not to earth oonfin'd. 

But sometuBee in the air, as i^e; sometimes 

Ascend to heaT'n, by merit thine, and see 80 

Wliat life the gods live there y and snch live thoik 

So saying, %e drew nigh, and to me held, 

Ev^n to ray mouth of that same fruit held part 

Which he had pfaick'd; the pleasant saToury smdl 

So quickened appetite, that I, methonght, 85 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to the donds 

"With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The earth outstretched inunense, a prospect wide 

And Tarious : wondering at my flight and ehaoge 

To this high exaltation; sudftsnly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, sunk downy 

And fdl asleep; butO, how glad I wak'd 

To find this but a dream!' Thus Eve her night 

Related, and thus Adam answered sad: 

'Best image of myself, and dearer half, 95 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep 
Affects me equally; nor can I like 
Thb uncouth dream, of eyil sprung, I fear; 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none. 
Created pure. But know, that in the soul 100 

Are many lesser faculties, that serve 
Reason as chief; among these fancy next 
Her office holds; off aU external things. 
Which the five watchful senses represent, 
She forms ima^nations, aery shapes, 105 

Which reason joining, or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm or what deny , and odl 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retwes ^ 
Into her private cdi, when Nature rests* 
Oft in iter absence mimic fancy wakes 110 

To imitate her; but misjoining shapes, 
Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams^ 
Ill-matciiing words and dieds long past or late* 
Some such resemblances, methinks, I find 
Of our last evening's talk , in this Ay dream, 115 

But with addition strange; yet be not sad. 
Evil into the mind of God or man 
May come and go, so unapprovM, and leave 
No spot or hlaoDUD b^nd: which gives me hope 
That what in sleep, thou didst abhor to dream, 1^ 

Waking thoa never wilt consent to do. -^ 

Be not disheartened then, nor cloud those looks. 
That wont to be more cheerful and serene. 
Than when fair morning first smiles on tbe world; 
And let us to our fresh employments rise 125 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 
That open now their choicest bosom'd smells. 
Reserved from night, and kept for diee in store.' 

So dieer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer'd ; 
Bat silently a gentle tear let fall 130 

From cither eye, ami wip'd them ^ilh her hair; 
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Two odier precious drops that ready stood, * 

Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 

Kiss'd , as the gracious signs of sweet remorse 

And pious awe, thai fear'd to have offended. Id5 

So all was doar'd, and to the field they Juuite. 
Bat first 9 from under shady arborous roof 
Soon as they foiih were cone to open sight 
Of day-spring, and the sun, who, scarce up-risen;, 
Vfhh wheels yet hoTenug o'er the ocean-brim, 140 

Shot parallel t# th' earth his dewy ray, 
Discovering in wide landscape ail the east 
Of Paradise and Eden's happy j^auis, 
Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 
Their orisons , each mtHrning duly paid liS 

In various style: for nmther various style 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounc'd, or song 
Unmeditated ; such ^ompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in prose or nnmeront verse^ 150 
More tuneable than needed lute or harp 
To add more sweetness; and they thus began: 

'These are thy glorious worics. Parent of good, 
Almighty! Thine Ma universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair: Thyself how wondrous then! 155 
Unspeakable, who sit'st above these heavens 
To us invisible, w dimly seen 
In these thy lowest woria; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and pow'r divine* 
Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, 160 

Aiigels; for ye behold him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in heaven, 
On earth join all ye creatures to extol 
Him first, him last, him midbt, and without end. 165 
Fairest of stars , last in Ae train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day , that crowst the snnling mom 
With thy bright circlet , praise him in thy sphtte. 
While day arises, that sweet hoar of prime. 170 

Thou Sun , of this great world both eye and soOl,^ 
Acknowledge him thy greater, sound his praise 
In thy eternal course, both whm thou climb'st, 
jind when high nooD hast gain'd, and when thou fnll'st. 
Moon , that now meet'st the orient sun , now fly'st, 175 
With the fixM start, fix'd ui their orb that flies; 
And ye five other wand'rhig fires , that move 
In mystic dance not without song , resound 
His pnose , who out of darkness cfdl*d up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, &e eldest birth 180 

Of Nature's womb , that in quaternion ran 
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 
^d nourish all tl^gs ; let your oeaselets change 
Vary to our great Maker still new praise. 
Ye Mists aud Exhalations , that now rise 185 

From hill or steamiitg kke, ^idry or gray, 
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Till the 8011 painl yoar fleecy skirts with g^ld. 

In honour to the world's great Author rise; 

Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolour'd sky, 

(k wet the thirsty earth with fallings showers, 190 

Rising or falling, still advance his praise. 

His praise , ye Winds, that from four quarters blow. 

Breathe soft or loud; and wave your. tops , ye Pmes, 

With every ^ant, in sign of worship wave. 

Fountains, and ye that warble, as ye flow, 195 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praise. 

Join voices, all ye living Souls s ye Binis, 

That singing up to heaven-gate ascend. 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praise. 

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 200 

The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep; 

Witness if I be silent , morn or even, 

To hUl or valley, fountain or fresh shade, 

Hade vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 

Hail, universal Lmd, be bounteous still 205 

To give us only good; and if the night 

Have gathered aught of evil or conceaFd, 

Disperse it , as now light dispels the dark ' 

So pray*d diey innocmit, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovered soon, and wonted calm. 210 

On to their morning's rural work they haeite 
Among sweet dews and flow'rs; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reached too far 
Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check, 
Fruitless embraces: or diey led the vine 215 

To wed her elm; she, spous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r, th' adopted clusters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 
With pity HeavV's high King, and to him call'd 220 
Raphael , the sociable ^lirit , that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and secured 
His nmrriage with the sev'ntimes-wedded maid. 

' Raphael ,' said he , ' thou hear'st what stir on earth 
Satan, from hell scap'd through the daricsome gulf, 225 
Hath rais'd in Paradise; and how disturbed 
This night the human pair ; how he designs 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore , half this day as friend with fnend 
Converse with Adam , in what bowV or shade 230 

Thou find'st him from the heat of noon retir'd. 
To respite his day-labour with repast, ^ 
Or with repose; and such discourse bring on» 
As may advise him of his happy state. 
Happiness in his pow'r left free to will, 235 

Left to his own free will, his will though free 
Yet mutable; whence warn him to^ beware 
Hsr swerve not, too secure: tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom; what enemy. 
Late fali'n himself from heav'o , is plotting now 240 
The fail of others from like state of bliss; 

D 
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By Tiolence? no, for that liiall be witii0lood| 

But by deceit and lies: this let faim know, | 

Lest, wilfully transgregeing , he pntend 

Snrprisal, unadmonish^d , nnfofewam'd.' S45 

So spalce th' Eternal Father, and fnlfillM 
All jufltioe: iidr delay'd tiie wk^d saint 
After his charge receiy'd ; but from amon^ 
Thousand pelemd ardovrs, where he stood^ 
TeilM with his gorgeous wings, up-bringing light 250 
Flew through the midst of hewir'n; th* angelic quires, , 
On each hand parting, to his speed gBTe way 
Through all th' empyreal road : till , at the gate 
Of heaT'n arriT'd , the gate Jsd^-open'd wide 
On golden hinges tumkig, 6s by work 255 

Divine the sovran Ardutect had framed. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight, 
Star interposed, however small, he sees, 
Not unconform to other shining globes. 
Earth, and the gard'n of God, with cedars crown'd 260 
Above all hills. As when by night the glass 
Of Galileo , less assured , ob^rves 
ImaginM lands and regions in the moon: 
Or pilot, firom amidst the Cydades 
Ddos or Samos first appearing, kens 265 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flfgiit 
He speeds, and through Ae vast ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds , with steady wing 
Now on die polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air; till, within soar 270 

Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems \ 

A phoenix, gaz'd by all, as that sole bird, i 

"When, to enshrine his reliques in the sun's 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 
At once on th' eastern cliff of Paradise 275 

He lights, and to his proper shape returns 
A Seraph wing'd : six wings he wore to shade 
His lineaments divine; the pair that clad 
Each shoulder broad, came mantling oer his breast 
With regal ornament; the middle pair 280 

Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold, 
And colours dipt in heav'n; the third his feet 
ShadowM from eidier heel with featherM mail, 
Sky-tinctur'd grain. Like Maia's son he stood, 285 < 

And shook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fiird 
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands 
Of angels under watch ; and to his state. 
And to his message high , in honour rise ; 
F(Hr on some message high they guess'd him bound. !^0 
Their glittering tents he pass'd, and now is come 
Into the blissful field, through groves of myrrii, 
And flow'ring odours , cassia , nard , and balm ; 
A wilderness of sweets; for Nature here 
Wantoned as in her prime, and play'd at wiH 295 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet. 
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Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 

Him Cbrougli the spicy forest onward eome 

Adam diseemTd , as in the door he sat 

Of his cool bow'r, while now the mounted son ' 30Q 

Shot dawn direct his fervid rays to warm 

Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam needs: 

And Eto within , due at her hour* prepared 

For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 

True appetite, and not disreM^ thirst 305 

Of nectarons draughts between , from milky stream, 

Berry or grape : to whom thus Adam called : - 

* Haste hither. Eve, and worth thy sight behold 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape 
Gomes this way moving ; seems another mom 310 

Bis'n on mid^noon; some great behest from heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This day to be our guest. But go with speed, 
And, whilt thy itores contain, bring forth and poor 
Abnndance , fit to honour and receive 315 

Oar heavenly stranger: well we may afford 
Our givers ibxax own gifts, and large bestow 
From large bestowM , ^iiere Nature multiplies 
Her fert^ growth , and by disburdening grows 
More fruitful , which instructs us not to spare/ 3)30 

To whom Uius Eve : *• Adam , earth's hallow'd mould. 
Of God inspired! sniall store will serve, wh^re store, 
All seasons 9 ripe for use hangs on the stalk ; 
Save ^Hiat by firagal stinring firmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous moist consumes: 325 

But I will haste, and from each bough and brake. 
Each plant and juiciest gourd , will pluck such choice 
To entertain our Angel>gnest, as he 
Beholding shall eonfess, that here on earth 
God hath dispensed his bounties as in heaven/ 330 

So saying, with dispatchful looks in haste 
She turns, oh hospitable thoughts intent 
What dioice to choose for delicacy best. 
What order, so contriv'd as not to mix 
Tastes, not well joined, indegant, but bring 335 

Taste after taste upheld with kindliest ciubige; 
Bestirs her then , and from each tender stalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother > yields 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontua or the Punic coast, or where 340 

Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Bough, or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or sheU, 
She gathers , tribute large , and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing b.nd; for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths 345 

From many a berry , and from sweet kernels pressed 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to held 
Wants her fit vessels pure ; then strows the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub nnfum'd. 

Meanwhile our primitive great sire, to meet 350 

His God-like guest, walks forth, without more train 

D 2 
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Accompanied tban with his €wn complete 

Perfections; in himself was all Ms state. 

More solemn than the tedious pomp that waiti 

On princes, when their rich retinue long 355 

Of hors& led, and grooms besmeared with gold. 

Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 

Nearer his presence Adam, though not aw'd, 

Yet with submiss approach and rererence meek; 

As to a superior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus said: ^Native of heav'n, for other place 

None can than heav'n such glorious shape contain; 

Since by descending from the thrones aboTO, 

Those happy places thou hast deigned a while 

To want, and honour these, Touchsafe with us 365 

Two only , who yet by sovran gift possess 

This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 

To rest, and what the garden choicest bears 

To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 

Be orer, and the sun more cool decline.^ 370 

Whom thus th' angelic Virtue answerM mild: 
'Adam, I therefore came; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell. 
As may not oft incite, though spirits of heav^i, 
To visit thee; lead on then where thy bower 375 

O^ershades; for these mid-hours, till evenmg rise, 
I have at will.' So to the sylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smil'd 
With ilow'rets deck'd, uid fragrant smells; but Eto 
Undeck'd save with herself, more lovely fair 380 

Than wood-nymph^ or the fairest goddess leign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked strove. 
Stood to entertain her guest from heav'n; no Teii 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 
AUer'd her cheek. On whom the angel 'Haiil' 385 
Bestow'd), the holy salutation us'd 
Long after to blest Mary , second Eve : 

'Hail, mother of mankind, whose fmitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons, 
Than with these various fruits the trees of God 390 
Have heap'd this table.' Rais'd of grassy turf 
Their table was, and moesj seats had round, 
And on her ample square from side to side 
All autumn pi I'd, though spring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while discourse they hold, 395 
No fear lest dinner cool; when thus began 
Oar author: ^Heav'aly stranger, please to taste 
These bounties, which our IMourisher, from whom 
All perfect good, unmeasured o.t, descends, 
To us for food and for delight hath caused 400 

The earth to yield; unsavoury food perhaps 
To spiritual natures; only this I know. 
That one celestial Father gives to all.' 

To whom the angel : ' Therefore what he gives 
(Whose praise be ever sung) to man in part 405 

Spixitoaly may of purest spirits be found 
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No ingratefiil food: and food alike those pare 

Intelligential snbgtancee require, 

As doth your rational; and both contain 

Within them every lower faculty 410 

Of senle, whereby they hear, see, smell, touc^ taste, 

Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate, 

And corporeal to incorporeal tnm. 

For know, whatever was created needs 

To be sustain'd and fed: of elements 415 

The grosser feeds the purer, earth the sea. 

Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fires 

Ethereal, and as lowest first the moon; 

Whence in her visage round those spots, unpurgM 

Vapours not yet into her substance tpm'd. 420 

Nor doth tiie moon no nourishment exhale 

From her moist continent to higher orbs. 

The sun, that light imparts to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompense 

In humid exhalations, and at even 425 

Sups with the ocean. Though in heav'n the trees 

Of Kfe ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 

Yield nectar; though from off the boughs each mom 

We brush mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

CoverM with pearly gprain; yet God hath here 430 

Varied his bounty so with new delights, 

As may compare with heav'n ; and to taste 

Think not I shall be nice. So down they sat, . 

And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 

The angel, nor In mist, the common gloss 435 

Of theologians ; but with keen dispatch 

Of real hunger , and concoctive heat 

To transubstantiate; what redounds, transpires 

Through spirits with ease; nor wonder; if by fire 

Of sooty coal th* empiric alchymist 440 

Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold. 

As foom the mine. Meanwhile at table Rve 

Minister^ naked, and their flowing cops 

With pleasant liquors crown'd: O innocence 445 

Deserving Paradise! if ever, then, 

Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 

EnanMurM at that sight; but in those hearts 

Love unlibidinous reisrn'd , nor jealousy 

Was understood, the mjur'd lover's hell. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had suCfic'd, 
Not burdenM nature, sudden mind arose 
In Adam, not to let th' occasion pass 
Giv'n him by this ffreat conference, to know 
Of things above his worM^ and of their being 455 

Who dwell in hcav*n , whose excellence he saw 
Transcend his own so far; whose radiant forms. 
Divine effulgence, whose high pow'r so far 
Exceeded human: and his wary speech 
Thus to th' empyreal minister he fram'd: 460 

^Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
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Thy faTciur, in this honour done to man; 

Under whose lowly roof thon hast Touehtaf d 

To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste. 

Food not of angels , yet accepted so, 465 

As that more willingly thou couldst not seem * 

At heav'n's high feasts to have fed : yet what compare?^ 

To whom the winged hierarch replied : 
'O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not depray'd from good; created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter all. 
Endued with various forms, various degrees 
Ot substance , and , in things that live , of life ; 
But more refiuM, m<^re spirituous, and pure, 475 

As nearer to him plac*d, or nearer tending 
Each in their several active spheres assign'd. 
Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 
Proportion'd to each kind. So foom the root 
Springs lighter the green stalk, from thence the leaves 480 
More aery, last the bright consummate flower 
Spirits oddrous breathes: flowers and their fruit, 
Man's nourishment, by gradual scale sublimed. 
To vital spirits aspire, to animal. 

To intellectual; give both life and smse, 485 

Fancy and understanding; whence the soul 
Reason receives, and reason is her being, 
Discursive, or intuitive, discourse 
is of test yours, the latter most is ours, 
Differing but in degree , of kind the same. 490 

Wonder not then, what God for you saw good 
If I refuse not, but convert, as you, 
To proper substance. Time may come , when men 
With angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare; 495 

And from these corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at last turn all to spirit. 
Improved by tract of time, and, wing'd, ascend 
Ethereal,' as we; or may, at choice, 
Here or in heaVnly Paradises dwell; 500 

If ye be found obedient , and retain 
Unalterably firm his love entire, 
Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 
Your fill what 'Imppiness this happy state 
Can comprehend, iufcapable of more/ ^ 505 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied: 
*0 favourable spirit, propitious guest. 
Well hast thou taught the way that might durect 
Our knowledge, and the scale ^ nature set 
From center to circumference; thereon, 510 

In contemplation of created things. 
By steps we may ascend to God. But say, 
"What meant that caution joined, **lf ye be found 
Obedient.^'* Can we want obedience then 
To him, or possibly his love desert, 515 

Who form'd us from the dust, and plae'd us here 
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Fall to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Human desires can seek or apprehend?' 

To whom ^e angel : ^ Son of heav'n and earth, 
Attend: that then art happy, owe to God; 520 

That tJiou continuest sach, owe to thyself. 
That is , to thy obedienoe ; therein stand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee; be advisM. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable; 
And good he made thee; but to persevere 525 

He left it in thy pow'r; ordainM thy will 
By nature free, not over-rul'd by fate 
Inextricable, or strict necesltity; 
Our Tolnntary service he requires. 

Not. our necessitated; such with him 530 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tried whether they serve 
Willing or no , who will but what they must 
By destiny , and can no other choose ? 
Myself, and all th' angelic host, that stand 535 

In sight of Grod, «ithronM, our happy state 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds; 
On odier surety none: freely we serve. 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
To love or not; m this we stand or fall; 540 

And some are falFn, to disobedience fallen. 
And so from heav'n to deepest hell; O iall 
From what high state of bliss, into what woeP 

To whom our great Progenitor: 'Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 54^ 

Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic songs by night from neighboring hills 
Aerial music send: nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we never shall forget to love 550 

Our Maker, and obey him whose command 
Sbgle is yet so just , my constant thoughts 
Assured me, and still assure: though what thou (ell'st 
Hath passed in heav'n , some doubt within me move, 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent, 555 

The full relation, which must needs be strange, 
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard; 
And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun 
Hath finishM half his journey , and scarce begins 
Hb other half in the great zone of heav'n.' 550 

Thus Adam made request; and Raphael, 
After short pause assenting , thus began: ^ 

*' High no|ttter thou enjoin'st me , O prime of me«. 
Sad task and hard : for how shall I relate 
To human sense th' invisible exploits 565 

Of warring spirits? how, without remorse, 
The ruin of so many glorious once 
And perfect while they stood? how last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal? yet for thy good 570 

This is dispens'd ; and what surraoonts the reach 
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Of human sense, I shall delineate so. 

By likening spiritual to corporal forms. 

As may express them best; though what If earth 

Be but the shadow of heav'n, and things therein 575 

£aeh to other like; more than on earth is thought? 

'As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
ReignM where these heaY*ns now roll, where earthnow rests 
Upon her center poisM ; when on a day 
(For time, though in eternity, applied 580 

To motion, measures all things durable 
By present, past, and future), on such day 
As heav'n's great year bringd Uath, th' empyreal host 
Of angels by Imperial summons calfd, 
Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith, from all the ends 6f heav'n, appeared 
Under their hierarchs in orders bright: 
Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanc'd. 
Standards and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for distinction serre 590 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees; 
Or in their glittering tissues bear imblaz'd 
Holy memorials , acts of zeal and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 595 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 
By whom in bliss imbosomM sat the Son, 
Amidst as from a flaming mount whose top 
Brightness had made ioTisible, thus spake: 

'^ Hear , all ye Angels , progeny of light, 600 

Thrones, Dominations, Princ^oms, Virtues, Powers, 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 

My only Son, and on this holy hill 

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 605 

At my right. hand; your head I him appoint; 

And by myself have sworn , to him shall bow 

All knees m heaven, and shall confess him Lord: 

Under his great vicegerent reign abide 

United, as one individual soul, 610 

For ever happy: him who disobeys. 

Me disobeys , breaks union , and that day, 

Cafi<t out from God and blessed vision, falls 

Into utter darkness , deep ingulf d , his place 

Ordain'd without redemption , withont end. ?' 615 

' So spake th' Omnipotent , and with his words 

All seem'd well pleas'd; all seemM, but were not all. 

That day, as odier solemn days, they spent 

In song and. dance about the sacred hill; 

Mystical dance , which yonder starry sphere 620 

Of planets, and of fix'd, in all her wheela 

Resembles nearest, mazes intricate, 

Eccentric , intervolv'd , yet regular 

Then mest, when most irregular they leem; 

And in their motions harmony divine 625 

So smooths her charming tones , that God's own ear 
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Listens delighted. Eyenlng nbw approach'd 
(For we lia^e also eveniog and oar mom, 
We oars for change delectable, not need); 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they torn 690 
Denrous; all in circles as they stood. 
Tables are set, and on a sadden pil'd 
With angel's food, and rabied nectar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold. 
Fruit of delicious Tines, the growth of heaven. 635 

On flowers repos'd, and with fresh flow'rets crownM, 
They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 
Quaff immortality and joy , secure 
Of surfeit , where full measure only bounds 
Excess, before th' all-bounteous King, who showVd 640 
With copious hand , rejoicing in their joy. 
Now when ambrosial night with clouds exhalM 
From that high mount of God , whence light and shade 
Spring both, the face of brightest heaVn had chang'd 
To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 645 

In darker vdl), and roseate dews disposed 
All but th' unsleeping eyes of God to rest; 
Wide oyer all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain outspread 
(Such are the courts of God) , th' angelic throng, 650 
Dispersed in bounds and files, their camp extend 
By living streams among the trees of life, 
Pavilions numberless, and sadden rear'd. 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 
Fann'd with cool winds ; save those, who, in their course, 655 
Melodious hymns about the sovran throne 
Alternate all night long: but<not so wak'd • 

Satan; so call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in heav'n; he of the first. 
If not the first Archangel, great in power> 660 

• In favour and pre-eminence , yet fraught 
With envy against the- Son of God , diat day 
Honoured by his great Father, and proclaimed 
Messiah King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that sight, and thought himself impairM. 665 
Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain. 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolv'd 
With all hi» legions to dislodge , and leave 
UnworshippM , unobeyed, the throne supreme^ 670 

Contemptuous; and his next subordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in secret spake: 

^'Sleep'st thou, companion dear? What sleep can close 
Thy eye-lids? and remember*st what decree 
Of yesterday , so late hath *pass'd the lips 675 

Of heav'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont, to impart; 
Both waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent j New laws thou seest impost ; ^ 
New laws from hinr who reigns, new minds may raise 680 
In us who serve, new counseli) to debate 
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What doubtful may enfue: more in this place 

To utter is not safe. Assemble thou. 

Of all those myriads which we lead the chief; 

Tell them, that by command, ere yet dim night 685 

Her shadowy doud withdraws , I am to haste, 

And all who under me their banners wave. 

Homeward, with flying march, where we possett 

The quarters of the north; there to prepare 

Fit entertainment to receive our King, 690 

The Great Messiah, and his new commands. 

Who speedily through ail the hierarchies 

Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.** 

' ' So spake the false archangel , and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwary breast 695 

Of his associate: he together calls. 
Or several one by one, the regent powers. 
Under htm regent; tells, as he was taught, 
That the Most High commanding, now ere night, 
Now ere dim night had jlisencupSbier'd h^ven, 700 

The great hierarchal standard was to move; 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity: but all obeyed 

The wonted signal , and superior voice 705 

Of their great potentate; for great indeed 
His name , and high was his degree in heaven ; 
His countenance, as the morning star that guides 
The starry flock, allurM them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of heav*n*s host 710 

Meanwhile th' Eternal eye , whose sight discema 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Rebellion rising; saw in whom, how spread 715 

Among the sons of mom, what multitudes i 

Were banded to oppose his high decree; 
And, smiling, to his only Son thus said: 

''Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full resplendence, heir of all my might, 720 

Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we daim 
Of deity or empire: such a foe 

Is rising, who intends to erect his throne 725 

Equal to ours throughout the spacious north; 
Nor so content; hath in his thought to try 
In battle, what our pow'r is, or our right. 
Let us advise, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is leff , and all employ 730 

In our defence, lest unawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctuary, our hill." 

'To whom the Son with calm aspect and dear. 
Lightning divine, ineflable, serene. 
Made answer: <' Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 

Justly hast in derision, and secure 
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Laugh'st at their Tain designs and tumults Tain, 

Matter to me of glory, w^m their hate 

Illustrates, when they see all regal power 

GtT'n me to quell their pride, and in eTent 740 

Know whether I be dextrous to subdue 

Thy rebels, or be fonnd the worst in heaTen.'' 

^ So spake the Son : bnt Satan widi his powers 
Far was advanced on wing^ speed; an host 
Innnmerable as the stars of night, 745 

Or stars of morning , dew-drops , which the son 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim , anA potentates , and thrones, 
hk their triple degrees; regions to which 750 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 
Stretch'd into longitude; which haviog pass'd, 
At length into the limits of the north 755 

They came; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill , far blazing , as a mount 
RidsM on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond qoarries hewn, and rocks of gold; 
The palace of great Lucifer (so call 760 

That structure in the dialect of men 
Interpreted) , which not long after, he. 
Affecting all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declared in sight of heaTen, 765 

The mountain of the Congregation called; 
For thither he assembled* all his train, 
Pretending, so commanded, to consult 
About the great reception of their king. 
Thither to come; and with calumnious art 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held Hieir ears: 

"Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues , Powers; 
If these magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, since by decree 
Another now hath to himself engrossM 775 

All pow'r , and us eclipsed under the name 
Of King anointed , for whom all this haste 
Of midnight-marcJi, and Imrried meeting here, 
This only to consult; how we may best, 
Wtfa^ what may be devis'd of honours new, 780 

J^-eceive him coming to receive from ns 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, prostration Tile! 
Too much to one! but double how endur'd, 
To one, and to his image now \>roclaim'd? 
But what if better counsels might erect 785 

Our minds , and teach ns to cast off this yoke ?, 
^ill ye submit your necks , and choose to bend 
The supple knee? Ye will not, if I trust 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourselTes 
NatiTes and sons of heaT'n possessed before 790 

By none; and if not equal all, yet free, 
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Equally free; for orden and degreef 

Jar not with liberty, bat well consiit. 

Who can in reason dien or right asmime 

Monarchy over such as live by right 795 

His effuals , if in pow'r and tplendtoor less, 

In freedom equal? or can introduce 

Law and edict on us, who without law 

Err not ? much less for this to be oar Lord, 

And look for adoration, to th' abase 800 

Of those imperial titles, which assert 

Onr being ordain'd to govern, not to senre.'' 

Thus far his bold disconrse without control 
Had audience ; wheor among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal ador'd 805 
The Deity, and divine conounands obey'd, 
Stood up , and in a flame of zeal severe 
Tlie current of his fury thus opposed : 

^'O argufnent blasphemous, false, and proud! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in heav'n 810 

Expected, least of all from thee, ingrate. 
In place thyself so high above thy peerfj^ 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree of God , pronounced and sworn, 
That to his only Son, by right endued 815 

With regal vcepter, every soul in heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour doe 
Confess him rightful king? Unjust, thou say'st. 
Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let reign, 820 

One over all with unsufeceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to Grod? shalt thoa dispute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and formed the pow'rs of heaven 
Such as he pleas'd, and circamscribM their being? 825 
Yet , by experience taught , we know how good, 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is; how far from thought 
To make us less, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy state, under one head more near 830 

United. But to grant it thee nignst, 
That equal over equals monarch reig^: 
Thyself, though great and glorious, dost thoa count, 
Or all angelic nature joinM in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son? by whom, 835 

As by his word, the Mighty Father made 
All things, ev'n thee; and all the spirits of heaven 
By him created in their bright degrees, 
Crown'd them with glory , and to their glory nam'd 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 840 
Essential Pow'rs; nor by his reign obscured, 
But more illustrious made ; since he the head. 
One of our number thus rednc'd becomes; 
His laws our laws: all honour to him done 
Betums our own. Cease then this impious rage, 845 
And tempt not these; bat hasten lo appeaie 
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Th* ineensed Father, and th* incenMd Son, 
While pardon may be found in time befonght.^' 

'So spake the fervent angel; but his zeal 
None seconded, as ont of season jndg'd, 850 

Or singular and rash: whereat rcjoic'd 
Th* apostate, and, more hanghty, thus replied: 

'That we were form'd then, say'st thou? and the woric 
Of secondary hands, by task transferrM 
From Father to his Son? strange point and new! 855 
Doctrine which we would know whence leam'd: who saw 
When this creation was? reniember'st thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 
We know no time when we were not as now; 
Know none before us , self-begot , self-raisM 860 

By our own quickening pow*r, when fatal course 
Had circled his full orb , the birth mature 
Of this our native beav'n, ethereal sons. 
Our puissance is our own; our own right hand 
Shall teach us highest deeds , by proof to try 865 

Who is our equal: then thou shalt behold 
Whether by supplication we intend 
Address, and to begirt th' almighty throne 
Beteechinff or besi^ng. This report. 
These tidmgs carry to th' anointed King; 870 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight." 

' He said ; and , as the sound of waters deep. 
Hoarse murmur echo'd to his words applause 
Through the infinite host: nor less for that 
The flaminff Seraph fearless, though alone 875 

Encompassed round widi foes, thus answcr'd bold: 

''0 alienate from God, O spirit accurs'd^ 
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy fall 
Determined, and thy hapless crew involrd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 880 

Both of thy crime and punishment! henceforth 
No mor^ be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah; those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsaPd; other decrees 
Against thee are gone forth without recall; 885 

That golden scepter, which thou didst reject, 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedienee. Well thou didst advise; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted, lest the wrafh 890 

Impendent, raging into sudden flame, 
Distlngubh not: for soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn. 
When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know." 895 

'So spake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he; 
Among innumerable false, unmov'd, 
Unshaken, unsedno^d, unterrified. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his leal; * 900 

Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
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To swerve from tmtt, or chanf^ hie constant mind. 
Though single. From amidst them fm'th he passed, 
Long way throogfa hostile scorn , which he snstain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught; 905 

And, with retorted scorn, his hack he tum'd 
On those proud towers to swift destruction doom'd. 



BOOK VI. 



THE ARaUHBNT. 



Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel teere §ent 
forth to battle against Satan and his angels. The first fight des- 
cribed: Satan and his powers retire under night: he calls a coun- 
cil; invents devilish engines^ which . in the second day's fight, 
put Michael and his angels to some disorder ; but they at length 
pulling up mountains , overwhelm both the force and machines of 
Satan : vet , the tumult not so ending , God , on the third daffj 
sends Messiah his Son , for whom he had reserved tJie glory of 
that victory : he , in the power of his Father, coming to the place, 
and causing all his legions to stand still on either side , with bis 
chariot and thunder driving into the nUdst of his enemies , mur- 
sues them , unable to resist , towards the wall of heaven ; which 
openins , they leap down with horror and confusion into the place 
Of punishment prepared for them in the deep: Messiah returns 
with triumph to Ins Father, 



*All night the dreadless angel, nnpursned. 

Through heavVs wide champsunheld his way; tilllltoniy 

Wak'd hy the circling Hours, with rosy hand 

Unharr*d the gates of light. There is a cave * 

Within the mount of God , fast by his throne, 5 

Where light and darkness in perpetual round 

Lodge and dislodge hy turns, which makes tlurough hewen 

Grateful vicissitude , like day and night ; 

Light issues forth, and at the other door 

Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 10 

To veil the heav'n, though darkness there might wdl 

Seem twilight here ; and now went forth the mom, 

Such as in highest heav*n, array'd in gold 

Empyreal ; from before her vanished night. 

Shot through with orient beams, when all the phun 15 

Cover'd with tliick embattled squadrons bright, 

Chariots , and flaming arras , and fiery steeds. 

Reflecting hlaze on blaze, first met his view: 

War he perceivM, war in precinct; and found 

Already known what he for news had thought 20 

To have reported; gladly then he nyx^d 

Among those friendly pow'rs, who him veceivM 

With joy and* acclamatiotis loud , that one, 

That of so many myriads falFu, yet one 
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BetnmM not lost. On to the sacred hill 25 

They led him high tipplanded, and present 
Before the seat Mtpreni^ ; from "whence a yolee, 
From Aidit a golden ch)ud, thns mild was heard: 

^'Servant of God, ireU done; well hast thou fought 
9]1ie better fight, who single hast maintam'd 30 

Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth, in -word mightier than they in arms; 
And for the testimony of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 
Than violence; for this was M thy care, 35 

To stand approved in «ight of God, though worlds 
Judg'd thee perverse: the easier conquest now 
Remains thee : aided by this host of friends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return, 
Than scom'd thou didst depart; and to subdue 40 

By force, who reason for their law refuse, 
Right reason for thdr law, and for their King 
Messiah^ who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Michael, of celestial armies prince ; 
Ana thou, in military prowess next, 45 

Gkibriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible; lead forth my armed saints, 
6y thousands and by millions, rangM for fight, 
Equal in number to that godless crew 
Rebellious: them with 'fire and hostile arms 50 

Fearless aMault : and to the brow of heaven 
Pursuing, Wkf ^em out from God and bliss^ 
Into their pllle of punishment, the galf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall,^' 55 

*So spake the Sovran Voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In ^aVy wreaths , reluctant flames, the sign 
Of wrath awak'd; nor vHth less dread the loud 
Etiiereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow: 60 

At which command the powers militant 
That stood for heav'n, in mighty quadrate joia'd 
Of union irresistible, mov*d on 
In silence their bright legions, to the sound 
Of instrumental harmony, diat breath'd 65 

Heroic ardour to adventurous deeds 
Under their God-like leaders, in the cause 
Of God and his Mesiiah. On they move 
Indissolobly firm; nor obvious hUl, 
Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream, divides 70 
Their perfect ranks; for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the passive air upbore 
Their nimble tread. As when the total kind 
Of birds. In orderly array on wing. 
Came summon'd over Eden to receive 75 

Their names of thee; so over many a tract 
Of lieav*n they marchM, and many a province wide^ 
Tenfold the length of this terrene: at last, 
Far in th* horizon to the north app earM 



ffl PARADISE LOST. Book Vh 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, streteh'd 80 

In battailous aspect, and nearer view 
^ Bristled wjib uprig^ht beams innumerable 
Of rigid «pears, and helmets throng'd, and shieldf 
Various, with boastful argument portray'd. 
The banded pow'rs of SiUan hasting on 8§ 

With furious expedition; for they ween'd 
That self-same day, by fight, or by surprise, 
To win the mount of God, and on his throne 
To set the envier of his state, the proud 
Aspirer; but their thoughts proy'd fond and Tain 90 

In the mid way: though strange to us it seemM 
At first, that angel shmild with angel war. 
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to. meet 
So oft in festivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as sons of one great Sire, 95 

Hymning th' Eternal Father. But the shout 
Of battle now began, and rushing sound 
Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 
High in the midst, exalted as a god, 
Th' apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat, lOO 

Idol of majesty divine, enclosed 
Widi flaming cherubim, and golden shields; 
Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
'Twixt host and host but narrow space was left, 
A dreadful interval, and front to front 105 

Presented stood in terrible array 
Of hideous length: before the cloudy ^bu, 9 
On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd,4r 
Satan, with vast and haughty strides advanced. 
Came tow'ring, arm'd in adamant and gold; 110 

Abdiel that sight midur'd not, where he stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores : 

''O heav'tt! that such resemblance of the Highest 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 115 

Remain not! wherefore should not strength and might 
There fail where virtoe fails, or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable? 
Hit puissance, trusting in th' Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 120 

Unsound and false; nor is it aught but just, 
That he, who in debate of trutib hath won. 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor; though brutish that contest and foul. 
When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 125 

Most reason is that reason overcome." 

^So pondering, and from his armed peerg 
Forth stepping opposite, half-way he met 
His daring foe, at thb .prevention more 
IncensM, and thus securely him defied; 130 

^I*roud, art thou met? thy hope was to have reached 
The highth of thy aspiring unopposed. 
The throne of God unguarded, and his ade 
Abandon'd, at the teri»^ of thy, power 
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Or potent. tODgae: fool! not to thiak how Tain 135 

Against th' Oouiipotent to viae in arms; 

1^10 ottt of fimaUeet things could, without end, 

Have raisM incessant amuet to defeat 

Thy folly; or with solitary h»nd 

Rtoching beyond all limit, at one blow, 140 

Unaided, could have finished thee, and whelm'd 

Thy l^ons under daricness: but thou teest 

AU are aot of thy train: there be, who faith 

Prefer, and piety to €iod, thinigh then * 

To tiiee not visible, when I alone 145 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to dissent 

From all: my eect thou seest; now learn too late 

How few sometimes may know, when thousands err.'' 

*Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance, 
Thus answered: *'IU for thee, but in wish'd hour 150 
Of my revenge , first sought for, thou return's! 
From flight, sedi^us angel! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of this rigiit hand provok'd, since first that tongue^ 
faspir*d with contradiction, durst oppose 155 

A third part of the gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert; who, while they fed 
Vigour divine within them, can aliow^ 
Onmipotence to none. But weU tfiou'com'st 
Before thy fellows, ambitions to win 160 

From me some plume, that thy wocess may shrnr 
Destruction to the rest: this pause between 
(Unanswered lest thou boast), to let thee know; 
At first I thought that liberty and heavoi 
To heav'niy souls had been all one; but now 165 

I see that most through sloth had rather serve, 
Ministering spirits, tmin^d up in feast and song! 
SucA hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of heaven. 
Servility with freedom ta contend, 
As both their deeds compart this day shall prove/' 170 

'To whom in brief thus Abdiol stem replied: 
^*Apostate! still thou «rr*st, nor aid wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote: 
Unjustly thou deprav'st it with the name 
Of servitude, to serve whom Grod ordains, 175 

Or nature: God and natnre aid the same, 
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is servitude: 
To serve th' unwise, or him who hath rebeird 
Against his worthier, as thine sow serve thee, 180 

Thyself not free, but to thyself eatheall'd; 
Yet lewdly darVt our minist'ring upbraid. 
Beign thou in hell, thy kuigdem; let me serve 
In heav'n God ever-blest, and his divine 
Behests obe^, worthiest to be obey'd; 1^5 

Yet chains m hell, not reahns, expect: meanwhile 
From BM retum'd, as Arst thou said'st, from fligbt. 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive/' 

*So saying, a nolie stroke he lifted high, 

D a 
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IVhich hong not, bat to iwift with tempcgt fell 190 

On the pxoad cmt of Satan, that no fight, 

Nor motion of gwift thought, less conlfl hb ehieM, 

Such ruin intercept: ten paces hi^ 

He back recoird ; the tenth on bended knee 

His mas^ spear upstaid ; as if on earth 196 

Winds under gronud, or waters, forcing way, 

Sidelong had pu^^d a niountain from his seat. 

Half-sunk with all his pines. Amazement seiz'd 

The rebel thrones but greater rage, to see 

Thus fbird their mightiest; ours joy fiU'd, and shoot, 200 

Presage of victory, and fierce desire 

Of battle: ^ereat Michael bid sound 

Hi' archangel trumpet ; through the vast of heaTen 

It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 

Hosanna to the Highest: nor stood at gaze 205 

The advepe legions, nor less hideous join'd 

The homd shock. Now storming fury rose. 

And clamour, such as heard in heaven till now 

Was never; arms on armour cladiing bray'd 

Hmrible dbcord, and the madding wheels £10 

Of brazen chariots rag'd; dire was the noise 

Of conflict ; oyes head the dismal hist 

Of fiery darts in flaming volleys flew. 

And flying vaulted either host with fixe. 

So under fiery cope together rush'd 215 

Both battles main, with ruinous assault 

And Inextinguishable rage. All heaven 

Resounded; and had earth been then, all earth 

Had to \kef center shoidc. lilliat wonder? when 

Bullions of fierce enconnt'ring angels fought i 880 

On eithw side, Ihe least of whom could wield 

These dements, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions: how much more of poww 

Army against army, numberless to raise 

Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb, 225 

Though not destroy, their happy nadve seats 

Had not th' Eternal Kjng Omnipotent, 

From his strong hold of heav*n, high over-ruVd 

And limited their might; though numbered soch 

As each divided legion might have seem'd 230 

A numerous host; in strength each armed hand 

A legion; led in fight, yet leader, seem'd 

Each warrior single as in chie^ expert 

When to advance, or stand, or turn the sway. 

Of battle, open when, and when to close ^ 235 

The ridges of grim war: no thought of flight, 

None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 

Thas argued fear; each on himself relied, 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Of victory. Deeds of eternal fome 240 

Were done, but infinite; for wide was spread 

That war, and various; sometimes en filrm groimd 

A standing fight, then, soaring on main wing, 

Tmmeiiled aU the air; all air seem'd then 
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Oonflictii^ fire. Long time in eyen scale 245 

The battle haii^; till Satan, who that day 

Prodigioae pow'r had shown, and met in ams 

No equal, ranging through the dice attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confu8*d, at length 

Saw where the tword of Michael smote, and fell'd 250 

Squadrons at once; with huge two-handed sway 

Brandished aloft, the horrid edge came down 

Wide-wasting; such destruction to withstand 

He hasted, and oppoc»M the rocky (Mrb 

Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, S55 

A yast circumference. At his approach, 

The great Archangel from his warlike toil 

Snrceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 

Intestine war in heav'n, the arch-foe subdued. 

Or captive dragg'd in chains , with hostile fitiwn 260 

And Tisage all inflamM first thus began: 

'^Author of eril, unknown till thy revolt^ 
I3nnam*d in heaVn, now plenteous, as thou seett^ 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all. 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself 265 

And tihy adherents : how hast thou disturb^ 
Heav'ns blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion! how hast thou instiird 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright 270 

And faithful, now proT*d false! But ihink not here 
To trouble holy rest; heav'n casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven, the seat of btiss. 
Brooks not the works of -violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, 275 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, h^l ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew! there mingle Inroils, 
Ere thu avenging sword begin thy doom, 
Or some more sudden vengeance, win'gd from God, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain '' 280 

^So «pake tho prinee of angels, to whom thus 
The adversaiy : ''Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Ha$t thou tnrn'd the least of these 
To flight, or If to fiill, but that they rise 285 

Unvanquish^d; easier to transact with me 
That diou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chase me hence? err not, that so shall end 
The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 
The strife of glory: which we mean to win, ' 280 

Or turn this heav*n itself into the hell 
Thou fablest; here, however, to dwell free, 
If not to reign: meanwhile thy utmost force. 
And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh." 295 

^They ended parle, and both addre«ia!d for fight * 
UnspeakaUe; for who, though with the tongue 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift 
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Hiunan imagination to rach highth 300 

Of Godlike pow'r? for likest ^mIs they seemed. 
Stood they or moVd, in stature, motion, anna. 
Fit to decide the empire of g^reat heaven. 
Now waVd their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles; two hroad sons their shiddt 305 
BlazM opposite, while expectation stood 
In horror: from each hand with speed retired. 
Where erst was thickest fight, th' angelie throng. 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of Buc|i commotion ; snch as, to set forth 310 

Great things %by small, if, nature's concord br^e, 
Among the constellations war were sprang. 
Two planets rushing from asp^t malign 
Of fiercest opposition, in mid sky 

Should combat, and their jarring spheres confoqnd. 315 
Together both with next to almighty arm 
Up>lifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat. 
As not of pow'r at once; nor odds appeared 
In might or swift prevention: but the sword 3^ 

Of Michael from the armoury of God 
Was given him tempered so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge: it met 
The sword of Satan, with steep force to smite 
Descending, and in half cut sheer; nor staid, 325 

But with swift wheel reverse, deep enf ring, ■har'd 
All his right side: then Satan first knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro convolved; so sore 
The griding sworA with dbcontinnous wound 
Pass's through him: but th' ethereal substance clos'd, 330 
Not long divisible ;«and from the ga^h 
A stream of nectarous humour issuing flow'd 
Sanguine, such as celei^ial spirits may bleed. 
And all his armour stain'd, erewhile so bright. 
Forthwith on all sides to his aid was run 335 

By angels many and strong, who interposed 
Defence, while others bore him on their diidds 
Back to his chariot, where it stood retir'd - 
From off the files of war; there they him laid 
Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame, 340 

To find himself not matchless, and his pride 
Humbled hy- snch rebuke, so far beneath 
His confidenee to equal God in power. 
Yet soon he heal'd^ for spirits ttat live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins. 
Cannot but by annihilating die; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 

All intellect, all sepse; and, as they please. 
They limb themselves, and colour, ^ape, or sise. 
Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 
'Meanwhile in other parts Vk% deeds deserv'd 
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Memorial, where the mi^ht of Gabriel fought, 355 

And with fierce ensigns piercM the deep array 

Of Moloch, furious king; who him defied. 

And at his chariot-weels to drag him hound. 

Threatened, nor from the Holy One of heaven 

RefrainM his tongue blasph^ous; but anon 360 

Down cloTen to the waist, with shattered arms 

And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 

Uriel and Raphael, his Taunting foe. 

Though huge , and in a rock of diamond arm- d, 

VanquishM Adramelech and Asmadai, 365 

Two potent thrones, that to be less than gods 

DisdainM, but meaner thoughts learn'd in their flight. 

Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and mail. 

Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 

The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel, and Arioch, and the violence 

Of Ramiel scorchM and blasted , oTarthrew. 

I might relate of thousands , and their names 

Eternize here on earth; but those elect 

Angels , cqg|ented with their fame in hearen, 375 

Sedc not ttt praise of men: the other ^ort, 

In might though wondrous and in acts of war, 

Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom 

Canceird from heav'n and sacred memory, 

Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For strength from truth divided, and from just, 

lUaudable^ naught merits but dispraise 

And ignominy ; yet to glory aspires 

Vain-glorious, and through infamy seeks fames 

Therefore eternal silence be their doom. 385 

^And now, their mightiest queird', the battle swerved. 
With many an inroad gorM; deformed rout 
Entered, and foul disorder; all the ground 
With shiver'd armour strown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overturned, 390 

And fiery-foaming steeds; what stood, recoil'd 
O'er- wearied , through the faint Satanic host 
Defensive scarce , or with pale fear surprised, 
Then first with fear sorpris'd , and sense of pain, 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 395 

By fin of disobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far otherwise th^ inviolable saints, 
In cubic phalanx ^rm, advanced entire, 
Invulnerable, impenetrably armM ; 400 

Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes; not to have sinn'd, 
Not to have disobey'd; in fight they stood 
Unwearied; unobnoxious to be pain'd 
By wound, though from their place by violence mov'd. 405 

*Now night her course began, and over heaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce imposed, 
And silence on the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy coveH both retired, 
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Ilctnr and Tanqukh^d: on the foughten field 410 

Michael and his angels prevalent 

Encamping, plac'd in guard their watches round. 

Cherubic waving fires: on th* other part, 

Satan with his rebellious disappeared, 

Far in the dark dislodged; and, void of rest, 415 

His potentates to council oaird by night; 

And in the midst thus undismayed began : 

^'0 now in danger tried, now known in amui 
Not to be overpowVd, companions dear, 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 420 

Too mean pretence ! but what w« more aflEect, 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown; 
Who have sustained one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days?) 
What heaven*s Lord had pow^fullest to send 425 

Against us from about his throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to subdue us to his will. 
But proves not so: then fallible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him , though till now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arm*d^ 430 
Some disadvantage we endurM and pain, ^* 
Till now not known, but, known, as soon contemn'd; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury. 

Imperishable, and though pierced with wound, 435 

Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then so small , as easy think 
The remedy; perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapons more viol^it, when next we meet. 
May serve to better us, and worse our foes, 440 

Or equal what between us made the odds. 
In nature none: if other hidden cause 
Left them superior, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound. 
Due search and consultation will disclose." 445 

*He sat; and in th' assembly next npstood 
Nisroch, of principalities the prime; 
As one he stood escap'd from cruel fight. 
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havoc hewn. 
And cloudy in aspect thus answering spake: 450 

"• Deliverer from new lords , leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as gods ; yet hard 
For gods, and too unequal work we find. 
Against unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Against nnpain'd , impassive ; from whieli evil 455 

Ruin must needs ensue; for what avails 
Valour or strength , though matchless, quell'd with pain 
Which all subdnes , and makes remiss the hands 
Of mightiest? Sen^e of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 

Bat live content, which is the calmest life : 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and, excessive, overturns 
All patience. He who thevefore can invent 
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With what more forcible we may offend 465 

Oar yet nnwoanded enemies, or arm 
Omrselves with like defence , to me deserres 
No lets than for deliverance what we owe.' 

'Whereto with look compos'd Satan replied t 
'^Not rniinvcnted that ^ which then aright 470 

Belier'st so main to our success, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright snr^ce 
Of this ethereous mould whereon we stand, 
This continent of spacious heaT^n adorned 
With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrosial, g^ns, and gold ; 475 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 
These things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, 
Of spiritous and fiery spume , till , touched 
With heaven's ray, and tempered, they shoot forth 480 
So beauteous, opening to the ambient light? 
These in their daric nativity the deep ' 

Shall 3rield us, pregnant with infernal flame; 
Which , into hollow engines , long and round, « 

Thick-ramm'd , at tV other bore with touch of fire 485 
Dilated and infuriate^ shall send forth 
From far, with thundering noise, among our foes 
Such implements of mischief, as shall dash 
To pieees, and o'erwhelm, whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarm'd 490 

The Thund'rer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shall be our labour; yet ere dawn, 
Effect shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive; 
Abandon fear; to strength and counsel joinM' 
Think nothing hard, much less to be despaired.'' 495 

'He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlighten^, and their lang^ish'd hope reviv'd. 
Th' invention all admired , and each , how he 
To be th' inventor roiss'd; so easy it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound most would have thought 500 
hnpossible: yet. Imply, of thy race 
hi future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
With devilish machination, might devise 
Like instrument to plague the sons of men 505 

For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew; 
None arguing stood ; innumerable hands 
Were r<»dy; in a moment up they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 510 

Th' origimds of nature in their crude 
Conception; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and, with subtle art, 
Concocted and adusted they reduced 
To blackest grain, and into store oonvey'd: 515 

Ptot hidden veins di«f'd up (nor hath thb earth 
Entraik unlike) of mmeral and stone, 
Whereof to found thdr engines and their balls 
Of odsiive min; part incentive reed 
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Provide, pernicious witli one touch to fire. 590 

So all ere day-spring, under conscious night, 
Secret they imishM , and in order set, 
With silent circumspection, unespied. 

*Now when fair mom orient in heaVn appear'd, 
Up rose the Tictor^angels , and to arras 5^ 

The matin trumpet sung: in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded; oihers from the dawnin|^ hills 
Looked round , and scouts each coast light-armed scomr, 
£ach quarter, to descry the distant foe, 530 

Where lodgM, or whither fled, mr if for fight, 
In motion or in halt ; him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
But firm battalion: back with speediest sail 
/ophiel , of Cherubim the swiftest wing, 535 

Came flying, and in mid air aloud liins cried: 

*' Arm , warriors , arm for fight ; the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will save uh long pursuit 
.This day; fear not his fight; so thick a cloud 
' He comes, and settled in his £eu» I see 540 

Sad resolution, and secure: let each 
His adamantine eeat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm , gripe fast his mrbed shield. 
Borne ev'n or high ; fer this day will pour down^ 
If I conjecture aught, no drizzlkig shower, 545 

But rattling storm of arrows harb'd M4th fire.^' 

'So wam'd he tbem, aware themselves, and toon 
In order, quit of all impediment; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm. 
And onward mov'd embattled : when behold ! 550 

Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge , in hollow cube 
Training his devilish enginwy, impal'd 
On every side With shadowing squadrons deep, 
To hide die fraud. At interview both stood 555 

A whil^; but suddenly at head appear'd 
Satan, and thus was heard conMuamding loud: 

'^ Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold; 
That fill may see who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and composure, and with open breast 560 

Stand ready to receive them , if they Hke 
Our overture, and turn not back perverse: 
But that I doubt; however, witness heaven, 
HeaVn witness thou anon , while we discharge 
Freely our part: ye, who appointed s^d, 565 

Do as you have in charge, and biiefljf'^touGh 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear." 

' So scoffing in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Had ended; when to rig^t and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retirM: 570 

Which to oar eyes discovert, new and strange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seem'd. 
Of hollowM bodies made of oak or fir, 
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With branches lopt, in trood or mountain feird), 675 

Brass, tron,^ stony mould, had not their mouths 

With hideous orifice gap^d on us wide, 

Portending liollow truce: at each behind 

A Seraph stood , and in his hand a reed 

Stood waiFing tipped with fire; while we, suspense^ 580 

Collected stood within our thoughts amus'd. 

Not long; for sudden all at once their reeds 

Pot forth , and to a narrow Tent applied 

With nice(^t touch. Inimeififtte in a flame, 

But soon obscur'd with smoke, all heaT'n appearM, 5B5 

From those deep-throated engines belch'd, whose roar 

£niboweU'd with outrageous noise t^ air. 

And all ^r entrails tore, disgorging foul 

Their devilish glut, chain'd '&underibolts and hail 

Of iron globes; which, on the victor host 590 

Leveird, with such impetuous fury smote^ 

That , whom they hit , none on ^idr feet might stand. 

Though standing else as rocks, but down they fell 

By thousands., angel on archangel rolPd, 

The sooner for their arms ; unarm'd , they might 595 

Have easily , as spirits , evaded swift 

By quick contraction or remove) but now 

Foul dissipation followM, and forc'd rout$ 

Nor servM it to relax their serried files. 

What should they do? if on they rasH'd, rqinlse 600 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet move despis'd^ 

And to their foes a laughter; for in view 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row^, 

hi posture to displode their second tire 605 

Of thunder: back defeated to return 

They worse abhorred « Satan beheld their plighti 

And to his mates Au<9 in derision call'd: , 

''O friends! why come not on these victors proud? 
Erewhile they fierce were coming; and when We, 610 
To entertain them fair with d^en front 
And breast (what could we more?) propounded terms 
Of composition , straight they diang'd dieuf minds. 
Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell, 
Ai they would dance; yet for a dance they seem'd 615 
Somewhat extravagant and wild; perhaps 
For joy of offer'd peace: but I suppose. 
If our proposals once again were heard. 
We should compel them to a quick result' ^ 

*To whom this Belial, in like gamesome inood: 620 
^Leader! the tdNns we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home; 
Snch as we might perceive amosM them all. 
And stumbled many: who receives th<«|i right, 
Had need from head to foot well unders^d) 625 

Not understood, this gift tbey have besides. 
They show «s when our foes walk not ufright" 

*So they among themselves in pleasant vein 
Stood scoffmgy heightes'd in their thoughu beyond 

B 
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AU doubt of Ticlory: Eternal Mkht 630 

To matdt with tbeb inTontioiM they pretmi'd 

So easy , and of hit thonder made a soorn, 

And all hb host derided, ^diile they stood 

A while in trouble: bat they stood not longf 

Rage prompted them at length, and found diem ainif 635 

Against such heUish mischief fit to oppoaei 

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power 

Which God hath In hi& mighty angels placed 

Their arms away they threw, and to the hilU 

8 Tor earth hath thb variety from beaten, ^0 

f pleasure situate in hill and dale). 
Light as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew; 
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro. 
They plucb'd the seated hills, with aU thdr load. 
Bodes, waters^ woods, and by the shaggy tops 645 
tJplifting bore them in their hands: amaae, 
Be sure, and terror, seiz'd the rebel host, 
When coming towards them so dread they saw 
The bottom 4>f the mountains upward tnmM ; 
Tin on those cursed engines' triple row 650 

They saw them whelroM, and all their eonfidenee 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ; 
Themselves invaded next, and on thdlr heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air , 
CJame shadowing, and oppress'd whole legions armM ; 655 
Their armour helped their harm , croshM in and brnisM 
Lito their substance pent, which wrought them paia 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan; 
Long struggling nndemeaflt , ere they could wind 
Out of such prbon , though spirits of purest light, 660 
Purest at fiMt, now gross by sinning grown. 
The rest, in imitation, to like arms 
Betook them, and the neighbVing hills nptore: 
So hills amid the air encoonter'd hills, 
Hnrrd to and Ire widi jaculation dire, 665 

That under ground they f^ght in dismal shade; 
Infernal noise! war seem*d a cItII game 
To this uproar; horrid confusion heap*d 
Upon confusion rase. And now all heaven 
Bad gone to wrack, with ruin oTempread; 670 

Hnd not th' Almighty Father, where he idts 
Shrin*d in his sanctuary of heav*n secure, 
Consultbg on the sum of things , f ore^ieen 
This tnmult, and permitted all,advii'd: 
That his great purpose he might so fulfil, 675 

To honour his anointed Son aveng'd 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
All pow'r on him transferred : whence to his Son, 
Th* assessor of his throne, he thus began s 

^* Effulgence of my glory, Son beloT'd, 680 

Son, in whose face Invisible is beheld 
Vblbly, what by Ddty I am. 
And In whose hand what by decree I do, 
Second omnipotence! two days aie past, 
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Two dkm« ai we compute the dnys of heaTen, 685 

Since Bfichael and his pow'rg went foHh to tame 

These disobedient: sore hath been their iight. 

As likeliest was , when two sach foes met armM ; 

For to themselTes I left them; and then know'st. 

Equal in their creation they vfwv. formed, 6^ 

Save what sin hath impaired ; which yet hath wrooght 

Insensibly 9 for I suspend their doom; 

l^ence hi perpetual light tht^ needs nrast last 

EwSess, an« no solution will be found: 

War wearied hath performM what war can do, 695 

And to disordor'd rage let loose the reins. 

With raoontains, as with weapons, arm'd; whidh makes 

Wild work in heav'n , and dangerous to the main. 

Two days are therefore past, the third is thine; 

For thee I have ordain*d it; and thus far 700 

HaTo suifer'dy that the glory may be thine 

Of endine this g^eat war, since none bnt thou 

Can end it. Into thee such virtue and grace 

Immense I have transfused , that all may know 

Id heav'n and hell thy pow^r above compare; 705 

And, this perverse commotion govem'd thus, 

To manifest thee worthiest to be Heir 

Of all thingi; to be Heb, and to be Khig 

By saered miction, thy deserved right. 

Go tfien, thoa Mighdest, in thy Father's might; 7K> 

Ascend my diariot , guide the rapid wheels 

That shake heavVs basis, bring forth all my 

My bow and thunder, ray almighty arms 

Chrd on , and sword upon thy puissant thigh ; 

Pursue these sons of darkness , drive them out 715 

From all heaVn's bounds into the utter deep : 

There let, them learn, as likes them, to despise 

God, and Messi^, hb anobted King." 

*He said, and on his jSon with rays direct^ 
Shone full; lie all his Father full expressed 720 

IneflliJily Into his fiace receiv'd ; 
And thus the filial Godhead ansf^'ring spake t 

**0 Father, O Supreme of heav'nly tiirOnes, 
first. Highest, Holiest, Best; thou always seek'st 
To glorify thy Son; I always thee, 7«5 

As is most jast: this I my glory account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in me , well pleas'd , declar'st Hiy will 
Fulfin'd, whidi to fulfil is all my bliss. 
Scepter and powV, thy giving, I assume, 730 

Ami gladliw shall resign, when in the end 
Thou dialt be all in all, and I In thee 
For ever; and iujoae all whom thou lov'st: 
Bnt whom thou hat^st, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, •735 

lmaa[e of thee in all things ; and shall soon, 
Amrd with thy might , nd heaven of these rebellM, 
To their preparM ill mansion driven down. 
To chidni of darkness, and th' undying worm, 

E 2 
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That from thj jnst obedience could rerolt, 740 

Whom -to obey ig happiness entire. 

Then shall thy saints linmixM, and from tU* impmre 

Far separate, circling thy holy mount. 

Unfeigned Iiallelujahs to thee sing. 

Hymns of high praise, and I among them chief.'* 74S 

^So said, he, o*er his scepter bowing, rose 
From the right hand of glory where he sat; 
And the third sacred mom. began to shine. 
Dawning through heaven. Forth rush'd with whirlwind sound 
The chariot of Paternal Deity, ^ 750 

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel midrawn, 
ItBelf instinct with spirit, but convoyM 
By four cherubic shapes; four faces each 
Bbid wondrous; as with stars, their bodies all, 
And vings, w»e set with eyes ; with eyes the wheels 75^ 
Of beryl , and careering fires between ; 
Over their heads a crystal firmament. 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the show'ry arch. 
He , in celestial panoply all arm'd 760 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought. 
Ascended | at his right hand Victory 
ISat.eagle-wineM; beside him hung hi» bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thundw storM; 
And from about him fierce effusion roH'd 765 

Of smoke, and bickmng flame, and sparkles dire: 
Attended with ten thousand thousand saints, 
He onward come; far off his coming shone; 
And twenty thousand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand, were seen: 770 
He on the wings of Cherub rode sublime 
On the crystalline sky; in sapphire throned, 
IHustrions far and wide; but by his own 
First seen : them unexpected joy surprised. 
When the great enogn of Messiah blaz'd 775 

Aloft by angels borne, his sign in heaven; 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduced 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, 
Under their head Imbodied all in one. 
Before him Pow'r Divine his way prepared; 780 

At his command th' uprooted hills retirM 
Each to his place; they heard his voice, and went 
Obsequious; heav*n his wonted face renew'd, 
And with fresh flowerets hill and valley smiPd. 
This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdnr'd, 785 

And to tebelliaus fight rallied their powers^ 
Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. 
In heav'niy spirits could such per?erseness dwell? 
But to convince the proud what signs avail. 
Or wondeiPs move th' obdurate to relent? 790 

They, harden'd more by what might most redaim, 
Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 
Took envy; and a8|4ring to his highth 
Stood re<embattled fierce, by force or fraud 
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Weening to prosper^ and at length prerail 79$ 

Against God and Messiah, or to fall 

In universal rain last; and now 

To fiml battle drew, disdaining flight. 

Or faint retreat; vhen the great Son of God 

To all his host on either hand thus spake : >' 800 

** Stand still in bright array, ye saints; here stand, 
Ye angels arm'd; this day from battle rest: 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in his righteoug cause: 
Aiid a^ y^ have receiy^d, so have yejdon?,. . dOS 

Invincibly: but of this cursed crew: : •\: : "-^^v •, ; 
The punishment to other hand belong; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he «oIe /ipfifointsj^ ' - ^ :» t> ;; 
Numb» to tHii day's work is nototd^nCd, ' '^. ' % ■ " 
Nor multitude; stand only, and behold 810 

God's indignation on these godless pourM 
By me; not you, but me, they have despised, 
Yet envi^ ;» against me is all their rage, 
Because the Father, t* whom in heav'n supreme 
Kingdom,, and pow^r, and glory appertains, 815 

Hath honoured me, according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath assigned: 
That they wkj have their wish, to try with me ^ 
In batde whii& the stronger proves; thc7 all» 
Or 1 nkme against them ; since by strength 820 

They measure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels; 
Nor other stHfe with them do I vouchsafe.'' 

* So spake the Son , and into terror chang'd 
His connt'nance too severe to be beheld, 825 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At otece the four spread out their starry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce diariot rolFd, %9 wich the sound 
Of torrent floods , or of a numerons hort. 830 

He on his Impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night: under his burning wheels 
The steadfast empyrean shook throughout. 
All but the throne Itself of God. Full soon 
Amon^ them he arrived; in his right hand 335 

Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he seat 
Before him , such as in their souls infixM 
Flagoes: they, astonish'd, all resistance lost. 
All courage; down their idle weapons dropt; 
O'er shields, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 840 
Of Arones and mighty Seraphim prostnite. 
That wish'd the mountains now might' be agidn 
Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-visag'd four 845 

Distinct with eyes , and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes | 
One spirit In them rni'd; and every eye 
Glar'4 lightning , and shut forfli pernicious fire 
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Among th* accim'd, fihat whher'd all their strength, 850 
And off their wonted irigonr left them drafai'd, 
Exliausted, siitritless, afflicted, faU'n. 
Yet half hii strength he pat not forth , bat ched^'dl 
His thunder in mid volley; for he meant 
Not to destroy, hot root them out of heaTens 855 

The orerthrown he raisM, and as a herd 
Of goats or timoroos flock together throng'd. 
Drove them before him tiranderstmck, pnrsned 
Widi terrors and with faries, to the boands 
■ And crystal wall 1^ l^v'n; which, openinr wide, 860 

$toli'd inW4rl,iilid il spacious gap di8clos*d 
* Into the wastefnl deep :. the monstrous sight 
t Slifidk iS^tm yriih l^rror backward , but far worse 
. tJr$*d Hion behiotf rjieadlong themselves they threw 
Down from the verge of heav'n ; eternal wrath 865 

Burnt after them to the bott6m1e8s pit. 

^Hell heard th* unsulferabie noise, hell saw 
Heav'n ruining from heav'n, and would have fled 
Affrighted; but strict fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations; and too fast had bound, 870 

Nine days they fell: confounded Chaos roar'd. 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a root 
Encnmber'd him with ruin : hell at last 
Yawping receiv'd them whole, and on them doiM; 875 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
DidburdenM heav'n rejoicM , and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roli'd. 
Sole Victor, from th' expulsion of his foes, 880 

Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd : 
To meet bun all hb saints, who silent stood 
Dye- witnesses of his almighty acts. 
With jubilee advanc'd; and,, as they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright, 885 
Snog triumph, and him sung victorious Ring, ^ 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given. 
Worthiest to reign: He, celebrated, rode 
Triumphant through mid heav'n , into the courti 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 890 

On high; who into glory him receiv'd, 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 

^ Thus measuring things in jieav'n by things on eordi. 
At ttiy request , and tliat thou may'sl beware 
By what is past, to thee I have reveal'd . 895 

What might have else to human race Jbeeik hid ; 
The discmrd which befel, and war in heaven 
Among th' angelic pow'rs, and the deep fall 
Of Aose loo high aspiring , who rebeli'd 
With Satan; he who envies now thy state, 900 

Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from ob^ience, that with him 
Bereav'd of happiness, thou may'st partake 
His punishment, eternal misery; 
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Whidt would be all hit solaee and revenge^ qq5 

Aa a despite done against the Most High, 

Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 

Bat Hsten not to his temptations, warn 

Thy weaker; let it profit thee to have heard. 

By terrible example, the reward 9Iq 

Of disobedience; firm they might have stood. 

Yet fdl| femember, and fear to tran^grets.' 
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THE ABevnSNT. 



Bwpka^y at the reguea of Jdamy relates how and wherefore 
?" «H«jW w«>lr«f created; that God, after the expelUnTofS^ 
tan and hU angeUoutof heaven, declared hU pl^reto SrcaS 
^mother world, and other creatures to dweU th^eSfs^ZhU 
Sonmthjglonf and attendance of angels, to perform the wo^kTf 
'^reaUcnrnsU; ^ithe angeljcUeb?ate'wit^iS^t£tp^^^^ 
thereof J and his reaseension into heaven. r^'jvrat^ 



anee 



Desctod from heav'n, Urania, by that name 

If rightly thou art call'd, whose voice divue 

Following, above th' Olympian hill I soar 

Above the flight, of Pegas^an wing. ' 

The meamng, no*t the name, I call: for thou 5 

Nor of the muses nine, nor on the top 

Of old Olympus dwelPst; but, heav'niy-born. 

Before the hills appeared, or fountam flow'd. 

Thou with £temal Wisdom didst converse, 

Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play lo 

In presence of th' Almighty Father, pleas'd 

With thy celestial song Up led by thee. 

Into the heav'n of heav'ns I have prwnm'd. 

An earthly guest, and drawn empyreal air. 

Thy temp'ring: with like safety guided down, 15 

Return me to my native element: 

Lest from this flying steed unrein'd (as once 

Bellerophon, though from a lower clime). 

Dismounted, M th' Aleian field I fall, 

Erroneous diere to wander, and forlorn. 20 

Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 

Within the visible diurnal sphere: 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole, * 

More safe I sing with mortal voice, unchang'd 

To hoarse or mute, though fall'n on evil days, S& 

On evil days though fall%, and evil tongues; 

In dfurkaesiy and with dangers oompassM round. 
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AxA solitnie ; fet not akme, while thoa 

Vistf rt Biy sliimbers ntghtl;f, or when mom 

Fnrples the eattt still govern tbon my song, 30 

Urania, and fit audience find, thongh few. 

But drive far off the barbarons dissonance 

Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 

Of that wild rent that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had eaim 85 

To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 

Both harp and voice; nor conld (he muse defend 

Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores: 

For then art heavenly, she an empty dream. 

Say, goddess, what ensued when Raphael^ 40 

The aflkble Archangel, had forewarned 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostasy, by what befell in heaven 
To those apostates; lest the like befall 
In Paradise to Adam or his race, 45 

Charg'd not to touch the interdicted tree. 
If they tranitgress, and slight that sole comrnand, 
So easily obey'd amid the choice 
Of mil tastes else to please their appetite, 
Though wandViflg. He, with his eonsovted Eve, 50 ' 
The story heard attentive, and was fili'd 
With admiration and deep muse, to hear 
Of things so high and strange; things, to their thought 
So unimaginable, as hate in heaven. 
And war so near the peace of God in bliss, 55 

With such confusion: but the evil, soon 
* Driv'n back, redounded as a flood on those 
From whom it sprung; impossible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repealM 
The doubts that in his heart arose: and now 60 

Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
What nearer inight concern him, how this world 
Of heav'n and earth eonspicuous first liegan; 
When, and whereof created ; for what cause; 
What within Eden, or without, was done 65 

Before his memory : as one whose drought 
Yet scarce allay 'd still eyes the current stream. 
Whose liqnid murmur heard 4iew thirst excite^ 
Proceeded thus to ask his heav'oly guest: 

'Great things and full of wonder in our ears, 70 

Far differing from this world, thou hast reveal'd, 
Divine interpreter! by fovour sent 
Down from the empyr^n, to forewatti 
lis timely of what might else have been oar 4oss, 
Unknown, which human knowledge epuld nof; r^ach; 75 
For which to th* infioitdy Good we owe 
Immortal tlianks, and his admonishment 
Receive i^th solemn purpose to observe 
Immutably his sovran will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast Tonchsafd 80 
Gently, for our instruction, to impart 
Things above eartfily 4u>oght, which yet concerned 
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Odr knowings, as to hi^MSt Wuktoni seem'd, 

Dei^ tio descend now lower, and relate 

What may no less perhaps aTatl ns known, 85 

How first hegan this hear'n which we behold 

Distant so high, with moTug fires adom'd 

Innamerable ; and this which yields or fills 

All spade, Ihe ambient air wide interfnsM 

Embracing round this florid earth: what cause 90 

Mov'd the Creator, in his holy rest 

Through all eternity, so late to build 

In Chaos; and the work begun, how soon 

AbsolT*d; if unforbid thoiL^may'st unfold 

What we, not to explore Bie secrets ask 95 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know* 

And die great light of day yet wants to ran 

Much of his race dioogh steep; suspense in heareB^ 

Held by thy Toice, thy potent Toice, he hears, 100 

And longer will delay to hear thee tell 

His generation, and the rising birth 

Of nature from the unapparent deep : 

Or if the star of oToning and the moon 

Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring 105 

Silence; and sleep, listening to thee, will watch; 

Or we can bid hb absence, till thy song 

End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine.' 

Thus Adam bis illustrious guest beKOU^ht; 
And thus the Gfodlike Angel answerM mild: HO 

'This aliBO thy request, with caution ask'd, 
Obtain; though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of Swaph can suffice^ 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou oanst attoin, which best may serve 115 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing; such commission from aboTe 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond abstain \^ 

To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not revealed, which th' invisible King, 
Only Omniscient, hath suppressed in night. 
To none communicable in earth or heaven: 
Enough is left besides to search and know ; 125 

But luiowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her torap'rance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain x 
Oppressea eUc, with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to foNy, as nourishment to wind. 130 

^Know then, that, after Lucifer from heaven 
(So call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of angels, than ^at star the stars among). 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
hito his place, and tae great $on returned XZ5t 

Victorious with his salute, th* Omnipotent 
Eternal Kather fram his throne beheld 
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Their mHltitade, and to 1^ Sod thas spake: 

'^At least our enTious foe hath faU'd, who thooght 
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 140 

This inaccessible high strengA, the teat 
Of Deity sapreme, as dispossessed. 
He trusted to have seizM, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more; 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I see, 145 

Their station; heav'n, jet populous, retains 
Number sufficient to possess her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With ministerief due, and soLpm lites: 
But, lest his heart exaltuhhu m the haim 150 

Already done, to haTO dispeopled heaven. 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if such it be to lose 
S<df-lost; and in a moment will create 
Another world, out of one man a race 155 

Of men innumerable, diere to dwell. 
Not here; tiU by degrees of merit rais'd. 
They open to themsdves at length the way 
Up mther, under loi^ obedience tried ; 
And earth be changed to heav'n, and heav'n to earth, 160 
One kingdom, jot and union without end. 
Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye pow'rs of heayen; 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform; speak Uiou, and be it done! 
My OTershadowing Spirit and might with thee 165 

I send along; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heav'n and earth; 
Boundless the deep , because I am who fill 
Infinitude; nor Tacuons the space. 
Though I, uncircnmscribM myself, retire, 170 

And put not forth my goodness, which is free 
To act or not; necessity and -chance 
Approadi not me, and what I will is fate.'* 

*So spake th' Alndgbty, and to what he spake 
His Word, the filial Godhead, gave effect ^ 175 
Immediate are die acts of God, more swift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without proc^ of speech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and r^oicing was in heaven, 180 

When such was heard declared th' Almighty's will; 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace: 
Glory to him, whose just avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his sight 185 

And th' habitadons of the just; to him 
Glonr and praise, whose wisdom had ordain'd 
Crood out' of evil to create; instead 
Of spirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thoncif diffuse 190 

His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

*So song the luerarchies: meanwhile the Son 
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Ob hb great expedifion a«w apMir'd, 

Girt wim oiDidpotenGe, iriUi radiance crtfwn'd 

Of majesty diTine: sapience and Iotq 195 

Immengc, and all hit Father in him shone. 

About hit chariot ntonberiess were poitt*d 

Oiemli and Seraph, potentates and thrones. 

And Tirtues, wbged spirits, and chariots wineM 

yVoni th' armoar^ of God; where stand of c%l SOD 

Myriads, between two bracen moantalns lodged 

Against a solenin day, hamess'd at hand, 

Gelestlid eqolpage; and now canie forth 

Spontaneous, lor within them spirit liv'd, 

ttltendant on their Lord: heay'n open'd wide 90$ 

Her e¥cr-daring gates, harraonlons soond. 

On golden hinges moVing, to let forth 

The Kfaiff of Glory, hi his pow'rfnl Word 

And %ilnt, coming to create new worlds. 

On heavenly ground they stood; and from tiieslMte 210 

They Tiew'd die Tast immeasurable ab^ 

Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wdd. 

Up from the bottom turuM by furious winds 

And snrgbg waves, as mountains, to assault 

thou deep, peace," 
discord eadl" 
Nor stay'd; but, on the wings of, Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 

Far into Oiaos, and the world nnbom; 220 

For diaos heard his Toice: him all his train 
Followed in bright procession, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then stayM the ferrid wheels, and in his IuumI 
&e took the golden compasses, prepar'il 225 

In God*s eternal store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created things i 
One foot be centered, and tlie other tum'd 
Round through the vast profundity obscure. 
And saidft *'Thas fiir extend , thus far thy bounds, 280 
This by thy just drcnmference, O world!'' 
Thus God the heav'n created, thus the earth. 
Blatter unform'd and Toid: darkness profound 
Cover'd th' abyss; but on the watry cafan 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outspread, 235 
And Tital Tirtue infus*d, and vital warmth. 
Throughout the fluid mass; but downward puig'd 
The blade, tartareous, cold. Infernal dregs. 
Adverse to life: then founded, then conglob'd 
I<ike things to like; the rest to several place 240 

I^isparted, and between spun out the air: 
And earth, self-balanced, on her center hung. 

''Let there be Ught," said God; and forthwith light 
C^ereal, first of mings, quintessence pure, 
Spfung from the deep; and from her native east 245 
To journey through flie aery gloom began, 
Sphered in a radiant do«d, for yet the sun 
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Was not; she in a ckrady taii^niaele 

Sojourned the while. GvA taw the Hght was good; 

And liffht front darkness by the hemiflphero 250 

Divid^: li^t the day, and darkness night. 

He nam'd. Thns was the first day ey^n and BOns 

Nor past uncelebrated, nor unsnng ^ 

By the (Selestial qnires, when orient light 

Exhaling first from darkness they beheld; £5$ 

Birth-day of heav'n and earth; with joy and shoiil 

The hollow universal orb they filPd, 

And tonch'd their golden harpi, and hymning pmk'dl > 

God and his works; Creator him they song. 

Both when first eTening was, and when first moin* 260 

^Again, God said, ^'Let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters ;" and God ma& 
The firmament, expanse of liqi^, pure, . % 

TranspaDont, elemental air, diffused 265 

In circuit to the uttermost eonvez 
Of diis great round ; partition firm and sure, 
The waters imderneath from those above i 

DiTiding: for as earth, so he the world 
li^lt on cirettmfluous waters calm, in wide - .^70 

Crystalline oeeaa, and the loid misrule 
Of Chaos for reoMT'd; lest fierco extremes 
Contiguous mi|g^ distemper the whole frames 
And heav'n he namM the firmament : so eyen 
And m(Hrning chorus sung the secmid day. 275 

^The earth was form'd, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, endiryon inunature iuToWM, 
Appeared not: over all the face of ^rth 
Main ocean flowed, not idle; but, with warm' 
Pfdific humour soft'ning all her globe, 280 

Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moisture; when God said, 
**Be gathered now, ye waters under heaTen, 
Into one place, and let dry land appear." 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 285 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into &e clouds $ their tops ascend tho s1^: 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters; thither they 290 

Hasted with glad precipitance, uproird, 
As drops on dust eonglobing from the dry: 
Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct. 
For haste; such" flight the great command impvess'd 
On the swift floods ; as armies at the caH 295 

Of trumpets (for of armies thou hast heard) 
Tffoop to thehr standard; so the watry thnmg. 
Wave rolling after wave, where way they fonnd| 
If steep, with torrent rapture, if durough plain* 
Soft ebbing: nor withstood thrai rock or hill; dOO 

But they, or under ground, or cirouit wide 
With s^i^nt error wandering, fomid thdr way. 
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And^ OB the washy eoM deep chamiels wore; 

Easjy ere God had bid the ground be dry, 

Alt but within those banks, wh«re riTors now 305 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land, £arth; and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters, ho callM Seas : 

And saw that it was good; and said, '^Let th' eartih 

Put fordi the -verdant grass, herb yielding seed, 310 

And firuit-tree yielding fruit after her kind. 

Whose seed is in herself upon the earth." 

He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till then 

Desert and bare« unsightly, unadom'd. 

Brought forth the tender grass, Whose Terdare clad 315 

Her universal face with pleasant green; 

Then herbs of every lea^ that spdden flowVd 

Opening thdr various colours, and made gay 

Her bosom, smelling sweet: and, these scarce blown. 

Forth fiourish'd thidc the dustVing vine, forth crept 320 

The swelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 

Embattled in her field, and th' humble shrub. 

And bush with friizled hair implicit: last 

Rose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 

Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemmM 3S5 

Their blossoms : with high woods the fields were erown'^ 

With tufts the valleys, and eadi fountain-side; 

With borders long the rivers: that earth now 

SeemM like to heaven, a seat where gods might dwell. 

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 330 

Her sacred shades: though God had yet not iftinM 

Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 

None was; but from the earth a dewy mist 

Went op, and water'd all the ground, and each 

Plant of the field; which, ere it was hi ih' earA^ 339 

God made, and every h»b, before it grew 

Oa the green stem: God saw that it was good: 

So ev'n and mom recorded the third day. 

Again th' Ahnighty spake, "Let there be lights 
High hi th' expanse of heaven, to divide 340 

The day from night; and let them be for aigna, 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be lor lights, as I ordain 
Their offiee in the finmrnient of heaven, 
To give light on the earth ;" and it was so. 345 

And Crod made two great lights, great for their mit 
To nan, the greater to have rule by day, 
The less by night, altera; and made the stara. 
And set fliem in the firmament of heaven 
To illnmmate the earth, and rule the day 350 

la thev vieissitode, and rule the night. 
And light from darkness to divide. God saw. 
Surveying his great work, that it was good: 
Far of celestial bodies first the sun 
A mighty sphere he fram'd, unlightsome first, 355 

Though of ethereal mould: then formed the moon 
Globose, and every magnitude of stara, 
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And 8owM with iten Ae hmv^ Mdc «• • Mdt 

Of light by fur Oie greater purl he look, 

Traniplanted from her cloudy ihrfaie, and phiO^ 860 

Ib the lun^s orb, made |Niroiif to reeeiTo 

And drink tiie li^id light; firm to retain 

Her gathered beams, groat palace bow of light 

Hither, as to their foontain, othev. stars 

Bepairing, is their golden oms draw light, 365 

And hence the morning planet gilds her hona; 

Bv tincture or reflection they augment 

Ineir snudl peculiar, though from human sight 

So far remote, with diminution seen. 

first in his east the glorious lamp was seen, 870 

Regent of day, and aU ^* horiaon round 

Invested with bright ravs, jocund to run 

His longitude through heav'ns high road; tiie gray 

Dawn, and the Pleiaules, before him danced, 

Shedding sweet influence: less bright the moon, 875 

But opposite hi leireli'd west was set. 

His mbror, with full fme borrowing her light 

Ftrom him; for o^er light she needed none 

In that asp^ and still that distance keeps 

Till niffht; then hi the east her turn she shlne% 380 

RotoItVI en heayVs great axle, and her reign 

With thousand lesser lighto divMual hpids. 

With thousand thousand stars, that dien appeared 

Spangling the henrfsphere: then first adomM 

With their bright lomhiaries that set and mee, 385 

Glad evening and glad mom crowuM the fourth day. 

^And God said, ^ Let the waters generate 
Beptile with spawn abundant, living soult 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
Display'd on the open firmament of heaven/* 390 

And uod crettled the great whales, and eadi 
Soul living, each that orept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds; 
And every bird of wing after his kind; 
And saw that it was |^od, andbless'd dieni, saying, 395 
**Be frnithil, multiply, and in the seas. 
And lakfs, and mnnug streams, the waters fills 
And let the fowl be mult^ied on th' earth." 
Forthwith die sounds and seas, eadi creek and bay. 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoab 400 

Of fish that with their fins, and shinbg scales. 
Glide und«r the green wave, in sculls that oft 
Bank the mid seai part single, oir with mate, 
Graie the sea-weed their pasture, and through groves 
Of coral stray; or sp<irting with quick glance, ^ 405 
Show to the sun their wav^d coats dropt with gold; 
Or, in thdr pearly shells at ease, attend 
Moist nutriment; or under rocks tfieir food 
In jointed armour watch: oa smooth the seal 
And bended dolphins playt part huge of bulk, 410 

Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait. 
Tempest 3ie ocean: there leviathan. 



Aow VU. PARAHISE LOST. ttl 

Hogert ef IWing creatures, on flie deep 

Stretch'd like a p^montoty, sleept or iwinis, 

And teems a moTiop^ land; and at his gills 415 

Draws in, and at his trunk sponts ont, a sea« 

Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and shores, 

Their hrood as numerons hatch, from th* egg that toon 

Borstmg with kindly rapture forth dbclosM 

Their callow young; hut featlier*d soon and fledge 420 

They summ'd their pens ; and, soaring th' air tnbilmei 

With clang despisM the ground, under a doud 

In prospect; there the eagle aftd the stork 

On cliffs and cedar-tops thdr eyries hutM; 

Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 425 

In common , rang'd in figure, wedge their way. 

Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 

Thek aery caraTan, high over seas 

Flying, and over laubds, widi mutual wing 

Easing their flight; so steers the pradent crie • 430 

Her annual Toyage, borne on winds; the air 

Floats, as they pass, fanned with mmnmher'd piumess 

From branch to branch Ihe smaller birds with song 

Solac'd the woods, and spread their painted wings 

Till er'n; nor then the solenm nightingale 435 

Ceas'd warbling, bnt all night tun'd her soft lays % 

Others, on silver lakes and risers, bath'd 

Their downy breast; the swan with arched neck, 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 

Her state-wlth oary feet; yet oft th^ qteit 440 

The dank, and, rising on sStiff pennons, tower 

The mid aereal sky; others on ground 

Walk'd firm ; the crested cock whose clarion soniiAi 

The silent hours, and fli' other whose gay train 

Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 445 

Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters thus 

With fish replenlsh'd, and the air with fowl, 

ETenIng and morn solemnized the fifth day. 

*The sizdi, and of creation last, arose 
With evenbg harps and matin; when God said, 450 

''Let th' earth brinr forth soul liyhig m her kind, 
CSattle, and creeping Siings, and beast of th' earth. 
Each in their kind." The earth obeyed and straight 
Opening her fertile womb,'teem'd at a birdi 
Innumerous Hying creatures, perfect formS| 455 

Limb'd and full gprown : out of the ground up rose, 
As from his lair , the wild beast, where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake or den; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walkM: 
The cattle In the fields and meadows green: 4^ 

Those rare and solitary, these In flocks 
Pasturing at once, and In broad herds upsprnng. 
The grassy dods now calved; now half appeared 
The tawny Hon, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then springs, as broke from bonds, 455 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane; the ounce, 
The libbard, and the tiger^ as the mole 
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Risinf^, tlie cramliled earfli abore them Hivefr 

In hilioekt: the swift stag from ander groand 

Bore up his branching head : scarce £rom his monld 470 

Behemoth, biggest bom of earth, upheay*d 

His Tastoess : fleec'd the flocks and bleatins^ ros^ 

As plants : ambignons between sea and land 

The riTer-horse, and scaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the gromid, 475 

Insect or worm: those waVd their Umber fons 

For wings, and smallest lineaments e^act 

In all the liveries decked ef smnmer's pride. 

With spots of gold and purple, azure and green? 

These as a line their long dimension drew, 480 

Streaking the ground with sinuous trace; not aU 

Minims of nature; some 6f serpent-kind, 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involved 

Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crqpt 

The parsimonious emmet, provident 485 

Of future; in small room large heart enclos'd; 

Pattern of just equality perhaps 

Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 

Of commonahy : swarming next appeared 

The female bee, that feeds her husband drona 490 

Deli^ously, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey stw'd: the rest are numberless, 

And thou their natures know'st, and gav^at them names. 

Needless to thee repeated; nor unknown 

The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, 495 

Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Not nesious, but obedient at thy calL 

'Now heav'n in all her glory shone, and roU'd 
Her motions, as the great first Mover's hand 500 

First wheel'd their course: earth m her rich attire 
Consummate lovely smil'^; air, water, earth, 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flowur^wai swum, was walked. 
Frequent; aiRl of the sixth day yet remained: 
Th«*e wanted yet the master-work, the end 505 

Of all yet done; a creature, who, not prone 
And brote as other creatures, but endued / 
Witfi sanctity of reason, might erect 
His stature, and upright wiUi front serene 
Govern the rest, self-knowing; and from thence 510 
Magnanhaave to correspond with heaven, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends; thither with heart, and voice, and eyes. 
Directed in devotion, to adore 

And worship God Supreme, who made him chief 515 
Of all his works: therefore th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Bresent?) thus to his Son audibly spake: 

**Let us make now man in ouf image, man 
In eur similitude, and let them rule 520 

Over the fish and fowl of sea and air. 
Beast of the field, and over all the earth. 
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And eyery ereepiog tiling* fliat creeps the gromid.** 
This said, iie form'd thee, Adam, thee, O man, 
Oust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breath'd 525 
The Inreatii of life; in his own image he 
Created thee, in the image of Grod 
Express; and thou becam^st a liTing soul. 
Male he created thee ; bnt thy concert 
Female, for race ; then blessM manlcind, and said, 530 
^Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of th' air. 
And every living thin'<^ that moves on th' earth.'' 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 

Is yet distinct by name, thence, as thou know'st. 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taste; 
And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 540 

Gave thee: all sorts are here all Hi' earth yields, 
Variety without end ; but of the tree, 
Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and evil, 
Tliou may'st not; in the day thou eat^st, thou diest; 
Death is the penalty impos'd ; beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite; lest sin 
Surprise thee, and her black att^dant death." 
*liere flnish'd he, and all that he had made 
llew'd , and behold all was entirely good ; 
So ev'n and mom accomplished the sixtli day: 550 

Yet not till the Creator, from his work 
Desistinff, though unwearied, up retum'd, 
Up to the heavii of heav'ns, his high abode; 
Thence to behold this new-created world, 
Th' addition of h\n empire, how it showed 555 

In prospect from his throne , how good , how fair. 
Answering his great idea. ^Up he rode 
Follow'd with acclamation , and the somid 
Symphonious of ten thousand harps, that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies: the earth, the air 5G0 

Resounded (thou reroember'st, for thou heard'st). 
The heav'ns and all the coastellations mng. 
The planets in their station listening stood, 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant 
^ Open , ye everlasting gates !" they sun^r, 565 

**Open, ye heav'ns! your living doors; let in 
The great Creator from his work retum'd 
Magnific(»it, his six days' work, a world; 
Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 
To visit oft the dwellings of just men, 570 

Delighted ; and with fr^^quent Intereonrse 
ThiSier will send his winged messengers 
On errands of supernal grnre." So sung 
The glorious train ascending : iie through heaven, 
That open'd wide her blazing portals , led 575 

To Crod's etemal house dirert the way ; 
A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold, 

E % 
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And paTcnieiit ttari, as start to thfe appcsr, 
Been in the galaxj, that milky way« 
Which nightly, as a circling aume, thoa soett 589 

PowderM idtli stars. And now on earth the aeventh 
Kyening arose in Eden, for th^ son 
Was set, and twilight from the east caoM on^ 
Forerunning night; when at the holy mount 
Of heair'n's higii-oeated top , th' imperial thfone 585 
Of Godhead fix'd for ever firm and sure. 
The Filial Pow'r arriv'd, and sat him down 
With his great Father : for he aUo went 
luTisible , yet stoy'd (such privilege 
Hath Omnipresence), and the wonc ordained, 590 

Author and End of all things; and, from work 
Now resting, bless'd and hidlow'd the sev'nth day. 
As restine on that day from all hi^i work, 
But not m silence holy kept: the harp 
Bad work and rested not; the solemn pipe, 595 

And dulcimer, all organs of tweet stop. 
All sounds on fret by string or golden wire, 
Tempered toft tunings, intermiY'd with Toioe 
Choral or unison: of incense clouds, 
Fuming from golden censerii, hid the mount 500 

Creation and the six days' acts they sung: 
^ Great are tby works , JehoTah ! infinite 
Thy pow'r! what thought can measuire tbee, fa tongue 
Relate thee? Greater now in thy return 
Than from the giant angels : thee that day 605 

' Thy blunders magnified; but to create 
Is greater than created to destroy. 
Who can impair thee. Mighty King, or booad 
Thy empire? easily the proud attempt 
Of spirits apostate, and their counsek Tain, 610 

Thou hatt repelPd; while impiously they ttiought 
Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy w^irshippers. Who teeka 
To letten thee, againtt his purpote tenres 
To manifest the more tbj might: hit evil 615 

Thou usest , and from thence creat'st more good. 
"Witnesa thb new-made world , another heaTen 
From heayen-^te not far, founded in yiew 
On die clear hyaline, the glassy sea; 
Of amplitude almott immense, with start 520 

'Numerous, and every star perhaps a world 
Of destined habitation; but thou know'st 
Their seasons: among these the seat of men, 
Karth with hgr nether ocean cirrumfus'd. 
Their pleasant dwelling-place. Thrice happy men, 625 
* And tout of men, whom God hath thus advanc'd! 
Created in hit image there to dwell 
And worship him; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worshippers 630 

Holy and Just: thrice happy, if they know 
Their happiness, and pecteTere upright!" 
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'So fimg^ tti^f aiMl tfie enipyr^an rang 
With balleliijahs : thus WM sabbath kept. -^ 
And thy request think now faiaU'd, that a^k'd 635 

How first this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy roemory was done 
Fronrf the beginnhig; that posterity, 
Informed by thee, aright know: if ebe ^oa seek^il 
Anght, not surpassing human measore, say.* 6^ 
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Adam inquires eoneeminfc eelettial motions \ i» doubtfuUy mu' 
9¥fered, and exhorted to $ec^rch rather thingn more worthy of knauH 
icdgei Adam ataent9; and atill desirous to detain Raphael, re- 
lates to him what he remembered since his own creation ; his plae- 
ing in Paradise; his talk with God concerning stdttude and fit 
society ; his first meeting and nuptials with Eoe : his dtaooursa, 
with the Angel thereuptm ; who, after admonitions repeated, departs* 



Tm Angel ended , and in Adam^s ear 
So ehanning left his irnice, that he a while ^ 
Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to hear; 
Then, as n(iw-wak*d, thus gratefully replied: • 

^Wliat thanks suiftcient, or what recompense 5 

Equal, have I to reader thee, diyine 
Historian , who thus largely hast allay'd 
The thirst 1 had of knowledge, and voudisafd 
This friendly condescension to relate 
Things else by me unsearchable ; now heard 10 

With wonder, but delight , and , as is due. 
With gloij attributed to the high 
Creator? something yet of douM remains 
Which only thy solution c^n resolTe. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this worid, 15 

Of heaT'n and earth consisting; and compute 
Thmr maguitudes; chis earth a spot, a grain. 
An atom, with tibie firn)ament compared 
And all her numbered stars, that seem to roU 
Spaces incomprehensible (for such 20 

llieir distance argues , and their swift return 
Bkinial), merely to officiate 4iglit 
Round this opacons earth , this punctual spot. 
One day and night; in all thdr vast surrey 
Useless besides ; reasoning I oft admire, 25 

How nature wise and frugal could commH 
Such disproportions, with superfluous hand 
So many nobler bodies to create. 
Greater ae manifold , to this one m». 
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For aaglit appears, and oa tlimr ofb§ iwpiio dO 

Sach res^leM revolution day by day 

Repeated; while the sedentary earthy 

That better might with far less compass moyrtf 

Serv'd by more noble than herself, attafais 

Her end withont least motion, and receives^ d5 

As tribute, such a sumless journey brought 

Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light; 

Speed, t4i deiicribe whose swiftness number foils.' 

So spake our sire , and by his countenance seem*d 
Entering on studious thoughts abstruse; which ETe 40 
Perceiving, where she sat retir'd in sight, 
With lowlhiess roiu'eBtie from her seat. 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay, 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowecs. 
To visit how they prospered, bud and bloom, 45 

Her nursery; they at her coming sprung. 
And, toudi^d by her fair tenHance, gladlier grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with sndi discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high: such pleasure she resenr^d, 50 

Adam relating, she sole auditress; 
Her husband the relator she preferred 
Before the angel, and of him to a^k 
Chose rather; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve hi|(h dispute 55 

With coigugal caresses: from his lip 
Not words akme pleas'd^h^. 0! when meet now 
Such palrs^ in love and mutual honour joined? 
With gqpldess-like denManour forth she went. 
Not unattended; for on her, as queen, 60 

A pomp of winning graces waited still. 
And from about her shot darts of desue 
Into all eyes, to wish her sttU in sight. 
And Raphael now , to Adam's doubt proposed. 
Benevolent and fodle thus replied : 65 

*To ask or search, I bkime thee not; for heavea 
Is as the book of God before thee set, 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or yeaift 
This to attain, whether heav'n move or earth, 70 

Imports not, if thou reckon right; the rest 
From man or angel the great Archliect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire; or, if they list to try 75 

Coigectare, he his fabric of the heavens 
Hath left to their disputes ; ^rhaps to move 
His langhtet at thefar <piaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model heaven 
And calcidato die stars , how they will wield ^ 80 

The mighty frame ; how build , unbuild , oontrivtt 
To save appearances; how gird the spliere 
With centric and eccentrie scribbled o'er, 
Gyde and epicycle, j^rb im orb: . 
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Already by tiiy reaimikig Hiis I gaeti, SB 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and supposMt 

Tbat bodies bright and greatw should sot serre 

The less not bright , nor heav*n such jouneys ma. 

Earth sitting still, when she alone receiTet 

Hie benefit. €onrider first, that great 90 

Or bright infers not excellence: the earth 

Though, in comparison of heaven, so snudl, 

Nor ^Ist'ring, may of solid good contain 

More plenty than the san that barren synes: 

VThose Tirtae on itself works no effect, 95 

Bat in the fruitful earth; there first received. 

His beams , unactive else , their vigour find* 

Yet not to earth are theie Inright laminaries ' 

Officious; but to thee earth's habitant. 

And for the hearVs wide circuit, let it speafc 100 

The Maker's high magnificence, who bniit' 

So spacious, and his line stretchM out so far. 

That man may know he dwells not in his own; 

An edifice too large forliim to fill, 

LodgM in a small partition , and the rest i05 

Ordain'd for uses to his Lord best known. 

The swiftness of those circles attribnte. 

Though numberless , to his omnipotence, 

That to corporeal substances could add 

Spoed almost spiritual: aie thou thiric'st not slow, 110 

Who since the momiog^hour set out from heaveM 

Where God resides , and ere mid-day arriv'd 

In Eden; distance inexpresrible 

By numbers that haye name. But this 1 urge^ 

Admitting motion in the heay^ns, to riiow 115 

luTalid that which lliee to doubt it mov'd; 

Not that I so affurm , though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earOk 

CM, to reraoTe his ways from human sense, 

Pkic*d heaT'n foom earth so far, that eaithly right, 120 

If it presmne, might err in things too high. 

And no advantage gain. What if the sun 

Be center to the worid; and other stars, 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited , dance about him various rounds? 125 

Their wandering course now high , now low , then hid 

Progressive, retrograde, or standing still, 

la rix thou seetit; and what if sev'nth to these 

The planet earth , so steadfinst though she seem. 

Insensibly three different motions move? 130 

Which dse to several spheres thou must ascrfte^ 

Mov'd contrary nMk thwart obliquities; 

Or save the sun his labour, and diat swift 

Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb snppos*d, 

bvirible else above all stars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night; which needs not Uiy belief. 

If earth, indumons of herself, fetch day 

Travelling east, and with her part averse 

From die sun'i beam meet night, her other part 
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Sim ImniBom by hb ray. What if 4iat liglil, ^li^ 

Sent from her throogli llie wide tnuMpicMMit air, - 

Te die toneftriid ommni be m a ttar, 

£iiliglil*iiiBg lier by day ai eiie by aiglil ' 

This earth? reciprocal, if land be there, 

fieldg and inhabitant!? her tpotf then seeit 145 

As doiids, and chwde ouiy rain, and rain furodttoa 

Fruits in her tolten'd toil, for tome to eat 

Allotted there; and ather sunt perluipi. 

With their atteadaat moow, thoa wHt defdry, 

CSommiuiicating male and foBMile light ; 150 

Which two great eezet animate the woild^ 

Stor'd in eadi orb perhaps with some that live: 

For soch vast room ia natnre oapossem^d 

By liTing seal, desert, and desolate, 

Oiily to ddae, yet scarce to c6ntribate 155 

Each orb a gfimpse of light eooTey'd so for 

Down to this habitable, which returns 

Light back to them, is obvioas to dispute. 

But whether thus these things, or whether sot; 

Whether the sua, predominant in heavea, 160 

Rise on the earth; or earth rise on the son; 

He f ram the east hb flaming road begin ; 

Or she from west her silcBt oonrse adTanoe^ 

With inoffeasive pace that spimiing sleeps 

Qm her soft axle, while she paees even, 1€5 

And bears thee soft with the sBMioth air along \ 

Solicit not thy thoughts with mattets hid; 

Leave them to God above; him serve mid fear! 

Of other creatares, as him pleases best. 

Wherever plac'd, let him dispose; jor thou 170 

In what he gives lo thee , this Paramse 

And thy fair Eve; heav'n is for thee too high 

To know what passes there; be lowly wIm: 

Think only what coaowas th««, and thy beiag; 

Dream net of other wmrlds, what creatures there 175 

Live, in what state, condition, or dcgreei 

Contented that thus fax hath been reveal'd 

Not of earth only, but of highest heaven.* 

To whom thus Adam, cleared of doubt, repliad; 
«How fiiUy hast thou satisfied om, pare 180 

InteUigence of heav'n, angd serene! 
And £eed from intricacies , taught to live 
The easiest way; nor with perplexing thoii|^ta 
To iatenapt the sweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cans, 185 

And not molest 1m; nnless we ourselves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and mitiaot vaia. 
But apt the mind or fSancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end ; 
Till wara'd, or by oxperieaoe taught, she lean, 190 
That aot to know at lavge of Ikbg lemoto 
From use, obscure and subtle^ but to haow 
That which befiere us lies in daily life, 
h the priow wisdom: what li moie, is 
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Or empCiiMM, or fond impertinoM^: 1^ 

And renders ut, in things Umt mosl conceal. 
Unpractised, unprepared, and still to seek. 
Therefore from tlus high pitch Id us descend 
A lower flight, and sp^ of things at hand 
Useful ; whenee, haply, mention may arise 200 

Of something not unseasonable to ask, 
By sufferance, and thy wonted farour, deigned. 
Thee I have heard relating what was done 
Ere my rememblrances now, hear me relate 
,]Ay story, which perhups thou hast not heard; SOS 

And day is not vet spent; till then thou seest 
How subtly to detain thee I devise; 
Inviting thee to hear while I rdate; 
Fond, were it not in hope of ttiy rqily: 
For, while 1 sit with thee, I seem in heaTea, 210 

And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 
Than fruits of palm-tree pleasantest to thirst 
And hunger boih, from labour, at the hour 
Of sweet repast; they satiate, and soon fill, 
T^Thongh pleasant; but thy words, with ^race divine 215 
Imbu^ bring to their sweetness no satiety.' 

To whom thus Raphad answered heavenly meekt 
'Nor are thy lips ungraceful, sire of men, 
Nor tongue Ineloquent; for God on Aee 
Abundantly his gifts hath also poured 220 

Inward and outward both, his image foir: 
Speaking, or mute, all comeliness and grace 
Attends thee; and eadi word, each motion, fomiif ; - 
Nor lest think we in heaven of thee on earth 
Than of our fellow-servant, and inquire 225 

Gladly into the ways of God with man: 
For God, we see, hath honourM thee, and tel 
Oi^ man hie e^al love: say therefore on; 
For I that day was absent, as befel. 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure, 230 

Far on excursion toward the gates of hell; 
8quar*d is full legion (such command we had) 
To see that none thence issued forth a spy. 
Or enemy, while God was in his work; 
Lest he, inceas'd at such eruption bold, 235 

Destruction with creation might have mix'd. 
Not that they durst without his leave attempt; 
But us he sends upon his high bdiests 
For state, as Sovran King; and to inure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fail thut, 240 
The dismal gates, and barricado'd strong; 
But long ere our approaching heard within 
Noise, other than the sound of dance or song, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we returned up ii> the coasts of light 245 

£re sabbath-evening X so we had In charge. 
But thy relation now; for I attend, 
Pleas'd with thy words no less than thou with muie.* 

So fpoke the Godlihe pow'r, and tims our sifo: 



/ 
m PARADISE LOST, Boom f^fl . 

*For man to tell how haman life hef^an 250 

Is hard; for who himself b^miing knew? 

Retire with thee still longer to converse 

IniiuG*4 me. As new wak'd from soundest sleqpy 

Soft on the flowery herb I fonnd Bie laid, 

In balmT sweat; whidi with his beams the son 2^ 

Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed. 

Straight toward heAVn mj wond^rins; eyes I tnm'd. 

And gaB*d a while the ample sky; nil raised 

By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung, 

As thitherward endearouring, and upright 260 

Stood on my feet : about me round I saw 

Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plidns, 

And liquid lapse of murmVIng streams: by these 

Creatures that liVd and mov'd^ and walk'd or flew; 

Birds on the brandies warbling; all things smil*d^ 265 

With fragrance and with joy my heart o*erflow'd* 

Myself I then perus'd, and limb by limb 

Surrey'd, i|nd sometimes went, and sometinies ran 

With supple joints, as livdy vigour led: 

Bui who I was, or where, or from what cause, 270 

Knew not; to speak I tried, and forthwith spake; 

My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

Whatever I saw. «'Thoa sun,*' said I, ''fair light, 

And thou enltghtenM earth, so fresh and gay. 

Ye hills, and dales, ye rirers, woods, and plains, 275 

And ye that live and move, fair creatures, tell, 

Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here? 

Not of myself; by some great Maker then. 

In goodness and m pow'r pre-eminent: 

Teu me, how I may know him, how adihre, 280 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know." 

While thus I caU*d, and stray'd I knew not whither. 

From where I first drew air, and first beheld 

This happy light ; when, answer none return'^, 285 

On a gteea shady bank, profuse of flowers, 

Pensive I sat me down: there gentle sleep 

First found me, and with soft oppression seizM 

My drowsed sense , untroubled, though I thought 

I then was passing to my former state 290 

Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve: 

When suddenly stood at my head a dream. 

Whose inward apparition gently moVd 

My fancy to believe I yet had bdng. 

And livM: one came, methought, of shape ^ine, 295 

And said, *^Thy mansion wants thee,^ Adam; rise, 

First man, of men innumerable ordain'd 

First father! caird by thee, I come thy guide 

To the garden of blis(>, thy seat prepared?' 

So saying, by the hand he took me raisM, 300 

And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth sliding without step , last led me up ^ 

A woi)dy mountain; whose high top was plain, 

A circuit wide, endos'd with goodliest trees 
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Planted with walks and bow'rs; that what I gaw 305 

Of earth before scarce plea^iant seem'd. Each treOt 

Loaden with fairest frait that hong to th' eye 

Tempting, stirr'd in me sndden appetite 

To pluck and eat; whereat I wak'd, and foond 

Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Had liyelv shadowM: here had new begun 

My wand ring, had not He, who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 

Presence Divine. Rejoicing, but widi awe, 

In adoration at his feet I fell 315 

Submiss : he rearM me, and, *^ Whom thoo songht'st I am,^' 

Said mildly, < 'Author of all this thou seest 

Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Paradise I give thee, count it thine 

To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat: 320. 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Eat freely with glad heart; fear here no dearths 

But of the tree whose operation brings 

Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 

The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith, 325: 

Amid the garden by the tree of life. 

Remember what I warn thee, shun to taste. 

And shun the bitter consequence: for know. 

The day thou eat*st thereof, my sole command 

Transgressed, inevitably thou shalt die, 330 

From that day mortal; and this happy state 

Shalt lose, expell'd from hence fnto a world 

Of woe and sorrow." Sternly he pronourc'd 

The rigid interdiction, which resounds 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my ch«ice 335 

Not to incur; bat soon his clear asp^pt 

Return' d, and gracious purpose thus renewed : 

''Not only these fair bounds, bath all the earth 

To thee and to thy race I g^ve; as lords 

Possess it, and all things that therein live, 340 

Or live in sea, or air; beast, fish, and fowl. 

In sign whereof, each bird and beast behold 

After their kinds; I bring theny to receive 

From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 

With low subjection; underiitand the same 345 

Of fi«h with in their watry residence. 

Not hither summoned, since they cannot change 

Their element, to draw the thinner air.'* 

As ditts he spake, each bird and beast behold 

Approaching two and two; these cow'ring low 350 

With blandishment; eacfi bird 8toop*d on his wing. 

I nam'd them, as they pa«3*d, and understood 

Their nature, with such knowledge God endued 

My sudden apprehension: but In these 

I fonnd not what methought I wanted still; 355 

And to the hea?*nly vision thus presumed: 

'*0, by what name, for thou above all these. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpastegt far my naming; how amy I 

F 
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Adore thee. Author of this noiversey 360 

And all this good to roan? for whose wellrbeing 
So amply, and with hands so liberal, 
Thoa hast provided all things: but with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What happiness, who can enjoy alone, 965 

Or, all enjoying, what ccmtentnient find?" 
Thus I presumptaous ; and the vision bright, 
As with a smile more brightened, thus replied: 
**What callst thou solitude? Is not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 370 

Beplenish'd, and all these at thy conmianil 
To come and play before thee? Know'st thon not 
Their language and their ways? They also know. 
And reason not contemptibly: with these 
Find pastime, and bear rule ; thy realm' is large.^' $75 
So spake the Universal Lord, and seemM, 
So ordVing: I, with leave of speech implored. 
And humble deprecation, tlms replied: 

''Let not my words offend thee, heav'oly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 380 

Hast thou not made me here thy substitute. 
And these inferior far beneath me set? 
Among unequals what society 
Can sort, what harmony, or tme df^ight? 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due 385 

Giv'n and received; but, in disparity 
The one intense, the other still remiss 
Cannot well si^it with either, but soon prove 
Tedious alike; of fellowship I speak 

Such as I feek, fit to participate 390 

All rational deligl^t ; wherein the brute 

Cannpt be human jconsort: they rejoice 

Each wjth their kind, lion with lioness; 

So fitly them in pairs thou hast combinM: 

Much less can bird with beast, or fish with fowl 395 

So well converse, nor with the ox the ape; 

Worse then can man with beast, and least of all.'^ 
,Whereto th' Almighty answer'd, not displeased: 

''A nice and subtle happiness, I see. 

Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice 400 

Of thy associates, Adam! and wilt taste 

No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 

What think*st thou then of me, and this wj state? 

Seem I to thee sufficiently possessed 

Of happiness, or not? who am alone 405 

From all eternity; for none I Iqiow 

Second to me or like, equal much less. ' 

How have I thep with whom to hold conv^rfe, 

Save with the creatures which I made, and those 

To me inferior, infinite descents 410 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee?" 
*He ceas'd; I lowly answer'd: "To attain 

The highth and deptfi of thy eternal ways 

All human thoughts come tfhov^ Supremo of thioS^? 
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Thou in thyself art porfect, and in thee 415 

Is no deficienee found: not so is man. 

But in degree ; the cause of his desire 

By conversation with his like to help, 

Or solace his defects. No need that thou 

Shouldst propagate, aheady infinite; 420 

And through all numhers absolute, though one : 

But man by number is to manifest 

His single imperfection, and beget 

liike of his like, his image multiplied. 

In unity defective ; which requires 4^ 

Collateral love, and dearest amity. 

Thou in thy sccresy although alone. 

Best with Ihyself accompanied, seek'st not 

Social communication; yet so pleas*d, 

CSanst raise thy creature to what highth thou witt 430 

Of union or communion, deified: 

I, by conversing, cannot these erect 

From prone; nor in their ways complacence find*** 

Thus I emboldeuM spake, and freedom usM 

Permissive, and acceptance found; which gained 435 

This answer from the gracious voice divine; 

''Thus far to try thee, Adam, 1 was pleased; 
And find thee knowing, not of beasts alone. 
Which thou hast rightly nam*d, but of thyself; 
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, 440 

My image, not^mparted to the brute: 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason was thou freely shouldst dislike; 
And be so minded still : I, ere thou spak*st,. 
Knew it not good for man to be alone; 445 

And no such company as then thou saw'st 
Intended thee ; for trial only brought. 
To see how ^ou conldst jndge of fit and meet : 
What next I bring shaH please thee, be assnr'd, 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy otiber self, 450 

Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire.'' 

*He ended, or I heard no more: for now 
My earthly by his heavenly overpower'd, 
l^ich it had long stood under, strained to th* highth 
In that celestial colloquy sublime, 455 

Ai with an object that excels the sense 
Dazzled and spent, sunk down, and sought repaid 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, called 
By nature as hi aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the c^l 460 

Of fancy, my internal sight ; by which, 
Abstrdct as in a trance, methought I saw, 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape 
Still glorious before whom awake I stood: 
Who stooping open'd my left side, and took 465 

F|ont thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm. 
And life-blood streaming fre^: wide was the wounds 
But suddenly with flesh fiird up and heaVdt 
The rib he foim*d and foshion*d with his hands; 

F2 
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Under his forming hands a q*eatare grew, 470 

Man-4ike, but different sex; so lovely fair. 

That what seem'd fair in all the \rorld, seemM now 

Mean , or in her suniinM up , in her contained 

And in her looks; which from that time infused 

Sweetness into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things from her air iniipirM 

The spirit of love and amorous delight. 

She disappeared, and left me dark; I wak'4 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure: 480 

When out of hope, behold her, not far off. 

Such as I saw her in my dream , adorn'd 

With what all earth or heaven could bestow 

To make her amiable; on she came. 

Led by her heav'nly Maker, though nnseen, 485 

And guided by his voice; nor uninformM 

Of nuptial sanctity, and marriage rites; 

Grace was in all her steps, heav'n in her eye, 

In every gesture dignity and love. 

I, overjoyM, could not forbear aloud: 490 

^'This turn hath made amends; thou hast fdlfill'd 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign. 
Giver of all things fair! but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts! nor enviest I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 495 

Before me: Woman is her name; of man 
Extracted: for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere; 
And they sht^Il be one fle«>h, one heart, ore sonl.^' 

^She heard me thus; and though divinely brought, 500 
Yet innocence, and virgin modesty, 
Her virtue, and the conscience of her worth. 
That would be woo*d , and not unsought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but,' retird. 
The more desirable; or, to say all, 505 

Nature herself, though pure of sinful thought, 
Wrought in her so, that, seeing me, she turned: 
I followed her; she what was honour knew, 
And with obsequious majesty approved 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 510 

1 led her blushing like the morn: all heaven. 
And happy constellations, on that hour 
Shed their selectest influence; the earth 
Gave sign of gratiilation , and each hill; 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airi ^ 515 

Whisper'd it to the woods, and from thmr wings 
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub. 
Disporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung ^ousal, and bid haste the evening-star 
On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 520 

. 'Thus have I told thee all my state, and brought^ 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss, 
Whir.h I eixjoy; and roust confess to find 
In ail things else delight indeed, but such 
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Ait nsM or not, works in flie mind no change, 525 

Nor Tehement detire; tliese deli€acie8 

I mean of taste, fight, smell, herbs, fruits, and flowers. 

Walks, and the melody of hirdg: bat here 

Far otherwise, transported I behold. 

Transported touch ; here passion first I felt, <5dO 

Commotion Strang^! in all enjoyments ebe 

Superior and nnmov'd; here only weak 

Against the charm of beauty's powerful glance. , 

Or nature laiPd in me, and left some part 

Not prooi^ enough such object to sustain ; 535 

Or, from my side subducting, took perhaps 

More than enough; at least on her bestow'd 

Too much of ornament, in outward show 

Elaborate, of inward less exact. 

For well 1 understand in the prime end 540 

Of nature her th* inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which most excd; 

In outward also her resembling less 

His image who made both , and less expressing 

The character of that dominion given 545 

O'er other creatures: yet when 1 approach 

Her loveliness, so absolute she seems 

And in herself complete, so well to know 

Her own , that what she wills to do or say. 

Seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best: 550 

All higher knowledge in her presence falls 

Degraded; wisdom m discourse with her 

Loses disconnt^nanc'd, and like folly shows; 

Authority and reason on her wait. 

As one intended first, not after made 555 

Occasionally; and, to consummate all, 

Greatness of mind , and nobleness , their seat 

Build in her loveliest , and create an awe 

About her, as a guard angelic plac'd.' 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow: 560 

'Accuse not nature, she hath done her part; 
Do thou but thine; and be* not ditfident 
Of wisdom; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most thou need'st her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things 565 

Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'i»t. 
For, what admirVt thou, what transports thee so. 
An outside? fair, no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love; 
Not thy subjection: weigh with her thyself; 570 

Then value: oft-times nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grounded on juifit and right 
Well managed ; of that skill the more thou know'st. 
The msire she will acknowledge thse her head. 
And) to realities yield all her shows: 575 

Made so adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honour thou mayst love 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise. 
But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind 
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Ifl propa^ted, seem inch dear delight 586 

Beyond all other; think the same voiichsafd 

To cattle and each beast ; which would not be 

To theoi made common and dimlgM , if aught 

Therein enjoyed were worthy to subdue 

llie soul of man, or passion in him moTO. 585 

What higher hi her society thou find*st 

Attractive, human, rational, lore still; 

In loving thou dost well, in passion not, 

Wherein true lore consists not: love r^nes 

The thoughts , and heart enlarges ; hath hfs seat 590 

In reason , and Is judicious; is the scale 

By which ta heavenly love thou mayst ascend, 

Not sunk in carnal pleasure; for which cause. 

Among the beasts no mate for thee was found/ 

To whom thus, half abash*d, Adam replied: 5^5 

'Neither her outside form'd so fair, nor aught 
In procreation connnon to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by fkr, 
And with mysterious reverence I deem^, 
, So much delights me, as those graceful acts, 600 

Those thousand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and actions mix*d with love 
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeignM 
Union of mind , or in us both one soul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

More grateful than harmonious sound to th** ear. 
Yet these subject not ; I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foiFd, 
Who meet with various objects, from the sense 
Variously representing; yet, still free, 610 

Approve the best, and fellow what I approve. 
To love, thou blam'st me not; for love, thou say'st, 
Leads up to heav'n, is both the way and guide; 
Bear with me then, iflawful what I ask: 
Love not the heav'nly spirits, and how their lord 615 
Express tliey? by looks only? or do thpy mix 
Irradiance , virtual or immediate touch ?' 

To whom the Angel, with a smile that glow^il 
Celestial rosy red , lovers proper hue. 
Answered: ^Let it suffice thee that thou know'st 620 
Us happy, and without love no happiness. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy^st 
(And pure thou wert created), we eigoy 
In eminence; and obstacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclusive bars; GSJS 

Easier than air with air, if spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Desirmg; nor restrained conveyance need, 
As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with iouL . * 
But I can now no more; the parting sun 630 

Beyond the earth's gre^i cape and verdant islet 
Hesperian sets, my signal to depart. 
Be strong, live happy, and love! but, first of all, 
Him, whom to love is to <»bey, and keep 
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His great cominaBd; take heed lest passion sway 635 

Thy judgement to do aaght, %hich else free vill 

Would not admit: thine, and of all thy sons. 

The weal or woe in thee is plac*d; heware! 

I in thy persevering shall rejoice, 

And all the bitest: stand fast; to stand oi^ £aU 640 

Free in thine own arbitrement it lied. 

Perfect within, no outward aid require; 

And all temptation to transgress repel.' 

So-vayinff, he arose; whom Adam thus 
FollowM ymih. benediction. 'Since to part, 645 

Go, heavenly guest, ethereal messenger. 
Sent from whoso sovran goodness I adore! 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honourM ever 
With grateful memory: thou to mankind 650 

Be good and friendly still, and oft return I' 

So parted they; the Angel up to heaven 
From the thick shade, aiul Adam to his bowe#. 
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Satan, having, r^mjiasned the i^aTth, ipith jii*^iiHatpd fCf^ii^ re- 

nieeping. Adam and Eve in the morn i ft g so fnrth (« timir |«- 
bmwty which Bitv }\ropusfti iu dii-ide in tteiHTul plare*^ pach ttiifoar- 
ing apdrti Aanm ctntjrentfli iwt^ alteein^ thf dan^rr, tral thai 
enemy ^ of wh^m theijvfrp farfwarfn>d ^ xfntuld attempt htr/tiun4 
alone: Eve^ loth ta be rhnii%ht not cfrcumspnit nr Jirm ettoufi^h^ 
urge* her goitt^ ajittrt^ th^ rather denirtniit (o luakf triai 0/ her 
ttrength; Adam at t^tnt ijieida: the tprpent Jhtfis ht^r alone: hix 
eubtle approach ^ firMt ca^ing^ thefi op^altin^ ; ttUh tnitfh jJatfertf 
extolling J5ve ofntve aft vthtT rrcaltifea. Et-e^ wondrrin^ to htar 
the serpent tnenk ^ turArt hatr A^ aUained ti> human tpeech^ and 
auch understanding ^ not tit I now: ttif aerptnt amttfierK ^ that btj 
tasting of a certain tr^c in the gardfft. he altaia^'d Itoth to apfmch 
and reason^ till thfn tmid of ffothi l^vc reqmrr* him to bring htr 
to that tree,, and /itidn it ta be the tree af fcnotriedg^ forhiddfn: 
the serpent J now frroim hotrft'r, with mantt wifft and argumentiij 
induces her at ffngth ta tat t *Ap, plea/te.H iri'f/* the tatt*'^ dtili be- 
rates a while Whrthrr to impart thereof to Jdum or n»t . at fmt 
brings him of the fruit; rtlateti wtiat perEttad^d htir to t^at there- 
of: jidamy at first amazed y but perceiving her lost, resolves^ 
through vehemence of love, to perish with her : andy extenuating 
the trespaksy eats also of the fruit : the effects thereof in them 
both; they seek to cover their nakedness ; then fall to variance 
and aeeiiMation of one another. 



No more of talk where God or Angel guest 
With man, as with his friend, familiar us'd 
To sit Indulgent^ and with him partake 
Rural repast; pernutting him the while 
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Venial discourse unlilani'd. I now most cfaaqg^e 5 

Those notes to tragic; fool distrust, and breach 

Disloyal on the part of man, revolt 

And disobedience : on the part of heaven 

Now alienated, distance and distaste. 

Anger and just rebuke, ai^d judgement given, . 10 

That thought into this world a world of woe, 

Sin and her shadow Deadi, and Misery 

Death's harbinger: sad task, yet argument 

Not less but more heroic than the wraUi 

Of stem Achilles on his foe pur^uM ' 15 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall; or rage 

Of Tnrnns for Lavi^ia disespous'd; 

Or Neptune's ire, or. Juno's, that so long 

Perplexed the Greek, and Cytherea's son; 

If answerable style I con obtain SO 

Of my celestial patroness, who deigns 

Her nightly visitation unimplorM, 

And dictates to me slumbering; or inspireg 

Easy my unpremeditated verse: 

Since first diis subject for heroic song 25 

Pleased me long choosing, and beginning late; 

Not sedulous by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the only argument 

Heniic deem'd; chief mastery to dissect 

With long and tedious havoc fabled knights 30 

In battles feign'd ; the better fortitude 

Of patience and heroic martyrdom 

Unsung; or to describe races and games. 

Or tilting furniture, iuiblazon'd shields, 

Impresses quaint, caparisons and steeds, 35 

Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights 

At joust and tournament ; then marshalFd feast 

Sery'd up in hall with sewers and seneshals; 

The skill of artifice or office mean, 

Not that which justly gives heroic name 40 

Tp person or to poem. Me, of these 

Nor skiird nor studious, higher argument 

Remains; sufficient of itself to raise 

That name, unless an age too late, or cold 

Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 45 

Deprcf^s'd; and much they may, if all be mine. 

Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. , 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter 50 

'Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd th' horizon round: 
When Satan . who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of E^en, now imprav'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent ^ 56 

On man's destf uction, maugre what might hap 
Of (leaT'ier ffn himself, fearless returned. 
Hy ni^ht he fltd, and at midnight returned 
From compassing the earth; cautious of day, 
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Since Uriel, regent of the gnn, descried 60 

His entrance, and fbreWarn'd the Cherubim 

Thai kept their watch; thence full of anguidi drlTeiiy 

The space of sev*n continued nights he rode 

With darkness; thrice the equinoctial line 

He circled; four times crossed the ear of night 65 

From pole to pole, traversing each colure; 

On th' eighth retomM; and on the coast averse 

From entrance or Cherubic watdi, by stealth 

Found unsuspeeted way. There was a place, 

Now not, though sin, not time, lirst wrought the change, 70 

Where Tigris, at the foot of Paradise, 

Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 

Rose up a foulitain by the tree of life: 

In with the river sunk, and with it rose, 

Satan, involve in rising mist; then sought 75 

Where to lie hid; sea he had searched, ami land 

From Eden over Pontus and the pool 

Moeotis, up beyond the river Ob; 

Downward as for antarctic: and in length. 

West from Orontes to the ocean barr'd 80 

At Darien; thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Ind^s: thus the orb he roamM 

With narrow search ; and with inspection deep 

Consider^ ^every creature, which of all 

Most opportune might serve his wiles; and found 85 

The serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 

Him after long debate, irresolute 

Of thoughts revolv'd, bis final sentence chose 

Fit vessel, fittest imp of fraud , in whom 

To enter, and his dark suggestions hide 90 

From sharpest sight: for, in the wily snake 

Whatever sleights, none would suspicious mark, 

As from his wit and native subtlety 

Proceeding; which, in other beasts observed, 

Doid[>t might beget of diabolic power 95 

Active within, beyond the sense of brute. 

Thus ho resolv*d, but fir^t from inward grief 

His bursting passion into plaints thus pourM: ^ 

^O earth, how like to heav'n, if not preferrM 
More justly, seat worthier of gods, as built 100 

With second thoughts, reforming what was old! ' 

For what God, after better, worse would build? 
Terrestrial heavX danc'd round by either heavens 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 
Liglit above light, for thee alone, as seems, 105 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of sacred influence! As God in heaven 
Is center, yet extends to all; so thou, 
Cent'ring, receiv'st from all those orbs: in thee, 
Not in themsetvef, all their known virtue appears 110 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all sumni'd up in man. 
With what de%ht «Qiild 1 have walk'd thee round. 
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If I could joy in aught, sweet interdiaBge 115 

Of hill, and yalley, rirers, woods, and plains, 

Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crown'd, 

RodcB, dens, and caves! But 1 in none of theso 

Find place or refuge; and the more 1 see 

Pleasures about ine, so much more I feel 1^ 

Torment within me, as from the Iiateful siege 

Of contraries: all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in heav^ much worse would be my state. 

But neither here seek I, no nor in heaTcn , 

l\i dwell, unless by mast'ring heayVs Supreme; 1^ 

Nor hope to be mysdf less miserable 

By what I seek, but others to make sueh 

As I, though thereby worse to me rdlound: 

For only in destroying I find ease 

To my relentless thoughts; and, him destroyed, 130 

Or won to what may work his utter loss. 

For whom all this was made, all thb will soon 

Follow, as to htm linked in weal or woe; 

In woe then, that destruction wide may range i 

To me shall be the glory sole among 135 

Th* infernal pow'rs, in one day to hare marrM 

What he. Almighty styl'd, six nights an4 days 

Continued making; and who knows how Imig 

Before had been contriTing? though perhaps 

Not longer than since I, in one night, freed 140 

From servitude inglorious wdl nigh half 

Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng 

Of hb adorers I he, to be aveng'd, 

And to repair his numbers thus impaired, 

Whether such virtue spent of old now failed 145 

More Angels to create, if they at least 

Are his created, or, to spite us more. 

Determined to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earth, and him endow, 

Fxftlted from so base original, 150 

With heavenly spoils, our spoils: what he decreed. 

He effected; man he made, and for him built 

Magvficent this world, and earth his seat, 

Him lord pronounced; and, indignity! 

Subjected to his service angel'wings, 155 

And flaming ministers to watch and tend 

Their eartMy charge: of these the vigilance 

1 dread, and, to elude, thus wrapt in mist 

Of midnight vapour glide obscure^ and pry 

In every bush and brake, where hap may find 1^ 

The serpent sleeping ; in whose mazy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul descent! that I, who erst contended 

With gods to sit the highest, am now constrained 

Into a beast; and, mix'd with bestial slime, 165 

This essence to incarnate and imbrute^ 

That to the highth of deity asphr'd! 

But what will not ambition and revenge 

Descend to? Who as^ws, must down as low 
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As high he soar'd; ohnoxions, first w last, 170 

To basest things. Reyenge, at first though swee^ 
Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 
Let it; I reck not, so it light well aim'd. 
Since higher I fall short, on him who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite 17$ 

Of heay'n, Uiis man of clay, son of despite, 
Whom, us the more to spite, his Maker raised 
From dust: spite then with spite is best repaid.' 
So saying, through each thicket dank or dry, 
Idke a black mist low-creeping, he held on 180 

His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The serpent: him fast sleephig soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roll'd. 
His head the midst, well storM with subtle wiles: 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den, 185 

Nor nocent yet; but, on the grassy herb. 
Fearless unfear^d he slept: in at his mouth 
The devil entered; and his brutal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing, soon inspired 
With act intcUigential; but his sleep 190 

DisturVd net, waiting close th' approach ef mom* 

Now, when as sacred light began to dawn, 
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breathed 
Th^ir morning Incense, when all things, tiiat breathe, 
From th* earth's great altar send up tiloit praise 19S 
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 
With erateful smell, forth came the human pair. 
And jom'd ihdx vocal worship to the ^uire 
Of creatures wanting voice; that done, partake 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs: 200 

Then commune, how that day tfiey best may ply 
Their growing work: for much their work ontg^rew 
The hands* dispatdi of two gard'ning so widoi 
And Eve first to her husband thus began: 

'Adam, Well may we labour still to dress 205 

This earden, still to tend plant, herb, and flowei^ 
Our pleasant task ei^nin*d ; but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows. 
Luxurious by restraint; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, £10 

One night or two with wanton growth deridea 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise^ 
Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present: 
Let us divide our labours; thou, where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 215 
The woodbine round this arbour , or direct 
The clasping ivy where to climb ; while I, 
In yonder spring of roses intermixed 
With myrtle, find what to redress till noon: 
For, while so near each other thus all day 220 

Our task we choose, what wonder if so near 
Looks intervene and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse dlraw on; which intermits 
Our day's woik, Inroagilit to Mttle, though b^gon 
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Eariy, and th' hoar of sapper comes anearn'd?' 225 

To whom mild answer Adam thus retum'd: 
'Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare aboTe all living creatures dear! 
Well hast thoa motion'd, well thy thoaghti eraploy'd. 
How we might best fulfil the work which here 230 
God hath assigned us; nor of me shalt pats 
UnpraisM: for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman^ than to study household good. 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord impos'd 235 

Labour, a« to debar us when we need 
Refreshment, whether food, 6r talk between. 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles; for smiles from reason flow. 
To brute denied, and are of love the food; 240 

Love, not the lowest end of human life. 
For not to irksome toil, but to delight. 
Ho made us, and delight to reason join'd. 
These paths and bowVs doubt not but our joint hands 
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 245 

As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
Assist ns: but if much converse perhaps 
Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield: 
For solitude sometimes is best society, 
And short retirement urges sweet return. 250 

But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Befall thee severM from me; for thou know*st 
What hath been wam'd as, what malicious foe 
Envying oar happiness, and of his own 
Despairmg, se^s to work us woe and shame 255 

By sly assault; and somewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no^ doubt^ with greedy hope to find 
fUs wish and best advantage, us asunder; 
Hopeless to circumvent us joinM , where each- 
To other speedy aid might lend at need : 260 

Whetheir his first design be to withdraw 
Our fealty from God, or to disturb 
Conjugal love, (han which pcriiaps no blisfl 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more; 
Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 265 

That gaviB thee being, still shades thee, and protects. 
The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks, 
Safest and seemliest by her husband stays, 
Who guards her, or with her the worst endores.* 

T0 whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 270 

As one who loves, and some unkindness meets. 
With sweet ai:^ere composure thus replied: 

'Offspring of heav'n and earth, and all earth's lord I 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informed I learn, 275 

And from the parting angel over-heard. 
As in a shady nook 1 stood behind, 
Just then retumM at shut of evening flowers. 
But that tbou shouldst my firmnoss therefiMre doabt 
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To God or thee, because we have a foe 2S0 

May tempt it , I expected not to hear. 

His violence thou fear'st not, beings such 

As we, not capable of death or pain, 

Can either not receive, or can repel. 

His fraud is then thy fear; which plain infers 285 

Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 

Can by his fraud be shaken or seducM; 

Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breast, 

Adam, mis-thought of her to thee so dear?^ 

To whom with healing words Adam replied: 290 
* Daughter of God and man, immortal Eve! 
For such thou art; from sin and blame entire: 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
Th' attempt itself, intended by our foe. 295 

For he who tempts, though in vain, at least aspeisea 
The tepnpted with dishonour foul. supposM 
Not incorruptible of faith , not proof 
Ag^ainst temptation: thou thyself with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the oifer'd wrong, 300 

Though ineffectual found: misdeem not then. 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; 
Or daring , first on me th' assault sliall light. 305 

Nor thou his malice and false guile contemn; 
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 
Angels; nor think superfluous others' aid. 
I, from the influence of thy looks, receive 
Acces^n every virtue; in thy sight 310 

More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength; while shame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome or over-reach'd. 
Would utmost vigour raise , and raised unite. 
Why shonldst not thou like sense within thee feel 315 
When I am present, and thy trial choose 
With me, tn^t witness of thy virtue tried?' 

So spake domestic Adam in his care 
Aud matrimonial love; but Eve, who thought 
LeM attributed to her faith sincere. 320 

Thus her x^ply with accent sweet renew 'd: 

*lf this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit straitened by a foe. 
Subtle or violent, we not endued 

Single with like defence, wherever met; 325 

How are we happy, still in fear of harm? 
But harm precedes not sin : only our foe. 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul esteem 
.Of our integrity: his foul esteem 

Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 330 

Foul on himself; then wherefore shunn'd or fear'd 
By US? who rather double honour gain 
Frtfm his surmise prov'd false, find peace within,' 
Favour from heaven , our witness, from th' event. 
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Sad vfhat 18 faiik, love, virtue, unassay^d 335 

Alone, without exterimr help gustaio'd? 

Let U8 not then suspect our happy state 

Left 80 imperfect by the Maker wise, 

As not secure to single or cooibin'd. 

Frail is our happiness, if this be so, 340 

And Eden were no Eden , thus expos'd.' 

To whom thus Adara fervently replied : 
«0 woman , best are all things as the will 
Of God ordainM Uiem ; his creating hand 
Iif^tbing imperfect or defici«*nt left 645 

Of all that he created , much less man. 
Or aught that might his happy state secufe. 
Secure from outward foree ; within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power: 
Against his will ho can receive no harm. 350 

But God left free the wiH ; for what obeys 
Reason, is free; and reason he made right. 
But bid her well be ware, and still erect; 
Lest, by some fair-appearing good surprised, 
She dictate false ; and misuEorm the will - 355 

To do what God expressly hath forbid. 
Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins. 
That I should rafud Aee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve; 
Since reason not impossibly may meet 360 

Some spedous object by the foe subom'd. 
And fall into deception unaware. 
Not keeping strictest watch, as she was warn'd* 
Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 
Were better, and most likely if from me « 365 

Tliou sever not: tri^ will come unsought ' 
Wouldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 
First thy obedience; th' other who can know. 
Not seeing thee attempted, who attest? 
But, if thou think, trial unsought, may find 370 

Us both securer than thus warn^ thou seem'st^ 
Go ; for thy stay , not free , absents thoe more; 
Go in thy native innocence, rely 
On what tliou hast of virtue; summon all! 
For God towards tnee hath done his part, do thme.^375 

So spake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 
Persisted; yet submiss, though last, replied? 

< With thy permission then , and thus forewarn^ 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
ToucVd only; that our trial, when least sought, 380 
May find us both perhaps far less prepar'd. 
The willinger I go , nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek; 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse.' 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand 385 
Soft i^e withdrew, and, like a wood-nymph light, 
Oi^ead or Dryad , or of Delia^s train. 
Betook her to the groves; but Delia's self * 

In gait turpasa'd, and goddess-like deport. 
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Tbongh not as she with bov and quiver arra^d, 390 

Bat "with snch gard'nkig-tools as art yet rude. 

Guiltless of fire, had formed, or Angels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 

Ltkest she seemM, Pomona \rhen she fled 

Vertnmnus , or to Ceres in her prime, 895 

Yet -virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 

Her long widi ardent look his eye pursa*d 

Del^bt^, but desiring more her stay. 

Oft he to lu^r his charge of quick rotam 

Repeated; she to him as ofit engag'd 400 

To be retnm'd by noon amid the bower. 

And all things in best order to invite 

Noontide repast, or afternoon^s repose. 

O much decetvM, much failing, hapless Gve, 

Of thy presumed return! event perverse! 405 

Thou never from that hour in Paradise 

Fonnd'st either sweet repast, or^ sound repose; 

Such ambush, hid among sweet fiow*rs and shades. 

Waited with hellish rancour Imminent 

To intercept thy way, or send thee back 410 

Despoird of innocence, of faith, of bliss! 

For now , and since first break of dawn , the fiend, 

Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come; 

And on his quest, whwe likeliest he might find 

The only two of mankind , but in them 415 

Hie whole included race , his purposM prey. 

In bowV and field he sought, where any tuGt 

Of groTO or garden-plot more pleasant lay. 

Their tendance, or plantation for delight ; 

By fountain or by shady rivulet 420 

He sought them both, but wished his hap might find 

iJve separate; he wishM, but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chaac'd; when to his wish. 

Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies, 

Veird in a eloud of fragrance, where she stood, 425 

Half spied, so thick the roses bloshing round 

About her glow'd , oft stooping to support 

Each flower of slender stalk, whose head, though gay 

Carnation, purple, azure, or specked with gold^ 

Hong drooping unsustainM; them she npstays 430 

GeuSy with myrtle band, mindless the while 

Herself, though fiiivest unsppported flower. 

From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh. 

Nearer he drew, and many a walk trav^rs'd 

Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm; 435 

Then volubly and bold , now bid , now seen. 

Among thick-woven arborets, and flowers 

Iraboi^er'd on each bank, the hand of Eve: 

Spot more deUcious than those gardens feign*d 

Qtr of reviv'd Adonis , or renown'd 440 

Aleiodos , host of old Laertes' son ; 

Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 

Mnch ho t)io plaoe iidiiiiK'd, the pe^^on piore* 
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As one who long in popolons city pent, 445 

Where honses thick and sewers annoy the air, 

Forth issuing on a siimroer's mom , to breathe 

Among the pleasant vilhig^ and farms 

Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceiyes detight. 

The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine, 450 

Or dairy, each rural sight, each rnral sound; 

If chance, with nymph-like step, fair virgin pass. 

What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more; 

She most, and in her look smns all delight: 

Such pleasure took the serpent to behold 455 

This flow'ry plat, the sweet recess of Eve 

Thus early , thus alone : her heav'niy form 

Angelic , but more soft, and feminine. 

Her g^aceM innocence, her every air 

Of gesture, or least action, overaw'd 460 

His malice, and with rapine sweet bereaved 

His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought : 

That space the evil one abstracted stood 

From his own evil, and for the time remainM 

Stupidly good ; of enmity disarmed, 465 

Of guile , of hate , of envy , of revenge : 

But the hot hell that always in him burns. 

Though in mid heav'n, soon ended his delight, 

And tortures him now more, the more he sees 

Of pleasure, not for him ordainM; then soon 470 

Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 

Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites: 

'Thoughts, whither have ye led me? with what sweet 
Compulsion (bus transported, to forget 
What hither brought us ? hate , not love ; nor hope 475 
Of Paradise for hell, hope here to taste 
Of pleasure; but all pleasure to destroy. 
Save what is in d^'stroying ; other joy 
To me is lost. Then , let me not let pass 
Occasion which now smiles; behold alone 480 

The woman, opportune to all attempts. 
Her huRband, for I view far round, not nigh. 
Whose higher intellectual more 1 shun. 
And strength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould; 485 

Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound, 
I not; so much hath hell delmsM, and pain 
Enfeebled me, to what I was in heaven. 
She fair, divinely fair, 6t love for gods! 
Not terrible, though terror be in love 490 

And beauty, not approached by stronger hate, 
Hate stronger, under show of love well feign*d; 
The way which to her ruin now I tend.' 

So spake the enemy of mankind cnclosM 
In serpent, inmate bad! and toward Eve 495 

Address*cl his way : not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as since; but on his rear, 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a surging masfie! his head 
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Crested aloft , and carbnncle his eyes; 500 

With bnrniih'd neck of Terdant gold , erect 

Amidst his circling spires, that on the gra«s 

Floated redundant: pleasing was his shape 

And lovely; never since of serpent-kind 

IiOTelier, not those that in lllyria chang'd $05 

Hermione and Cadmus , or the god 

In Epidaurus; nor to which transformed 

Ammonian Jov^, or Capitoline was seen ; 

He with Olympias; this with her who bore 

Scipio , the highth of Rome. With tract oblique 510 

At first, as one who sought access, but fear'd 

To interrupt, side-long he works his way. 

As when a ship, by skilful steersman wrought 

Nigh, riyer^s mouth or foreland, where the wind 

Veers oft, as oft so steers, and shifts her sail: 515 

So yaried he, and of his tortuous train 

CarPd many a wanton wreath in sight of Eve, 

To lure her eye; she, busied, heard the souihI 

Of rustling leaTci^, but minded not, as us'd 

To such disport before her through the field, 520 

From every beast; more duteous at her call^ 

Than at Circeaji call the herd disguis'd* 

He, bolder now, uncaird before her stood, 

But as in gaze admiring: oft he bow*d 

His turk-et crest, and sleek enamell'd neck, 525 

Fawning; and lick'd the ground viiiereon site trod. 

His gentle dumb expression tum'd at length 

The eye of £v«, to mark his play; he, glad 

Of her attention gain'd, with serpent-tongue 

Organic, or impulse of vocal air, 530 

Hie fraudulent temptation thus began: 

^ Wonder not , sowan mistress , if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder! much less arm 
Thy looks, the heav'n of mildness, with disdain, 
DispleasM that I approach thee thus, an^ gase 535 

Insatiate; I thus single; nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Makw fair. 
Thee all thingps living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy cel^tial beauty adore 540 

With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld. 
Where universally admir'd; but here 
In this enclosure wild, these beasts among. 
Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 545 

Who sees thee? (and what is one?) who should be seen 
A goddess among gods, adorM and serv'd 
By angels numberless, thy daily train.' 

So gloz'd the tempter, and his proem tun'd: 
Into the heart of Eve bis words made way, 550 

Though at the voice much marvelling ; at length, 
Not unamaz'd , she thus in answer spake : 

* What may this mean? language of man pronouac'd 
By tongue of brute, and human sense expressed? 

P 3 
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The firit, at least, of thete I Oiought denied 555 

To beastf ; whom God, on their creatioii-dayy 

Created mate to ail articulate souad : 

The latter I demur; for in their looks 

iHuch reason, and in their actions, oft appean. 

Thee, serpent , subtlest beast of all the field 560 

I knew, bat not with human Toice endoed; 

Redouble dien this mirai^le , and say. 

How earnest thou speakable of mute , and how 

To me so friendly grown above the rest 

Of bnital kind, that dail;^ are in sight? 565 

Say, for such wonder claims attention due.' 
To whom the guileful tempter thus replied; 

* Empress of this fair world, resplendent five ! 

Kasy to me it is to tell thee all 

What thoa conunand^st; and right thoa shouldst be 
obey'd: 570 

I was at first as other beasts that graze 

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low, 

As was my food; nor aught but food discem'd 

Or sex, and apprehended nothing high: 

^ili , on a day roving the field , I chane'd 575 

A goodly tree far distant to behold 
Loaden with ftruit of fairest colours mixM, 

Ruddy and gold: I nearer drew to gaze; 

When from the boughs a sayoury odour blown. 

Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my sense 580 

Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 

llnsuckM of lamb or kid , that tend their play. 

To satisfy the sharp desire 1 had 

Of tasting those fair apples, I resolv'd 585 

Not to defer; hmiger and thirst at once, 

PowVfbl persuaders, quickenM at the scent 

Of that alluring fruit, urgM me so keen. 

About the mo^ trunk I wound me soon ; 

For, high from ground, the branches would require 590 

Thy utmost reach or Adam's : round the tree 

All other beasts that saw, with like desire 

Longing and envying stood, but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 595 

I spared not; for, such pleasure till that hour. 

At feed or fountain, never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reason in my inward pow'rs; and speech 600 

Wanted not long; though to this shape retained. 

Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 

I turned my thoughts, and with capacious mind 

Consider'd aU things visible in heaven, 

Or earth, or middle; all things fair and good: 605 

But all that fair and good in thy divine 

Semblance, and in thy beauty^s heay'niy ray, . 

United I beheld; no lair to thine 
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EquiTaloiit or second , which compeU'd 
Me thod, though importane perhaps, to come 610 

And gaze, and worship thee of right declared 
SoTran of creatares, uniTersal daineT 

So talk'd the spirited sly snake; and Eve, 
Yet more amazM, unwary thus replied: 

'Serpent, thy oyerpraising leaves in doubt 615 

The Tirtue of that fruit , in thee first prov'd ; 
But say, where grows the tree? from hence how fu? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and yarious, yet unknown 
To us ; in such abundance lies our choice, 620 

As^ leayes a greater store, vof fruit untouched. 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provbion, and more handii 
Help to disburden nature of her birth ' 

To whom the wily adder, blithe and glad: ^^ 

^Empress, the way is ready, and not long; 
Beyond a row of myrtles , on a flat. 
Fast by a foimtain , one small thicket past 
Of blowing myrrh and balm: if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither soon.' 630 

'Lead tbbn, said Eve. He leading, swiftly rolFd 
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight. 
To mischief swift. Hope elevates , and joy 
Brightens his crest ; as when a wand 'ring firo> 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 635 

Condenses, and the cold environs round. 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which oft, they say, some evil spirit attends. 
Hovering and blazing with delusive light, 
JMBsleads th' amazed night-wand*rer from his way 640 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool; 
There swallow*d up and lost, from succour far: 
So glister'd the dire snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition , root of all our woe ; 645 

Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spake: 

*• Serpent , we might have sparM our coming hither. 
Fruitless to me,, though fruit be here to excess. 
The credit of whose virtue re^t with thee; 
Wondrous indeed , if cause of such effects. 650 

But of this tree we may not taste nor touch; 
God so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of hi« voice ; the rest , we live 
Law to ourselves; our reason is our law.*' 

To whom the tempter guilefully replied : 655 

'Indeed! hath God then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden-trees ye shall not eat. 
Yet lords declared of all in earth or air?' 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless: *0f the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat; 660 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor ihail ye touch it , lost ye die.' 
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She scarce had said, though brief, when new more bold 
The tempter, bnt with show of zeal and loTo 665 

To man , and indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on; and as to pawion roor'dy 
Fluctuates disturb'd^ yet comdy and in act 
Rais'd , as of some great matter to begin. 
As when of old some orator renown'd, 670 

In Athfms or free Rome, where eloqaence 
Flonrbh^d , since mute , to some great cause addresi'd. 
Stood in himself collected ; while each part, 
Motion, each act, won audience ere the tongue; 
Soibetines in highth began, as no delay 675 

Of preface brooking, through his zeal of right t 
So standing, moTing, or to highth up-grown. 
The tempter, all impassiouM, thus began s 

' sacred , wise , and wisdora-giring plant, 
Mother of science! now I feel thy power 680 

With me dear; not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents, deemM however wise. 
Queen of this universe ! do not bdieve 
Those rigid threats of death: ye shall not die: 685 

How should you? by the fruit? it gives you Ufe 
To knowledge; by the thrent'ner? locdc on me. 
Me, who have touched and tasted; yet both Kvo, 
And life more p^fect have attained than fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 690 

Shall that be shut to man , which to the beast 
Is open? or will God incense his ire 
For such a petty trespass? and not praise 
Rather your danntiess virtue, whom the p^ 
Of death denounced ; whatever thing death be, 695 

Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
Tn happier life, knowledge of good and evil; 
Of good, how just? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd? 
Qod therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just; 700 

Not just, not God; not fear'd then, nor obey'd: 
Your fear itself of death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid? Why, but to awe? 
Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant, 
His worshippers? He knows that in the day 705 

Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem so dear. 
Yet are but dim, shall presently be then 
Opened and dear'd , and ye shall be as gods, 
Knowing both good and evil, as they know. 
That ye shall be as gods, since I as man, 710 

Internal man, is but proportion meet; 
I, of brute, human; ye, of human, gods* 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human , to put on gods ; death to be wi«:h*d. 
Though threatened, which no worse than this can bring, 715 
And what are gods, that man may not become 
Afl they, participating god-like food? 
The gods are first, and that advantage use 
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On our belief, that all from them proceeds i 

I question it; for thb fair earth I iee, 720 

Warm'd by the snn , producing ercry kind; 

Them, nothing: if they all things, who enclo8'<l 

Knowledge of good and evil in this tree, 

That whol90 eats thereof, forthwith attains 

Wisdom without their leave? and wherein lies 725 

Th^ offence , that man should thus attain to know ? 

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 

Impart against his wiU , if aH be bis ? 

Or is it envy? and can envy dwell 

In heavenly breasts? These, these, and many more 730 

Causes import your need of this iiiir fjmit. 

Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste/ , 

He ended ; and his words, replete widi guile. 
Into her heart too easy entrance won : 
Fix'd on the fruit she gazM, which to behold ^d6 

Micht tempt alone; and in her ^ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words , impregn'd 
With reason, to her seeming, and with truth; 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on , and widlc'd 
An oager appetite, raised by the smell 740 

So savoury of that fruit, which with desire^ 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste, 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
Pausing a while, thus to herself she nms'd: 

^Great are thy virtues , doubless , best of fruits, 745 
Though kept f^m man, and worthy to be admir'd; 
Whose taste, too long forborfl, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech to speak thy praise: 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 750 

Conceals not from us , naming thee die tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil> 
Forbids us then to taste! but his forbidding 
Commends thee more , while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want: 755 

For good unknown , sure is not had ; or , had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then , what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise? 
Sndi prohibitions bind not. But , if death 760 

Hind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward ftreedom ? In the day we eat 
Of tliis fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die! 
How dies the serpent ? he hath eat*n and lives. 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerns, 765 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented? or to us denied 
This intellectual food, for beasts reservM? 
For beasts it seems: yet that one beast which first 
HaOi tasted envies not, but brings with joy 770 

The good befairn him , author unsnspect. 
Friendly to man , far from deceit or guile. 
What fear I then? rather , what know to fear 
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Under this igaorance of good or eril. 

Of God or ^eath, of law or penalty P 775 

Here grows the cure of all , this fruit divine. 

Fair to tftie eje , inviting to die taste. 

Of virtue to make wise : what hinders then 

To reach , and feed at once both body and mind ?' 

So saying, her rash hand In evil hour 780 

Forth reaching to the frnit , she plock'd , she eat i 
Earth felt the wound, and nature from her seat, 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe. 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The guilty serpent; and well might; for Eve, 785 

Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else 
Regarded ; such delight till then , as seem'd. 
In fruit she never tasted, whether true 
Or ^cied so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge; nor was godhead from her thought 790 
Crreedily she engorged without restraint, 
Ano knew not eating death: satiate at lengOi, 
And heightened as with wine, jocund and boon. 
Thus to herself she pleasingly began : 

*0 sovran, virtuous, precious of all treet 795 

In Paradise ! of operation blest 
To sapience , hitherto obscur'd , infam^d, 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care. 
Not withdut song, each morning, and due prabe, 800 
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden ease 
Of thy full branches oiferM free to ail; 
Till, dieted by thee, I grow mature 
In knowledge, as the gods , who all tlungs know; 
Though others envy what they cannot give; 805 

For , had the gift been theirs , it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next, to thee I owe, . 
Best guide; not following thee, I had remained 
In ignoranice ; thon open'St wisdora^s way. 
And giv^st access , though secret she retire. 810 

And I perhaps am secret : heav'n is high. 
High, and remote to see from thence distinct 
Each thing on earth; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbidder, safe with all his spies 815 

About him. But to Adam in what sort 
S^hall I appear? shall I to him make known 
As yet my fchange, and give him to partake 
Full happiness with me; or rather not. 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my power 820 

Without copartner? so to add what wants 
In female sex, the mure to draw his love. 
And render me more equal; and perhaps, 
A thing not undesirable, sometime 

Superior; for, inferior, who is free? 825 

This may be well: but what if God have seen. 
And death enspe? then I shall be no more! 
And Adam, wedded to another £ve» 



Book II. PARADISE LOST. m 

Shall live with her enjoyine, I extinct; 

A death to think! ConQrmM then I resolve, 830 

Adam ihall share with me in bliss or woe: 

So dear I love him , that with him all deaths 

I could endure, without him live no life/ 

So saying, from the tree her step she turned: 
But first low reverence done, as to the Power 835 

That dwelt within , whose presence had infused 
Into the plant sciential sap, derlv'd 
From nectar, drink of gods. Adam the while 
Waiting desirous her return, had wove 
Of choicest flowVs a garland;, to adorn 840. 

Her tresses , and her rural labours crown ; 
As reapers oft are wont their harvest queen. 
Chreat joy he promised to his thoughts , and new 
Solace in her return , so long delay'd : 
Yet oft his heart , divine of something ill, 845 

Misgave him; he the falt'ring measure felt; 
And forth to meet her went > the way she took 
That mom when first they parted: by the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass; there he her met. 
Scarce from the tree returning; in her hand 850 

A bough of fairOHt fruit , that downy smil'd. 
Mew gather'd , and ambrosial smell diffused. 
To him she hasted; in her face excuse 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt; 
Which, with bland words at will, she thus addressed : 855 

*• Hast thou not wonder'd , Adam , at my stay ? 
Thee I have miss'd , and thought it long , deprived 
Thy presence ; agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice; for never more 
Mean I to try, what rash untried I sought, 860 

The pain of al>sence from thy sight. But strange 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear: 
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of di^'ine efiect 865 

To open eyes , and make them gods who taste; 
And hath been tasted such: the serpent wise. 
Or not restrained as we, or not obeying, 
Hath eaten of the fruit; and is become. 
Not dead, as we al'e threatened, but thenceforfli 870 
Endaed with human voice and human sense. 
Reasoning to admiration; and with me 
Persuasivdy hath to prevailed , that I 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
Th' efiWts to correspond ; opener mine eyea 875 

Dim erst, dilated spirits, ampler heart, ^ 
And growing op to Godhead; which for thee 
Chiefly I sought, without thee can despise. 
For blisa, as thou hast part, to me is bliss; 
Tedious, unsharM with thee, and odious soon. 880 

Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot 
May join us, equal joy, as equal love; 
Lett, thou not tasting, different degree 
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Disjoin us, and I tken too late renounce 

Deity for thee , when fate will not permit.* 885 

Thus Eve with coont'nance blithe her story iMi 
Bat in her cheek distemper flushing glowM. 
On th' other side, Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Eto, amazM, 
Astonied stood and blank, while horror chill 890 

Ran through his Yeins, and aU his joints relaz'd; 
From his slack hand the garland wreathed for Eyq 
Down dropt , and all the raded roses shed : 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke: 895 

^0 fairest pf creation, last and best 
Of all God's works, creature in whom excelVd 
Whatever can to sight or thought be form*dy 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet 1 
How art thou lost I how on a soddei^ lost, 900 

DefecM, deflowered, and now to death devote! 
Rather, how hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance , how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidd'n! Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguil'd thee , yet unknown, 905 

And me with thee hath ruinM ^ for wit£i thee 
Certain my resolution is to die: 
How can 1 live without thee ! how forego 
Thy sweet converse , and love' so dearly joined. 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn! 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib aiTord, yet lost of thee 
Would never from my heart: no, no! I feel 
The link of nature draw me: flesh of flesh. 
Bone of my bone thou art , and from thy state 915 

Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe.' * 

So having said , as one from sad dismay . 
Recomforted, and after thoughts disturbed 
Submitting to what seera'd remediless. 
Thus i|i calm mood bis words to Eve he turned: 920 

*Bold deed thou hast presumed, adventurous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd , who^ thus hast dar'd» 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence, 
Bfnch more to taste it under ban to touch. 925 

But past who can recall, or done undo? 
Not God omnipotent, nor fate; yet so 
Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact 
Is not 80 heinous now, foretasted fruit, 
Pro^anM first by the serpent, by him first 930 

Made common, and unhaliow'd, ere our taster 
Nor yet on 'iiim found deadly ; he yet lives ; 
Lives, as thou said'st, and gains to live, as man. 
Higher degree of life ; inducement strong 
To us, as likely tasting to attain S^ 

Proportional ascent; which cannot be 
But to be gods, or angels, demi-gods. 
Nor can I think that God , Creator wi«e« 
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Thongh threatening, will in earnest so destroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignified so high, 940 

Set over all his works; which in our fall, 

For us created, needs with us must fail. 

Dependent made; so God shall uncreate. 

Be frustrate, do, undo, and lahour lose; 

Not well conceived of God, who, thongh his power 945 

Creation cOuld repeat, yet would he loth 

Us to abolish , lest the adversary 

Triumph , and say : ^ Fickle their state whom God 

Most favours; who can please him long? Me first 

He ruin'd , now mankind ; whoin will he next ?" 950 

Matter of tcom , not to be given the foe. ' 

However, I with thee have fix'd my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom: if death 

Consort with thee, death is to me aa Hfe; 

So forcible within my heart I feel 955 

The bond of nature draw me to my own; 

My own in thee, for what thou art is Inine; 

Our state cannot be sever'd ; we are one. 

One flesh; to lose thee were to lose myself.' 

So Adam; and thus Eve to him replied: 960 

* glorious trial of exceeding love, 
Ulustrious evidence, example high! 
Engaging me to emulate; but, short 
Of thy perfection , how shall I attain, 
Adam? from whose dear side I boast me sprung, 965 
And gladly of our union hear diee speak, 
One heart, one soul in both; whereof good proof 
This day a£Purds, declaring thee resolv'd, 
Rather than death, or aught than death more dread, 
Shall separate us, link'd in love so dear, 970 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crime. 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit; 
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds. 
Direct, or by occasion,) hath presented 
This happy trial of thy love, which else 975 

So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menacM would ensue 
This my attempt, I would sustain alonie 
The worst, and not persuade thee, rather die 
Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact 980 

Pernicions to thy peace; chiefly assnr'd 
Remarkably so late of thy so true. 
So faithful, love unequaird; but I feel 
Far otherwise th* event; not death, but life 
Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 985 
Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 
Hadi touch'd my sense , flat seems to this , and harsh. 
On my experience, Adam, freely taste. 
And fear of death deli\er to the winds.' 

So saying , she embracM him , and for joy 990 

Tenderly wept; much won , that he his love 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to incur. 
Divine displeaiue for her sake, or death. 

O 
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In reoompeiMe (for nidi coiD|dinGe bsd 

Soeh recompente beft neritf) from the boagb 995 

She gaTo him of that fair enddng fruit 

With liberal hand: he fcrapled not to eat, 

Against hit better knowledge ; not deeeiv'd, 

Bot fondly OTereone with female eharm. 

Earth trembled from her entrails, as agala 1000 

In pangs; and natare gave a seeond groan; 

Sky loor'd; and, muttering thunder « some sad drops 

Wept at completing of the mortal sin 

Original : whilo Adam took do thought^ 

Bathig his fill; nor Eve to iterate 1005 

Her nirmer trespass fear*d, the mora to tootk 

Him with her lov*d society; that now. 

As with new wine intoxicated both. 

They swim in mirth , and fancy that they foal 

Divinity within them breeding wings, 1010 

Wherewith to scorn |he eartht but thnt Idsa frdt 

Far other operation first display*d. 

Carnal desire inflaming; he on Ero 

Began to cacft lascivioos eyes; she him 

As wantonly repaid; in lost they bum: 1015 

Till Adam thus 'gan Eto to dalliance moret 
'Etc, now I see thou art exact of taste, 

And elegant, of sapience no small part; 

Since to each meaning saTomr we apply, 

And palate call judicious ; 1 the praise 109D 

Yield thee, so well this day thou hast pnrrey'd. 

Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstained 

From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 

True relish , tasting ; if such pleasure be 

In things to us forbidden , it might be wish'd, 1025 

For thu one tree had been forbidden ten. 

But come, so well refreshM, now let us pluyy 

As meet is, after sui^h delicious fare; 

For ncTor did thy beauty, since the day 

I saw thee first and wedded thee, adom'd 1080 

With all perfections, so inflame my sense 
, With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now 

Than erer ; bounty of tius Tirtuous tree I* 
So said he, and forbore not glance or t(^ 

Of amorous intent; well understood 1035 

Of Etc, whose ere darted contagions fire. 

Her hand he seizM; and to a shady bank. 

Thick oTor-head with Terdant roof imbowV*d, 

He led her nothing loth ; flowers were the eoocfa, 

Paasies, and Tiolets, and asphodel, 1040 

And hyacbth, earth's freshest softest lap. 

There they their fill of love and Ioto's disport 

Took largely , of their mutual guilt the seal. 

The solace of their sin ; till dewy sleep 

Oppress'd them , wearied with their amorous play. 1C45 
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 

That with exhilarating vapour bland 

About thehr spbits had play*d, and inmoil powers 



. Book IX. PARADISE LOST. 147 

Made err, was now ndnrd; and grouser sleep. 

Bred of onkiiidly fumes, with coiiscioas dreams 1050 

Encumber'd, nn-w had left them; op they rose 

As from mirest; and, each the other Tiewing, 

Soon found their eyes how open'd, and theur mmdt 

How darken'd; innocence; that as a Toil 

Had iiiadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone; 1055 

Jnst confidence, and native righteousness, 

Afld honour, from about them, naked left 

To guilty shame; he corer'd, but his robe 

Uncovered more. So rose the Danite strong, 

Herculean Samson, from the harlot-lap 1060 

Of Philist^an Dalilah, and wak'd 

Shorn of his strength ; they destitute and bare 

Of all their virtue : silent, and in face 

Confounded, long ihey sat; as strocken mute: 

Till Adam, thongh not less than Eve abash'd, 1065 

At length gave ntl«raice to these words constraui'd : 

'0 Eto, in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm , of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit man^s Toice; true in our fall. 
False in our promised rising : since our eyes 1070 

Open'd we find indeed , and find we know 
Both good and evil; good lost, and evil got; 
Bad fruit of knowledge , if this be to know ; 
Which leayes ns naked thus , of hoaonr ymd. 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity^ 1075 

Our wonted ornaments now soiled and stained. 
And in our faces evident the signs 
Of foul concdpiseence; whence evil store; 
fiv'n shame, die last of evils; of the first 
Be sure then. How shall 1 bdiold the face 1080 

Henceforth of Ged or Angel, erst with joy "i 

And raptsre so oft beheld ? Those heavenly shapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze 
Insufi^erably bright. 0! might I here 
bi soBtade live savage; in some ^lade 1085 

Obscured , where highest woods , impenetrable 
To star or son^ight, spread their ombrage broad 
And brown as evening : cover me , ye pines ! 
Ye cedars, with inauraerable boughs 
Bide me, where I may never see them more! 1090 

But let us now , as in bad plight , devise 
What best may for the present serve to hide « 

The parts of each from other, that seem lUMt . 
To shanM obnoxious, and unseemliest seen; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together seVd, 1095 
And girded on our loins, may cover round 
Those middle parts; that this new-comer, shanve, 
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean.' 
So connsellM he, and both together went 
hito the thickest wood ; there soon they chose 1100 

The fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renown'd. 
But such as at this day, to Indians known, 
In Bialabar or Decan spreads her axins 

G 2 
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Branching so broad and long^ that in tfie ground 

The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 1105 

About the mother-tree, a pillared shade 

High 0Ter-arch*d, and echoing walks between: 

There oft the Indian herdsman, shunning heat. 

Shelters in cool, and tends his pasturing herds 

Atloop-'holescut through thickest shade: those leaTeslllO 

They gather^, broad as Amazonian targe; 

And, with what skill they had, together sew^d. 

To gird their waist; vain covering, if to hide 

Their guilt and dreaded shame! 0, how unlike 

To that first naked glory ! Such of late 1115 

Columbus found th' American, so girt 

With feather'd cincture; naked else, and wild 

Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 

Thus fenc'd, and, as they thought, their shame in part 

CoTer'd , but not at rest or ease of mind, 11)^ 

They sat them down to weep; nor only tears 

Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds worse within 

Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate, 

Mi^ruet, suspicion, discord; and shook sore 

Their inward state of mind , calm region once 1125 

And full of peace, now tost and turbulent: 

For understanding rul'd not , and the will 

Heard not her lore; both in subjection now 

To sensual appetite, who from beneadi 

Usurping over sovran reason elaim'd 1130 

Superior sway ; from thus distemper'd breast, > 

Adam, estranged in look and altered st^le, 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewM: 

^ Would thou hadst hearken'd to my words , and staid 
With me, as I besought thee, when that strange 1135 
Desire of wand'ring , this unhappy mom, 
I know not whence possessed thee; we had then 
Remained still happy; not as now, despoiVd 
Of all our good; sham'd, naked, miserable! 
Let non0 henceforth seek needless cause to approve 1140 
The faith they owe; when earnestly they sedc 
Such proof, conclude » they then begin to fail.' 

To whom,^ soon mov'd with touch of blame, thus Eve:- 
'What words have passM thy lips, Adam severe I 
Imput*st thou that to my default, or will 1145 

Of wandering, as thou cairst it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happened, thou being by. 
Or to fliyself perhaps? Hadst thou been there. 
Or here th' attempt, thou couldst not have disoem'd 
Fraud 'in the serpent, speaking as he spake; 1150 

No ground of enmity between us known, 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm. 
Was I to have never parted from thy side? 
As good have grown there rtill a lifeless rib* 
Being as I am, why didst not thou, the head, 1155 
Command me absolutely not to go. 
Going into such danger, as tliou said'st? 
Too facile then , thou didat not much gainsay; 
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Nay, didst permit, approTe, and fair disuniss. 

Hadst thou been firm and fix*d in thy dissent, 1160 

Neither had I transfn^ess'd , nor thou with me/ 

To whom , then first incensed , Adam replied : 
*l8 this the love, is this the recompense 
Of mine .to thee , ing^teful Eve ! expressed 
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not I; 1165 

Who might have liv'd , and joy'd immortal bliss. 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee? 
And am 1 now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressing? Not enough seTere, 
It seems, in thy restraint: what could I more? 1170 
I wam'd thee, I admonishM thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait; beyond this, had been force; 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on; secure 1175 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial; and perhaps 
I also err'd, in overmuch admiring 
What seemed in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee; but I rue 1180 

That error now , which is become my crime, 
And thou th' accuser. Thus it shall befall 
Him who, to worth in women overtrusting. 
Lets her will rule : restraint she will not brook ; 
And, left to herself, if evil thence ensue, 1185 

She first his weak indulgence will accuse.' 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours , but neither self-condemning ; 
And of their Tain contest appeared no end. 
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MarC* trantgretnon kiiown, the guardian- Angela for gake Para- 
dite , and return up to heaven to approve their vigilance , an^ 
are approved ; God declaring that the entrance of Satan could 
not be b§ them prevented. He sends his Son to judge the trans- 
gressors; who descends and gives sentence accordingly; then in 
Sity clothes them both , and reascends. Sin and Death , sitting 
II then at the gates of hell, by wondrous sympathy feeling the 
euceess of Satan in thts new world , and the sin by man there 
committed, resolve to sit no longer confined in hell, but to follow 
Satan their sire up to the place of man : to make the way easier 
from hell t6 this world to and fro , they pave a broad high-way 



w bridge ovir Chaos , according to the track that Satan first 
made ; then , preparing for earth , they meet him , proud of his 
success y returning to hell; their mutual gratulation, Satan ar- 



rivee at Pandemonium, in full assembly relates with boastinff his 
euccess against man ; instead of applause is entertained with a 
general biss by mil hi9 audience , transformed with himself also 
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suddenly itUo terpenti, according to hit doom given in Paradise; 
then , deluded with a ehow of the forbidden tree epringing up 
before them , they, greedily reaching to take of the fruit , chew 
dust and bitter athes. The proceedings of Sin and Death ; God 
foreteU the final victory of hie Son over them, and the renewing 
of all things ; but^ for the present, commands his Angels to maka 
several alterations in the heavens and elements, Adam, more 
and more perceiving his fallen condition , heavily bewails , rejects 
the condolement of Eve; she persists, and at length appeases him: 
then, to evade the curse likely to fall on the^ offsprings proposes 
to Adam violent ways, which he approves not; but, conceiving 
better hope, puts her in mind of the late promise made them, that 
her seea should be revenged on the serpent; and exhorts her 
with him to seek peace of the offended Deity, by repentance and 
supplication. 



Mbaiswhilb the hdnoos and de§pitefal act 

Of Satan done in Paradise, and how 

He, in the serpent, had perverted Ere, 

Her hushand she, to taste the fiatal fruit. 

Was known in heaven ; for what can ^scfipe the eye 5 

Of God all-seeing; or deceive his heart 

Omniscient ? who , in all things wise and jntt, 

HinderM not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of man, widi strength entire, and free-will ami'd 

Complete to have dtscoverM and repulsed 10 

Whatever wiles of foe or seeming ftriend. 

Fur still thej knew, and ought to have still remember'dy 

The high injunction , not* to taste that fruit, 

Whoever tempted; which they not obeying, 

IncurrM (what could they less?) the peniSty; 15 

And , manifold in sin , deservM to fall. 

Up into heaven from Paradise in haste 

Th' angelic guards ascended, mute and sad. 

For man; for of his state by this they knew, 

Much wondVing how the subtle fiend had stoFn 20 

Entrance unseen. Soon as th* unwelcome news 

From earth arrived at heaven-gate; displeased 

All were who heard; dim sadness did not spare 

That time celestial visages, yet, mix*d 

With pity , violated not their bliss. f S5 

About the new-arriv'd in multitudes 

Th' ethereal people ran , to hear and know 

How all befel : they towards the tidrone supreme, 

Accountable, made haste, to make appear, 

With righteous plep, their utmost vigilance^ 30 

And easily approv'd; when the Most High 

Eternal Father, from his secret cloud. 

Amidst in thunder utter'd thus his voice : 

' Assembled Angels , and ye Pow'rs retumVl 
From unsuccessful charge; be not dismayed, 35 

Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth, 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent; * 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass. 
When first this tempter cross*d the gulf from hdL 
I told ye then he should prevail; t^ speed 40 

On his bad «rrand$ man should be feduc'd. 
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And flatter'd •ut of all, belieriiig Hes 
^Against his Maker; no decree of miae 
Conoon^ing to necessitate his fiilly 

Or touch with lightest moment of impiilge 45 

His free-will, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. Bnt faU'n he is; and now 
What rests, bat that the jnortal sentence pass 
On his transgression, death denoanc'd that day? 
Which he presmnee already vain and Toid, 50 

Because not yet inflicted, as he feared. 
By some immediato stroke; but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance, ere day end. 
Justice shall not return as bounty scom'd. 
But whom «end I to judge them? whmn but thee 55 
Vicegerent Son? To thee I have transferred 
All judgement, whether In heav'n, or earth, or hell. 
Easy it may be seen that I intend 
Mercy colleague with justice , sending thee 
Man's friend, his Mediator, his deiitgn'd 60 

Both ransom and Redeemer yoluntary. 
And destin'd man himself to judge man fairn. 

So spake the Father; and, unfolding bright 
Toward the riglit hand his glory , on the Son 
Blaz'd forth undoaded deity: he fidl 65 

Resplendent all his Father manifest 
ExpressM, and thus diTinely answered mild: 

^Father Eternal, thine is to decree; 
Mine, both in heav'n and earth, to do thy will 
Supreme; that thou In me, thy Son belov'd, 70 

Mayst ever rest well pleas'd. I go to judge 
On earth these thy transgressors; but thou know'st,' 
Whoever judf^^d , the worst on me mu«t light. 
When time shall be; for so I undertook 
Before thee; and, not repenting, this obtaia 75 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me deriv'd ; yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy, as m.iy illustrate most 
Them fully satisfied, and thee lappease. 
Attendance none shall nMI, nor train, where none 80 
Are to behold the judgement , but the judged. 
Those two ; the third best absent is condenm'd. 
Convict by flight, and rebel to i^ law: 
Conviction to the serpent none belongs.' 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 85 

Of high collateral glory. Htm thrones, and powers. 
Princedoms, and dominations ministrant. 
Accompanied to heaven-gate; from whence 
Eden, and all the coast, in prospect lay. 
Down he descended straight; the speed of gods 90 

Time counts not, diough with swiftest minutes wingM. 
Now was the sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs, due at their hour, 
To fan the earth now wak*d, and usher in 
The evening cool; when he, from wrath more eool, 95 
Came the miid judge, and intareessor both. 
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To ientence man: the Toice of God they heard 

Now walking in the garden, by soft windg 

Brought to their ears, while day declin'd; they heard, 

And. from his presence hid themselves among 100 

The thickest trees, both man and wife; till God, 

Approaching, thus to Adam call'd alond: 

^liVhere art thon, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My cominff seen far off ? I miss thee here, 
Not pleasM, thus entertained with solitude, 105 

Where obvious duty ere while appeared unsought: 
Or come I less conspicuous , or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detains? Come forth !^ 

He came; and with him Eve, mere loth, thou^^ first 
To offend; discount'nanc'd both, and discomposed; 110 
Love was not in their looks , either to God, 
Or to each other; but apparent guilt, 
And shame , and perturbation, and despaur. 
Anger, and obstinacy, and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam falt'ring long, thus answerM brief: 115 

* I heard thee in the gaid'n , and of thy Toice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself.' To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile replied : 

'My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not fear'd. 
But still rejoic'd; how is it now become 120 

So dreadful to thee? That thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee? Hast thon eaten of the tree, 
Whereof I gave thee cliarge ttiou shouldst not eat?' 

To whom thus Adam sore. beset replied: 
< heav'n ! in evil strait this day I stand i^ 

Before my Judge; either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life ; 
Whose failing , while her faith to me remains, 
I should conceal, and not expose to blame 186 

By my complaint: but strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint; 
Lest on my head both sin an4 punishment. 
However insupportable, be all 

Devolv'd; though, should I hold my peace, yet thon 135 
Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. 
This woman, whom thou mad'st to be my help. 
And gav'st me as thy perfect gift , so good, 
So fit, so dcceptable, so divine. 

That from her hand I could suspect no ill^ 140 

And what she did, wl^atever in itself, ^ 

Her doing seem'd to jttstify the deed ; 
She gave me of the tree, and I did eat.' 

To whom the sovran Presence thus replied ; 
«Was she thy God , that her thou didst obey 145 

Before his voice? or was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee above her made of thee. 
And for thee, whose perfection far exoell'd 150 

Hers in all rofd dignity ? Adom'd 
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She was indeed, and lovely, to attract 
Thy love, not diy suhjection; and her gifts 
Were such , as under goTemment well seemM ; 
Unseemly to bear mle; which was thy part 155 

And person, hadst thon known thyself aright.' 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few: 
^Say, woman, what is this which thon hast done? 

To whom sad Eve, with shame nigh overwhelmed, 
Confessing soon, yet not bef6re her Jndge 160 

Bold or loquacions, thus abashM replied: 
'The serpent me begnilM, and I did eat.' 

Which when the Eiord God heard, without delay ^ 
To judgement he proceeded on th' accused 
Serpent t though brute; unable to transfer ^65 

The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation: justly then accursM, 
As vitiated in nature: more to know 
ConcemM not man (since he no further knew), 170 

Nor alterM his ofience; yet God at last 
To Satan first in sin his doom applied, 
Though in mysterious terms , judgM as then best : 
And on the serpent thus his eurse let fall: 

'Because thou hast done this, thou art accnrs'd 175 
Above all <»ttle, each beast of the field; 
Upon thy belly groveling thou shalt go. 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her seed; 180 

Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel.' 

So spake this oracle, then verified 
When Jesus, Son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall, like lightning, down from heaven, 
Prince of the air; then, rising from his grave, 185 

Spoird principalities and pow'rs, triumph^ 
In open show; and, with ascension bright; 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itself of Satan , long usurp'd ; 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet; 190 

£?*n he, who now foretold his fatal bruise; 
And to the woman thus his sentence turned: 

'Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conceptiotf; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth; and to thy husband's will 195 

Thine shall submit; he over thee shall rule.' 

On Adam last thus judgement he pronounced: 
^Because thon hast hearken'd to the voice of thy wife. 
And eaten of the tree concerning which 
I charg'd thee, saying. Thou shalt not eat thereof: $00 
.Curs'd is the ground for thy sake; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unhid ; and thou shalt eat of th' herb of the field ; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thon eat bread, 205 

Till thou return onto the ground; for thou 
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Out of the ground wast taken > know thy hirth. 
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return.' 

So judged he man , both judge and saTiour sent ; 
And th' instant stroke of death, denounc'd tbat day, 210 
RemoT'd far off; then, pitying how they stood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, distai«'d not to begin 
Thenceforth the furm of serrant to assume ; 
As when he wash'd hb servants* feet; so bow 215 

As father of his family, he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beasts , or slain, 
Or as the snake with youthful coat repaid; 
And thought not much to clothe his enenies s 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 220 

Of beasts, but inward nakedness, wuch mora 
Opprobrious , with his robe of rtghteousnes*!. 
Arraying, cover'd from bis Father's siglit. 
To him with swift ascent he up retucn'd, 
Into his blissful bosom reassum'd 225 

In glory, as of old; to him appeas'd. 
All, though all-knowkg, what had pass'd with man 
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn*d and judg'd on earth. 
Within the gates of hell sat Sin and Death, 230 

In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the fiend passed through, 
Sin opening; who thus now to Death began: 

^O son, why sit we here each other viewing 235 

Idly, whUe Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us, his offspring dear? It cannot be 
But that success attends him ; if mishap. 
Ere this he had returned , with fury driven 240 

By his avengers, since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new strength within me rise. 
Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draw» me on, 245 

Or sympathy, or some connatural foroe^ 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite 
With secret amity things of like kind. 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along: 250 

For Death from Sin no pow'r can separate. 
But, lest the difficulty of passing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impassable, impervious; let us try 
Adventurous work, yet to thy pow'r and mine 255 

Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from hell to that new world, 
Where Satan now prevails; a monument 
Of merit high to all th' infernal host. 
Easing their passage hence, for intercourse^ 260 

Or transmigration , as ilieir lot shall lead. 
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Nor can I migs the way, so strorigly drawn 
By this new-felt attraction and instfnct.' 

Whom thus the meager shadow angwerM soon: 
*Goy whither fate, and inclination strong, 265 

Leads thee; I shall not lag behind , nor err 
The way, thou leading; such a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 
The savour of death from all things there that five; 
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest 270 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid.' 

So saying , with delight he snoff'd the smeH 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 
Against the day of battle, to a field, 275 

Where armies lie encamp'd, come flying, lur'd 
With scent of living carcasses designed 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight: 
So scented the grim feature, and upturn'd 
His nostril wide into the murky air; 280 

Sagacious of his quarry from so far. 
Then both from out hell-gates, into the waste 
Wide anarchy of Chaos , damp and dark. 
Flew diverse; and with pow'r (their pow*r wa» great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 285 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 
Tost up and down, together crowded drove, 
From each tide shoaling towards the nlonth of heQ : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 290 

Mountains of ice , that stop th' imagined way 
Beyond Petsora eastward , to the rich 
Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 
Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry, 
As with a trident smote , and fix'd as firm 295 

As Delos, floating once; the rest his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move; 
And with asphaltic slime, broad as the gate. 
Deep to the roots of hell the gathered beach 
They fasten'd, and the mole immense wrought on 300 
Over the foaming deep high-arch'd, a bridge 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fenceless world, 
Forfeit to death; frou hence a passage broad, 
Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to hell. 305 

So, if great things to small may be comparM, 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 
From Susa, his Menmonian palace high, 
Came to the sea; and, over Hellespont 
Bridging his way , Europe with Asia join'd, 310 

And scourg'd with many a stroke th' indignant waves. 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendant rock, 
Over the vex'd abyss, following the track 
Of Satan to the self-same place where he 315 

First lighted from hk ynag , and hmded safe 
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From out of Chaos, to the oatside bare 

Of this round world: with pins of adamant 

And chains they made all fast, too fast they made 

And durable; and now in little space 320 

The confines met of empyrean heaven. 

And of this world ; and , on the left hand , hell 

With long reach interposed; three several ways 

In sight, to each of these three places led. 

And How their way to earth they had descried, 325 

To Paradise first tending; when, behold! 

Satan, in likeness of an angel bright, 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion steering 

His zei^th, while the snn ia Aries rose: 

Disguised he came; but those his children dear 830 

Their parent soon discem'd, though in disguise. 

He, after Eve seducM, nnminded slunk 

Into the wood fast by; and, changing shape, 

To observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 

By Eve, though all nnweeting, seconded 335 

Upon her husband; saw their shame that sought 

Vain covertures; but when he saw descend 

The Son of God to judge them, terrified 

He fled; not hoping to escape, but shun 

The present; fearing, guilty, what his wrath , 340 

Might suddenly inflict; thnt past, retumM 

By night, and Usfning where the hapless pair 

Sat in their sad discourse, and various plamt. 

Thence gather'd his own doom; which understood, 

Not instant, but of future time, with joy 345 

And tidings fraught, to hell he now returned; 

And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 

Of this new wondrous pontifice , unhop'd 

Met , who to meet him came , his offspring dear. 

Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 350 

Of that stupendous bridge his joy increas*d. 

Long he admiring stood , till Sin , his fair 

Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke: 

'O parent, these are thy magnific deeds. 
Thy trophies ! which thou view*st as not thine own ; 355 
Thou art their author, and prime architect: 
For I no sooner ia my heart divin'd 
(My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join'd in connexion sweet), 
Hiat thou on earth hadst prooper'd, which thy looks 360 
Now also evidence, but straight I felt, 
Though distant from thee worlds between , yet felt 
That I must after thee, with this thy son; 
Such fatal consequence unites us three! 
Hell could no longer hold m in our bounds, 365 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure 
Detain from following thy illustrious track. 
Thou hast achieved our liberty, oonfinM 
Within hell-gates till now; thou us impower'd 
To fortify thus far, and overlay, 370 

With this portenloiiB Iwidge, the daik abyss. 
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Thine now is all this world ; thy Tirtae hath won 

What thy hands huilded not; thy wisdom gain'd 

With odds what war hath lo4, and fully aveng'd 

Our foil in heay'n; here thou shalt monarch r(»gn, 375 

There didst not; there let him still victor sway, 

As hattle hath adjudged ; from this new world 

Retiring, hy his own doom alienated; 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

OC all things, parted by th' empyreal bounds, ^380 

His quadrature, f rom tiliy orbicular world; 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throna* 

Whom thus the prince of darkness answered glad: 
'Fair daughter, and thou son and grandchild both; 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 385 

Of Satan (for I glor^ in t]he name, 
Antagonist of heaven's Almighty King), 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th' infernal empire, that so near heav'n's door 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 390 

Mine, with this glorious work; and made one realm. 
Hell and this world , one realm , one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore, while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road widi ease. 
To my associate pow'rs, them to acquaint 395 

With these successes, and with them rejoice; 
Yon two this way , among these numerous orbs. 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend; 
There dwell, and reign in bUss; thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise and in the air, 400 

Chiefly on man, sole lord of all declared; 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kill. 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me: on your joint vigour now 405 

My hold of this new kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd by my exploit. 
If your joint pow'r prevail , th' affairs of hell 
No detriment need fear; go, and be strong.' 

So saying, he dismissM them; they with speed 410 
Their course through thickest constellations held. 
Spreading their bane; the blasted stars look'd wan, 
And planets*, planet-struck, real eclipse 
Then suffer'd. Th' other way Satan went down 
The causey to hell-gate: on either side 415 

Disparted Chaos overbuilt exclaim*d, 
And with rebounding surge the bars assaiPd, 
That scom'd his indignation: through the gate. 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd, 
And all about found desolate; for those, 420 

Appointed to sit there, had left their charge, 
Flown to the upper world; the rest were all 
Far to th' inland retired, about the walls 
Of PandemcHiium, city and proud seat 
Of Lucifer; so by allusion call'd 425 

Of that bright star to Satan paragon'd} 
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There kept tibeir wttch the legiens , while die grand 

In coancil fat, solicitntts what chance 

Might kiteroept their emperor sent; so he 

Departing gave command, and they obsenr'd. 430 

As when the Tartar from his Russian foe, 

Ay Astracan, orer the snowy plants. 

Retires; or Bactrian Sophi, firora the horns 

Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 

The realm, of Aladule, in his retreat 435 

To iTaums or Casbeent so these, the late 

Heav'n-banish^d host, left desert utmost hell 

Hany a dark league, redKc'd io careful watch 

Round their metropolis; and now expecting 

Each hour their great adventurer, from the seaveh 440 

Of foreign worlds: he through the midst unmarked, 

In show plebeian angel militant 

Of lowest order, passed; and from ^he door 

Of that Plutonian hall , invisible 

Ascended his high throne; which, under ttirte 445 

Of TidMst texture spread , at th' upper end 

Was plac'd in regal lustre. Down a while 

He sat, and round about him saw unseen; 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape star-bright appearM, or blighter; dad 450 

With what permissive glory since his fall 

Was left htm, or false glitter: all amax'd 

At that so sudden blaze, the Stygian throng 

Bent their asp^t, and whom they wish'd beheld. 

Their mighty chief retnm'd | loud was th' acclaim : 4BB 

Forth rush'd in haste the great consulting peers^ 

Rau^d from their dark divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approach'd him; who with hand 

Silence and with these words attention, wont 

, ^Thrones, dominadons, princedoms, virtues, p<ywere;4€0 

For in possesion such, not only of rigfaty 

I call ye, and declare ye now; return d 

Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 

Triumphant out of this infernal pit 

Abominable, aceursM, the house of woe, 465 

And dungeon of oui^ tyrant: now possess, 

As lo«ds, a spodou^^ world , to our native heaven 

Little inferior , by my adventure hard 

With peril great achieved. Long were to tell 

What I have done, what suffered; with what pain 470 

Voyaged th' unreal, vast, unbounded deep 

Of horrible confasion ; over whiefa 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd, 

To expedite your glorious march; but I 

Toird out my uncouth passage, forced to ride 475 

Th' untract$ible abyss, plung'd in the womb 

Of unoriginal Ni^k and C^os wild ; 

Thaf , jealous of their secrets , fieredy oppoa'd 

My journey strange, 'vrith damorous uproar 

Protesting fate supreme ; thence how I found 480 

The new-created .world, whidi fune in heaven 
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Long had ftMretold, a fabric wonderM 

Of absolate perfection! therein man 

Plac'd in a Paradige , by our exile 

Made happy: hioi by fraud I haTe sednc'd 485 

FiWB his Creator; and, the more to inerease 

Your wonder, wiUt an apple; he, thereat 

Offended, worth yonr laughter I hath giv'n up 

Both hig belov'd man and all his world, 

To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us, 490 

Without our hamrd, labour, or alarm. 

To range in, and to dwell, and oyer man 

To rale, as over all he should haTe rul'd. 

True is, me also he hath jndg'd, or rather 

Me not, hot the brute serpent in whose shape 495 

Man I deceiy'd: that which to me belongs, 

Is enmity, which he will put between 

Me and mankind; I am to bruise his heel; 

His seed, when is not set, shall bruise ray headt ~ 

A world who wouM not purchase with a braise, 500 

Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th' account 

Of my performance: what remains, ye gods, 

But up, and enter now into full bliss?* 

So having said , a while he stood , expecting 
Their universal shout, and high applause, 505 

To fill his ear; when, contrary, he hears 
On all sides, from innumerable tongues, 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
Of public scorn ; he wonder'd , but not long 
Had leisure, winid1*ing at himself now more; 510 

His visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare ; 
His arms clung to hk ribs; his legs entwining 
Each other, tUl supplanted down he felt 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone. 
Reluctant, but in vain; a greater Power 515 

Now nil'd him, punish'd in the shape he sinned. 
According to his doom. He would have spoke, 
But hiss for hiss retorn'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue; for now were all transfermM 
Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 520 

To his bold riot: dreadful was the din 
Of hissing tfareuf^ the hall , thick-swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and tail. 
Scorpion and asp , and amphisbaena dire. 
Cerastes hora^d , hydras , and elops- drear, 525 

And dipsas (not so thick swarmed once the soil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the isle 
Ophiusa); but still greatest he the midst, 
Now dragon grown , larger than whom ^e sun 
Ingender'd in the Pythian vale or slime, 530 

Huge Python , and his pow'r no less he seem'd 
Above the rest still to retain; they all 
Him followed , issuing forth to th^ open field, 
Where all yet left of that revolted rout, 
Heav'n-lairn , in station stood or just array; 535 

Sublime with expectatioa when to see 
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Tb triumph issuinp: fordi their glorious chief; 
They saw , hut odier tight instead ! a crowd 
Of ugly serpents; horror on them fell, 
And horrid sympathy; for, what they saw^ 540 

They felt themseKes, now changing; down their aniis» 
Down fell the spear and shield; down they as fost; 
And the dire hiss renewed , and the dire form 
Catch'd, by contagion; Uke in punishment. 
As in their crime. Thos was th' applause they meaat 545 
Tum'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame 
Cast on themselTCs from their own mouths. There stooil 
A grove hard by, sprung up with this their change, 
His will who reigns aboTe, to aggravate 
Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that 550 

Which grew in Paradise, the but of Eve 
Us'd by the tempter : on that prospect strange 
Their earnest eyes they fix^d, imagining 
For one forbidden tree a multitude 
Now ris'n , to work them further woe or shame; 555 
Yet, parched with scalding thirst and hunger fiwce, 
Though to delude them sent, could not al^ain; 
But on they roird in heaps, and, up the trees 
Climbing, sat thicker ^an the snaky locks 
That curld Megaera: greedily they plnck'd 560 

The fruitage fair to sight, like that which grflfw 
Near that bituminous iSke where Sodom flam*d; 
Thb more delusive, not the touch, birt taste 
Deceiv'd; they fondly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with gust , instead of fruit 565 

ChewM bitter ashes, which th' ofiended taste 
With spattering noise rejected: oft they assayed. 
Hunger and thirst constraining; dmgg'd as oft, 
With hatefullest disrelish writhM their jaws. 
With soot and cinders filFd; so oft they fell 570 

Into the same illusion, not as man 
Whom they triumphed once laps'd. Thus were they plaga'd 
And worn with famine, long and ceaseless hiss. 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resum'd; 
Yearly enjoin'd, sooM say, to undergo 575 

This annual humbling certain numbered days. 
To dash their pride , and joy , for man seduc'd. 
However, some tradition they dispersed 
Among the heathen of their purchase got. 
And fabled how the serpent, whom they called 580 

Ophion, with Eurynome, the wide- 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Of high Olympus; thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yet Dictaean Jove was born. 

Meanwhile in Paradise the hellish pair 585 

Too soon arrived ; Sin , there in pow'r before 
Once actual; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitoal habitant; behind her Death, 
Close following, pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horse : to whom Sin thus began : 590 

'Second of Satan sprung, ali-oonqu'riog Death! 
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What think^st tlioa of our ^npiYo bow, liioiigh earnM 
With traTel difficult, not better ffir 
Than still at heirs dark threshold to ha^o fat wateh, 
UnnamM, mkhwaded, and thys^elf half-gtarT'd ?' 595 

Whom time the sin-bom moimtrr answered soon: 
*To me, who wHh eternal famine pine, 
Alike is hell, or Parftdiee, or heaven; 
There best, where most wi^ rtmne 1 may meet; 
Which here, thonglf plenteous, ail too little seems 600 
To stufF this maw, this vast unhide-boiind corpse^ 

To whom th' iilcestaoas mother thns replied ; 
*Thoa therefore on .these herbs, and f raits, and flowers, 
Feed first; on each beast next, and fi^h, and fowl; 
No homely morsels; and whatever things 605 

The scythe of Urae mows dowii , devour onsparM ; 
Till I, in man residing' , through die race. 
His thooghts, his- looks , words, actiotis, all infect; 
And season htm thy last and sweetest prey.' 

This said, they bodi betook them several ways, 619 
Both to desitoy, or milmmortal make 
All kinds, and for destraction to mature 
Sooner or later; which th' Almighty seeing. 
From his transcendent seat the saints among. 
To those bright orders uttev*d thus his voice: 615 

'See, witfi what heat these dogs of hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world , which I 
So fair and good created; and had still 
Kept in that state,' had not the fblly of man 
Let in these wastdFnl fm^es, who impute GSQ 

Folly to me; so doth the prtBce of hell 
And his adherents, that with so much ease 
I suffer diens to enter and possess 
A place so heaVnly; and, conniving, seem 
To gratify my scornful enemies, ^^ 

That laugh, as if, transported with some fit 
Of pas8ion , I to them had fitted all. 
At random yielded up to. their misrule; 
And know not that I call'd , and drew them thither. 
My hell-homids, to lick up the draff and filth 630 

Which man's polluting sin with taint hath shed 
On what was pure; till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh burst 
With suck'd and. glutted offal, ^at one sling 
Of thy vidtorioos arm, well-pleasing Son, 
Both Sin, and Death, and yawning grave, at last, 635 
Through Chaos hurled , obstruct the mouth of hell 
For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 
Then heav'n and earth renew'd shall he made pure 
To sanctity , that diall receive no stain : 
Till then, the eouiee pronounc'd on both precedes.' 640 

He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 
Sung hallelujah, as the sound of seas. 
Through multitnde that sung: 'Just are thy ways, 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
Who can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son, 645 

Destu'd Restorer of mankind, by whom 

G 3 
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New heaVn and earih shall to tlie ages rfte. 

Or down from hear'n desoend.' Sach was their flong; 

While the Creator oaUing forth bj name 

His mighty angels, gave them several change, 650 

As sorted best with present things. The sob 

Had first his precept so to move, so shine. 

As might affect the earth with celd and heat 

Scarce tolerable, and from the north to call 

Decrepit winter; from the south to bring 655 

Solstitial saromer's heat. To the blank moon 

Her office they prescrib'd; to th'other Aye 

Their planetary motions , and aspMs, 

In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite. 

Of noxious efficacy , and wlien to join 660 

In synod unbenign ; and tought the fiz'd 

Their influence malignant when to shower, 

Which of them rising with the son, or felling, 

Shduld prove tempestuous: to the winds they set 

Their comers, when with blaster to confound 665 

Sea, air, and shore; the thunder when to loU 

With terror through the dark aereal hall. 

Some say he bid his angels turn askance 

The poles of earth, twice ten degrees and more, 

From the suu's axk; they with labour push'd 670 

Oblique the centric globe ; some say , the sun 

Was bid turn reins from th' equinoctial road 

like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 

Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan Twins, 

Up to the tropic Crab: thence down amain 675 

By heo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change 

Of seasons to each clime; else had the spring ' 

Perpetual smilM on. earth witli vemant flowers. 

Equal in days and nights, except to those 680 

Beyond the polar circles; to them day 

Had unbenighted shone, while the low son. 

To recompense his distance, in their ^ght 

Had rounded still th' horizon and not luiowa 

Or east or west; which had forbid the sonw. * 6S5 

From cold Estotiland , and south as far - r 

Beneath Magellan. At that tested fruit 

The sun, as from Thy^gtean banquet, tnin*d , 

His course intended; else, how had the world ' 

Inhabited, though sinless, more than now, 690 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat? 

These changes in the heav'ns, though slow, prodnc'd 

Like change on sea and kind ; sideral blast, ' 

Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hot, 

Corrupt and pestilent: now, from the north 695 

Of Noumbega, and the Samoed shore. 

Bursting their brazen dungeon, armM with ice, 

And snow , and hail , and stormy gust and flaw, 

Boreas, and Caecias , and Argestes loud. 

And Thrascias , rend the woods , and seas upturn ; 700 

With adverse blast upturns (hem foam the south 
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Notus, and Afer black with tfmnd'rom clouds 

From Serraliooa; thwart of these, as fierce, 

Forth rush the L^yant and the Ponent winds, 

£ara& and Zephyr, with their lateral noise, 705 

Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 

Outrage from lifeless things i bnt Discord first, 

Daughter of Sin, among th' irrational 

Death introdncM, through fierce antipathy: 

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fowl, 710 

And fish with fish; to grace the herb all leaving. 

Devoured each other; nor stood much in awe 

Of man, but fled him; or, with countenance grim, 

Glar'd on him passing. These were from without 

The growing miseries, which Adam saw 715 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiest shade, 

To sorrow abandoned, but worse felt within; 

And, in a troubled sea of passion tost. 

Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint: 

*0 miserable of happy! Is this the end 720 

Of this new glorious world , and me so late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd, of blessed? hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happiness! Yet well, if here would end 725 

The misery; I deserved it, and would bear 
My own deserrings ; but this will not serve : 
All that I eat or drink, or shall beget, 
li propagated corse. O voice, once heard 
Delightfully, Increase and mtittiply; 730 

Now death to h§ar ! for what can I increase. 
Or multiply, but curses on my head? 
Who of all ages to succeed, but, feeling j 
The evil on him brought by me, will curse 
My head ? *^ 111 fare our ancestor impure, 735 

For this we may thank Adam!'' but his thanks 
Shall be the execration: so, besides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me rebound ; 
On me, as on their natural center, light ^ 740 

Heavy, though in thdr place. O fleeting joys 
Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes! 
Did I request thee. Maker, from my clay 
To mould me man? Did I solicit thee 
From darknoss to promote me , or here place 745 

In this delicious garden? As my will 
Concurred not to my being, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my dust; 
Desirous to resign and render back 
All I receiv'd; unable' to perform 750 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The ^ood I sought not. To the loss of that. 
Sufficient penalty, why hast thou added 
The sense of endless woes? Inexplicable 
Thy justice seeids; yet, to say truth, too late 755 

I thus contest; then should have been refused 
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Those terim, whatever, when tkej were propoe'ds 

Thou didst accept them: wilt thoa enjoy ^e good. 

Then cavil the conditionfl? and, though God 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy ton 760 

Pirove disobedient; and, reprov'd, retort, 

«' Wherefore didst thou beget me? I tooght it noftf 

Wonldst thou admit for his conterafit of thee 

That prond excuse? yet him not thy election. 

But natural necessity, begot. ^ 765 

God made thee of choice his own , and of his owa 

To serve him; thy reward was of his ^race; 

Thy punishment then justly is at his will. 

Be it so, for I submit; his doom is fair. 

That dust I am, and shall to dust return: 770 

O welcome hour whenever ! Why delays 

His hand to execute what his decree 

FixM on this day? Why do I overlive? 

Why am I mocVd with death, and iengthen'd out 

To deathless pain? How gladly would I meet 775 

Mortality my sentence, and be earth 

Insensible! How glad would lay me down 

As in my mother's lap ! There 1 should rest 

And sleep secure; his dreadful voice no more 

Would thunder in my ears ; no fear of worse 780 

To me, and to my offspring, would torment me 

With cruel expectation* Yet one doubt 

Pursues me still, lest all 1 cannot die; 

Lest that pure breath of life , the spirit of nnui 

Which God inspired, cannot together perish 785 

With this corporeal clod ; then , in the grave, 

Or in some other dismt^ place , who knows 

But I shall die a living death? O thought 

Horrid, if true! Yet why? It was but breath 

Of life that sinn'd ; what dies but what had life 790 

And sin? The body properly hath neither. 

All of me then shall die: let this appease 

The doubt, since human reach no further knowt. 

For though the Lord of M be mfinite, 

Is^ his wrath also? Be it, man is not so, 795 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercise 

Wrath without end on man, whom death must end? 

Can he make deathless death? That were to mi^ke 

Strange contradiction, which to God himself 

Impossible is held ; as argument 800 

Of weakness, not of pow^r. Will he draw out. 

For anger's sake, finite to infinite. 

In punish'd man, to satisfy his rigour, 

Satisfied never? That were to extend 

His sentence beyond dust and nature's law, 805 

By which all causes else, according still 

To the reception of their matter, act; 

Not to th' extent of their own sphere. But say 

That death ybe not one stroke, as I supposed. 

Bereaving sense, but endless misery 810 

From this day onward ; which I feel begun 
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Both in me, and without me; and so laft 

To perpetuity: ay me! that fear 

Comes thund ring back witli dreadful rcTolution 

On my defencelera head ; boHi death and I 815 

Are found eternal, and incorporate both; 

Nor I on my part single; in me all 

Posterity stands cursM: fair patrimony 

That I must leave yo, sons! O, wore I able 

To waste it all myself, and leave ye none! 820 

So disinherited, how would ye bless 

Me, now your curse! Ah, why should all mankind. 

For one man's fault, thus guiltless be condemn'd. 

If guiltless? But from me what can proceed. 

But all corrupt; both mind and will depray'd 825 

Not to do only , but to SvHl the same 

With me? How can they then acquitted stand 

In sight of God? Him, after all disputes, 

Forc'd I absolve: all my evasions vain, 

And reasonings, though through mazes, lead me still 830 

But to my own conviction : first and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights due; 

So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! couldst thou rapport 

That burden, heavier than the earth to bear; 835 

Than ail the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad woman? Thus, what thou desir'st, 

And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hope 

Of refuge, and concludes thee miserable 

Beyond all past example and future; 840 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

conscience! into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driv'n me; out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plung'dl* 

Thus Adam to himself lament^ loud, 845 

Through the still nieht; not now, as ere man foil, 
Wholesome , and cool , and mild , but with bla* air 
Accompanied; with damps and dreadful gloomy 
Which to his evil conscience represented 
All things with double terror: on the ground 850 

Outstretched he lay, on the cold ground; and oft 
Curs'd his creation ; death as oft accused 
Of tardy execution , since denounced 
The day of his offence. * Why comes not death,' 
Said he, 'with one thric»-acceptable stroke 855 

Ta end me? Shall truth fail to keep her word. 
Justice divine not hasten to be just ? 
But death comes not at call ; justice divine 
Mends not her slowest pace for pray'rs or cries. 
O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bowers! 860 
With other echo late I taught your shades 
To answer , and resound far other song.' 
Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld, 
Desolate where she sat , approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce passion she assaVd; 866 

Bat her with iteni regtrd ha thus repell'di 
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' Out of niy sight , thou serpent ! That name best 
Befits thee with hiai leaga'd, thyself as false 
And hateful; nothing wants, hot that thy shape, 
Like his, and colour ser[>entine, may show 870 

Tliy inward fraud , to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth; lest that too heaT^nly form, pretended 
To hellish falsehood , snare them ! Bat for thee 
I had persisted happy , had not th^ pride 
And wandering Tanity, when least ^s safe, S75 

Rejected my forewarning, and disdam'd 
.Not to he trusted; longing to be seen, 
Though by the devil himself; him overweening 
To over-reach; but, with the serpent meeting, 
FooFd and beguil'd; by him thou, I by thee, 880 

To trust thee irom my side : imaginM wise, 
Constant, mature, proof against all assaults; 
And understood not all was but a show, 
Rather than solid virtue; all but a rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 885 

More to the part sinister, from me drawn; 
Well if thrown out, as supernumerary 
To my just number found. O ! why did God, 
Creator wise, that peopled highest heaven 
With spirits masculine , create at last . 890 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the w;orld at once 
With men, as angels, without feoiinine; 
Or find some other way to generate ^ 

Mankind? This mischief had not then befalfn, 895 i 

And more that shall befall; innumerable i 

Disturbances on earth through female snares. 
And strait conjunction with this sex : for either 
He never shall find out fit mate, but such 
As some misfortune brings him , or mistake ; 900 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain. 
Through her perverseness , but shall sec her gainM 
By a far worse; or, if she love, withheld 
By parents; or his happiest choice too late 
Shall meet, already linked and wedlock-bonnd 905 

To a feu adversary, his hate or shame: 
Which infinite calamity shall cause 
To human life, and household peace confound.' 

He added not, and from her tum'd; but Eve, 
Not so repuls'd , with tears that ceas'd not flowing, 910 
And tresses all disorder^, at his feet 
Fell humble; and, embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint: 

< Forsake me not thus, Adam! witness heaven 
What love sincere , and reverence in my heart 915 

I bear thee^ and unweeting have offended, 
IMiappily deceived! Thy suppliant 
I beg, and dasp thy knees; bereave me not. 
Whereon I live , thy gentle looks , thy aid, 
Thy counsel, in this uttermost distress, 920 

My only strength and stp^y: forlorn of thee. 
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Whither shall I hetake me , wh^re sobsist ? 

IVhite yet we live, scarce one short hour periiaps, 

Between us two let there be peace; both joming 

As joinM . in injuries , one enmity 925 

Against a foe by doom express assigned ui, 

That cruel serpent: on me exercise not 

Thy hatred for this mbery befalFn; 

On me already lost, me than thyself 

More miserable! both haTe sinn'd; but thoa 930 

Against God only, 1 against God and thee; 

And to the place of judgement will return, 

There with my cries importune Hea^'n; that all 

The sentence , from thy head removed , may light 

On me, sole cause to thee of all this woe; 935 

Me, me only, just object of his ireT 

She ended weeping; and her lowly plight, 
Immoveable, till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledge and deplorM, in ^dam wrought 
Commkieration : soon his heart relented 940 

Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissive in distress; 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking. 
His counsel, whom she had displeased, his aidt 
As one disarmed, his anger all he lost, 945 

And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her soons 

'Unwary, and too desirous, as before. 
So now of what thou knoVst not , who desir'st 
The punishment all on thyself; alas! 
Bear thine own first, ill i^Ie to sustain 950 

His full wrath, whose thou feel'st as yet least part^ 
And my displeasure bear*st so ill. If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed before thee, and be louder heard. 
That on my. head all might be visited; 955 

Thy frailty and infirmw sex forgiven. 
To me committed, and by me exposed* 
But rise; — let us no more contend, nor blame 
£ach odier, blam^ enough elsewhere; but strive 
In offices of love , how we may lighten 960 

Each other^s burdoi, in our share of woe; 
Since this day** death deaounc'd, if aught I see. 
Will prove no sudden, but a slow-pac'd evil; 
A long day*8 dying to augment oar pain. 
And to our seed (0 hapless seed!) deriv'd.' 965 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, replied: 
^ Adam , by sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found BO erronedus ; thence by just event 
Found so unfortunate: nevertheless. 970 

Restor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance , hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are risen, 975 

Tending to idme relief of our eidremes, 
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Or f'nd; though sharp and sad, yet tolerable. 

As in oiir eyils , and of easier choice. 

If care of our descent perplex us most, 

Which mast be born to certain woe, devoured 980 

By death at last; and miserable it ii, 

To be to others cause of mbery. 

Oar own begotten, and of our loins to bring 

Into this cursed world a woeful race, 

That after wretched life must be at last 985 

Food for so foul a monster; in thy power 

It lies, yet ere conception to preyent 

The mob nnblest, to being yet unbegot. 

Childless thou art, childless remain: so Deat 

Shall be deceiT*d his glut, and with us two 990 

Be forc'd to satisfy his ravenous maw. 

But if thou judge it hard and difficult. 

Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 

From love's d«e rites, nuptial embraces sweet; 

And with desire to languish without hope, 995 

Before the present object languishing 

With like desire ; which would be misery 

And torment less than none of what we dread ; 

Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 

From what we fear for both, let us make short, 1000 

Let us seek Death; or, he not found, supply 

With our own hands his office on ourselves: 

Why stand we longer shivering under fears. 

That show no end but death , and have the power, 

Of many ways to die the shortest cboOsing, 1005 

Dejitmcttoil with destruction to destroy P 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest; so much of death bar thoughts 
Had entectainM, as dy'd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam with such counsel nothing 8way*d, 1010 

To better hopes his more attentive mind 
LabVing had raisM; and thus to Eve replied i 

^ Eve , thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sdbtime 
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns; 1015 

But self-destruction therefore sought, reRites 
That excellence thought in thee; and implies. 
Not thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For lods of life and pleasure overlov'd. 
Or if thou covet death, os utmost end 1020 

Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounced ; doubt not but CM 
Hath wi^lier armM his vengeful ire, ^an so 
To be forestalled; much more I fear lestc death,. 
So snatch'd, will not exempt us from the pain 1025 
We are by doom to pay ; rather , siKh acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us live : then let us seek 
Some safer resolution , which methtnks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed 1030 

Part of our sentepce, that thy seed shall btuist 
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The serpent^s head; piteoiM amends! nnless 

Be meaat, whom I conjectore, oar grand foe, 

Satan; i^ho, in the serpent, hath contriyM 

ibniinst na thiia^deceit : to cruah his head 1035 

Wonld be roTenge indeed! which will be lost 

By Aath brought on ourseWet, or childless days 

ResolT*d, ai thou proposest; so o'<ir foe 

Shall *scape his pnnighment ordain'd, and we 

Instead shall doable oors upon oar heads. 1040 

No more be mentioned then of yiolence 

Against onrselTes; and wilful barrenness 

Inat cuts us off from hope ; and saTourii onlj 

Rancour and pride, impatience and deipite^ 

Reluctance against God and hfo just yoke 1045 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 

And gracious temper he both heard , and judged. 

Without wrath or reviling; we expected 

Immediate dissolution, which we thought 

Was meant by death that day; when, lo! to thee 1050 

Pains only in child-bearing were foretold. 

And bringing forth; soon reeompensM with joy, 

Fruit of thy womb : on me the curse aslope 

Glanc'd on the ground; with labour I must earn 

My bread; what harm? Idleness had been worse; 1055 

My labour will sustain me; and, lest cold 

Or heat should injure us, his timely care 

Hath, unbesought, provided; and his hands 

ClothM us unworthy, pitying while he judg'd; 

How much more , if we pray him , will his ear 1060 

Be open , and his heart to pity incline. 

And teach us (urdier by what means to shm 

Th' inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow? 

Which now the sky, with various face, begint 

To show us in this mountain; while the winds 1065 

Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 

Of these fair spreading trees, which bids us seek 

Some better shroud, some better warmth to dierish fj 

Our limbs benumm'd, ere this diurnal star 

Leave cold the night, how we his gathered beams 1070 

Reflected may with matter sere foment; 

Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 

The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 

Justling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock. 

Tine &e slant lightning; whose thwart iSafne driv'n 

down, 1075 

Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine. 
And sends a comfortable heat from fieir, 
Which mig^t supply the sun: such Are to use, 
And what may dse be remedy or cure 
To evils which our own misdeeds have wrought, 1080 
He will Instruct us praying, and of grace 
Beseeching him; so as we need not fear 
To pass commodiously this Kfe,^ sustained 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dust, omr final reft and nattve home. 1085 

H 
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What better can we do , tban, to the place 

Repairing where ho judg^M at, prostrate faU 

Before him rererent; and there confess 

Humbly onr faolts, and pardon beg; with tears « 

Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 1090 

Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign * 

Of sorrow unfeigned, and humiiiation meek? 

.Undoubtedly he will relent , and turn 

From his "displeasure; in whofie look serene. 

When angry most he seemM and most soTers^ 1096 

What else but feiTonr, grace, and mercy, dioae?' 

So spake onr father penitent; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse: .hey, forthwith to the plane 
Repairinr where he judg'd them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent; and both confessed 1100 

Unmbly their faults, and pardon begg'd; with tears 
Waterlog the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow niifeign'd, and huaiiiiation meek. 

% 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



The Son of God preoentt U hio Father the prafforo of our ftrU 
parenf now repenting , and intercedes for theni: God acceptm 
them , bvX declare* that they mutt no longer abide in Paradise ; 
sends Michaet' with a band of Cherubim to dispossess them ; bvX 
first to revoal to Adam future things: MichaePs coming down, 
Adam shows to Eve certcUn ominous signs ; he discerns MiehaeVo 
approach ; goes out to meet him : the Angel denounces their depar- 
ture, Hue's lamenUUion. Adam pleads^ but submits: the- Angel 
leads him up to a high hill; sets before him in vision what shall 
happen tUl the flood. 



Tnvs they, in lowliest plight, repentant stood 

Praying; for from the mercy-seat aboye 

Prevenient grace descending had remov'd 

The stony from dieir hearts, and made new flesh 

Regenerate grow instead ; that sighs now breathM B 

Unutterable; which the Spirit of prayer 

Inspired, and winged for heav'n with speedier flight 

Than londest oratory j yet their port 

Not of mean suitors; nor imporlant less 

Seem'd their petition, than when th' ancient pair 10 

In fables old, less ancient ye than ihese, 

Pencalion and chaste Pyrrfaa, to restore 

The race of mankind drown'd , before the shrine 

Of Themia stood devout To heaVn their prayers 

Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by euTioas winds 15 

Blown TBgabond or fm»trate: in they passM 

Dimensionless through heav'oly doont ; then clad 
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With inceate, where the goldoi altar foni'd^ 

By their great Intercessor, came in sight 

Before the Father^s throne: them the glad Son 20 

Presenting, thus tu intercede hegan: 

*See, Father, what first-frait8 on earth are spmog 
From thy implanted grace in man; these sight 
And pray'rs, which in 'this golden censer, mix'd 
With incense, I thy priest before thee bring; 25 

Froitt of more pleasing savour, from thy seed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 
Which, his own hand manuring, all the trees 
Of Paradise could hare produced, ere fallen 
FVom innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 30 

To supplication; hear his siglis« tliaugh mute; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him; me, his adirocate 
And propitiatiun ; all his works on me, 
€rood, or not good, ingraft; my merit those 35 

Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 
Accept me; and, in me^ from these receiTO 
The smell of peace toward mankind ; let him live 
Before thee reconcird , at least his days 
Numbered , though sad; till death, his doom (which I 40 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reTerse), 
To better life shall yield him: where with me 
All my redeemM may dwell in joy and bliss; 
Made one with me, as I with thee am one.' 

To whom the Father, without cloud, serene: 45 

*A11 thy request for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain; all thy request was my decree: 
But, longer in that Paradise to dwell. 
The law I gave to nature him forbids: 
Those pure immortal dements that know 50 

Net groM) no nnhannonious mixture foul. 
Eject him, tainted now; and purge him oflf, 
As a distemper, gross, to air as gross. 
And mortal food ; as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin , that first 55 

Distempered all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I, at firet, with two fair gifts 
Created him endowed ; with happiness, 
And immortality: that fondly lost, 

Thb other servM but to eternize woe; 60 

Till I provided deadi: so death becomes 
His final remedy; and, after life. 
Tried in sharp tribulation, and refin'd, 
By futh and faithfful works, to second life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the Just, 65 

Resigns him up with heav'n and earth renewed. 
But let us call to synod all the blest, 
Through heav'n's wide bounds: from them I will not hide 
My judgements; how with mankind I proceed. 
As how widi peccant angels late they saw, 70 

And in their state, though firm, stood more confimi'd.' 

He ended, and the Son gave signal high 

U 2 
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To the bright nunister that watched; he blew 

His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 

When God descended, and perhaps once more 75 

To sound at general doom. Th' angelic blast 

FiiI'd all the regions: from their blissful bowers 

Of amaranthine shade, fountain or spring, 

By the waters of life, where'er they sat 

In fellowships of joy , the sons of light 80 

Hasted, resorting to the summons high; 

And took th«r seats; till from his throne supreme 

Th* Almighty thus pronounced his sovran will: 

*0 sons, like one of ns man is become 
To know both good and eyil « since his taste 85 

Of that defended fruit; Jmt let him boast 
His knowledge of «70od lost, and evil got; 
Happier, had it sufficed him to haTo laiown 
€rood by itself, and evil not at all. 
He sorrows now, repents, and prays contrite, 90 

My motions in him; longer than they move, 
His heart 1 know, how variable and vain. 
Self-left Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach also of the tree of life, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream at least to live 95 

For ever, to remove him I decree. 
And send him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil. 
Michael, this my behest have then in charge; 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 100 

Thy choice of flaming warriors , lest the fiend, 
Or in behalf of man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble raise: 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God 
Without reniorjie drive out lliu sinful j>tiir; 105 

From hallo^v tl jacrdnncl th* Tiiilioly; anil denounce 
To them, and ti> their proget^y, from thence 
Perpetual bani^itimcnt. Vet , lc«t they fdLit 
At the sad eei]teni:e rij^orousty iir^M 
(For I behold ^hem soften'd , nnd with tcar» 110 

Bewailing their cscee?!), hU terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding thej obey. 
Dismiss thein not didcoti^otato ; reveal t « 

To Adam wii»t i^hall come hi fat u re daySp 
As I shall thtse t^nll^htcn^ inCermf^ 115 

My covenant in the wnojan^d se<id renewed ; 
So send them Unilu tlmit^li ^orroin inj?, yet in peace: 
And on the erii^t side of Ike garden pla-i-e. 
Where entninr^c up f^rnm £dt;ii en^fo?it c|imhi3f 
Cherubic wutch ; and of a sword the fliMiie 120 

Wide-waving; nM ,ip^i roach far off to (Vightp 
And guard nil pa^^agc to the tree of lifa ; 
lisst ParadiiHC a rceeplacte prove 
To spirits foul, ami atl wiy treea thfir prey; 
With whose ^ti>rn fmlt niiin onre more to delude. 125 

He ceas*d ; Eind ih* arrhangetU; pow'r prepiir'd 
For swift descend i witli liim the cohort bright 
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Of watchfal Cherabtm : four foces each 

Had , like a donble Janus ; all their shape 

Spangled with eyes ii|pre numeroug than those 130 

Of Argus, and more unikefnl than to drowse, 

Charm'd with Arcadian** pipe, the pastoral reed 

Of Heroaes, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 

To re-salute the world with sacred light, 

Leucothea wak'd , and with fresh dews emhabn^d 135 

The earth; when Adam and first matron Eye 

Had ended now their orisons, and found 

Strength added from above; new hop^ to mrbg 

Out of despair; joy, but with fear yet^link'o; 

Which thus to Uto his welcome words renewed s l40 

^Ere, easily may faith admit, that alL 
The good which we enjoy from heav'n descends | 
But, that from us aught should ascend to heaTen 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-blest, or to incline hb will, 145 

Hard to belief may seem; yet this will prayer. 
Or one short sigh of human breath , upborne 
Ev'n to the seat of God. For since I sought 
By pray'r th* offended Deity to appease; 
Kneerd, and before him hundiiled all my heart; 150 
Mcthought I saw him placable and mild. 
Bending his ear; persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour; peace returned 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise onr foe; 155 
Which, then not minded in dismay, yet iraw 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is past, and we shall live. Whence hail to tibee, 
Eve rightly cair4, mother of all mankind, 
Mother of all things living, since by thee 160 

Man is to live; and all things live for man.' 

To whom thus Eve vnth sad demeanour metki 
*I11- worthy I such title should belong 
To we transgressor; who, for thee erdain'd 
A help , becan|3 thy snare; to me reproach 165 

Bather belongs, distrust, and all disipraise: 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I , who first brought death on all , am gxacM 
The source of life ; tiext favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to entitle me vouchsafst, 170 

Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us, now with sweat imposed. 
Though after sleepless night; for see! the umib^ 
All nnconcem'd with out* unrest, begins - 
Her rosy progress smiling : let us forth ; 175 

I never from thy side henceforth to stray, 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now enjoin'd 
Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell. 
What can be toilsome in these pleasant walks? . 
Here let us live, though in tMn state, content' 180 

So spake, so wish'd much-humbled Eve; but fate 
Snbfcrib'd not: natove fitst gave tigof , impresa'd 



17t PARADISE LOST. Book XI . 

On bird , beast , air ; air suddenly eclipsM, 

After short blotii of mom; nigh in her sight 

The bird of Jove, stotnp'd from his aery tour, 185 

Two birds of gayest plume before liim drove ; 

Down from a hill the beast that reigns in woods. 

First hunter then, pursu'd a gentle brace, 

Goodliest of all the forest, hart and hind; 

Direct to th' eastern gate was bent their flight. 190 

Adam obsery'd, and with his eye the chase 

Pursuing, not uumov'd, to Ere thus spake: 

*0 Eve, some further change awaits us nigh, 
Which IIeaY*ii , by thet«e mute signs in nature , shows 
Forerunners of his purpose ; or to warn 195 

Us, haply too secure, of our discharge 
From penalty, because from death releas'd 
Some days: how long, and what till then our life. 
Who knows? or more than this, that we are dust, 
And thither mueit return , and be no more ? 20O 

Why else ^is double object in our sight 
Of flight pnrsuM in th' air, and o'er the ground. 
One way the self-fMime hour? why in the east 
Darkness ere day*s mid-course, and morning-light 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 205 

O'er the blue firmamrat a radiant white, 
And slow deshends with something heaVnly fraught?* 

He errM not; for by this the heay'nly bandi 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 

In Paradise, and on a hHl made halt; 210 ^ 

A glorious apparition, had not doubt 

And carnal fear that day dimm*d Adam's eye. ^ 

Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw • 
The field pavilionM with his guardians brigftt; 215 

Nor that, Which on the flaming mount appeared 
In Dothan, covered with a camp of fire. 
Against the Syrian king, who to surprise 
One man, assassin like, had levied war, 
Wat unproclaim^d. The princely hierarcb 220 

In their bright stand there left his pow'rs, to seise 
Possession of the gardefi; he alone. 
To find where Adam shelter^, took hi^ way, 
Not unpcrceiv'd of Adam ; who to Eye, 
While the great visitant approached , tints spake : ~ 225 

'Eve, now expect g^at tidings, which perhapt ( 

Of us will soon determine, or impose i 

New laww to be observed ; for I descry, 

From yonder blazing cloud that 'veils the hill, | 

One of the heav'niy host; and, by his gait, 290 

None of the incanest; some great potentate, 
Or of the thrones above; such majesty 
Invests him eoming! yet not terrible, 
That I should fear; nor sociably mild. 
As Raphael, that I should much confide; 2dS 

But solemn and sublime ,* whom not to offend. 
With revereiiBe I must meet, 4MmI than retire.' 
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He ended ; and th' Archangel soon dreir. nigh. 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; orer his lacid arms j^ 

A military -vest of purple iiowM, 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce; Iris had dipt the woof; 
Hii starry helm unbuckled showed him prime 245 

In manhood where youth ended; by his sidc^ 
As in a glist'ring zodiac, hung the sword, 
Satan^s dire dread; apd in his hand the spear. 
Adam bowM low; he, kingly, from his state 
Ibclin'd not, but his coming thus dcclarM: 259 

* Adam , heav'n^s high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient tliat thy pray'rs are heard ; and death. 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress. 
Defeated of his seizure many days 
Criv'n thee af grace ; wherein ^hou mayst repent, 255 
And one bad act with many deeds well done * 

Mayst cover: yireU may then iky Lord, appeas'd, 
Redeem thee quite from death^s rapacious claim; 
But longer in ibis Paradise to dwell 
Permits not: to remove thee I am come, ^ 260 

And send thee from the garden forth to till ^ 
The ground whence thou wast taken, fitter ml.* 

He added not; for Adam at the news 
Heart-struck with chilling g^ipe of sorrow stood. 
That all his sensas bound; £Te, who unseen 265 

l^et all had heard, with audible lament 
DiscoverM soon the place of her retire. 

^O unexpected stroke, worse than of death 1 
Mu8t I t^iis leave, thee. Paradise^ thus leave 
Thee, native soil! these happy walks and shades, 270 
Fit haunt of gods ? where I had hope to spend, 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day ^ 

That must be mortal to us both. O flowers. 
That never will in other climate grow, 
My, early visitation , and my last 275 

At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye names! 
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from th^ ambrosial fount? 
Thee lastly, nuptial bow*r! by me adorn'd 280 

With what to sight or smell was sweet ! from &ee 
How shall I part, and whither wander down * ^ 

Into a lower world; to this obscure 
And wild ? how shall we breathe in other air 
Less pure, accustomM to immortal fruits?' 285. 

"Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild: 
^Lament not. Eve, but patiently resign 
What justly thou hast lost , nor set thy heart. 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine: 
Thy going is not lonely; with ihee goes 290 

Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think thore thy native soil.* 
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Adam , by Ihb from the cold vaddea damp 
Recovering, and his ficatterM spirits vetnni'dy 
To Michael thus his hamblo words addressed : f9S 

* Celestial, whetli^ among the thrones, or Bam'd 
Of them the highest; for such of shape may seem 
Prince above princes ! gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling wovndy 
And in performing end us; what- besides 800 

Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair, 
Oar frailty ^an anstain, tbj tidings bring, 
Departure from this happy plaee, oar swwi 
Recess , and only oonsolation left 

Familiar to oar eyes! all places else §09 

Inhospitable appear, and desolate; 
Nor knowing as, nor known: and, if by prayer 
Incessant I coald hope to change the will 
Of hiu who all things can , I would not cease 
To weary him with my fissidaoos cries; 310 

But pray*r against hb ab folate decree 
No more avails tha% breMlh against the wind. 
Blown stifling back on him t£it breathes it forth: 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afflicts me, that, departing henoe, 815 

As from hss face I shall be hid, deprived 
His blessin coont'nauoe; here 1 could freqaent 
With worship place by place wherp he Toof&saf*d 
Presence Dlnne; and to my sons relate, 
*^0n this mount he appeared; under this tree 820 

Stood visible; among these pines his voice 
I heard; here with him at this foontaiii taUc'd:'' 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of grassy turf, aDd pile ap every stone 
Of lustre from the bro6k, m memory, 825 

« Or monument to ages ; and thereon 
Offer sweet-smelling gums, and fruits, and flowen : 
In yonder nether world where shall I seek 
His bright appearances, or foot-step trace? 
For though I fled him angry, yet, recali'd 830 

To life prolong'd and promised race , I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 
Of glory; and llai^ oif his steps adore,' 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign: 
*Adam, thou know'st heaven his, and all the earfli; 835 
Not this rock only; his omnipresence fills 
. LaiA, sea, and air, and every kind that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual pow*r and warni'd: 
All th' earth he gave thee to possess and ruk^ 
No despicable gift; surmise not then 340 

His presence to these narrow bounds confin^ 
Of Paradise, or Eden: this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence fa<d spread 
All generadoos; and had hither come 
From all the ends of th' earth, to celebrate t 345 

And reverence thee, their great progenitor. 
But thb pre^enineQce^ thou hast lost, brought down 
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To dwell on 9(ftn pound now with Ay^ m 

Yet- donbt not but in Talley, and in plain. 

God is , 88 here , and will be found alike 

Freeent ; and of his pRsence many a sign 

Still following thee, still compassing thee ronnd 

With goodness and paternal loTe, his ftlce 

Express , and of his steps the track divine. 

Which diat thon mayst believe , and be eonfirm'd 355 

Ere thon from hence depart; know, I am sent * 

To show thee what shall come in future days 

To thee, and to thy offspring: good with bad 

Expect to hear; supernal grace contending 

Wtth sinfulness of ftien ; thereby to learn 360 

True patience , and to ^mper joy with fear 

And pious sonow; equally inurM 

By moderation either state to bear, 

Prosperous or adverse: so shalt thon lead 

Safest thy life, and best preparM endure 365 

Thy mortal passage when it comes. 'Ascend 

This hill ; let Eve (f(« I have dreachM her eyes) 

Here sleep below, wlnle thou to foresight wak'st; 

As once thou slept'st, while she to life was form'd.* 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied : 370 

* Ascend, I follow thee, safe guide, the path 
Thou lead'fi^ me; and to the hand of Heav'n submit, ^ 
However chastening; to the evil turn 
My obvious breast; arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labour won, 375 

If so I may attain.* So both ascend 
In the visions of God. It was a hill. 
Of Paradise the highest; from whose top 
The hemisphere of earth, in clearest ken, 
Stretch'd out to th* amplest reach of prospect lay. 380 
Not higher that hill , nor wider lookinsr round. 
Whereon, for different cause, the temjkr set 
Our second Adam, in the wilderness; 
To show him all ear^^s kingdoms , and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever stood 385 

City of old or modern fame, tho seat 
Of mightiest empire, from the destined wi^s 
Of Cambala, seat of C)|thaian Can, 
And Samarohand by Oxns, Temir's throne, 
To Paquin of Sinaean kings; and thence 300 

To Agra and Labor of Great Mogul, 
Down to the Golden Chersonese; or where; 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 
In Hispahan ; or where Uie Russian ksar 
In Mosoo; or the snltui in^Bizance, 395 

Torehestan^bom; nor could his eye not ken 
Th' empire of Keguf to his utmost port 
Ereoeo, and the less^ maritime kings 
Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Mellnd, 
And SofidR, thought Ophir, to the realm 400 

Of Congo , and Angola farthest south ; 
Or thamse Iram Niger flood to Atl» 
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The kingdonii of Aiimuisor , Fez and Sim» 
Morocco, and Algiors, and Treroisen; 
On Europe thence , and inhere Rome wae to svay 405 
The world: in spirit perhaps he also saw 
Rich xMexIco , the seat of Montczome, 
And Cnsco in Peru, the richer seat 
Of Atahalipa; and yet unspoil'd 

Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sods 410 

CaH El Dorado. But to nobler sights 
Mi(.hael from Adam*s eyes the film remov'd, 
* Which that false fruit that promisM clearer sight 
Had bred ; then pnrgM with euphrasy and me 
The visual nerve, for he had much -to 8cc; 415 

And from the weU of life three ^rops instilled. 
So deep the pow'r of these ingredients pierced, 
E*en to th' inmost seat of mental sight. 
That Adam, new enforced to close his eyes. 
Sunk down, and all his spirits became entranc'd; 420 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon raisM, and his attention ;thus recaird: 

^Adam , now ope thine eyes ; and first behold 
Th' effects, which thy original crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from thee; who never tonch'd 425 
Til' excepted tree; nor with the snake conspir'd; 
If or sinn'd thy sin ; yet from that sin derive 
Corruption, to bring forth more violent deedt.' 

His eyes he opened , and beheld a field. 
Part arable and tilth , whereon were sheaves 430 

New-reap'd; the other part sheep-walks and folds; 
r th* midst an altar as the land-maik slood^ 
Rustic, of grassy sord; thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sheaf, 435 
Uncnird , as came to hand; a shepherd next, 
More meek, canft with the firstlings of his flock. 
Choicest and best ; then , sacriicing , laid 
The inwardtf and their fiit, with incense strewM 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites performM: 440 
His offering soon propitious fire from heaven 
Consnm*d wi^ nimble glance, and* grateful steam; 
The other's not, for his was no^ sincere; 
Whereat he inly rag'd , and , as they talk'd. 
Smote him into the midriff with a stone 445 

That beat ont life; he fell; and, deadly pale, 
Groan'd ont his soul with gushing blood effused. 
Much at that sight was Adam in his heart 
Dismayed , and thus in haste to th* Angel cried : 

^O teacher, lome great mischief hath befall*n 450 
To that meek man, who well had sacrificed; 
Is piety thus and pnre devotion paid?' 

T' whom Michael thus, he also mov'd, replied s 
^These two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Ont of thy loins ; th' unjust the just hath slain, 455 
For envy that his broker's offering found 
Fram heav'o acceptance; but the bloody £sic| 
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Will be ayeog'd ; and thT other^s faith , approvM, • 
Lose no reward ; though hcie thou nee him '^die, 
Rolling itt dust and gore.' To which our sire: 460 

'Alas ! both for the deed , and for the caase I 
Rut have I now seen death ? Is this the way 
I mnst return to native dust? O sight 
Of terror, foul and ^gly to behold, 
Horrid to think, liow horrible to feci!' - 465 

To whom tffhs Michael: ^ Death thou hast se^n 
In his first shape on man; bq^ many shapes 
Of death, and many are tlie ways that lead 
To his grim caye, all dismal; yet to sense 
More terrible at th' entrance, thnn within. 470 ' 

Some, as thou saw*it, by yioleot stroke shall die; 
Ry fire, flood, famine, by intemp'rance more 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth shall bring 
Diseases dire, of whidi a monstrous crew 
Refore thee shall appear; that thou mayst know 475 * 
What misery th' inabstinence of Eve 
Shall bring on men.' Immediately a* place 
Refore his eyes appear'd, sad, noiionie, dark; 
A lazar-hoiise it seem'd ; wherein wore laid 
Numbers of all diseased; all maladies 480 

Of gh^tly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-sick agony, all fevArous kinds, 
ConTulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colic pangs, 
Demoniac phrensy, moping melancholy, 485 

And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy, 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence. 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheums. 
Dire was the tossing , deep die groans ; Despafar 
Tended the sick busiest from couch to couch ; 490 

And orer them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to strike, thoogh oft invoked 
With TowSy as their chief g<«od, and final lope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey'd behold? Adam could not, but wept, 495 

Though not of woman bom; compassion queU'd 
His best of man , and gave him up to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts re^trainM excess; 
And,fM)arce recovering words, his plaiot renew'd: 
* *0 miserable mankind , to what fall 500 

Degraded, to what wretdied state reserved! 
Better end*here unborn. Why is life givea 
To be thus wrested from us? rather, why 
Obtruded on us thus.? who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 505 

Life o0eK*d, or soon beg to lay it down; 
Glad to be so dismissed in peace. Can thus 
Th' fmage of God in man, created once 
So goo<lly and erect, though faulty mnce. 
To such unsightly sufferings be debased 510 

Under inhuman pains? why shooUl not man,^ 
Retaining still difw wulitode 
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And, for his Maker's image «ake, exempt?' 

* Their Maker's inage,' aii8wer*d Michad, ^ttnea 515 
Forsook them, when themselves they Tilified 
To serve ungoTeni'd appetite; ami took 
His image whom they serv'd, a hmdsh Tioe» 
Indactive mainly to the sin of £yei» 
Therefore so abject is their punishment 520 

lAafifi^nie not God's likeness » but their Am; 
Or if his likeness, by thevselves defiic'd; 
While they pervert pore natnse*s healthfnl raloi 
, To loathsome sickness; worthily, since they 
God^s unage did not reverence in fliemselTet.* 5S5 

^I yield it just,' said Adam, 'and snbmit. 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages , how we may come 
To death, and mix with oar connatural dust?* 
' 'There is,^ said Michael, 'If thou weU observe 630 
The rule of Not too much by temp'rance taug^ 
In what tbon eat* A and drink'st; seeking from thence 
Due nourishment, n^ gluttonous delight, 
Till many years over thy head return: 
So mayst thou live; till^ like ripe fruit, thou drop 535 
Into thy mother's lap ; or be with ease , 

GatherM , not harshly plud^'d ; for death mature: 
This is old age; but then, tl^u must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, ihj beauty; which will change 
To withered , weak , and gray ; thy senses then, 540 

Obtuse , all taste of pleasure must forego. 
To what thou hast ; and for the air of youth. 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry. 
To weigh thy spirits down , and last consume 545 

The balm of life.' To whom our ancestor: 

'Henceforth 1 fly not death, nor would prolong 
life mudi;*bent rather, how I may be quit. 
Fairest and easiest, of this cumbrous charge; 
Which I must keep till my appointed day 550 

Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution,' Michael replied: 

'Qf or love thy life , nor hate ; but what shou liv'st 
Live well;, how long, or short, permit to Heaveif: 
And now prepare thee for another siffht.' 5^ 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plam, whereon 
WerQ tents of various hues; by some, were derds* 
Of cattle grazing; others, whence the sound . 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime, 
Was heard, of harp and organ; and who mov'd^ 560 
Their stops and chords was seen; hb volant touch 
Instinct through all proportions, low and high. 
Fled and pursu'd transverse the resonant fugue. 
In ether part stood one who^ Itt the foige 
Laboring, two massy clods of iron and brass 565 

Had melted (whether found where cainal fire 
Had waa^d woods on OMmnttiB or in vale, : 
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Down to tfie Teint of eartli ; thence glidtng hot 

To some caWs month ; or whether wash'd by stream 

From nndergronnd) ; the liquid ore he drain'd 570 

Into fit moulds prepared; from which he formM 

First hif own toob; then, what might else be wrought 

Fnsil or graVn in metal. After these, 

But on the hither side, a different sort 

From the high neighboring hills, which was thdrseat, 575 

llown to the plain descended; by their gaise 

Just men they seem'd , and nil their stndy bent 

To worship God aright, and know his works 

Not hid; nor those things last, which might preserve 

Freedom and peace to men: they on the plain 560 

Long had not walked, when from the tents, behold! 

A bevy of fair women , richly gay. 

In gems and wanton dress; to th' ha^p they sung 

Soft amorous ditties^ and in dance came on: 

The men, though grave, eyMlhem; and let their eyes 585 

Rove without rein; tiU, in the amorous net 

iPast caught, they lik'd; and each his liking chose ^ 

And now of love they treat, till th' evening star, 

Love's harbinger, appeared; then, all in heat. 

They li^it tM nuptial torch , and bid invoke 590 

Hymen, then first to marriage rites Invok'd: 

IVith feast and music all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview, and foir event 

Of love and youth not lost, songs, garlands, flowers, 

And charming symphonies, attached the heart 595 

Of Adam , soon iocUnM t* admit delight. 

The bent of nature ; which he thus exprem*d : 

^True opener of mine eyes, prime An|^ blest; 
Much better seems this vision , and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past; 600 
Those were of bate and death, or pain much worse; 
Here nature seems fulfilled in all her ends.' 

To whom tims Michael: ^Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet| 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 605 

Holy and pore, conformity divine. 
Those ten to thou saw'st so pleasant, were the teoto 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his lArother; stodious they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rare; 610 

Unmindfnl of their Maker, thongh his Spirit 
Taught them; but tliey his gifts acknowledged none. 
^Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget; 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem'd- 
Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay, 615 

Yet empty of all good, wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful appetttice, to sing, to dance. 
To dress, and troll the toni^e, tmd roll the eye* 620 
To these that sober race of men , whose lives 
Religious titled them the sons of God, ^ 
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Shall yield up all thwr tirtue, all thcnr feme 
Igw>b^, to the trains and to the smiles 
Of these fair atheists; and now svrim in joy, 625 

Ere long to swim at large; and laugh, for which 
The world ere long a world of tears mast weep.' 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft: 
^O pity and shame, that they, who to live well 
Entered so lair, should turn as^ide to tread 630 

Paths indu'ect, or in the mid way faint I 
But still I see the tenour of man's woe 
Holds on the same, from woman to begin.' 

^Frem man^s efTeminate slackness it b^ins.' 
Said th' Angel, 'who should better hold his place 635 
By wisdom, and superior gifts recetT*d. 
But now prepare thee for another scene.' 

He looked, and |aw wide territory ^^pread 
Before him , towns, and rural works between ; 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, 640 

Concourse in arms, fierce faces threatening wsr. 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprise; 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steed. 
Single or in array of battle rang'd 
Both horse and foot, nor idly must'ring stood; 645 

One way a band select from forage drives 
A herd of beeves , fair oxen and fair Idne, 
From a fat meadow giomid; or fieeey flodc. 
Ewes and their bleating lambs orer the plain. 
Their booty; scarce with life the diepherds fly, 650 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray; 
With cruel tournament the squadrons join ; 
Where cattle pastur'd late ^ now scattered lies 
With carcasses and, arms th' eosangoinM field, 
Deserted : others to a city strong ^ 655 

Lay siege, encamp'd; by battery, scale, and mine, 
Assaulting; others from the wall defend 
With dart and javelin , stones , md sulphurous fire ; ' 
On each hand slaughter, and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the scepter'd heralds call 660 

To council, in the city-gates; anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd. 
Assemble, and harangues are heard f but soon. 
In factious opposition; till at last 

Of middle age one rising , eminent 665 

In wise deport, spdce much of right and wrong, 
Of justice , of religion, truth, and peace, 
And judgment from above : him M and young ^ 

Exploded, and had seiz'd with violent hands; 
Had not a chmd descending oiateh'd him thence, 670 
Unseen amid the throng: so violence 
Proceeded, and oppression, and sword-law. 
Through all the plain , and refnge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting tum'd full sad : ^ O what are these, ^ 675 
Death's ministers, not men? who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
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Ten thoniandfold tke sin of bim who slew 

His brother: for of whom such massacre 

Make they , but of their brethren; men of men? 680 

But who was that just man , Whom had not HeaTon 

Rescaei , had in his righteousness been lost ?' 

To whom thus JUidiael; 'These are the proddct 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw'st; 
Where good with bad were matdi^d, who of themselTOs 685 
Abhor to join; and, by imprudence mix'd, 
Produce prodigious births of body or mind. 
Such were these giants , men of high renown; 
For in those days might only shsU be admired. 
And ralonr and heroic virtue calVd; 690 

To OTercome in battle, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slanghter , shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory; and for glory done 
Of triumph , to be styled great conqnerorf, 695 

Patrons of mankind, gods, and scAs of gods; 
Destroyers rightlier call'd , and plagues of men« 
Thus fame shall be achieved, senown on earth; 
And what most merits fame in silence hid. 
Bq^ he, the sev'nth from thee, whom thou bdield'stTOO 
The only righteous in a world perverse, 
Aid therefore hated, therefore so beset 
With foes, for daring single to be just» 
And utter odious trnth, that God would come 
To judge them with his saints : him the Most High 705 
Rapt in a balmy cloud with winged steeds 
Did, as thou saw'st, receive, Ui walk with Gbd 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss. 
Exempt from death; to show thee what reward 
Awaits the 'good ; the rest what punii^hment ; 710 

Which now direct thine eyes and soon behold.' 

He look'd, and saw the face of things quite changed ; 
The brazen throat of war had ceasM to roar; 
All now was tum'd to jollity and game, 
To' luxury and riot, feast and dance; 715 

Marrying or prostituting, as befel. 
Rape or adultery , where passing fair 
Allur'd them; thence from cups to civil broils. 
At length a reverend sire among them came, 
And of their doings great dislike declarM, 720 

And testified against their ways; he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met, 
Triumphs or festivals; and to them preachM 
Conversion and repentance, as to souls 
hi prison , under judgements imminent : 725 

But all in vain : j^ich when he saw , he ceas'd 
Contending, andVKov'd his tents far off; 
Then, from t^ mountain hewing timber tall. 
Began to builiRi vessel of huge bulk; 
Measured by cubit, length, and breadth, and highth ; 780 
SmearM round with pitch ; and in the side a door 
Contrived; and of provisions laid in large, 
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For man and tieast: when lo, a wonder etrange! 

Of everjr beast, and bird, and insect small, 

Game seT'ns , «nd pairn ; and enterM in as taught 735 

Their €rder : last the sirtf and his three sons, 

With their four wives; and God made fast the door. 

Meanwhile the south- wind rose , and , with black wing^ 

Wide-hovering, all the clouds together drove 

From under heaven; the hilb to their supply 740 

Yapour, and exhalation dusk and moist. 

Sent up amain ; and now the thickeuM sky 

Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rnsh'd the raia 

Impetuous; and ooBtinocd, till the earth 

No more was seen : the floating vessel swum 745 

Uplifted , and secure wffh beaked prow 

Bode tilting o'er the waves; all dwellings else 

Flood overwhelmed, and them with all their pomp 

Deep under water roU'd; sea covered sea. 

Sea without sl^e; and in their palaces, 750 

Where luxury late re%nM , sea-monsters whelp'd 

And stabled; of mankind, so numerous late. 

Air left, in one small bottom swum imbark'd. 

How didst thou grievo Aen, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy offspring, end so sad, )55 

Depopulation! Thee another flood. 

Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drown'd, • 

And sunk thee as thy sons; till, gently rearM 

By th' Anget, on thy feet thou stood'fit at last. 

Though comfortless; as when a father raonms 760 

Hb children, all in view destroy'd at once; 

And scarce to th* Angel utter'dst thus thy plaints 

* visions ill foreseen ! better had I 
liv'd* ignorant of future ! so had borne 
BIy part of evil only, each day's lot 765 

Enough to bear; those now, that were dispeiis'd 
The burd'n of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thought that they must be. Let no man seek 770 
Henceforth to be foretold, what shall befall 
Him or his children; evil he may be sure, 
Which nether his foreknowing can prevent; 
And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance feel, 775 

Grievous to bear: but that care now is past, 
Man is net whom to warn: those few escaped 
Famine and anguish will at last consume, 
Wand'rlng that watry desert: I had hope. 
When violence was ceas'd , and war on earth, 780 

All would have then gone well ; peac^^uldhavecrown'd 
With length of happy days the raceVPman; 
But I was flEir deceiv'd ; for now I see ^ 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to wasR. 
How comet it thus ? unfold , cdestial guide, 785 - 

And whether here the race of man wul end.' 

To whom thuiMichad: ^ Those, whomkst thoa saw'st 
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In triumph and laxarions wealth, are thej 

First seen in acts of prowess enlhient 

And great exploiA , bfH of true Tirtue vo|l ; 790 

Who, baling spilt much blood and done mnch waste 

Subduing nations, and adiievM thereby 

Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey. 

Shall change their course to pleasure , ease , and sli^th, 

Snrfmt, wSi last; till wantonness and pride 795 

liaise out of fnendship hostile deeds In peace. 

The conquered also , and enslaved by war, 

Shall, with their freedom lost, all Tirtoe lose 

And fear of God ; from whom their piety feign'd 

In sharp cont^t of battle foand no aid 800 

Against invaders; therefore, coi^'d in zeal, 

Thenceforth shall practise how to- live secure^ 

Worldly or dissolute , on what tfieir lords 

Shall leare them to enjoy ; for th* earth shall bear 

More than enough, that temp'rance may be tried: 805 

So all shall turn degoierate, all deprat'd; 

Justice and temp Vance, truth and ^ith, forgot v- 

One man except , .the only son of light 

In a dark age, against example good, 

Against allurement, custom, and a world 810* 

Ollended: fearless of nsproach and scorn, 

Or Tioience, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admonish; and before them set 

The paths of r^^eoosness, how much more safe ' 

And full of peace; denouncing wrath to eome 815 

On their impenitence; and shall return 

Of them derided, but of God ob^err'd 

The one just man alive; by hts command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheld^st. 

To sare himself, and household, from amidst 820 

A world devote to univeriial wrack. 

No sooner he , with them of mtui and beast 

Select for life, shall in the ark be lodg*d. 

And shelterM round ; but all the cataracts 

Of hear'n set open on the earth shall pour 825 

Rain, day and night; all fotmtains of the deep) 

l3roke up , shall heave the ocean to usurp 

Beyond all bounds; till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills: tfieo shall this mount 

Of Paradise by might of waves be mov'd 830 

Out of his plaoe , pudbi'd by the homed flood,. 

With all his verdure spoil'd, and trees addft, 

llown the great river to the opening gulf. 

And there take root an island salt and l^re, 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-mews' clang: 835 

To teach thee Aat God attributes to plaee 

No sancti^, if none be thither broug^ 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell* 

And now what further shall ensue, behold/ 

He leokM , and saw the ark hull on the floods 840 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled. 
Driven by a^keen north-wind, that, blowing dry, 

II n 
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Wrinkled the face ef delege at deeay'd; 

Aad the dear sun on hU wide watrj elass 

Gaz'd hot , and of the fresh wa^ larfely dfeir« 845 

Am alter flnrac; which made their ilowiiig shri^ 

From standing lake to tripping dbb, that stole 

With soft foot towards the deep; who now had itopi 

His sluices, as the heaT'n his windows shut . 

The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground, 850 

Fast on the to^ of some high mountain fix'd. 

And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear; 

With clamour thence the rapid currents drive. 

Towards the retreating sea, their furious tide* 

Forthwith from out the ark a raven flie% $55 

And after him , the surer messenger, 

A doTo sent forth once and again to spy 

CrroMi tree or ground, whereon his foot may light: 

The second time returning, in his bill 

An olive-leaf he brings, pacific signt 860 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 

The andent sire de^pends , with all his train ; 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 

Grateful to Heav'n, over his head behdds 

A dewy cloud, and in the doud a bow 865 

Conspicuons with three listed colours gi^, 

Betdiening peace from God, and covenant new* 

Whereat me heart of A4#m , erst so sad. 

Greatly rejoicM; and thus his joy hrckt forth: 

'O thou, who future things canst represent 870 

As present, heav'nly Instructor! I revive 
At this last sight; assurM that man shall live, 
Widi all the creatures, and thdr seed preserve. 
Far less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroyM, than I rejoice 875 

For one man found so p^ect, and so just. 
That God vouchsafes to raise another Wjprld ' 
From him, and all his anger to forget 
But say, what mean those coloured streaks in heaven, 
Dbtended, as the brow of God appeasM? 880 

Or serve thu^, as a flow'ry verge, to bind 
The fluid skirts of that same watiy cloud, 
Let It again dissolve, and show'r the earth?' 

To whom th' Archangel:. *Dextronsly thou aim'st; 
So wUlmgly doth God remit his ire, 885 

Though mte repenting him of man depravM; 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he saw 
The whole earth fiird with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way; yet, those remov'd. 
Such grace sbul one just man find in his sigh^ 890 
That he relents 9 not to blot out mankind; 
And makes a covenant , nevnr to destroy 
The earth again by flood; nor let the sea . 

Surpass his Dounds; nor rain to drown the worUT, 
With man therein or beast; but when he bringa 895 
Over the earth a cloud, will herein set 
Hb tr^le-odour'd bow, whereon to look. 
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And call to adnd hk MTOUttt: day ani niflitt 
SSeed'time and harreit, heat and hoarj frasl, 
Shall hoM their caune; till fin purge all tfiingtBeiry 900 
Bgth heav'a and aaith, wliHeia the jiut doll dwcU.* 
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The Amgtil Jftdb^tl. t&mtimue%^ ftmm tkejkfd^ H ftlmU wtmi 



§haii wetted: tJken, in the mention of jilirakam^ cornea hy He* 
greet to explain ^ who thmt teed of the woman thall bt, which 
wot promittdAdam tmdEtt in the faii f hitineammtitn§ deaths 
returreetitm^andatetntitni^ the ttatttf the church tiii bitttcond 
coming. Adam , greatly tatitfied and recomforted hy thete rela^ 
tiont and nromitetj dttcendt tht hill with Michael; w^ent Eve. 
who all thit while had tltpt. hut with gentlt drtamt eompottd 
to mtietnett of mind and tubmiuion, Michael in either band 
leadt them out of Paradise, the fiery tword waving behind thvin^ 
and the Cherubim taking their ttationt to guard the place* 



AS one who in his journey haile at noon. 

Though bent on tpeed) so here th* Arohangel paus'd 

Betwixt the world deiteoy'd and world rentor'd 

If Adaoi aught perhaps might interpose; 

Then, with transition sweet, now speech lesomest 5 

*Thus thou hast seen one world begin, and end; 
And man, as from a seeood stock, proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see; but 1 perceivo 
Thy mortal sight to fail; olijecto divine 
Bfust needs impai^and weary hmnan sense i $0 

Henceforth what is to come 1 will relate; 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend: 

^This second source of men, while yot but few. 
And while the dread of judgement past remains 
Frefh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 15 

With some regard to what is jnst and righl 



Shall lead their Utos, and multiply apace; 

lAb'ring.the swi, and reaping pknteons crop, 

Com, wine, and oil; and, from the herd or flodk. 

Oft saerificing bollock , lamb , or kid, 80 

With large wiao-offerings pour'd, and sacred feast, . 

Miall spend their days in joy unblamM; and dwell 

Long time in peace, by families and tribes. 

Under paternal rale: till one shaH rise 

Of piood ambitious heart; who, not content * t5 

With ftiir equally, frateiaal stote. 

Will arrogate dominion undeservM 

Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 

Concord and law of nature from the earth; 

Kuntbg (^ BMB,. not beusts» ih«ll bo his fame) 30 
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With war 9 tuid hoftlle snare, such as refuse 

Subjection te his empire tyrannous: 

A mighty hunter thenoe lie shaH he styled 

Before &e Lord; as in des^evof heaven. 

Or firem he«iT'n claiming second soTranty; - 35 

And from rdbellion shall derive his name, 

Thoueh pf rehellion others he accme. 

He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 

With him or under him to tyrannize. 

Marching from Eden towards tlie west, shall find 40 

The plain, wherein a black bituminous gunre 

Boib out from under ground, the month of hell: 

Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build 

A city and tow*r, whose top may rcRch to heaTen; 

And get themselves a name; lest, far dispersed 45 

In foreign lands , their memory Iks lost; 

Begardless whether good or evil fame. 

But Qody who oft descends to visit men 

Unseen, and through their habitations walks 

To mark their doings, them beholding soon, 50 

Comes down to see their city , ere the tower 

Obstruct heavVtow'ri*; and in derisjon sets 

Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase 

Quite out their native language; and, instead. 

To sow a jangling noise of words unknown: 55 

Forthwith a hideous gabUe rises loud, 

Among Che builders; each to other calls 

Not understood; till hearse, and all in ragv, 

As mockM they storm : great laughter was in hdttveD, 

And looking down , to see the hubbub strange, GO 

And hamt &e din :^ thus was the building Mt 

Ridiculous, and die work Confosion nam'd.' 

Whereto dius Adam fatherly displeased: 
*0 execrable son! so te aspire 

Aliove his brethren; to himself asfoMhig , 65 

Authority usurped, from God not given: 
He gave us only over beast , fish , fowl. 
Dominion absolute; that right we hold 
By his donation; but man over men 
fie made not lord; sudi title to himself 70 

Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on hmhi; to Crod his tow'r intends 
Siege mud defianeo: wretched man! what food 
Will he convev up diither , to sustain^ ^ 75 

Himself and his rash army; where thin air 
Above the douds will pine Ms entrails gross. 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread ?^ 

To whom thus Michael i 'Justly thou abhors^ft 
Hiat son , who on the quiet state of men 60 

Sudi trouble brought, alfecting to subdue 
Rational liberty; yet know wi&al. 
Since thy original lapse, true liborty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, »nd fiNMu iMi hiitiiiM» dividual bihv; 9B 
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Reason Jn man olMcBr'dl, mr not ^bay'd, 

Immediately inordinato deiireg, * 

And upstart pasfions, catdi the gtyvefmneat 

From reason; and to servitade Ndnce 

Man, till then free. Therefore, lince he permite 90 

Within himsdf wKweri^ pow'rt to reign 

Over free rmuon, Crod, in judgement jost, 

Subjects him from-withont to "violent lordt; 

Who oft at nndeiervetij enthral 

Hifl outward freedom: tyranny roufi be$ 95 

Though to ^e tyrant t^rdby no excuse. ' 

Yet sometimes nations will decline so toW 

From virtue, which is reason, that no wroag, 

But justice, and some fatal curse nnnex'd^ 

Deprives them of their outwiird liberty; 100 

Thoir inward lost: witness th' irrerverent sob 

Of him who built the ark; who, for the.tiiame 

Done to his fatibev, heard this heavy crave, 

** Servant of servants^'** on his vicioos race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former worlds . 105 

Still tend l^m bad to wor^B ; till God at last, 

Wearied with their iniquities, with^aw 

His presence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes; resolving from thenceforth • 

To leave then to their own polluted ways; ^ 110 

And one peculiar nadon to select 

From all the rest, of whom to be invdcM, 

A nation from one lalthM man to springs 

Him on tkda side Euphrates yet residing, 

Bred up in idol-worsiap : O, that men 115 

(Canst thou believe#) should be so stupid grow% 

While yet the patriarch liv'd, who 'scap'd the flood. 

As to forsake the living God, and fall 

To worship ^wir own work in wood and stone 

For gods! yet him God the Most High vosehsafes 130 

To call by vision, from his fifUber's house^ 

His kindred , and false gods , into a land 

Which he wHl sh»w him; and from him will miie 

A niighty nation; and upon him shower u i 

Wk benediction so, ^utt in his seed iM 

Aw nations shall be blest: he straight obeys; . 

Not knowing to what land , yet firm believes : 

I see him, but thou canst not, with what Inidi 

He leaves his gods , hisf firiends , and native soil, 

Ur of Chaldaea, passing now the ford 130 

To Himufri alter htm a cumbroin train ^ 

Of herds and flocks, aiid numerous servitu&;> 

Not wandering p4N»r , but trusting all his wealtii 

With God , who call'd him , hi a land unknown. 

CSanaaa h« now attains; I see his tonts ' 135 

Pitched abdut Sechem , and the neighb^dng plain 

Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land, - 

From Hamath noi&iward to the <lesert sooth 

(Thugs by thelvAamea ieatt^ thou^^ yetiumam'd)i 140 
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From Hennon east to the grat wettom tea; • 
Mount Hermon, yonde* sea; eadi place behold 
In prospect , as I point them ; on the shore 
Mount Carmd; here, the doiiMe-foiiiiled stream, 
Jordan, true limit eastward; birt his sons 145 

Shall dwell to Senk, diat long ridge of >hills. 
This ponder , that all nattons of the earth 
Shall in his seed be blessed: by that seed 
Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 
The serpent's head; ^diereof to thee anon 15& 

Plainlier shaH be reread. This patriareh btest. 
Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 
A son , and of hb son a grand-child , leaves; 
Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown: 
The grand-child, wiA t^rdve sons increasM, depaiii 155 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter oall'd 
Egypt, dKvided by the river Nile; 
See whrare it flews , disgorging at sev^a montki 
Into the sea: to sojourn in that land 
He comes , invited by a younger son 160 

In time of dearth; a son, w^se worthy deeds 
Raise him to be the second in that realm 
Of Pharaoh : there he dies , and leaves lut race 
Growing into a nation; and, now grown, 
Snspe^ed to a sequent lung, who sedn i§B 

To stop their overgrowdi, as inmate guests 
Too numeroos; whence e€ gaests he makes Hieiii slavei 
Inhospitably, and kiUs thtdr ulint males: 
. Till by two brethren (these two brethren call 
Moses ^and Aaron) seat from God to elum 170 

His people from enthralracnt, &ey retam 
With glor^i, and spoR, back to the promisM land. 
But fint, Uie lawless iyiant, who denies 
To know thek God, or message to lagard. 
Must be oompeM'd by signs and jodgements dire; 175 
To blood unshed the vtveta must be tnm'd; 
Frogs, lice , and iies, must all his palace fill 
With loath'd intrusion, ariMl fill all ^m hmd; 
His cattle most of rot and mnrren die; 
BMches and blains most all lus floih emboss, 180 

And all his people; bonder mtx'd with hail, 
•Hail mix'd with fire, must rend tii* Egyptian sky„ 
And wheel en th' earth, devouring whore it rolls; 
What it devMnrs not, herb, or frudt, or gnufi, 
A darksome c^oud of locmts swanmag down 183 

Must eat, and on the groaad leave nothing gwoa; 
Darkness mast overshadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darimest, and blot out three days; 
Last, with one mIdnlgiitHitroke, all the first4M»a 
Of Egypt most He dead. Thus with ten wonads 190 
The river-dragoa -taoi'd at length submiti 
To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his stubborn heart; hat still, as ioe 
More harden'd after thaw; till In his jrage 
Pasaoiflg wham he iata^liniss'd, tha soi 195 
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Swallows bim witii hb hort ; Init tkem leU pass. 

As on drj land, between two crystal walls; 

Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand 

Divided , till his rescued gain their shore: 

Snch wondrous pow'r Grod to his saint will lend, 200 

Though present in his Angel; who shall go 

Before them in a cloud , and pillar of fir«; 

By day a dood, by i^ght a pUlar of fire; 

To ginde them in their jonmey^^ and reraoTe 

Behind them, while th' obdurate king pursues: 205 

All night he will pursue; but his appraach 

Darkness defpuds between till morning watch; 

Tlien through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 

God looking forth will trouble all his host. 

And craze Sieir chariot-wheels : when by command jSlO 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 

Over the sea; the sea his rod obeys; 

On their embattled ranks the waves return. 

And overwhelm their war: the raee dect 

Safe towards Canaim ftrom the shore advance 215 

Through the wild desert, not the readiest way; 

Lest, ent'ring on the Canaanite aiarm'd. 

War terrify them inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt , choosing rather 

Inglorious life with servitude; for life 220 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untrun^d in arms, where rashness 1yds not on. 

This also shall they gain by their oelny 

In the wide wilderness; there they diall found 

Their government, and their great senate choose ^ S25 

Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordainM: 

God from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder , lightning , and loud trumpets' sound, 

OrdMn them laws; part, snch as appertain 230 

To civil justice; part , ireligions rites 

Of sacrifice; informing them, by types 

And shadows, of that destinM Seed to bmige 

The sa*pent, by what means he shall achieve 

Biankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 235 

To mortal ear is dreadful: they beseech 

That Moses might report to them his will. 

And terror ceasa; he grants what t^y besought, 

Instructed that to God is no access 

Whithout mentor, whose high office now 240 

Moses in figpure bears; to introduce 

One greater , of whose day he shall foretd. 

And all the prophets in their age the times 

Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus, laws and rites 

Established, sudi del^ht liath God in men 245 

Obedient to his will, that ha vouchsafes 

Among them to set up his tabernacle; 

The Holy One w^ mortal men to dwell: 

By his prescript a sanctuary is fram'd 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold; thmmn 250 
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An ark , and iit tiie ark his teitiaion j. 

The records of his coToiiant; oyer tfae«e 

A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 

Of two bright Oherubin^; before him bum 

SeVn lamps as in a zodiac representing 255 

The heaT'nIy fires; over the tent a cload 

Shall rest by#day, a fiery gleam by night; 

Save when they joomey^ and «it length they come, 

Conducted by his Angoi, to the land ^ 

PromisM to Abraham and his seed: — Tbe rest 260 

Were long to teU; how many battles fouglit; 

How many kings destroyed; and kingdoms won; 

Or how the sun ^all in mid heav'n stand «tUl i « 

A day entire , and night'9 due course a^Jouniy 

Man's Yoice conmianding, ^'Sun, in Gibeon stand, 265 

And thou , moon , in the vale of Aiaion, 

Till Israel overconfe !" so call the third 

From Abraham , son of Isaac ; and from him 

His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win.* 

Here Adam interpos'd: 'O sent from Heaven, 270 

Enlight'ner of my darkness, gracious ^in^ 
Thou hast reveal'd; those diiefly, which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed: now first I find 
Mine eyes true^opdning, and my heart much easM; 
Erewhile perplexed with thoughts, what would beeorae 275 
Of roe ^d all mankind : but now I see 
His day, in whom|all nations shall be blest; 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those 280 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth 
So many and so various laws are given ; 
So many laws argue so many sins 
Among them ; how can God with such reside ?' 

To whom Aus Michael: 'Doubt not bat that sio -285 
Will reign among them , as of thee begot ; 
And therefore was law giv^n them, to evince 
Their natural pravity, by stirring up 
Sin against law to fight: that when they see 
Law can discover sin, but not remove, 290 

Save by those shadowy expiations weak. 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more |»recious must be paid for man; 
Just for unjust; that, in such righteousness 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 295 

Justification towards God, and peace 
Of conscience; which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appease; nor man the moral part 
Perform; and, not perCbrming, cannot livo. 
So law appears imperfect; and but given 300 

With purpose to resign them, in fuU time, 
Up to a better covenant; disciplined 
From shadowy types to troth; from flesh to spirit j 
From imposition of strict laws, to free 
AcMseptance of large grace ; from servile fear 006 
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To filial; woiks of Umf t» w»rlra of fekh. 

And therefore shall not Motes, thongfa of God 

Highly beloVd, being bat the miniiiter 

Of law , his people into Ctinaan lead ; 

But Joshua 9 whom the Gentiles Jesus call, 310 

His name and office bearnig, who shall qadl 

The adversary-flerpent, and bring back 

Tlyrough the world's wilderness long-^wantoM man 

Safe to etJDrnal ^radise €i rest. 

IKeanwhile they, in tMr earthly Canaan ptae'd, 315. 

Long tnie i^aii dwdl and prosper, but when sina 

National interrupt their public peai^e, 

ProToldng God to raise them enemies; 

From whom aa oft be saves them penitont 

By jndees first , then mider kings ; of whom 320 

The se^nd, boih for piety renown'd 

And paissant deeds, a promife shall reeeiTe 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever shall endure; the like Aall sing 

All prophecy, diat of the royal stock 3S5 

Of David (so I name this king) shall rise 

A son, the woman's seed to thee foretold, 

Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall trust 

All nations; and to kings loietold, of kings 

The last; for of his reign shall be no end. 330 

But first , a long succession roust ensue; 

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom fara*d, 

The clouded ark of God, ^U then in tents 

Wand'ring, shall in a glcnffous temple enshrine. 

Such follow him as shall be registered 335 

Fard good, part bad; of bad the longer tcrolU 

Whose fool idolfftries , and other fonlta <. 

Heaped to the popular sum, will so incense 

God!, as to leave them, and expose their land. 

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark, 340 

With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high walls thoa saw^st 

Left in confusion; Babylon thence call'd. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of sev'nty years; tBen brings them back, 345 

Remembering mercy, and hb covenant sworn 

To David , stablish'd as the days of heaven. 

ReturnM from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God dispos'd, the house of God 

They first re-edify; and for a wMIe 350 

In mean estate live moderate; till grown 

In wealth and multitude, factions they grow; 

But first among the priesto dissention springs, 

Men who attend the altar, and should most 

Endeavour peace: their strife pollndon brings 355 

Upon the temple itself t at last &ey seize 

The scepter, and regatd not David's sons; 

Then lose it to a strangw , that th» true 

Anointed ^mg Messiah might be bom 

Barr'd of his ri^t; yet at his Mrth a star, 360 
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Uiueen before In heair'B, prodaimf blui eome; 

And glides die eastern taget , who Inqiiue 

His place y to offer incense, myrrh, and goMt 

His place of bfrth a solemn Angel tdb 

To simple shepherds, keeping watch hj night; 365 

They gladly tiuther haste, and by a quire 

Of sqoadron'd angels hear his earol sung. 

A virgin is his mother, but his sire 

The pow'r of the Most High: he shall ascend 

The tiirone hereditary^, and bound his reign 370 

With earth'swide bounds , his glory witfi the heavens.' 

He ceas'd , discerning Adam with sndi joy 
Surchai^g'd, as had like grief been dew*d in tears, 
Without the vent of woids; which these he breathed: 

«0 prophet of glad tidings, finisher 375 

Of utmost hope ! now clear I anderstand ^ 

What oft my steadiest thoughts have searched in yiun ; 
Why our great Expectation should be «»liM 
The seed of woman ; Virgin Mother , hail, 
High in the loTe of heav'n; yet from my loins 380 
Thou shalt proceed , and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High; so God with man unites. 
Needs must the serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain: say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruise die victor's heel?' 385 

To whom thus Michael: 'Dream not of their fight. 
As of a du^^ or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to godhead , with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy; nor so U overcome 390 

Satan, whose foil frnm heav'n, a deadlier bruise^ 
Disabled not to give t!ie« tli j death'd wound : 
Whidi he, who corner thy iSaTiour, shall recnre, 
Not by deatroying Satan, but hid works 
In thee, and in thy epf^ : ttt^r can this be, 395 

But by fulfilling tlmt which Ibnu didst want, 
Obedience to the Law of GcmI , impo^'d 
On penalty b? death, and iufr«riiig death; 
The penalty to tliy trani^gression due, 
And due to ttieirs which out of thine wiU grow: 400 
So only can high jastice rest appaid. 
The law of God exact he shall fulBl 
Both by obedience and by love , though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 
He shall endure, by coming in the fleeh 405 

To a reproachful life, and cursed death; 
Proclaimuig life to all who shaU believe 
In his redemption; and that his obedience, 
Imputed, becomes ihtm by faith; his merits 
To save them, not their own, though legal, works. 410 
For this he shall live hated, be blasphein'd, 
Seiz*d on by force, jadgM, and to death condemned 
A shameful and aecnrs'd, naird to the cross 
By his own nation $ slain for bringing life: 
But to the cross he naib thy enemies^ 415 
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The law that is apaioft thee y Bad the ahm 
Of all mankind with him there crucified, 
Never to hmrt them more who rightly tnift 
In this hia satisfiEU^ion ; so he dies, 
But soon reviTes ; death over him no power 420 

Shall long usmrp; ere the third dawning light 
Return , the stars of mom shall see him rise 
. Out of his grave, fresh as the dawmng light. 
Thy ransom paid, which man from death redeems, 
Hfe death for man, as many as offered life 425 

M^ect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works: this God-like act 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldst have died. 
In sin for ever lost from life; this act 
Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength, 430 
Defeating sin and death, his two mains arms> 
And fix far deeper in his head their stings 
Than temp'ral death shall bruise the Tictor^s heel^ • 
Or their whom he redeems; a death, like sleep, 
A gentle waftbg to immortal life. 435 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 
Longer on earth, than certain times to appear 
To his disciples 9 men who in his life 
Still foUow'd him; to them shall leave in charge 
To tench all nations what of him they learn'd 440 

And his salvation ; them who shall beUeve 
Baptizini^ in the ^rofluent stream, the sign 
Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 
Pure , and in mind prepared , if so befall. 
For death, like that which the Redeemer died. 445 
All nations they shaU teach; for , from that day. 
Not only to the sons of Abraham's loins 
Salyation shall be preaeh'd, but to the sons 
Of Abraha^i^s laith wherever through the world; 
So in his seed all nations shall be blest 450 

Then to the heav'tt of heav'ns he shall aseend 
With victory triumphing through the air ^ 
Over hb ioes and thine; there shall sur^se 
The serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 
Through all his realm, and there confounded leave; 455 
Then enter into glory, and resume 
His seal at God's right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in heav'n ; and theoce riiall come^ 
When this world's dissolution shall be ripe. 
With fflory and pow'r to judge both quick anddead; 460 
To judge th* nnttithful dead , but to reward 
His faithful, and receive them into Miss, 
Whether in heav'n or earth; for then the earth 
Shall all be P&radise, far happier place 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days.' 465 

So spake th' Archaogel Michael; then paus'd. 
As at the world's gveat period ; and jmr sire, 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus replied: 

'O Goodness infinite. Goodness immense! 
That all thia good of evU shall produce, 470 

I I 
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And evil torn to good; more wonderfol 

Than that which by creadon fint bronght forth 

Light out of darkness 1 Full of donbt I stand, 

IVlbether I should repent me now of sin 

By me done, and occasioned; or rejoice 475 

Much more, that mndh more good thereof shall tpring; 

To Grod more glory, mcwe g<^-will to men 

From God , and oyer wradi graee shall abound. 

But say, if our DeliTerw up to hearen 

Must reascend, what will betide the few 480 

His fdthful, left among th' unfaithful herd. 

The enemies of truth? Who then shall gnide 

His people, who defend? Will they not deal 

Worse with his followers than with him they ^kalt?' 

'Bdsure they will,' said th' Angel; <but from heaven 485 
He to his own a Comforter will send. 
The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit within them; and the law of faith. 
Working through love , upon Uieir hearts shall write. 
To guidki them in all truth; and also arm 490 

With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan^s assaults, and quench his fiery darts; 
What man can do against them , not ateid. 
Though to the death; against such cradtiet 
With inward consolations recompensed, 495 

And oft supported so as shall amaze 
Their proudest persecutors; for the Spirit, 
Pour*d first on his apostles, whom he sends 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
BaptizM, shall them with wondrous gifts endue 500 

To speak all tongues, and do all mkades, 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the tidingw brought from heav'n : at Iragtb 
Their ministry performed, and race well run, 505 

Their doctrhie and their story written left, 
They die; but in thdr room, as they forewarn. 
Wolves shall succeed for 'teadiers, grievous wolves. 
Who all the sacred mysteries of heaven 
To their own vile advantages shall turn 510 

Of lucre and ambition ; and the truth 
With superstitions and traditions taint, 
Left only ip those written records pure. 
Though not but by the S^t understood. 
Then shall they sedc to avnil themselves of itimw, 515 
Places, and titles, and with these to join 
Secular powV; though feigning still to act 
By spiritual, to thnnselves appropriating 
The spirit of God, promis'd alike, and given 
To all believers; and, from Aat pretonee, 520 

Spiritual laws by carnal pow*r shall force 
On every conscience; laws which none shall find 
Left them kupoU'd, or What the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What wUI fliey then 
Bat force the Spirit of gmee itself, and binA 525 
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Hii oonfort liberty? what, but mibtiild 

Hb living teifiplet , built by feidi to stand. 

Their ewn feith, not another's? for, on earth. 

Who against feutli and eonscience can be heard 

Infallible? yet many will presnrae: 530 

Whence heavy persecution shall arise 

Od all, who in the worship persevere 

Of spirit and truth ; the rest, far greater part. 

Will deem in outward rites and specious forms 

Religion satisfied; truth shaU retire 535 

Bestmck with shuid'rous darts, and works of fiiHh 

Rarely be found : so shaU the worid go oii, 

To good raaUgnant, to bad men benign; 

Under her own weight groaning; till the day 

Appear of respiration to the just, 540 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 

Of him so lately promis*d to thy aid. 

The woman's Seed; obscurely dien foretold. 

Now amplier known thy Saviour and Uiy I^rd; 

Last, in the douds, from heav*n to be revealed 545 

In glory of the Fatfier , to dissolve 

Satan with his perverted world ; then raise 

From the confl^lgrant mass, pnrg'd and refin*d^ 

New heav^ , new earth , ages of endless date. 

Founded in rig^hteousness-, and peace and love ; 550 

To bring for£ fruits , joy and eternal bliss.' 

He ended; and thus Adam last replied r 
*How sodn hath thy prediction, seer blest. 
Measured this transient world, the ra6e of time, 
T91 time stand fix'd! Beyond is all abyss, 555 

Eternity, whose end no eye can readi. 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart; 
Greatly 4n peace of thought; and have my fill 
Of knowled^, what tfiis vessel can contain; 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 560 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best. 
And love with fear the only God ; to walk 
As in his presence; ever to observe 
His providence ; and on him sole depend, 
Merdfol over all his works, with good 565 

Still overcoming evil , and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by thin^ deem*d weak 
Subverting worldl)^ strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek; that suffering for truth's sake 
Is fortiteoe to highest victory, 570 

And, to the faithful, death the gate of Ufe; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest.* 

To whom thus also th* Angel last replied: 
<This havmg leam'd, thou hast attain'd the sum 575 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher , though all the stan 
Thou knew*st by name, and all th' ediereal Powers, 
All secrets of the deep , all Nature's works. 
Or works of God in lieav'n, air, earth, or tea. 
And all the riches of this worid enjoy*dst, 580 
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And all the rale, one empire; qnlj add 

Deeds to thy knowledge unswerable; add faith, 

Add Tirtae, patience, temperance; add Iotc, ^ 

By name to come call'd charity, the fonl 

Of all the rest : then wilt thon net he loth 585 

To leave thit Paradise, hot shalt posscM 

A paradise within thee, happier far. 

Let OS descend now tfacwefore from thb top 

Of speculation; for the hour precise 

Exacts our partings hence; and see! the gnards, 590 

By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion; at whose front a flaming sword. 

In signal of remoTe , wa^es fiercely roond. 

We may no longer stay: go, walcen Eye-, 

Her also 1 with gentle di^ms have calm'd 595 

Portending good , and all her spirits composed 

To meek siSimission: then, at sraton fit, 

liot her with thee partake what thou hast heard; 

Chiefly, what may concern her faith to know. 

The great deliverance hy her seed to come GOO 

(For by tfie woman's seed) on all mankind; 

That TO may live, which will be many dayi, ^ 

Both in one faith unanimous, though Mid 

Witih cause for evils past ; yet mn<£ more cheerM 

With meditation on the happy end.* G05 

He ended, and they both descend the hill; 
Descended, Adam to the bow'r, where Eve 
Lay sleeping, ran before; but found her wak'd; 
And thus with words not sad she him received; 

^Whencethouretnrn'st, and whither went's^ I know; 610 
For God is also in sleep; and dreams advise. 
Which he hath sent propitious, eome great good 
Presaging, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
Wearied I fell asleep; but now lead on; 
In me b no delay; with thee to go, 615 

Is to itoy here; wkhont thee here to stey. 
Is to go hence unvrilling; thou to me 
Art all things under heav'n, all places thon, 
Who for my wilfiil crime art banishM hence. 
This further consolation yet secure 6S0 

I carry hence; thdhgh all by me is lost. 
Such favour I unworthy am vouchsaf d. 
By me the promis'd Seed shall all restore.* 

So spake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but answer'd not; for now, too nig^ 625 
Hi' Archangel stood; and from the other hill 
To their fix'd station, all in bright array. 
The Qierabim descended; on the ground 
Gliding met^orous, as evening mist 
Ris'n from a river o'er the marbh glides, 630 

And gathers ground fiist at the lab'rer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanced. 
The brandish'd sword of God before them blaz'd. 
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid heat, 
And vapour as the Libyan air adust, 635 
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B«gan to murch Ukat levp'rato elime; whereol 

Ib ^flier hancl Ihe liaat>Biiig Ang^l caii|^ 

Our ling'rine ^tatata^ and to th' eatteni gato 

Led them difect, and down the cliff as ful 

To the eabjected plak; then disappear*d. 640 

Th^, looking back, aU th' eattoni tide beheld 

Of ParadieOy to late ttiefar happy teat, 

IVair'd over by that flaming brand; the gato 

With dreadfol faces tiurong*d, and fierr arms: 

Some natural tears they dri^y bat wipM themsoon^ 645 

The world was aU before them, where to choose 

Their place of rest, and ProTidence their guide: 

They, hand in hand, with wand'rhig itcpt and slow, 

Through £den took theb solitary way. 



PARADISE REGAINED. 



BOOK I. 



THE ABOVUBltT, 



Tha mhjtct ^ropotptt. Ijtrttcatitin cf iA« Httltf Spirit. The poem 
tfpcnv wiiA. John ftapti^in^ at thf river JorHan. Jpsrin roinirtg 
ther^ M haptit>ed ; tinti it attcMted bv thf dpncpfii of the J^«'|f 
Cwhiist, antl by a voitf Jtam heai^tn^ ifl iti the Son of fiod. S^ian, 
ipho iJi pnat-nt ^ upon thii iiumt'fiititcly Jlif* up into ihe rpgittjim 
©/ thf* air ; irtierr^ gummfinin^ hi» infFFital eouncit^ he atquitintt 
thfm u-ith hit apprfihf^iifioTtnUtftt JetUJtiM thttt »etdnfthe iromfuit 
dentfitftt to de^froy ail tinir ptum't ^ and point a out to thf^m thg 
immf'diaie ntcttsittf itf itriTt^ing thft mailer to pro^fy and of at- 
tempiipg^ hif ftnartt and fraud ^ to count tract anrt dffrnl the 
person , frOTti wh^f^ thry havn ao mufJt tti dremi* Thia ojjic^ h& 
vffm tiimnelf to under taire : and ^ hiK ujfer being acrepled , rets 
out on hiH enterprine. In the mean time God ^ in the atnemhiy 
p/ hoitf Qftgcit » dfvtare^ ilmt he ha* eivvn up hia Son to He 
tempt fd by Salon ; but fontetttf that ()i<? tempter shtill be com- 
ptettitj defeated htj him i upon whiah the an^fitt nng a hynm of 
triumph* Jt'nuii i» ted up by the Spirit intv the iritdeme^Sj while 
he I a TneditatifiS on the commenceinrnt of hix great of/tie of 
Savitiur of mankind. Furtuing itit tnvditationa he narrates , in. 
a ndilaquy.^ mhat divine and phitanthrupie impuiEet k(? had /eit 
from hit early youth , and twit flit rrmlher Mary , tin pereeieing 
thf.ee difponitiotn in Mm^ had at^^uatntid him u^ith thti tircum- 
atatiteK of hia hirlh , and informed him that he iran no teaa a 
perni^n than the Son of God ; fa ithich he add* what hi* own in- 
^^uifiet and rejlecttong ftad ^uppiied in cimJiTmBtion aj thie great 
truths and part ir alar iy dweiU tin the recent atttttation of it at 
the riifet Jordnn. Ottr Lord paxaea forty dant ^ fatting ^ in the 
uitdemetv ; tphfre the viid henfta bemme ftdJd and harmtesa in 
him pre.Mejiee^ Satan rtflit appfarv under tlte form of on aid pea- 
sant; and enter If into di^eourae it^ith dur Lordj tfondering tphat 
conid have br&ught him aione into I'd dajigvrouis a plaef ^ and 
at the vufne tiuie profetfing to recogftiz^e him for the person 
lateiy nehnrtfrifrdged by Jotin ^ at the Jieer Jordun^t to te the Son 
e/ tiod. Jt'fttir briffty repttf'fi. Satan Tejmut with a description, 
of ttiB dijfieuity of tiipporting life in the u\itderueiBi and en- 
trratn JeKua , if he be really the Snn of God, to manifett hi* 
divine power , dy ehanging autne of tiie fitouea intu bread, Jerut 
reprovtut him ^ and at the gfiwe time tell* hint thtit he Intuitu trho 
he iv* Satan inntantty avow* hitnHttf ^ and ojfers an artful apa^ 
io^y for himtetf and his eonduct. Our bieBttd Lord feiferely re- 
prtmond* him, and refuleH every part of hi* justification, Satan^ 
irith much aenifttance of humility y mHU endearonr* to juntify 
himaetj; and ^ profeifing iiis admiration of Jeaua and hia T^gord 
far virion J rei/u^ntit fu he perntiHid at a f attire time tu hear 
more of lua conrertatitfn ; btit ix anttrered , thu. titfn mast be na 
he that t find pvrm\*i>ion from abfive. Satan then dinappjart, and 
the book ciaaea with a thoi't dfacriptittn af nigtit eatnitig en itt 
the desert. 



I, WHO erewhile the happy garden «ung 
By one man^g disobedience lo^t, now sing 
RccoTerM Paradise to all mankind, 
By one man's firm obedience fully tried 
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Through all temptation, and fho tempter UiUM. 5 

In all his wiles , defeated and repnlsM, 

And Eden raised in the waste wilderness ' 

Thou Spirit, who ledd^st this glorious eremite 
Into the desert, his Ticterious field, 
Against the spiritual foe, and brought'st hira thence IQ 
By proof (h* undoubted Son of God, inspire. 
As tiioa art wont, my prompted song, else mute. 
And bear through highth or depth of nature^s bounds. 
With prosp'rouB wing full summM, to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though tn secret done, 15 

And unrecorded left through many an age; 
Worthy t* have not remained so long unsung. 

Now had the great proclaimer, with a voice 
More awfnl than the sound of trumpet , cried 
Repentance, and heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand ^ 20 
To aU baptized : to his great baptism flockM 
With awe the regions round, and with them came 
From Nazareth the son of Joseph deemM 
To the flood Jordan; came , as then obscure, 
Unmark'd , unknown ; but him the Baptist soon ' 25 
Descried, divinely wamM, and witness bore 
As to his worthier , and would have resigned 
To him his heavenly office; nor was long 
His witness nnconfirmM: on him baptized 
Heaven opened , and in likeness tif a dove 30 

The Spirit descended , while the Father's voice 
From heaven pronouncM him his bdoved Son. 
That heard the adversary, who, rovinsr still 
About the world, at that assembly famM 
Would not be last, and, with the voice divine 35 

Nigh thunder-«tmck , th* exalted man, to whom 
Such high attest was giv'n, a while surveyed 
With wonder; then, with envy fraught and rage, 
Flies to his place, nor rests, bot in mid air 
To council summons all his mighty peers, 40 

Within thick clouds, and dark, ten~foId involr'd, 
A gloomy consii^tory; and them amidst. 
With looks aghast and sad , he thus bespake : 

*0 ancient powers of air, and this wide world 
(For mudi more willingly I mention air, 45 

This our old conquest, than remember hell. 
Our hated habitation) , well ye know 
How many ages , as the years of men. 
This universe we have possess'd , and rul*d. 
In manner at our will , th' aflbirs of earth, 50 

Since Adam and his facile consort Eve 
Lost Paradise, deceivM by me; though since 
With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the seed of Eve 
Upon my head. Long the decrees of heav'n 55 

Delay , for longest time to htm is short ; 
And now , too soon for us , the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compassM, wherein we 
Most bide the gtroke of that long-threaten'd Wound 
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(At least if so yre can, and by. the liead 60 

Broken be not intended all oar power 

To be infringed, our freedom and onr being. 

In this fair empire won of earth and air); 

For this ill news I bring, the woman's seed 

DestinM to fliis , is late of woman bom. 65 

His birth to onr just fear gave no small canse : 

But his growth now to youth's full flowV, displaying^ 

All virtue, grace, and wisdom to achieve 

Things highest, greatest, oniltiplies my tear. 

Before him a great prophet , to proclaim 70 

His coming, is sent haibingw, who all 

Invites, and in the consecrated stream 

Pretends to wash off sin, and fit them, to 

Purified, to receive him pure, or rather 

To do him honour as their King: all come, 75 

And he himself among them was baptiz'd; 

Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 

The testimony of heav'n , that who he is 

Thenceforth the nations may not doubt; I saw 

The prophet do iiim reverence ; on him, rising 80 

Out of the water, heav'n above the clouds 

Unfold her crystal doors ; thence on his head, 

A perfect dove descend (whate'er it meant). 

And out of heav'n the sovran voice I heard, 

'^Hiis is my Son belov'd, in him am pleasM.** 85 

His mother then is mortal, but his Sire 

He who obtains the monarchy of heaven t 

And what will he not do to advance his Son? 

His first-lM»ot, we know, and sore have felt, 

When his mree thunder drove us to the deep : 90 

Who this is we must learn , for man he seemg 

In all his lineaments , though in his face 

The glimpses of his Father's gl<Nry shine. 

Ye see our danger on the utmost edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 95 

But must with something sudden be oppot'd 

CNot force, but well-coach'd fraud, well-woTen snares), 

Kre in the head of nations ho appear* 

Thdr king, thdr leader, and supreme on earth. 

I, when no other durst, sole undertook 100 

The dismal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam; and th' exploit perform'd 

Successfully: a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me; and the way, found prosp'roos onee, 

Induces best to hope of like success.' ^ 105 

He ended, and his words impression left 
Of much amasement to th* infernal crew. 
Distracted, and surprised with deep dismay 
At these sad tidings; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or s^ef :. 110 

Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprise 
To him, their great dictator, whose attempt 
At first against mankind so well had thiiv'd 
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Ib Adam's oyerOaow 9 aod led thek marcfa 115 

From hell'g deep-Tftnltod den to dwell in ligbty 

Regentf, and potentates, and kings, yea gSiBy 

Of many a pleasant realm and province ^nde. 

80 to the coast of Jordan he directs 

His easy stops, girded with snaky wiles, 1)20 

Where he might likdiest £nd this new-declar'd, 

This man of men , attested Son of God, 

Temptation and all gnile on liim to try; 

80 to snbTert whom he suspected rais'd 

To end his reign on earth, so long enjoy'd: 125 

But, contrary, onweeting he fnlfiU'd 

The purposed connsel, pre-ordained and fiic'd. 

Of the Most High; who, in fall frequence bri^t •» 

Of angels, thns' to Gabriel smiling spake: 
^Gabriel, this day by proof thou shaft behold, 130 

Thou and all angels conversant on earth 

With man or men's affairs, how I b^gia 

To Terify that solemn message, late 

On which I sent thee to the Tirgin pore 

In ChiKlee, that she lAoaid bear a son 135 

Great in renown, and caird the Son of God; 

Then told'st her, doubting how these thbgs could bo 

To her a Tirgin , that on her should cone 

The Holy Ghost, and the pow*r of the Highest 

O'ershadow her. This man, bom and now up-grown, 140 

To show him worthy of his birth divine 

And high prediction, henoefmrth I expose 

To Satan; let him tempt, and new assay 

His utmost subtlety, because he boasts 

And Taunts of his great cunning to the throag 145 

Of his apostasy ; he might haTo learnt 

Less OTerweening, since he fail'd in Job, 

Whose constant pe rs e Te rance overcame 

Whatever his cruel malice could iuTent. 

He now shall know I can produce a man, /150 

Of female seed , far abler to reast 

All his solicitations , and at len^ 

All his vast force, and dtire him badt to hell; 

Winning, by conquest, what the lint man lost. 

By follairy surpris'd. But first I mean 155 

To exercise him ii| the wilderness; 

There he shall first lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfare, ere I send him forth 

To conquer sin and death, the two grand fofli^ 

By homiliation and strong sufferance: 160 

His weakness shall Q'ercome Satanic strength. 

And all the world, and mass of sinful flesh; 

That all the angels and ethereal powers. 

They now, and men hereafter, may discern, 

BVom what consummate Tirtue I have chose 165 

This perfect roan, by merit cali'd my Son, 

To earn salTatioh for the sons of men.* 

So spake th' Eternal Father, and all heaTen 
Admiring stood a space, then into hymns 
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Bunt forOi, vnd in Mleitfid mematm moT'd, 170 

Circling the tlirone and flinging, ifWe ijke hand 
Snng with the Toice, and this die argument t 

'Victory and triumph to the Son of God, 
Now entering his gteat duel, not of arms. 
But to vanquish by ^irisdom hellidi wiles! 175 

The father Imows tiie Son; therefore seeore 
Ventures his filial virtue , diough untried. 
Against whatever may teinpt, whate'er tednce^ 
Allure, or terrify, or ondennine. 

Be frustrate , all ye stratagems of hell, 180 

And, devilish machinations, come to naught!' 

So they in heav'n their odes and vigils tunM: 
Meanwhile the Son of Crod , who yet some days 
Lod^^d in Betbabara , where John baptiz'd, 
Musings and much revolving in ids breast, 185 

How best the mighty wwk he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way first 
Publish his God-like office now mature, 
One day forth waft'd alone, the Spirit leadmg 
And his deep thonghts, the better to converse 190 

With solitude, till, far from trade of men, 
Thought following tfiought, and step by step led on. 
He entered now, the bord'Hng desert wild. 
And, with dark shades and todkg environed round. 
His holy meditations thus pursued: 195 

*0 , what a multitude of thoughts at' once 
Awaken'd in me swarm, while I consider 
What from within I feel myself, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
111 sorting with my present state compared ! 200 

When I was yet a child, no childish play 
To me was pleasing; all mj mind was set 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good; myself I thought 
Bom to Siat end, bom to promote all truth, 205 

All righteous things: therefore, above my years, 
The law of God I read, and found it sweet, * 
.Made jt my whole deli^M, and in it grew 
To such perfection, that, ere yet my age 
Had measure twice six years, at our great feast 210 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachws of our law, and to propose 
What might improve my knowledge or their own; 
And was admired by all: yet this not all 
To which my spirit aspir'd ; victorious deeds 215 

Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts; one while 
To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke; 
Then t4» subdue and quell, o'er all the earth. 
Brute violence and proud tymnnic power. 
Till troth were freed , and equity restored ; 220 

Yet held it more humane, more heaVnly, first 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 
And make persuasion do the work of fear; 
At least to try , and teadi the erring lool. 
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Not wilfully misdoing, hoJb unaware 225 

Misled ; the staliborn onl j to sabdoe. 

These growing tkoaglito my mother soon peiteivbg, 

By wordi nt tines cast forth, inly rejoic'd. 

And said to MM apart, «^High are thy thoaghts, 

On son, bat nooridi them, and let ihem soar 290 

To what highth sacved ^him and true worth 

Can raise t^m, thoi^h above example high; 

By matchless deeds express thy matchless Sire, 

For know, thoa art no son of mortal man; 

Thoueh men esteem thee low of parentage, 235 

Thy father is th* Eternal King who rules 

All heaT'n and eaith, angels and sens of men; 

A messenger from God iSretcM thy birth 

ConceiVd in me a Tirgin; he foretold • 

Thou shouldst be great, imd sit on DaWd's throne, 240 

And of thy kingdom there slnrald be no end. 

At thy natiTity, a glorious quire 

Of angels , in the fields of BetfaMiem , sung 

To shepherds, watching at their folds by night, 

And told them the 'Mesnah now was bom, 245 

Where they might see bira; and to thee they came, 

Directed to the mangor where thou Jay'st, 

For in the inn was left no better room: 

A star, not seen before, in heav'a appearing, 

Guided the wise men thither from the East, 250 

To honour thee with incease , anyrrh , and gold ; 

By whose bright coarse led on they found the place, 

Affirming it thy star, new-grav'n in heaven,. 

By whidi they knew the king of Israel bom. 

Jast Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn'd 255 

By vision, found thee in the temple, and spite, 

Before the altar and the vested priest, 

Like thfaigs of thee to all that present stood." 

^This having heard ^ straight I again revolv'd 
The law and prophets, eearching what was writ 260 
Concerning the Messii^, to oar scrfliNss 
Known partly , and soon found , of whom they spaltB 
I am; this chiefiy, that my way must lie 
Through m^ny a hard assay, ev'n to the death, 
Ete I the promised kingdom can attain, 205 

Or work redemption for mankind, whose sins 
Full weight must be transferred upon my head. 
Yet, nel&er thus disheartened, or dismay*d, 
The time prefixed I waited; when behold 
Tho Baptist (of whoee birth I oft had heard, 270 

Not knew by sight), now come, who was to come 
Before Messiah, and hw way prepare! 
I, as all others, to his baptism came. 
Which I bellev'd was from above; but he 
Straight knew mo, and wiA loi^est voice prochdm'd 275 
Me him (for It was shown hhn so from heaven). 
Me him, whose hailiiager he was; and first 
Refhs'd on me his baptism to confer, 
At maeh his greater, and was hardly woa: 
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Bnfti at I rote out of the Isving ttfoam, 280 

HeaT*n open'd her eternal doort, from wheace 

The Spirit detcended on me I&e a doTe, 

And lasty die turn of all, my Falher't voice, 

Aadibly heaid from heaT'n , prononncM me hit, 

Bfe his beloved Sen, in whom alone 285 

He was well pleas'd ; by which 1 knew the time 

Now foil, that I no more should live obtaue. 

Bat openly bpg;in, at bett becomet 

Th' authority whieh I doriv'd from heaven. 

And now by tome strong motion I am led 290 

Into this wilderness, to what intent 

I learn not yet; peihapt I need not know. 

For what conoems my knowledge God reveals.' 

So tpake ouiw MomlngHitar, Ihmk in hb rite. 
And , looking round , on every tide beheld 295 

A pi^less desert, dusk with horrid shades | 
The way he came not having marked, retium 
Was difficult , by human steps untrod ; 
And he still on was led, but with such tfaooghtt 
Accompanied of things past and to come 30O 

Lodg'd in his breast, as w^ ml^t recommend 
Such soUtnde before choicest society* 
Full forty days he pass*d, wheter on hill 
Sometimes^ anon on shady vale, eadi night 
Under the covert of some ancient oak, 305 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew. 
Or harboarM in one cave, Is not reveai'd; 
Nor tasted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till those days ended; hungered then at last 
Among wild beasts: they at his sight grew mild, 310 
Nor sleeping him nor waking haim'd; his walk 
The fieiy serpent fled and noxious worm. 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in rural weedt, 
Following, at seemM, the finest of some stray ewe^ 315 
Or withered sticks to gather, which might serve 
Against a wbter's day, when winds blow keen, 
To warm him wet retum'd from field at eve. 
He saw approach, who first with curious eye 
Ferus'd him, then with words thus utterM spake: 820 
*Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place, 
So fitr frmnipath or road 4tf men, who past 
in troop or caravan? for tingle none 
Durst ever, who retum'd, and dropt not here 
BSs carcass, pinM with hunger and with drought 325 
I ask the rather, and tiie more admire. 
For that to me thou seem'st the man , whom late 
' Our new baptiziag pr^het at the ford 
Of Jordan honourM to, and cali'd thee Son 
Of God: I taw and heard, for we tometimet 330 

Who dwell this wild, conttrahi'd by want, come forth 
To town or viUage nigh (nighett it for). 
Where aught we hear , and curiout are to heart 
What happent new; finuealto finds ut out.' 
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saB=assaeaa=saaa= , ', w i i , i ' i / i ' ii 

To whom the Son of God: 'Who brought me hitlidr, 335 
Will bring nie hence ; no •other guide I seek.* 

*By mnadehe may/ repKed the surain; 
* Whtt other way I see not; for we here 
Life on toogh roots aad stabs, to thirst inured 
More than the camel, and to drink go far^ 340 

Men to much misery and hardship wmz 
Bat, if thoa be the Son of God, command 
That oat of these hard stones be made thee bread. 
So shalt thoa sare thyself, and as relieye 
With food, whereof we wretdied seldom |tatte.' 345 

He ended, and the Son of God replied: 
*Think*st thoa sach force ia bread? Is it not written 
(For I discern fliee other than thoo seem*st)» 
Man lives not by bread only, bat each word 
Proceeding from the month of God, who fed 350 

Oor fathers here with manna? In the meant 
Moses was forty days, nor eat, nor drank; 
And forty days Elijah, without food, 
Wander'd this barren waste; the same f now: 
Why dost thoa then suggest to me distrust, 355 

Knowing who I am , as I know who thou art ?' 

Whom thus answer'd th' arch-fiend, now undlaguis'd: 
**Tis trae I am that spirit anfortunate. 
Who , leagu'd with millions more in rash rerolt, 
Kept not my happy station , bat was driven 360 

With them from bliss to ^ bottomless deep, 
Yet to that hideoos place n$t so confin'd 
By rigour unconniving, bat that oft, 
Leaviog my dolorous prison , I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 365 

Or range in th' air; nor from the heav'n of heavens 
^ Hath he exdoded my resort sometunes. 
I came among the sons of God , when he 
Gave ap into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him, and ilhistrate his high worth; 370 

And 9 when to all his angels he propos'd 
To draw the proad king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall ia Ramoth, they demurringt 
I midartook that office, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering prophets gUbbM willi Ues 375 

To his destruction, as I had in dbarge; 
For what he bids I do. Though I have lost 
Mach lustre of my native brightness , lost 
To be beloved of God , I have not lost 
To love, at least contemplate and admirOi 380 

What I see ezcdlent in good, or fair, 
Or virtuous; 1 should so have lost all sense: 
What can be then less in me than desire 
To see thee, and approach Uiee, whom 1 know 
Declar*d the Son of God, to hear attent 385 

Thy wisdom, and bdiold thy God-like deedl? 
Men generally think me much a foe 
To all mankind: why should I? they to me 
Biever did wrong or vioknee; by them 



286 PARADISE BEGAINED. Book L 

I lost not what I lost, rather by them d90 

I gainM what I have gaia'd , and with them dwell. 

Copartner in these regions of the world. 

If not disposer; lend then» oft mj aid. 

Oft my adTice by presjiges and signt, 

And answers, oracles, portents, and dreomi, 395 

Whereby they may direct their fnture life. 

Envy they say excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my oueery and woe. 

At firdt it may be; bat long since with woe 

Nearer acquainted, now I feel, by proof, 400 

That fellowdhip in pain divides not smarts 

Nor lightens anght each man's peculiar load* 

Small consolation then, were man ai^oinM: 

This wounds me most (what can it less?) that man, 

Man fairn, shall be restored , I, neyer more.' 405 

To whom our Saviour sternly thuf replied: 
* Deservedly thou grie^'st, composed of lice 
From the beginning, and in ties wilt end; 
Who boasC'st release from h^, and leaiie to come 
Into the heav'n of heavens: thou eom'st indeed, 410 

As a poor miserable cnptiTo thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had sat 
Among the prime in splendoor, now depos'd^ 
Iject^, emptied, gaz'd, uapitiedy dmnn'd, 
A spectacle of min or of «cora 415 

To all the host of heaT*n : the happy place 
Imparts to thee no happioesn, no joy. 
Rather inflames thy torment, representing 
Lost bliss, to thee no more conununtcable, 
So neyer more in bell than when in heaT'n. 420 

But tliou art serviceable to heaven's King. 
Wilt thoa impute t' obedience what thy hoax 
Extorts, or pleasure to do ill excites? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to misdeem 
Of righteous Job, then cruelly to afflict him 425 

With all inflictions? but his patience won. 
The other service was thy chosen task. 
To be a liar in four hundred mouths; 
For lying is thy sustenance, thy food. * 

Yet thou pretend^st to truth; all oracles 430 

By thee are giv'n , and what confess'd more trae 
Amon^ the nations? that hath been thy craft. 
By mixing somewhat true to Tent more lies. 
But what have been thy answers ? what but dark. 
Ambiguous, and with doable sense deluding, 435 

Which they who ask*d hare seldom understood. 
And, not well understood, as good not known? 
Who OTor by consnlting at thy shrine 
Betnm'd the wiser, or the more instruct, 
To fly or follow what concemM him most, 440 

And run not sooner to his fatal snare? 
For QoA hath justly giv'n the nations up 
To thy delusions; justly, nnce thej fell 
Idolatroogs but , when Ms pni^se u 
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Among them to d«dare hU proTidMce 445 

To thee not known, whence hast thou then thy troth. 

But horn him , or hu angeb prondent 

In eyery proTince , who , themselves disdaining 

T' approach thy temples, give thee in command 

What, to the smallest tittle, thou shalt say ^ 450 

To thy adorers? Thou, with trembling fear. 

Or like a fawning parasite, obey'st: 

Then to thyself ascrib'st the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory shall be soon retrench'd; 

No more slmlt thou by oracling abuse 455 

The Gentiles; henceforth oracles are ceas'd. 

And thou no more with pomp and sacrifice 

Shalt be inqnir'd at Deiphos, or elsewhere; 

At least in Tain, for thej^ shall find thee muto, 

QoA hath now sent his hying orade 460 

Into the world to teach his final will. 

And sends his Spirit of truth henceforth to dwelt 

In pious hearts, im inward orade 

To all truth requisite for men to know.' 

So spake our Sarioor; but the subtle fiend, 465 

Though inly stone with anger and disdain. 
Dissembled, and mis answer smooth retum'd: 

^Sharply thou hast insisted on rebuke. 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But mbery hath wi^sted from me. Where 470 

Easily canst thou find one miserable, 
And not enforcM oft-times to part from truth, 
If it may stand him more in stead to lie, 
Say and unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure? 
But thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord; 475 

From thee I can, and must, submiss endure 
Check or reproof, and glad to 'scape so quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth , add rough to walk. 
Smooth on the tongue discoursed, pleasing to th' ear. 
And tuneable as syivan pipe or song; 480 

What wonder then if I dehght to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth? Most men admire 
Virtue, who follow not her lore: permit me 
To hear thee when I come (since no man comes). 
And talk at least, though I despalir to attain. 485 

Thy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure. 
Suffers the hypocrite or adieous priest 
To tread his sacred courts , and minister 
About hb altar, handling holy things. 
Fraying or vowing; and vonchsafd his voice 490 

To Batoam reprobate , a prophet yet 
Inspir'dt disdam not such access to me.' 

To whom our Saviour, with nnaltor'd brow: 
*Thy coming hither, though I knew thy scopes 
I bid not, or forbid; do as thou find*it 495 

Permission from above; thou canst not more.' 

He added not; and Satan, bowing luw 
His gray dissimulation , disappear'd 
Into thin air diffused: tor now began 

13 
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Nigbt with her sullen wings to double-ehade 500 

The deeert; fowls in their clay nests were couehM; 
And now wild beasts eame forth the woods to roam. 



BOOK n. 



THE AROVMBNT. 



The ditdplet of Jenu , nneatu ai hit long absence , reaton 9- 
mongtt them»elve§ concerning it, Mary aleo gives vent to her 
maternal anxiety : in the expre»$ion of which the recapitulates 
nuauf drcmnstances respecting the birth and early life of her 
Son. Satan amain meets his infernal council, reports the bad 
success of his first temptation of our blessed Lord, and calls upon 
them for counsel and assistance . Belial proposes the tempting 
of Jesus with women. Satan rebukes Belial for his dissoluteness 
charging on him all the profligacy of that kind ascribed bp the 
poets to the heathen gods, and rejects his proposal as tn no 
respect likely to succeed. Satan then suggests other modes 
of temptation , particularly proposing to avail himself of 
eircumstanee of our Lord's hungering ; and, taking a band of 
the chosen spirits with him, returns to resume his enterprise. 
Jesus hungers in the desert. Night comes on; the manner 
in which our Saviour passes the night is described. Morning 
advances. Satan again appears to Jesus, and, after expressing 
wonder that he should be so entirely neglected in the wilderness,, 
where others had been miraculously fed^, tempts him with a sum- 
ptuous banquet of the most luxurious kind. This he rejects, and 
the banquet vamshes. Satan, finding our Lord not to be assailed 
on the ground of appetite 2 tempts him again by offering 
Mm riches, as the means of acquiring power: this Jesus also 
reacts , producing many instances of great actions performed by 
persons under virtuous poverty, and specifying the danger of ri- 
ches, and the cares and pains inseparable from power and 
groOtnese^ 



MfeANWHILE the new-baptiz'd , who yet remained 

At Jordan with the Baptist, and had seen 

Him whom they heard so late expressly cali'd 

Jesns Messiah , Son of G6d declared. 

And on that high authority had believed, 5 

Abd with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd; I mean 

Andrew and Simon , famons after known, 

With others, though in holy w/it not namM) 

Now missing him , their joy so lately found 

(So lately found , and so abruptly gone), 10 

Besan to doubt, and doubted many days, 

And, as the days increasM, increas*d their doubt. 

Sometimes they thought he might be only shown^ 

And for a time caught up to God , as once 

jfosei was in the mount and missing long, 15 

And the great Thisblto, who on fiery wheels 

Rode up to heav'n, yet once again to comes 
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Tlierefoi«9 ai thote yomig^ prophets tiMm with care 

Sought lott Elijah, so in each place these 

Nigh to Bethabara; iti Jericho SO 

The city of pahns , Mnmi , and Salem old^ 

Machaeras, and each town or city wali'd 

On this side the broad lake Genezaret, 

Or in Peraea; but re|am*d in vain. 

Hien on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, 25 

Where winds with reeds and osiers whisp'ring play, 

Plain fis|iennen (no greater men ^tm call). 

Close in a cottage low together got* 

Their nnexpected lo9s and plaints ootbreath^d : 

*Alas , from what high hope to what relapse 90 

Unlook'd for are we falFn! onr eyes beheld 
Messiah certainly now come, so iong 
Expected of our fathers; we have heard 
His words, his wisdom full of grace and .truth. 
^Now, now, for sore, deliverance is at hand, Sf 

The kingdom shall to Israel be restored;" 
Thus we rejoiced, but soon our joy is tnrn'd 
Into perplexity and new amaze: 
For whither is he gone , what accident 
Hath rapt him from us ? will he now retire 40 

After appearance , and again prolong 
Our expectation? God of Israel, 
Send thy Messiah forth , the time is come ; 
Behold the kings of th' earth , how they opprest 
Thy chosen ; to what highth their powV u^jint 45 

They have exalted, and behind them cast 
All fear of thee; arise, and vindicate 
lliy glory; free thy people from flieir yoke* 
But let ds wait; thus far he hath perform'd. 
Sent hit Anointed, and to us reveiU'd him; i50 

By his great prouhet , pointed at and shown 
In public, and with him we have conversed; 
Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 
Lay on his providence; he m'iII not fall. 
Nor will withdraw him now, nor will re«iill, 55 

Mock us with his blest sight, then snatch him hence; 
Soon we shall see our hope , our joy , return.' 

Thug they, out of their plaints, new hope resume 
To find whom at the firijit they found unsought: 
But, to his mother Mary, when she saw 60 

Others returned from baptism, not her son, 
P^or left at Jordan, tidings of him none, 
Within her breast though calm , her breast though pure 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rain'd 
Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus dad : £5 

K>, what avails me now that honour high, 
To have conceived of ^od, or that salute, 
^^Hail, highly favonr'd, among women blest !^ 
While I to sorrows am no less advanced. 
And fears as eminent, above the lot 70 

Of other women, by the birth I bore; 
la such a season born , when acarce a fthed 
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Ceidd be ohtoinM to shdltnr him or me 

From the bleak air; a stable was onr warmdiy 

A manger his; yet toon enfiDre^il to % 75 

Thence into Egypt 9 till the murd'roiif king 

Were dead, who looght hb life, and miering filled 

With infant blood the ttreets of Bethl^em; 

From Egypt home retom'd In Nazareth 

Hath been onr dwdliog many years; his Ufe 80 

Privatoy miaetive, calm, conteraf^attTe, 

Little fosplcteas to any king; hot now 

Full grown to man, acknowledged, as I hear. 

By John the Baptist, and in public shown, 

S«n own'd from heaven by his Father's voice, S5 

I look'd for some great change; to honour? no, 

But trouble, as old Simeon |4ain foretold. 

That to flie fall a&d rising he sho^d be 

Of many in Israel, and to a sign 

Spoken against , that throngh my very son! 90 

A sword shall pierce: this is my favoured loty 

BIy exaltation to afflictions high; 

Afflicted I may be, It seems, and blest; 

I wlU not argne that, per will repine. 

But where delays he now? some great intent 95 

Conceals him: when twelve years he scarce had seen, 

I lost him, bat so found, as well I saw 

He could not lose himself, but went about 

His Father's business ; what he meant I mns*d. 

Since understand $ much more his -absence now 100 

Thus long to some great purpose he obscures. 

But I to wait with patience am Inured ; 

My heart hath been a store-house long of thingSi 

And sayings laid up, portending strange events.' 

Thus Mary , pond'ring oft, imd oft to mind 105 

RecalHflg what remariiably had pass'd 
Since first her salutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling: 
The while her Son, tracing the desert wild. 
Sole, but with holiest meditations fed, 110 ' 

Into himself descended , and at onco 
All his great work to come before him aet; 
How to begin, how to accomplish best 
His end of being on earth, and mismon high: 
For Satan, with sly preface to retom, 115 

Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air. 
Where all his potentates in cjouncil sat; 
There, without sign of boast, or sign of joy. 
Solicitous and blank, he thus began: 120 

'Princes, heav'n's ancient sons, ethereal thrones; 
Demonian spirits now, from th' element 
Each of his reign allotted , rightlier cali'd 
Pow'rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath 
(So may we hold our place and these mild wbU 125 
Without new trouble), such an enemy 
is risen to invade us, who no less 
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Threatens tlmn our expulsion down to hell; 

I, as I undertook, and with the Tote 

Oniseotiiig in fall frequence ijres impower'd, 130 

Hare found him , TiewM him , tasted him ; bnt find 

Far other labour to be undergone 

Than when I dealt with Adam first of men. 

Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell, 

However to this man inferior far; 135 

If he be man by mother's side, at least 

With more than human gifts from heay'u adomM, 

Perfections absolute, graces divine. 

And amplitude of minds to greatest deeds. 

Therefore I am retum'd , lest confidence 140 

Of my success with Eve in Paradise 

Deceive ye to persuasion over-sure 

Of like succeeding here : I summon all 

Rather to be in readiness, with hand 

Or counsel to assist; lest I, who erst 145 

Thought none my equal, now be over>match'd/ 

So spake th' old serpent, doubting; and from all 
With clamour was assur'd their utmost aid 
At his command: when from amidst them rose 
Belial, the dissolutest spirit that fell, 150 

The sensualest, and, after Asmodai, 
The fleshliest incubus; and thus advisM: 

^Set women in hk eye, and in his walk. 
Among daughters of men the &irest found: 
Many are in each region passing fair 155 

As the noon sky; more like to goddesses 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and discreet, 
Expert in amorous art«« enchanting tongues 
Persuasive, virgin miQesty with mild 
And sweet allay'd , yet terrible f approach, 160 

Skill'd to retire, and, in retiring , draw 
Hearts after diem tangled in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the pow*r to soft'n and tame 
Severest temper, smooth the rugged'st brow,' 
l^erve, and with voluptuous hope dissolve, 165 

Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
At will the manliest, resolutest breast. 
As the magnetic hardest iron draw^. 
Women, when nothing else, begnil'd the heart 
Of wisest Solomon, and made him build, 170 

And made him how, to the gods of his wives/ 

To whom quick answer Satan thus returned: 
*Belial , in much uneven scale thou weigh'st 
All others by thyself; because of old 
Thou thyself doat'st on womankind, admiring 175 

Their shape , ikelt colour , and attractive graoe^ 
None are, thou think'st, bnt taken with such toys. 
Before the flood thou with thy lusty crew. 
False-titled sons of God, roaming the earth. 
Cast wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 180 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. 
Have we not seen, or by relatiou heard, 
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In courts and regal chansbere hoir thoa lork'ft, 

In wood or grove , by mossy fountain-side, 

In valley or green meadow, to way-lay 185 

Some beaaty rare, Callsto, dymene. 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 

Or Amymooe, Syrinx, many more 

Too long, then lay*st thy ^scapes on names adorM^ 

Apollo , Neptune, Japiter , or Pan, 190 

Satyr, or Faun , or Sylvan? But these haunts 

Delight not all ; among die sons of men, 

How many have with « smile made smaU acooont 

Of beauty and her lores , easilv seomM 

All her assaults, on worthier things intent! 195 

Remember that Pellemi conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the East 

He slightly view'd, and slightly overpass'd; 

How he , sumam'd of Africa , dismissed, 

in his prime youth , the fair Iberian maid. 200 

For Solomon, he liv*d at ease, and full 

Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 

Higher design than to enjoy his state; 

Thence to the bait of women lay expos*d: 

But he, whom we attempt, is wiser far, !ft)5 

Than Solomon , of more exalted mind,f 

Made and set wholly on th' accompltdmient 

Of greatest things. What woman will you find, 

Though of thin age the wonder and flie fame, 

On whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye 210 

Of fond desire? Or ^ould she, confident. 

As sitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 

Descend with all her winning charms begirt 

T' enamour, as the cone of Venos once 

Wrought that effect on Jove, so fables tell; 215 

How would one look from his majestic brow. 

Seated as on the top of virtuous hill, 

Discount'nanoe her despis'd, and put to rout 

All her array; her female pride deject. 

Or turn to reverent awe! lor beauty stands 220 

In th' admiration only of weak minds 

Led captive; cease to admire, and all her plumes 

Fall flat, and shrink into a trivial toy. 

At every sudden slighting quite abash'd. 

Therefore with manlier objects we must try 225 

His constancy ; with such as have more show ^ 

Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praise, 

Rocks wherciin greatest men have oftest wrecked; 

Or that which only seems to satisfy 

Lawful desires of nature, not beyond; 230 

And now 1 know he hungers, where no food 

Is to be found , in the wide wilderness: 

The rest commit to me; I shall let pass 

No advantage, and his strong^ as oft assay** 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim; 235 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band 
Of spirits, llkest to himself in guile, 
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To be at hand, and at kit hwk appear. 

If cause were to imfold Bome active scene 

Of varioBs persons, each to know his part; 240 

Then to the desert takes with these his fli^t; 

Where « still from shade to shade, die Son of God 

After forty days' fasting had remain'd. 

Now hnng'ring first , 8md to himself thus siud : 

^Where will this end? four times ten days I 'to paia'd 245 
Wand'ring this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tasted, nor had appetite; that fast 
To' virtue I impute not , or count part 
Of what I suffer here ; if nature peed not, 
^ Or God support nature without repast S50 

Though needing, what praise is it to endure? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks ; yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other way, 
Though hunger still remain : so it remain 255 

Without this body'jB wasting, 1 content me. 
And from the sting of famine fear no harm; 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts, that feed ** 
Me hungVing more to do my Father's will/ 

It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 260 
Commun'd in silent walk , then laid him down 
Under the hospitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick intertroven; there he slept, 
And dream'd, as appetito is wont to dream. 
Of meats and drinks, natare*» refreshment sweet: 265 
Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith stood. 
And saw the ravens with their homy beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing, ev'n and morn, 
Though ravenous, taught if abstain from what they brought : 
He saw the prophet also , how he fled 270 

Into the desert , and how there he slept 
Under a juniper; then how awak'd 
He found his supper on the coals preparM, 
And by the angel was bid rise and eat, 
And eat the second time aftor repose, 275 

The strength whereof suffic'd him forty dayss 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook. 
Or as a guest with Daniel at his pulse. 
Thus wore out night ; and now the herald lark 
lioft his ground-nest, high tow'ring to descry 280 

The mom's approach, and greet her with his song: 
As lightly from his grassy couch up-rose 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream; 
Fasting he went to sleep, and fasting wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon his steps he rear'^ 285 

From whose high top to ken the prospect round. 
If cottage were in view, sheep-coto, or herd; 
But cottage, herd, or sheep-cote, none he saw; 
Only in a bottom saw a pleasant grove. 
With chant of tuneful birds resounding loud: 290 

Thitiher he bent hit vroy, detorminM tiiere 
To reil at noon, and eaterM soon the shade 
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High roof d, and walks beneafii, and alleys browa. 

That opened in the midst a woody scene; 

Nature's own work it seem'd (nature taught art^, 295 

And, to a superstitioas eye« the haunt 

Of wood-gods and wood-nymphs t he yiew'd it roand. 

When suddenly a man before him stood; 

Not rustic as before , but seemlier clad. 

As one in city, or court, or palace inred, 300 

And with lair speech these words to him address'd: 

*With granted leaTe officious 1 return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long should bide, 
Of aU things destitute ; and, weU I know, " 305 

Not without hunger. Others of some note. 
As story tells, ImTe trod this wilderness; 
The fugitive bond-woman , with her son. 
Outcast Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing angel; all the race 310 

Of Israel hero had famish'd , had not God 
RainM from heaVn manna ; and that prophet bold. 
Native of Thebes, wand'ring here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting lum to eat: 
Of thee these forty days none hath regard, 315 

Forty and more deserted here indeed. * 

To whom thus Jesus: ^What eondud'st thou henee? 
They all had need; I, at thou seest, have none.' 

'How hast thou hunger then?' Satan replied. 
^Tell me, if food were now before thee set, 320 

Wouldst Aou not eat ? ' 'Thereafter as I like 
The giver,' answer'd Jesus. 'Why should Aat 
Cause thy refusal?' said the subtle fiend. 
'Hast Ihou not right to all created things? 
Owe not all creatures by just right to thee 325 

Duty and service , nor to stay till bid. 
But tender all their pow'r? Nor mention I 
Meats by the law' unclean, or offered first 
To idols, those young Daniel could refuse; 
Not proffer'd by an enemy, though who 330 

Would scruple that, with want oppress'd? Behold, 
Nature ashamed, or, better to express. 
Troubled , that thou shouldst hunger, hath purveyed 
From all. the dements her choicest store. 
To treat thee, as beseems, and as her Lord, 335 

With honour : only deign to sit and eat' 

He spake no dream; for, as his words had end, 
Our SavicHir lifting up his eyes beheld. 
In ample space under the broadest shade^ 
A table richly spread^ in regal mode, 340 

With dishes pil'd, and meats of noblest sort 
And savour; beasts of dbase, or fowl of game. 
In pastry built; or from the spit, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber-steam'd ; all fish , from sea or shore. 
Freshet or purling brook, of shell or fin, 346 

And exquisitest name, for which was draia'd 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coast 
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(Ala«, h0w simple, to these cates compiirMy 

Was that crade apple that diverted Eve!) 

And at a stately sideboard, by the vine 350 

That fragrant smell difius^d , in order stood 

Tdli itripling youths rich clad, of faiter hne 

Than G-anymed or Hylas; distant more 

Under the trees now tripp*d, now solemn stood. 

Nymphs of Diana's train , and Naiades, 355 

With fmits and flowers from Amalthea's honi, 

And ladies of th' Hesperides, that seemM 

Fairer than feigned of old , or fabled since 

Of faery damsels, met in forest vide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, ' 3G0 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore. « 

And all the vhile harmonious airs vere heard 

Of chiming strings , or charming pipes ; and vinds 

Of gentlest giUe Andiian odours fonn'd 

From their soft wings, and Flora's earliest smelUi. 365 

SucH vas the splendour; and the tempter now 

His invitation earnestly renewed : 

'What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat? 
These aire not fruits forbidden; no interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pure; 370 

Their taste no knowledge works , at least of evil. 
But life preserves 9 destroys life's enemy, 
Hnnser, with sweet restorative delight. 
All mese are spirits of air, and woods, and springs, 
Thy gentle ministers , who come to pnv ^ 375 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee ueir Lord; 
What donbrst thou, Son of Ctod? Sit down and eat.* 

To whom thus Jesus temperately replied: 
^Said'st thou not that to all things I had right? 
And who vithholds my pow'r that right to use^ 380 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 
When and where likes me best^l can conunand? 
I can at will, doubt not, as soon as thou, 
Conmiaad a table in this wilderness. 
And call swift flights of angels mmiitrant 335 

Array'd in glorv on my cup to attend: 
Why shonldst thou then obtrude this diligence, 
In vain , where no acceptance it can find ? 
And with my hunger what hast thou to do? 
Thy pompous delicacies ^contemn, 390 

And count thy specious gifts no gifts, but guiles.' 

To whom thus answer'd Satan malecontent: 
*That I have also pow'r to give, thou seest: 
If of that pow'r 1 bring thee voluntary 
What I m^ht have bestow'd on whom I pleased, 395 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chose to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why riiouldst thou not accept it? but I see 
What 1 can do or offer is suspect; 
Of these things others quickly will dispose, ^ 400 

Whose pains have eam'd the fiir-fet f>poiI.' With that 
Both table and provision vanishd quite 

K 
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Only th^ importane terapter still remained, 

And with these words his temptation ^ursttM: 405 

^By hanger, that each other creature tames, 

Thou art not to he h;irra*d, therefore not movM; 

Thy temp<»rance inTincihle besides, 

For no allurement yields to appetite ; 

And all thy heart is set on high designs, 410 

High actions: hut wherewith to be achieT*d? 

Great acts require great means of enterprise ; 

Thou art unknown ^ unfriended , low of birtti, 

A carpenter thy father known , thyself 

Bred up in poverty and straits at home, 415 

Lost in a desert here tmd hunger-bit : 

Which way, or from what hope, dost thou aspire 

To greatness? whence authority derlT'st? 

What followers, what retimiie, canst thou gain. 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 420 

Longer tfi^n thoQ canst feed them on diy cost? 

Money brings honour, friends, conquest, and realms: 

What raisM Antipater the Edomite, 

And his son Herod placM on Judah's throne, 

lliy throne, but gold that got hhn puissant friends? 425 

Therefore, If at great things thou wouldst arrive, 
Get riches first, get wealth, atod treaiure heap, 

Not difficult, if thou hearifen to ra^i 

Riches are nune, fortune it In my hand; 

They whom I favour thrive in weaftfa antafn, 430 

While virtue, valour, wisdom, sit hi want.' 

To whom thus Jesus patientljf replied : 
<Yet wealth, without these threo, is impotent 
To gain dominion , or to keep it gaWd. 
Witness those ancient empires of the earth, 435 

In highth of aH their flowing wealdi dissolved : 
But men endued with ^cse have oft attained 
In lowest poverty to highest deeds; 
Gideon;^ and Jephtha, and the shepherd lad » 
Whose o£&pring on the throne of Judah sat 440 

So many ages , and shall yet regain 
That seat , and reign In Israel without end. 
Among the Heathen (fbr thronghont the world 
To me Is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy of memorial}, canst thou not remember 445 
Quintius, Fabriciiis, Curios, Regulus? 
For I esteem those names of men so *t>oor, ^ 
Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches, thongh oflerM from the hand of kings. 
And what in me seems wanting, but that I 450 

May also In this poverty as soon 
Accomplish wliat they did, perhaps and more? 
Extol not riches then , (he toil of fools, 
The wise man's rumbranre, if not snare; more apt 
To sleeken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. 
What if with like aversion I reject 
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Ricliet and raalnui? jet not for th«t a cnyim. 

Golden in show , is bot a vreadi of thorns, . 

Rringi dangers, troubles, cares, and sleepless nights, 460 

To him who wears the regal diadem, 

^Vhen on his shoulders each man's burden lies ; 

For therein stands the ofiPice of a king. 

His honour, yirtue, merit, and chief pnise. 

That for the pubh'c all this weight he bears. 465 

Vet he, who reigns within hnnself, and rules 

Passions, desires, and fears, is more a king; 

Which erery wi«e and virtuous man attains ; 

And who attains not, ill aspires to role 

dities of men, or headstrong multitudes, 470 

Subject himself to aiwrchy within. 

Or lawloM passions i# him , which he serves. 

But to guide nations in the way of truth 

By saving doctrine, ynd from error lead 

To know, and knowing worship God aright, 475 

Is yet more kingly; this attracts the soul> 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 

That other o'er the body only reigns. 

And oft by force, which to a generous mind. 

So reigning, can be no sincere deKght, 480 

BesidoM, to give a kingdom hath been thought 

Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous than to assume. 

Riches are needless then, both for themselves^ 

And for thy reason why they tdiould be sought, 485 

To gam a scepter, oftest better mist'd.' 
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THB arquwbut^ 



Satan , in a tpeeeh of much flattering eommendati9n , endea- 
vura to awaken in Jfut a fomion fovMlory^ by particulariBing 
varioau in»tanee» of conque8t$ acbievea* and great action* per- 
formed^ byperBons at an early period of life, ihtr Lord repliee^ 
by.ahowing the vanity of worldly fame, and the improper meane 
by which tU4§ generally attained; and oontraste with it the true 
glory of religioue patience and virtuous wiedom , aa exemplified 
in the character of Job. Satan juitifiee the love of glory from the 
example of €rod hinuelf, who requfree it from all his ereaturee, 
Jeeue deteete the fallacy of this argument, by shewing that, as 
goodness is the true ground on which glory fs due to the great 
Creator of all things , sinful man can have no right whatever to 
it,'- Satan then urges our Lord respecting his claim to the throne of 
David; he tells /dm that the kingdom of Judea, being at that 
time a province of Borne , cannot be got possession of without 
much personal exertion on his part, and presses him to lose no 
time in beginning to reign, Jesus refers him to thi time aUot- 
ted for this, as for all other things ; and, after intimating some- 
what respecting his own previous sufferings , asks Satan why he 
should be so solicitous for the exaltation of one , whose rising 
was destined to be his fall. Satan replies, that bis own despe- 
rate state , by excluding all hope , leaves little room for fear ; 
and that, ae kis enm punishment was equaUy doomed, he is 
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not ititerested in nrevemting the rtign •/ Me, from whoi/te appa- 
rent benevolence he might rather hope for some interference in 
hio favour,— Satan atili pureuea hia former incitements, and^ 
ouppoaing that the aeeming reiuetanee of Jeaua to be thka ad' 
vanced might arise from hia being unacquainted with the world 
and ita gloriea^ eonveya him to the aummit of a high mountain^ 
and from thence ahowa him moat ^ of the kingdoma of Aaia. par- 
ticularly pointing out to hia notice aomc extraordinary miiitang 
preparationa of theParthiana to reaiat the incuraiona if the Sc^- 
thiana. He then informa our Lord, that he ahowed him thia pur- 
poaely that he might aee how neeeaaary military exertiona are 
to retain the poaaeaaion of kingdoma , aa weU aa to aubdue thena 
at firat , ana adviaea him to conaider how impoaaible it waa to 
maintain Judea againat two auch powerful neighboura aa the 
Bomana and BarthTanay and how neeeaaary it would be to form, 
an alliance with one or other of them. At the aame time he re- 
eommenda, and engagea to aecure to him, that of the Farthiana; 
and tella him that by thia meana hia power will be defended 
from any thing that Home or Caeaar might attempt againat it^ 
and that he will be able to extend ma fi^ory wide, and eaper 
daily to accomplish what waa particularly necessary to make 
the throne of Judea really the throne of David , the deliverance 
and restoration of the ten tribes , atill in a atate of eaptivitif, 
Jeaua, havirtg briefly noticed the vahity of military efforta^ 
and the weakneaa of the arm of fleah , aaya, that when the time 
eomea forhia aaeending hia allotted throne, he shall not be riacks 
he remarks on Satan's extraordinary %eal for the deliverance of 
the laraelitea. to whom he had alwaya showed himself an enemy, 
and dedareg their servitude to be the consequence of their idola- 
try; but adda^ tfuU at a future time it may perhaps pleaae Crod 
to retail them, and reatore them to their liberty and native laudw 



SO spake the Son of God; and Satan stood 

A while at mute 9 confounded what to say, 

What to reply, confuted and conrioc'd 

Of hit weak arguing and fallacious drift; 

At length, collecting all his serpent wiles, 5 

With soothing words renew'd , him thus accosts t 

^ I see thou know*st what is of use to know. 
What hest to say canst say* to do canst do; 
Thy actions to thy words accord , thy words 
To thy large heart ^?e utterance due , thy heart 10 
Contains of good, wise, just, the perfect shape. 
Should kings and natioufi from thy mouth consult, 
Thy counsel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim , those oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breast ; or tongue of seers old, 15 

Infallible: or wert thou sought to deeds 
That might require the array of war, thy skill 
Of conduct would be such , that all the world 
Could not sustain thy prowess, or subsist 
In battle, though against thy few in arms; ^ 20 

These God-Kke virtues wherefore doi^t thou hide, 
Affecting private life, or more obscure 
In saTage wilderness? wherefore deprive 
All earSi her wonder at thy acts, thyself 
The fame and glory, glory the reward S5 

That sole excites to high attempts , the flame 
Of most erected spirits, most tempered pure 
Ethereal, who all pleasures else despise. 
All treasures and all gain esteem as dross. 
And dignities and pow'ra all but the highest? 80 
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Thy years are ripe, and over-iipe; the MB 

Of macedonian Philip had ere tiie«e 

Won Asia, and the throne of Cyms held 

At his dispose; young S«lpio had hronght down 

The Carthaginian pride; young Fonipey qodl'd 35 

The Pontic king, and ia triAm]^ had rode. 

Xet years y and to ripe years jadgement mature, 

Qaench not the thirst of glory, hut aagment. 

Great Julias, whom now all the world admires. 

The more he grew In years, the more inflam'd 40 

With glory, wept that he had liv'd so long 

Inglorious : but thou ^et art not too late.' 

To whom onr Saviour calmly thus replied: 
*Thon neither dost persnade me to seek wealth 
For empire's S9ke, nor empire to affect 45 

For glory's sake, by all ray argument. 
For what is glor^ but the blasee of fame. 
The people's praise, if always praise nnmix'd? ' 
And what the people bat a herd confus'd, 
A miscellaneoos rabble, who extol 50^ 

Things Tnlgar, and, well weighed, scarce woiih the praise i^ 
They praise, and they admire, they know not what, 
And know not whom, bat as one leads the other;. 
And what delight to be by sach extott'd. 
To live open their tongues, and be th^ talk, 55 

Of whom to be disprais'd were no snudlptaiseP 
Hb lot who dares be singularly good. 
Th' intelligent among them and the wise* ^ 
Are few, and glory scarpe of few is sats^d. 
This is true glory and renown, whea God, 60 

Looking on th* earth , with approbatioa mariis . 
The just man , and divulges him liirongh hoMen * 

To all his angels, who with true applause. . 
Recount his praises: thns he did to Job, , 
yfk^ to extend his fame throogh heav'n mmA eaitfi) 65 
As ihoa to thy reproach maysC wett lemomber, - 
Hi ask'd Oiee, ''Hast tlioa seen my sonant Job 9" , ' 
Famous he was in heaven, on earth lesa Impwa^ 
Where glory is ^e glory, attributed 
To filings not gtorioos , men not worfiiy of iomew 70 
They err, who oount it glorious to subdoe 
By conquest far and wide « to.oTer-roii 
Large countries, and in folds great battles. win. 
Great cities by assault: what do those worthies^ 
Bat rob and spoil, bum, slauj^ter, and enaftaYo ' 75 
Peaceable nations, neighboring or remote. 
Made captire, Tet deserring freedom move 
Hian those their oonquerors, who leave belund 
Nothing bat raia whetesoe^er they ro¥e^ 
And all the fioorishing woiks of peate destroy ; 80 

Then swell with pride, and most be titled Gods, 
Great Benefactors of mankind, D^vorers, 
Worshipt with tempfo, priest, and sacrifice? 
One b the son of Jove, of Mars the other; 
Titt eonqu'for Deolb dSioover tbwa scarco men, 85 



Rolling in bratidi Tiixt md defeni'd. 

Violent or shamefdl death tiieir dne rtward; 

Bnt if there be in gUfey noght of good. 

It ma jr by neant to dSfferent be attained. 

Without ambition , war, or Tiolence ; 90 

By deeds of peaise, by wisdom endnent. 

By pati««3e\ temperance: I mention still 

Him, whom thy wrongs, with saintly palliliee bome^ 

Hade fanMNM in a land and times olfscore; 

IVho names not now with hoaonr patiait Job ? 95 

Poor Socrates (who next more memorable?), 

By what he taught, and snffinr'd for so doing, 

For tmth*s sake snifering death, unjust, tires now 

Eqnid in lame to proudest conqaerors. 

Yet if for fame and glory aught be done, 100 

Aught suffered; if young African lor fame 

His wasted conntry freed from Punic rage; 

The deed becomes unprais'd, the man at least, 

And loses, though bnt rerbal, his reward. 

Shall I seek glory then, as Tain men seek, 10$ 

Ofk not desorr'dt' I seek not mine, bnt his 

Who sent me ; and thereby Witness whence I am.* 

To whom the tempter mmm^ring thus replied : 
«Think not so slight of glory; Hiei^eln least 
Rescanblinff thy great Fadier : he seeks glory, 110 

And for h& glory all things made, all things 
Orders and gOTems ; nor content in heaven ' 
Bt all his angeb glorified, requires 
Glory from men, from all^men, good or bad, 
Wse or unwise I no difference, no evomption; 115 

AboTc all saciifoo, or hattow'd gift, 
Glory he «equlres, and glory lie reoei^res, 
Promiseaons from all nations, Jew or ^reek. 
Or barbarous, nor exceptions hath declared; 
Fiom as, Mt-foes pvonomMfd, gloiy ho ends.* ISO 

To whom mu SaTfoor fenrently rOplied t 
«And rtasoa; shiee his ^nard all ttdngs product 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end. 
But to show forth his goodness, and impart 
His good eommunioable to crei^ soul 125' 

Freely ; of whom what eoaM be less expect 
Than glory and bsMBiMctien, 4hat is, (iiairtcs. 
The sDehtest, easiest, i«adlest veeempense 
From them who oottM iretura him notiifaig else, 
And, not retomuig that^ would l&ellest render 180 

Content instead , mshoaour , oblo^? 
Hard recompense, unsuitable »elnm 
For so much good , so much beneficence! 
Out why should man seek glory^ who of his «wn 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing behmga 135 

But condeasnation, Igaominy, and shame? 
Who for so maay benefits recdv^ 
TnmM recreant to God, IngMite and frlse. 
And so of all true good himself despoil'd; 
Yet, samlsgtons, to hiamelf would take 140 
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That wbich to God alone of right belongi : 
Yet 80 much bounty is in God, eiich grace. 
That who adTance his glory, not their own. 
Them he himself to glory will advance/ 

So spake the Son yf God ; and here again MS 

Satan had not to answer, but stood struck 
With guilt of his own sin; for he himself. 
Insatiable of glory, jhad lost all; 
Yet of another plea bethought him soon: 

^Of glory, as thou wilt,' said he, ^so deem; ISO 
Worth or not wort]i the seefcing, let it pass. 
But to a kingdom thou art born , ordained » 

To sit upon thy father David's throne, 
Uy mother's side thy father; though thy right 
Be now in powerful hands, that Mill not part 155 

Easily from possession won with anus: 
Judea now and all the proroisM laud, 
Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke, 
Obeys Tiberius; nor is always rul'd . 
With temp'rate sway; oft have they violated 160 

Tlie temple , oft the law , with foul affronts. 
Abominations rather, as did once . 
Antiochus: and think' st thou to regain 
Thy right. by sitting still, or thus retiring? 
So did not Maccabeus: he jndeed 165 

Retir'd unto the desert, but with arms; 
And o'er a mighty king so oft prevail'd, 
Tliat by strong hiand his fomily obtained, 
Though priests ) the crown, and David's throne usurped, 
With Modin ai)d her surborbs one content. » 170 
If Uflgdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And du^^; zca) and duty are not slow, ^ 
But on occa>^iott^0 forelock watchful wait: 
I'hey themselves xather are occasion best ; v 
Zeal of thy father's house, duty to free 175 

Thy country from her Heatlien servitude. 
So shalt th^u best fulfil, best verify 
The prophets old, who sung thy endlesi reign; 
The happier reign ^ the soou^ it begins: 
Reigii Uien; what canst thou better do the while?' 180 

To whom our Saviour answer thus retuniM: 
^AU things are best fulfiU'd in their due time; 
And time there is for all things. Troth hath said: 
If of my reign prophetic writ hath told. 
That it shall never end , so , when begin, 185 

The Father in his purpose bath decreed ; 
He, in whose hand all times and reasons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that I shall first 
Be tried in humble state, and things adverse, 
JBy tribulation, injuries, insults, ^ 190 

Conte|npl;s,.and scorns, and snares, and violence, 
Sufiering, abstaining, quietly expecting,. 
Without distrust or doubt, tlmt he may know 
What I can suffer, how obey? Who best 
Can suffer, best can do; best reign, who first 195 
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WfUl hath obey'd; ja«t trial, ere I merit 

My exaltation without change or end. 

Bat wliat concerns it thee, when I begin 

My everliisting kingdom ? Why art thou 

Smicitous? What moTes thy inqni^tion? £00 

■ Know'st thou not that my rifiing ifl th^r fall. 
And ray |»romotioii, will be thy destniction?' 

1^0 whom the tempter, inly racked, replied: 
^t that come when it comes; all hope is lost 
Of my reception into grace: what worse? 205 

Wof where no hope is left , is left no feir : 
If there be worse, th^ expectation more 
Of wof^e torments me than the feeling can* 

, I would be at the worst: worst is my port. 
My harbour , and my ultimate repose ; SIO 

The end I would attain , iiiy final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
Bly crime; whatever, for itself condemnM; 
And will alike be puniiili^d, whether thoa 
Reign, or reign not; though to/4hat gentle brow S15 
Willingly could I fly, and hope thy reign. 
From that placid aspM and metk regard, 
Radier than aggrayate my ewU state, 
Would stand between me and thy Father's ire 
(Whose ire 1 dread more than the fire of hell), S20 
A shelter, and a kind of shading cool 
Interposition , as a summer's cloud* 
If I then to the worst that can be haste. 
Why more thy feet so slow to wHat is best^ 
Happiest, both to thyself and all the world, 225 

That thou, who worthiest art, shouldst be their king? 
Perhaps thou linger'st, in de^ thoughts detained 
Of th' enterprise so hazardous and high! * ^ * 

No wonder; for though in thee be united (. ' 

What of perfection can in mmi be found, ^230 

Or human nature can receive, consider, 
Thy life hath yet been private 4^ most part speat 
At home, scarce view*d the Galilean towns, 
And once a year Jerusalem , few days' 
Short sojourn; and whatthenceconldstthonobferre? 23$ 
The. world thou hast not seen , much less her glory. 
Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant courts. 
Best school of best experience, quickest insight 
In all things that to greatest actions lead. 
The wisest, unexperienc'd , will be ever 240 

Timorous and loth , with novice modesty 
(As he who, seeking asses, found a kingdom), 
Inesolute, unhardy, miadvoit'roas: 
But I will bring Uiee where thou soim shirft quit 
Those rudiments, nnd see before thme eyes 245 

The monarchies of th^ eartli , their pomp and state 
finfticient introduction to inform 
Thee, of thyself so apt, in regal arts. 
And regal mysteries; that thou mayst know 
How best their opposition to withstand.' 250 
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in^th tihaC (radi jpow'r was giVn hint then), be took 
The Son of God op to a mo«ntaui hi^h. 
It mis a noontahi at whose rerdant feet 
A spacious plain , outstretchM in circtiit iriile, 
Lay pleasant; from his side two liyera flow'd, S55 

Th* one winding, th' (»dier straight, and left between 
Fair champaign wiHi less riTcrs intervem'd. 
Then meeting joln'd flieir tribote to the seas 
Fertile of com the glebe, of oil, and wine$ 
With herds the pastmces thvongM, with flocks the 

hiUs; 260 

Hpge cities and high lowf'd , that well might seem 
The seats of mighuest moBarchs; and so hirge 
The prospect was , that here and there was mom 
For barren desert, foontalnless and dry. 
To this high mountain top flie tempter brought 26? 
Our Saviour , and new train of woiils began : 

*Well have we speeded, and o'er hill and dale, 
Forest and field and flood, terapfes and towers. 
Gut shorter many a league; here thou behold*8t 
Assyria, and her empire's ancient bounds^ 270 

Araxes and the Oasphm liAe; thence on 
As far as hidus east, Euphrates west, 
And oft beyond; to south the Persian bay. 
And, inaccessible, th' Arabian drought: 
Here Nineveh, of length withb her wall 275 

Several days jo«mey, built by Ninfis eld, 
Of that first golden monarchy tiie seat, 
And seat of Silmaaassar^ whose success ^ 
Israel in long captivity still monms; 
There Babylon, the wonder of all tonguet, < ' 280 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all fltydTather David's house 
Led captive, and Jerusalem laid 'waste,. 
Till Cyrus set them free; Persepolis, 
His dty, there thou seest, and Bactra diere; 285 

Ecbatana her structure vast there iliows, 
And HecalompyiOe her hundred gates | 
There Susa 1^ Oioaspes , amber stream. 
The drink of none but kings ; of later fkme^ 
Built by Emathian or by Pardiian hands, 290 

The great Seleucia, Nisibis, and there 
Artaxata, Teredon, Otesiphon, 
Turning with easy eye, thou mayst behold. 
All these the Parthian (now some ages pasty 
By great Arsaces led, who founded trst 295 

That emphre) under his dominion holds, 
From the Inxurions kings of AndOch wen. ' 

And just in time thou com'st to have a view 
Of his great pow'r; for now the Parthian king 
In Ctesiphon hath gathered all his host 800 

Against th& Scythi9n , whose hicarsions wild ' 
ifive wasted SogdIana; to her aid 
He marches now in haste; see, though from ftir, 
Uis thonsaiidf , in What martial equipage 
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They mne fMb, nietl bowf and shsfts ihea anm^ 905 

Of equal dread in flight or in purauit; 

All horsemen, in which fight thoy most excol; 

See how in warlike roaster they appear, 

Id rhombs, and wedges « and halfnuoona, and. wings^ 

He looJcM^*and saw what nwnbers numl>effloat SIO 
The city-gates oot-pour'd, light-amied troops. 
In coats of mail and military pride; 
In mail their horses dad, yet fleet and stroi^, 
Prandpg dioir ridera boro, the flow'r and ofaMilce 
Of many proTinces from bound to bounds 315 

From Arachosia , from Candaor east, 
And Margiana, to the Hyrcairfan cU£^ 
Of Caueasna, aiid daric Iberian dales; 
From Atropatia, and the ne^hbouriiig plaiaa 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the souOi 320 

Of Susiana, to Balsara's haven. 
He saw them in their forms of battle vaog'd, > 
. How quick they wheel'd, and. flying behind thaw diot 
Sharp sleet of arrowy diow'« against the face 
Of their pursuers, and overcame by flight; 3^ 

The field all iron cast a gleuning browns 
Nor wanted clouds of foot , nf» on each hora 
Cuirassiers all, in m9^1 for standing fight, 
CSiariots, or elephants indora'd with toweit 
Of archers; nor of laboring pioneers 330 

A multitude, wilh spades a^d axos ann^d 
To lay hills plane^, fell woods ^ or valleys fill. 
Or where plain was^se hill, or ov«i4ay 
With bridges rivers piroud, as with a yoke; 
Mules alter these, canieli and deomedarioa* 335 

And waggons, fraught with idiensils of war* 
Such foi^oes met not, nor so wHo a i;«Bp, 
When Agrican with all his nor&M powers 
Besieg'd Albracaa, as^omanoes to^^s. 
The city of GalUphrone , ftrom wheiicMo wia 340 

The fairast of her wk Angelica, \. 

Hia daogter, sought by many prowest knigfa 
Both Paymm, a^;the nemrs of .Chsurlemahi* x 
Such and so numerous was their chivalry.; 
At si^t whereof die fiend ye^ motp presumed, ^ 

And to our Saviour thus Ws words renew'd: 

* That thou mayst know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not evary w#y secure 
On no slight grounds thy safety; hear, afid mturk, , 
To what end I have brought the© hither , and show n35^ 
AU this fair sight: tt^ kingdom though foretold 
By prophet or by angel, unlpas thou 
Endeavour as thy fallior David did, 
Thou never shall obtain; prediction stiU 
In all things, and all Jnen , sapposes means ;^ . 355 
Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes. 
But, say diou wert possess'd 4)f David's throac^ 
By. free eoasent of aU, none opposite 
Samaritan or Jew ; liv\x co«ljdy»t ibfiv^ hope 
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Long to eajoj it , ^«t and secmro, 360 

Between two such enclosing enemies^ 

Roman and ParAianP Therefore ene of these 

Then orast make sore thy own; the Pav^iian first 

&y my airice, ds nearer, and of hite 

Fonnd able by inTasion to annoy 865 

Thy country, and eaptkre lead away her Idngs, 

Antigonos and old Hyreanas, bound, 

MaDgre the Roman: it shall be my task 

To render thee die Parthian at dispose, 

Choose which then wilt, by conquest or by league: 370 

By him thon shalt regain ^ without him not, 

lliat which alone can truly re-iiistRn thee ^ 

In David's roy^ seat, his true snoceeisor, 

DeliTerance of thy br^hreii , those ten tribes 

Whose offspring in his territory yet serve, 375 

In Habor , and among the Afedes <Hspers'd : 

Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph, lost "^ 

Hius long from Israel, serving, as of old 

Their feAen in the land of £gypt serv'd, 

TMs offer sets before thee to deliver. 380 

These if from Igervitnde thou eiialt restore 

To their Suhmritance , then , nor till then, 

Hiou on the throne «tf David in full glory, : - 

From Egypt to Eu^brates , wid beyond, ) 

6h%lt reign y and Rome or Oaesar need not fear,' 385 

To whom our Saviour Miswer'd thus, uamov'd: 
* Much osleivtatfon vain of lleshly arm 
And fragile arms, much kistrument of war, 
Long in preparing, soon to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes diou hast set ; and in my ear 390 
Vented mudi policy, and projects deep 
Of enemies , of aids , battles and leagues, 
Plausible to the world , to me worth naught. 
Means I arast use, thou say'st, prediction else 
Will onpredict, and 1^ me of the throne: 395 

My time, 1 told thee (and that time f6r thee 
Were better Airthest off), Is not yet come: 
When that comet, tynk not lliou to find me dadc 
On my part aught endeavouring , or to need 
Thy politic maxims , or that eumbeorsome 4bO 

Luggage of war there shown me , argument 
Of human weakness rather than of strength. 
My brethren > as thou calTst them, those ten fif^es 
I must defiver, if I mean to reign 
David's true heir, and his fnll scepter sway 405 

To just extent over all Israel's sons. 
But whence to thee diis zeal? Where was it then 
For Israel , or for David , or his throne. 
When ik(m stood'st up his tempter to the pride 
Of numbering Israel, whidi cost the lives 410 

Of threescore and ten &ousand Israelites 
By three days' pestilence? Su6k was thy zeal 
;To Israel then; the same that now to me! 
At for those ci^>tive tribes, themselves were they 
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Who wrought their owa captiTity, fell off 41S 

From God to worship calves , tho deitiet 
Of Egypt , Baal next and Ashtaroth, 
And aU th' idolatries of heathen round, , . 

Besides their other worse than heathenish Grimes f 
Nor in Ae land of theur captiyit j 420 

Hnmbled themselires, or penitent besought. 
The God of their forefathers; hut so died 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themselves, distinguishable scarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumcision Tain; 425 

And God with idols in their worship join'd. 
Should I of these flie liberty regard, 
Who, freed, as to their ancient patrimony^ 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd. 
Headlong would follow; and to their gods potops 430 
Of Bethel and of Dan? No; let them serine 
' Their enemies, who senre idols with God. 
Yet he at lengfth (time to himself best known), 
BememVring Abraham, by some wondrous call 
May bring them back repentant and sincere, 435 

And at their passbg cleave th' Assyrian flood. 
While to their native land wiUi joy tliey haite; 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft^ - i 

When to the promised land thdr fathers passM: . 
To his due iime and providence I leave them/ 440 

So spake Iiraers true King , and to the fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all hit wileai. 
So fives ity when with truth fidtehood contendis. 
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^SEituni ftETsttftin^ in th*i temptatiOfit af out hot 4^ ahawa Mm im- 

Sr.tiul Home in it/t grsatpH pontf} tjnd tplrndotir^ on a jiower wkick 
t: jtmbabhj Mratild pfifer At/orr that of the ParlhiuHw \ and leUi 
him that he might mth thm greutpul cane t^j^iei Tih^riuji , re^vre 
tie Htttna-nt to thHf Uherttf, ami inak^. hitnttflf mtiirtfi' noC only of 
the Hontan i^mpir^^ but^ btj ^o doijify of thv a-'holt: v'ttfid^ and in- 
ciunieeltj af the thrtint- of JJatid. Vur Irinrdy iii. J^f^pf^y €'XTireue$ 
hh fontfiinpi of g^fandettr and morlditj poiirrr, notit^t.* the tuxurtfi 
VajiUfj, and ■prft^igaf'if of tho ilu mart*, di-rlnrinfr h^n^ IHUb they 
mt^ritM to bo rPElurpd Tu thai liberty fvhivh thftj hud fttKt hif their 
miEvonduct. and hHvpi refem to thf greatness of his stem future 
kingdom. Satan, noui (ti'ajtprate^ to fnhancf' thr vaiue af Me prof-^ 
ff^red gift a, pra/fsae* that the QJiis terirm, on tthirh he trtH hettouf 
thrm^ are OHf Sa tf tour's fail iii^ doim and tporahtpjurtg klm* Out 
liord cijirr Djftii a firm hat t^mpkrate indignattun at *iifh a pro-^ 
poniti^n^ fflief nhuki'it tha U^mptr.f hij the titte uj ^Sainn for ^ver^ 
dfJtitndJ iHfjrnii^ abat^hrrt, ^fifmptfi tn jny.flfff b''mp('ff: hf tUfm 08^ 
aumea a mew ^rouiul of ieinplatum^ ui^i ;yrJ^iiiug io Jcsut theUt" 
tellectutd gratiflcaUoua of wisdom and knowledge , points out to 
him the celebrated teat of ancient learning, Athene, its schools^ 
and other tarious resorts of (earned teaokers and their tksoiplesi 
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of the boasted heathen jitU^sof kg ; and prefers to the mu$ie, jioe- 
try, eloquence, and didactic policy of the Greeke, those of the in- 
epired Hebrew writers. Satan , (rritated at the failure of all his 
attempts, upbraids the indiscretion of our Saviour in r^ecting his 
offers; and, having, in ridicule of his expected kingdom, fmetold 
the sufferings theft our Lord was to undergo^ carries him back t'nt0 
the wilderness , and leaves him there. Night comes on : Satan 
raises a tremendous storm, and attempis further to alarm Jesus 
with frightful dreams, and terrific threatening spectres; which 
however have no effect upon him. A ealm, bright, beautiful mor- 
ning succeeds to the horrors of the night, Staan again presents 
himself to our blessed Lord, and^ from noticing the storm of the 
preceding night as pointed chiefly at him , takes occasion oncw 
more to insult him with an account of the sufferings which he 
was certainly to undergo. This only draws from oar Lord a brief 
rebuke. Satan , now at the hights of his desperation , confesses 
that he had frequently watched Jesus from his birth, purposely to 
discover if he was the true Messiah; and, collecting from what 
passed at the river Jordan that he most probably was so, he had 
from that time more assiduously foUoweahim, in hopes of gain- 
ing some advantage over him, which would most effectually prove 
that he was not really that Divine Person destined to be his ^ fatal 
enemy,'' In this he acknowledges that he has hitherto completely 
failed; but still determines to make one more trial of him. Accord" 
ingly he conveys him to the temple at Jerusalem, and, placing 
km on a pointed eminence, requires him to prove his divinity ei- 
ther by standing there^ or casting himself down with safety, iPur 
Lord reproves the tempter, and at the same time manifests his 
awn divinity by standing on this dangerous point. Satan, amazed 
and terrified , instantly falls ; and repairs to his infernal com^ 
peers to relate the bad success of his enterprise. Angels in the 
mean time convey our bleued Lord to a beautiful valley m and, 
white they minister to him a repaa of celestial food , cetebrate 
his victory in a triumphant hymn. 



Fbbplkc'd and troubled at his bad tnccem 
Tbe tempter stood, nor had what to reply, 
DitcoTer'd in hif fraud, thrown from hit hope 
So oft, and the penuasiTe rhetoHc 
Hiat rieek'd hig tongue, and won to much on E? o, 5 
So little here^ nay lost; bnt Eve was Ewei 
This far his over-match, who, self deceived 
And rash, beforehand had no better weigh'd 
The strength he was to cope with, or his own: 
But as a map, who had been matchless held 10 

In cnnninr, over-reach'd where least he thought. 
To salTo hb credit, and for every spite. 
Still will be tempting him who foils him still. 
And never cease, though to his shame the more; 
Or as a swarm of flies in vintage time, 15 

About the wine-press where sweet must is pour'd. 
Beat off, returns as oftxwith hnmmuig sound; 
Or surging waves against a solid rock. 
Though all to shivers dashed, th' assault reaew 
(Tain batt'ry!) and in froth or bobbles end; 20 

So Satan, whom repulse upon repulse 
If et ever, and to shameful silence brought. 
Yet gives not o'er, though desperate of success, 
And his vain importunity pursuee>. 
He brought our Saviour to the wfistom side 25 
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Of that higli momititiB^ iHience he might behind 
Another plain, long, hntfui breadth not wide, 
Wash'd by the sonthern iea, and, on the north. 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills 
That screened &e froita of th' earth, and seats of men, 30 
Frodi cold septentrion blasts ; thence in the midst 
Ditided by a riTer , of whose banks 
On each side an imperial city stood. 
With towers and temples proudly elevate 
On seVn small hills, with pdaces adorn'd, 35 

iPorches, snd theatres, baths, aquednctli. 
Statues, and trophies, and triumphal arcs. 
Gardens and groTes, presented to lus eyes, 
AboTo the highth of mountains interpos'd 
(By what strange parajte, or optic skill 40 

Of vision, multiplied through air, or glass 
Of telescope, were curious to ingture): 
And now the tempter thus his nlence broke: 
^The city which thou seest no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, ^een of the earth, 45 
So far renowned, and with fibe spoils enrich'd 
Of nations; there the Capitol thou seest. 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On the Tnrpeian rock, her citadel - 

Impregnable; and there mount Paiatine, 50 

Th' imperial palace, compass hu^e, and high 
The structure, skUl of noblest architects. 
With gilded battlements conspicuous for, 
Turrets, and terraces, and gUttVing spires: 
Many a fair edifice besides, more like 5S 

Houses of gods (so well I have disposM 
My aery microscope), thou mayst behold. 
Outside and inside biotii, pillars and roofe, 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers. 
In cedar, marble. Ivory, or g^. 60 

Thence to tiie gates cast roimd thine eye, and see ^ 
What conflux issuing forth, or entVing in ; 
Praetors, proconsuls, to Hieir provinces 
Hasting, or on return, in robes of state, 
Uctors and rods, the ensigns of fteir pow*?, 65 

Legions and cohorts, turms of horse mid wings: 
Or embassies from regions far remote. 
In various habits, on the Appian road. 
Or on th' Emilian; some from farthest sou^ 
Syene, and where the shadow both way falls, 70 

Meroe, Nilotic isle; and, oMire to west, 
The realm of Bocehns to the Btaek-iBOor «ea ; 
From th' Asian kings, and Parthian among these; 
From In^ and the Golden CSiersonese^ 
And utmost faidia isle Taprobane, 75 

Dusk faces wilh white silken turbans wrealh'd; 
From Gallia, Gades, mid the British west; 
Germans, and Scythians, mid IShmnatiaas, north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 
All nations now lo R«Bie obe^ence pay ; SO 



^ooKir, PAHAPISE REGAINED. 23! 

To Rome's great empenur, whose vide domaiii, 

In ample territory, wealth, and power, 

Ciirility of manners , arts and arms, 

And long renowh , thoa jnstly mayst prefer 

Before the Parthian. These two thrones except, 85 

The rest are barbarous, and scarce worth the sight, 

SharM among petty kings too far remov'd ; 

These having shown thee, I have shown thee all 

The kingdoms of the wmrld , and all their glory. 

This emp'rer hatli no son, and now is old, 90 

Old and lascitions , and from Rome rettrM 

To Gapreae, an island smaH., but strong. 

On the Campanian shore, with pnrpose there 

His horrid lusts in private to. enjoy; 

Committing to a Iricked favourite 95 

All public cares , and yet of him suspicious. 

Hated of all , and hating. With what ease, 

Endued with regal virtues, as thou art, 

Appearing, and beginning noble de^s, 

BUghst thou expel this monster from his throne, 100 

Now made a sty, and, in his place ascending, 

A victor-people f^ee from servile yoke! 

And with my help thou mayst; to me the power 

Is giv'n , and by that right I give it thee. 

Aim therefore at no less than all the world; 105 

Aim at the highest : withont the highest attain'd, 

Will be for thee no sittings or not long, 

On David's throne, be prophesied what will.' 

To whom the Son of God, nnmov'd, replied: 
^Nor doth this grandeur and majestic show 110 

Of luxury, though caird magnificence. 
More than of arms before, allnre mine eye. 
Much less iny mind; though thou shouldst add to tell 
Their sumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feasts 
On citron tables or Atlantic stone . 115 

\(For I have also heard, perhaps have read), 
^eir wines of Setia, Gales, and Faleme, 

/Ghiof , and Crete,, and how they quafT in gold, 
Crystal, and myrrhtne cups , embossed with gems 
Aid studs of pearl; to me shouldst tell, who thirst 120 
And hunger still. Then enlbassies thou sfaow^st 
From nal^ions far and nigh: what honour that. 
But tedious waste of time, to sit and hear 
So many hollow compliments and lies. 
Outlandish flatteries ? Then proceed^st to talk 125 

Of th' emperor, how easily subdued. 
How gloriously: I shall, thou say'st, eirpel 
A brutal monster; what if I withal 
Expel a devil who first made him such? 
Let his tormentor conscience find him out; 130 

For him I was not sent; nor yet to free 
That people, victor once, now vile and base; 
Deservedly made vassal; who, once just. 
Frugal . and mild , and temp 'rate , -conquer'd well, 
But govern ill the notions under yoke, 135 
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Pilling^ their proTiaceg , exhausted all . 
By lust and rapine; first ambitiong grown 
Of triumph, that insulting vanity; 
Then cruel, by their eportg to blood innr*d 
Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts expoe'd; 1^ 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier still. 
And from the daily scene effeminate. 
What wise and Taliant man would seek to free 
These, thus degenerate, by themselves enslavM? 
Or could of inward slaviss make outward £ree? 145 

Know therefore, when my season comes to dt 
On UaTid^s throne, it shall be like a tiee 
Spreading and overshadowing all the earth; 
Oi^' as a stone, that shall to pieees dash 
All monarchies besides throughout the world; 150 

And of my kingdom there shall be no end: 
' Means there shall be to this ; but what the means. 
Is not for thee to know , nor me to tell. ' 

To whom tlio tempter, impudent, replied: 
'I see all offers made by me how slight 155 

Thou valuest, because offer'd,,and rcjecfst: 
Nothing will please thee, difficult and nice. 
Or nothing more than still to contradict: 
On th* other side know also thou, that I 
On what I offer set as high esteem, 160 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nang^; 
All these, which in a moment thou behold'st,. 
The kingdoms of the world , to thee I give 
(f)or given to me, I give to whom I please), 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else, 165 

On this condition; if thou wilt fall down. 
And worship me as thy superior lord 
(Easily done), and hold them all of me; 
For what can less so great a gift deserve?^ 

Whom thus our Saviour answer^ with disdain: 170 
*I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers less; 
Now both abhor, since thou hast darM to utter 
Th* abominable terms , impious condition : 
But I endure the time, till which expired 
Thou hast permission on me. It is written, ^ 175 

The first of all commandments. Thou shalt worship 
The Lord thy God, and only him shalt serve; 
And dar'st thou to ike Son of God propound 
To worship thee accursM? now more accurs'd 
For this attempt, bolder than that on £ve, 180 

And more blasphemous ; which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were given? 
Permitted rather, and by thee usurped; 
Other donation none thou canst produce. 
If given, by whom but by the King of kings, 185 

God over ail supreme? If giv'n to thee. 
By thee how fairly is the giver now 
B^aid ! But gratitude in thee is lost 
Long since. Wert thou so void of fear or shame, 
As offer them to me the Son of God? 190 
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To me niy own, on snch i^honred pact. 
That I fell down and worship thee as God? 
Get thee behind me; plain thon now apiiear'tft 
That evil one, Satan for ever damo'd.' 

To whom the fiend . with fear abath'd , replied: 195 
* Be not 80 tore offended , Son of Gh>d, 
Though ions of God both angels are and men, 
If ly to try whether in higher sort 
Than these thou bear'st t£u title, have proposM , 
What both from ^en and angels I receive, 200 

Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth, 
Nations beside from all the quarter'd winds, 
God of this world invoked, and world beneath: 
Who then thou art^ whose conuag is foretold 
To me most fatal , me it most concerns ; 1205 

The trial hath indamag*d thee bo way, 
Rather more honour left and more esteem; 
Me naught advantaged, missing what I aim'd. 
Therefore let pass, as they are transitory. 
The kingdoms of ^is world ; I shall no more 210 

Advise thee ; gain them as thou canst , or not 
And thoB thyself seem^st otherwise melin'd 
Than to a woridly cruwn; addicted more. 
To contemplation and profound dispute. 
As by that early action may be judg'd, 215 

When, slipping from thy mother's eye, thou wenfst 
Alone into the temple, there wast found 
Amoa^ the gravest rabbles, disputant 
On points and questions fitting Moses* chair, 
Teaching, not taught.- The childhood shows the man, 220 
Ai morning shows the dny: be famous then 
By wisdom; as thy empire most extend. 
So let extend thy mind o'er all &e world 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend. 
All knowledge is not conch'd in Moses* law, 225 

The Pentateuch, or what the proph^ wrote; 
The Gentiles also know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led hj nature's light. 
And widi the Gentiles nrach thoo must converse, 
Ruling them by persuasion, as thou meanest; 230 

Without their learning , how wilt thou with them, 
Or they with thee, hold conversation meet? 
How wilt thou reason with them , how refute 
Their idoUsms, traditions, paradoxes? 
Error by his own arms is be^t evinc'd. 235 

Look once more, ere we leave this specular mount, 
Westward, much nearer by sonth-wo<'t, behold; 
Where on the Aegean shore a city stamls, 
BjiHt nobly , pure the air , and light the soil ; 
Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts 240 

And eloqnence ^ native to- famous wits 
Or hospitable , in her sweet recess. 
City or suburban , studious walks and shades. 
See there the olive grove of Academe, 
Plato's rethrement, where the Altic bird 2^5 

K 1 
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Trills ber thklr-warbled notes the smnmer loog; 
There flowery hill Hymettns , with the tomd 
Of bees' industrioag mnrmur, oft ioTitet 
To studioiis musing; there Ilissns rolk 
His whisp'iing stream t witluii the walis then ^Um 250 
The schools of ancient sages ; his who bred 
Great Alexander to subdae the world, 
Lyceam there, and painted Stoa nexts 
There shalt thou hear and learn the secret power 
Of harmony , in tones and numbers hit ^5 

By Toice or hand; and rarious-measur'd TOise, 
Aeolian charms and Dorian lyric odes. 
And his who gave them breath, but htgher sung. 
Blind Melesigrnes, thence Homer calFd, 
Whose poem Hioebus challenged for his own: 260 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In chorus or Iambic, teadiers best 
Of moral prudence , with delight receivM 
In brief sententious precepts, while they treat 
Of fate, and chance, and change in human life, 265 
High actions, and high passions best describing: 
Thence to the famous orators repair. 
Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 
Wielded at will that^ fierce democratic. 
Shook the arsenal , and f olminM over Greece 270 

*To Macedoa and Artaixerxes* throne : 
To sage philosophy next lend thine ear. 
From heaT^n descended to the low-rooTd house 
Of Socrates; see there his tenement, 
Whom well Inspired the oracle prononnc^d 275 

Wisest of men ; from whose month issued fbrth 
Mellifluous streams, that waterM all the sdioola 
Of Academics old and new , with thoae 
Sumam'd Peripatetics, and the sect 
l^icur^n, and the Stoic severe; 280 

These here revolTe, or, as thou lik'st, at home, 
rill time mature tiiee to a kingdom's wdght; 
These rules will render thee a king complete 
Within thyself, much more with empire joined.' 

To whom our SuTiour sagely thus replied: 285 

* Think not but that I know tibese things; w think 
I know them not; not therefore am I snort 
Of knowing what I ought: he, who receiires 
Light from above , from the fountain of light. 
No other doctrme peisds, though granted true; 290 

But fliese are Halse, or little else but dreams, 
Conjectures, fancies, bnih on nothing fimu 
The fir^ and wisest of them aU profess'd 
To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
The next to fabling fell, and smooth conceits; 295 

A third sort doubt^ all things, though plain senses 
Others in virtue plaoM felicity. 
But virtue joln'd with riches and long life; 
In corporal pleasure he, and careless ease; 
The Stoic hut, m philosophic prMe, 300 
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By kim eaUM Tirtae; and his firtooiw i 

Wi§e, perfect in himself, and al| possessing 

Equal to God, oft shames npt to prefer, 

A« fearing God nor maut contemning all 

Wetlth, pleasure, pain or torment^ dc^h and life, 305 

Which , when he lists , he leaves , or hoasts he can. 

For all his. tedious talk is hut Tain hoast, 

Or subtle shifts couTiction to evade. 

Alas ! what can they teach and not mislead. 

Ignorant of themselves^ of God much more, 310 

And how the world began , and how man fell 

Degraded by himself, on grace depending? 

Much of thfi soul they tatt:, but all awry. 

And in themselves seek virtue; and to themgelves 

All glory arrogate, to God give none; 315 

Rather accuse hin[i nnder usual names. 

Fortune and fate , as one regardless quite 

Of mortal th^igs. Who therefore seeks in these 

True wisdom, inds her not; or, by delusion. 

Far worse, her fiilse resemblance only meets, dSO 

And empty clouds However, many books, 

Wise men have said, are wearisome; who reads 

Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 

A ^irit and judgement equal or superior 

(Aad what he brings, what needs he daewhcre seek?) 325 

Uncertain and unsettled still vemauis. 

Deep versed in books, apd diallow in himself. 

Crude or into^cicate , cc^lecting toys « 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a sponge; 

A«,childrf«i gathering pebbles on the shore. 330 

Or, if I would delight my private hours 

With music or with poem, "Vi^ere so soon 

As in our native language , can I find 

That soHiee? All our law and story strew'd 

Wi^ hymns, our psalms with artful terms inscribed, 335 

Our Hebrew songs and harps , in Babylon 

That pleas'd so well our vietor't ear , declare 

That rather Greece from us these art9 derived ; 

111 imitated 9 irhile they loudest smg 

The vices of their deities, and their own, 340 

In fable, hywn, or strong; so personating 

Their gods ridiculous « and themselves past shame. 

Remove their swelling epithets, thick laid 

As varnish on a hariot*s cheek, the rest. 

Thin sown with aught of profit or delight, 345 

Will far be found imworthy to compare 

With Sion's songs , to all true tastes excelling, 

Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men. 

The holiest of holies, and his saints 

(Such ave from God inspired, not such from thee), 350 

Unless were moral virtue is expross'd 

By light of nature, notJn all quite lost. 

Their orptofs thou then extoll*8t, ^» those 

The top of eloquence; iitatists indeed. 

And lovcffA «of ^eir comitry , as may seem ; 355 
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Bat herein to our prO|4ie(9 for beneaflii 

As men diTinolj taup;ht, andl better teaehiag 

The solid rales of civil govemnieq$, 

In their majestic unaffecled style. 

Than all th* oratory of Chreece and Roan. %G0 

In them is plainesi taught, and easiest learnt. 

What makes a nattoii happy , and keepsi it so. 

What rains kingdoms, and lays cities flaftf ^ • 

Hiese only with oar law best fftrm a king.' * 

So spake the Son of God; but Satan, now 965 

Qnite at a loss {i^r all his darts were spent), 
Thas to our Sairioor with stem brow replied : 

'Since neither wealth nor honour, arms n^ arte. 
Kingdom nor empire pleases thee, nor anghl 
By me proposM in lil^ contemplatiTe 370 

Or active, tended on by glory or time. 
What dost thou in tfiie world P The wilderness 
For thee k fittest p1aee$ I foond thee there. 
And thither will return thee| yet remember 
What I foretell thee , soon tbou jphalt have cause 375 
To wish thou never hadst rejected , iliua 
Kicely or caiitioU(»ly, my offerM aid. 
Which would have set thee in short tine with ease 
On David's throne, or throne ef all (he world, 
New at full ag«, folness of time, thy season, 990 

When prophecies of thee are best fnlfill'd. 
Now contrary, if I read aoght in heaven. 
Or heav'n write aoght of fote, by what' the stai^ 
Voluminous, or sii^le dharaeters, 

Bi tiieir conjoaction met^ give me to spell, 385 

Sorrows, and laboars, opposition, hate 
Attend thee, scorns « reproaches, liijuries. 
Violence and stripes, and lastly eiwA d^ath; 
A kingdom they portend thee, bat what kingdom, ' 
Real fit allegoric, I discern not; 390 

Nor when; etemal Sore, as wtehOut end. 
Without beginning, for no date prefixed 
Directs me in the starry rubric set.' 

So saying, he took {for still he knew hii power • 
Not yet expirM), and to the wilderness 395 

Brought back the Son of God, and left him tfaena^ ' 
Feigning to disappear Darkness now rose, 
As day-light sunk, and brought in lowering idght. 
Her shadowy offspring, unsubstantial both, 
Privation mere of light and absent day. 400 

Our Saviour meek, and with untroubled mind 
After his aery jaunt, though harried 80i>ej 
Hungry and cold, betook him to his rest. 
Wherever, under some concourse of vSiades^ 
Whose branching arms thick intertwin'd might skidid 405 
Tkom dews and damps of night his shelter'd head; 
But, sheltered, slept in vain; far at his heaMl 
The t^pter vrateh'dj and soon with ugly dreams - 
DieturbM his sleep. And either tropic now 
Qan thunder, and both ends of faM^v'n; the*H:ioada; 410 
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From many « horrid rift, aliorthre poured 

Fkm ram with lighCniB^ mix'di , water with fire 

In ruin reconcii'd : nor slept Che whids 

l¥ithui their itony caret, hot mdiM abroad . 

From the foor hkiges of the world, and fell 415 

Ob the Tcx'd wUdemeit, whose tallest pines^ 

Though rooted deep as Hi^« ^bdA stonHett oals, 

Bow*d their ttiif neeks^ loadoi n^h stormy blattB, 

Or torn op sheer, in wast thou duroAded then, 

O patient Son of God, yet wAf stood'ot 480 

Unshaken! Nor yed «taid the t^rM>r thef%; 

lofemal ghosts and hellish feHes voimd 

Enyiron'dtliee, sonelMrrd, tome fflll^y tomesluM'd, 

Some hent at thee their fery darts, h^Um thoti 

Sat*st nnappaH'fl in ealm mid'shrtoifil peaccrl, 425 

Thn» pasi^d the night so foul , tlH montlAg Mr 

Came forth with pilgrim steps, in amice gray; 

Who with her radiant fiOger btWd Ae-Toar 

Of thnnd«, dmsM the dOdds, and laid the winds, 

And grisly spectres, which the fiend hitf ralM 30 

To tempt the Son of God wifli tMor^ HHn. 

And now the sun with moro e£feetaal betrfns 

Had cheer'd the ftco of earth, and dri<ed the iret 

From drooping pftttnt, or dropping tree; the birds. 

Who all things now bc^ntd more fire^ and'gteen, 435 

After a nij^t of storiiis fto Hihioas, 

deai^d np their choicest itotes In Imrii ahd t^ray. 

To gratulate the sweet retvm of mom. 

Nor yet, amidst this joy and brlghteil motil, '' 

Wit absent, after idl his fenlschief done, 440 

The prince of darkness t jglad wonld also teem 

Of this fair change, and to onr Sttfiomr came; 

Yet with no new deVi«e (they «il weie t^ent). 

Rather by this his hut ttflitont ret<^«^, 

Besp'rate of bett course, to vent his n^ 445* 

And mad despite to be so oft repeH'd. 

Hhn walking on a smiiiT hill he tomid, 

Back*d on the north and west by a thiefc wood; 

Ont of the wood he starts hi wonted shape. 

And in a careless mood thus to him said: 450 

*Fair morning yet beHdes thee, Son bf God, 
Alter a dismal night : I hekrd the wradt. 
As earth and sky would mingle; bnt myself 
Was distant; and these flaws, flioogh mortals t^tat them 
As danff'roQs to the pillar'd frame of heaVen, 455 

Or to ttie earth's dntk basis iinderneatfa. 
Are to the tomin as incontfderaUe 
And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeie 
To man's less anlTerte, and soon are gone; 
Yet, at bei^g oft timet nozloin where they light 469 
On man, beast, plant, wasteftil and totbulent, - 
Iiike tnrbolenclet in th' nSMn of men. 
Over whose heads Aey roar, atad seem tb point. 
They oft fore-signify and threaten ill: 
This tw^ett at thb^detevt uott mm beirti 4^5 
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Of men at thee, f4ir oply tlioa hne dwell'tt. 

Did I not tell tliee, if thou didst reject 

Ulie perfect season oJ^PerM with my aid 

To win thy dettiD*4 teat, but wilt prolnog^ 

All to the pash of fate, pnrsne t|iy v^ay 470 

Of gaining David's thronoi no miuiimQW^ when. 

For both the when and how is no where told? 

Thou shalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt; 

For angels hnire proclaimM.it, but concealing 

The time and means. Each act is rightliest done^ 475 

Not when it must^ but when it may be best: 

If thou observe not this, be.sui^ to. find, 

WhaA I foretold thee, many a hard assay 

Of dangers, and adversities, and pains, ' 

Ere thou of Israers scepter get fast hold f. 480 

Whereof this ominous night, that closM thee vooad 

So many to^rors, voices,. prodigies. 

May warn thee, as a tup^ fore^going sign/ 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And staid not, but in brief him answered thus: 4S5 

'Me worse than wet thou find'st not; other harm : 
Those terrors, which thou speajk'^ of, did me noiia; •., 
I never fear'd they couh), though noising lend 
And threat'niflff nigh: what they.f^an do as.sigua . . 
Betokening, or ill-boding, j coiitenm 490 

As false portents, not sent iSrom God, but thee;: 
Who, knowing. I shall reign past thy preventing, . , 

Obtrud*st thy offer'd aid, that I, acc^dng, , . r 

At least might seeai (0 hi^id all pow'r of thee. 
Ambitious spirit! and wouldi^t be thought my god;.. ^^5 
And storm'st r^uft*d, thinking, to terrify 
Me to thy- will I D&ii^t (Lhoii art di^c^rnM, 
And toirst in vain), uur mu la > jiin luottii^' 

To whom the ficfid, now swoln At UK rage, f«pliod: 
*Then hear, O son of Uavid, virgpiii-lioTO, 500 

For Son of God to nie is jct iu iluubt ^ , , 

Of the Messiah I had heunt foretold 
By all the prophets; ol thy Inrth at lengiTL, . ^. 

Announced by^Gabrid, with the; Uni 1 Lnu^ij 
And of th' angelifi eong hi RctJilehciu fldd, . 5Q^. 

On thy bitth^ntght that sung thee Saviour-born. 
From that time.^dum huvp 1 ceaii'd to eye 
Thy infancy,! thy childhood, and thy youth, 
Thy n^anliood last, though yet in private bred; 
Till at the ford of Jordan, ivirhither all .. $10 

Flock to the Baptist, |, among tho rest . 
(Though not to be baptlz'dj, by voice from heaven 
Heard thee pronounced the Son of Qod belov'd.^ 
Thenceforth | thou^ht^ Aee worth my nearer ,vie^ 
And narrower scrutiny, that 1 might learn 515 

In what degree lOr meaning thou, art caU'd 
The Son of God, whidi bears no single sense. 
The son of God. I also aiu!, or, was; 
Anf if I was, I am; relation stands; 
All men aie sapui of G^yjet thee Itliought . ^ 520 
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I dome reapoct for higher go declared: 

Therefore I watchM 3iy foot^ps from dial hour. 

And followM thee stilt on to this waste wild; 

Where, by all best conjectures, I collect * 

Then art to be my fatal enemy t 525 

Good reason then, if I beforehand sedc 

To understand my adversary, who 

And what he is ; his wisdom, pow'r, intent; 

By pari or compositioni trace or league, 

To win him, or win from him what I can: 590 

And opportunity I here have hod 

To try thee, sift thee, and confess have found thee 

Proof against all temptatioD, as a rock 

Of adamant, and, as a center, firm; 

To th' utmost of mere man both wise md good, 535 

Not more; for honomn, riches, kingdoms, -glory, 

Have been before contemn'd, and may again. 

Therefore to know what more thou art than man, 

Worth naming Son of God by Toice from hearen, 

Another method I must now begin.' 540 

So saying, he caught him up, and, without wing . 
Of hippogrif, bore through the air sublime^ 
Over the wtldeniess and o'er the plain. 
Till underneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers, 545 

And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile , far oif appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, lopt with golden spires: 
There , on the highest pinnacle, he set 
Tin Son of God; and added thus in scorns 550 

'There stend, if thou wUt stand ; to stand upright 
WiU ask thee skill; I to fliy Father's house 
HuTO brought thee, and highest plac'd: highest is best: 
Now show thy progeny; if mit to stand. 
Cast thyself down; safety, if Son of God: 555 

For it IS written. He will give command 
Concerning thee to his angels, in their hands 
They shall uplift thee , last at any time 
Thou chance to dash thy foot against a stone.' 

To whom thus Jesus: *Ako it is written, 560 

Tempt not the Lord thy G^.' He said, and stood: 
But Satan, smitten with amazement, fdl. 
As when earth's son, Antaeus (to compare 
Small things with greatest), in Irassa strove 
With Jove's Alcades,and, oft foil'd, stUl rose, 565 

Receiving from his mother Earth new strength. 
Fresh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd. 
Throttled at length m th' air, expir'd and fell; 
So, after many a foil, the tempter proud. 
Renewing fresh assaults, amidst his pride, 570 

Fell whence he stood to see his victor foil : 
And as that Theban monster, that propos*d 
Her riddle, and him who solv'd it not devour'd, ^ 
That once found out and solv'd, for grief and spito 
Cast hoielf headlong from th' Ismenian steep; 575 
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So, rtnick with dread and angnisli, fell the flnd, « 

And to his cMUr , that sat consoltiiig, hroaght 

(Joyless trioitiphfds of his hop'd snccess) 

Ruin, and desperation, and dismay. 

Who durst so proudly tempt die Son of God. 580 

So Satan fell; and itraight a fiery globe 

Of angels on fdll sail of wing Hew nigh. 

Who on their plumy vans receiT'd him soft 

From his uneasy station, and upbore. 

As on a floating cooeh, through the blithe idr; 585 

Then, in a flow'ry valley, set him down 

On a green bank, and eet befSnre him spread 

A table of celestial faod, divine 

Ambrosial fruits, fetched from the tree of life. 

And, from the fount of life, ambrosial drink, 590 

That soon refresh'd him wearied , and repaired 

What hunger, if aught hungcar, had impaired. 

Or thirst; and, as he fed, angelic quires 

Song heav'nly anthems of his victory 

Over temptation and the tempter proud^ 595 

< True image of the Father ; whether thron'd 
In the bosom of bliss, and light of light 
Conceiving, or, remote from heav'n, enshffn'd / 

In fleshly tabernacle, and hmmin form, 
Wand*riug the wilderness; whatever place, 600 

Habit, or state, or motion, still expressing 
The Son of God, with God-like force endued 
Against th' attemffter of thy Father's tluraiie. 
And thief of Paradise ! Him long of old 
Thou didst debel, and down from heaven cast 606 

With all his army; now thou hast aveng'd 
Supplanted Adam, and, by vauquishing 
Temptatien , hast regained lost Paradise, 
And frustrated the conquest fraudulent 
He never more henceforth will dare set foot 610 

In Paradise to tempt; hfs snares are broke: 
For, though that seat of earthly bliss be foilM, 
A fairer Paradise is fonaded now 
For Adam and his chosen sons, whom thou, 
A Saviour, art come down to re-install, 615 

Where they shall dwell secure, when time shall be, 
Of tempter and temptation without 'fear. 
But thou, infernal serpent! shalt not long 
Rule in the clouds; like an autumnal star 
Or lightning, thou shalt fall from heav'n, trod down 6d0 
Under his roet: for proof, ere Ms thou feel*st 
Thy wound (yet not thy last and deadliest wound). 
By this repulse receivM, and holdM in hc^ 
No triumph : in all her gates Abaddon rues 
Thy bold attempt. Hereafter learn with awe 625 

To dread the Son of Grod : he, all unarm*d, 
Shall chase thee, with the terror of his v6ice, 
From tliy demoniac holds, possession foul, 
Thee and thy legions; yelling they shall fly. 
And beg to hide tfa«n in a herd of swine, 630 
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Lest he command them down into the deep. 

Bound , and to torment sent before theii^ time. 

Hail, Son of the Most High, heir of both worlds, 

Queller of Satan ! on thy glorious work 

Now enter; and begin to saTe mankind.' 635 

Thus they the Son of God , our SaTiour meek, 
Sung Tictor, and, from heav'nly feast refresh'd, 
Brought on his' way with joy; he, unobserved. 
Home to his mother's house priyate retum'd. 
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8amtsn^ tnadF^ captive^ htind^ and now in the prutan at Ga%€ti 
there tv taAour a^ in a eommon. vPffrkhatiMf* ^ an a fpatit:ai <Iaff t in 
tUt} gt^f-rat ctHsation from (altoar^ toinfit forth into the open air, 
I ft a place wj>/i, ttt^mfu^kat rrtirtfd^ thfre Ifl til a ipAiYk and bti- 
wioan hiM ^ndit ton. ff" herf he happen 9 at tmgth to be liMlt^ti 
fiij rvrtain friendMand pqualt of hit tribe^ ipMch msH- ihf Chofiim^ 
who wrk Ui comfort Mm what they can : thf.n htf his aid father 
JUanii^h, who cndeavotira the likt; ^ and withal lelln htm Mb par- 
priae to protrttTti hi* Ubfrty Arj rontam ,- lattiti » that thii fetiat H'an 
pro'-iaimed hp the Philittiitf:S at a day cf thankff^ij'ing for their 
d^liverant^iv from the handu of Samtfoa , which tjcU m^re trotibit^a 
'""^. 3iano/iA then depart f ta ptOMEcntv hif endeavour tPith the 
^hitjsUne iord^ Jar ittim*on''M rt'di*mption ; irho in the meanwhile 
it vititpd hy othrr pprtfiifnf; and tattty hy a public tifficer *o re- 
t/tiir^ hilt roming to theffOMt it f for* t^e iordif and people ^ to play 
iir hht^Uf tfU HFfngth in th^ir preteiicp ; Ae at ftfut rffunfa , dix- 
rnittfng thf public off ict-r tcitha&toiute dt-aiaito tr&mf^; at h^gth^ 
pf^rauaded inwardly that thi§ wan from frorf, he uieldn to eo a- 
tans with him ^ *pho cartie riouf this tt^eond time with grrat threa- 
tf'ningn to fetih him ; the Chotu* yet remaining on the. placf^ 
mamah rHurnn full of Jot^fut hnpe , to promrv ere long hit fon'a 
deiiverauf:*.: in the midnf of which diin'ourte an Ht^hrew t&tne* itt 
hattte^ tmnfmedltj at flttt, and aftetwatd more dMintitfy, relat- 
ing thB catOMtropht ^ u-hnt Sam4on had dune to tkfj i'hiliEtineu, 
wtd by acddentta him9€l/i tDhsr^with the tragedy ends. 



i Ifarapha of GMli' 
Manoab^ the father at Public Of fitter. 

DaUla , hia wife. Chorui of Danitee. 

Thu icene, leforo ibe Prison m Gaaa. 



Sajji^ttfi. Attendant loading Ihiq, 

A LITTLE na^ard Ifind (hy gnidinf^ hand 

To thcsie dnrk siep^ ^ a liUlo mother on ; 

For yond«r biirik lioth elm ice of eun fir ehadot 

'ITiere I am wont to ftit , when any chance 

li«UeT«8 me from mj taaV of serdle tciU, 5 

Vail J in the common prison eUe (.fojoin'd mc^ 

Where 1, a prUciner chainM^ scarce freely draw 

The air hnEin^on'd hIn(i, cihfse and damp, 

Lnit'hafGenTnr draug^hti but here I feel amendii. 

The breath of hea^'o fj-ceh blowing, pure and Hwcel^ 10 
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With day-iprtog born; here lesTe me to respufe. 
This day a solemn feaet the people hold 
To DagoB their tea-idol, and fovbid 
Laborioos works; unwillingly this rest 
Their saperstition yields me ; hence with leaTO 15 

Retiring from the popular noise » I seek 
This unfrequented place to find some ease. 
Ease to the body some , none to t|ie mind 
From restless thoughts , that , like a deadly awarm 
Of hornets arm'd ,. no sooner found alone, 20 

Bat rush upon me thronging, and present 
Times past, what once I was, and what am now. 
O, wheref<n« was my birth from heaVn foretold 
Twice by an anieel, who at last in dght 
Of both my parents aU in flames ascended 25 

Fiom off the altar, where an offering burned, 
As in a fiery column cJiarioting 
His God-like presence, and from some great wet 
Or benefit revealM to Abraham's race? 
Why was my breeding ordered and prescribed 30 

As of a person separate to God, 
Designed for great exploits; if I must die 
Betray'd , captivM , and both my eyes put out, 
made of my enemies the seom and gaze; 
To grind in brazen fetters under task 35 

With this heav'n-gifted strength ? O gloriotM strength, 
Put to the labour of a beast, debased 
Iiower tiian bond-slaToI Promise was, that I 
Should Israel from Philistfan yoke deliver; 
Ask for this great deliverer now , and find him 40 

Eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves. 
Himself in bonds under Philistian yoke. 
Yet stoy, let me not rashly call in doubt 
Divine prediction; what if all foretold 
Had been fulfilled but through mine own default, 45 

Whom have I to complain of but myself? 
Who this high gift of strength committed to me. 
In what part lodg*d , how easily bereft me, 
Under the seal of silence could not keep. 
But weakly to a woman must revjE^al it^ 50 

O'ercome with importunity and tears. 
O impotence of mind, in body. strong! 
But what is strength without a double share 
Of wisdom? vast, unwieldy, burdensome, 
Proudly secure, yet liable to fkll 55 

By weakesT subtleties, not made to rule. 
But to subserve where wisdom bears command ! 
God , when he gave me strengdi , to show withal 
How slight the gift was, hong it/ in my hair. 
But peace! I must not quarrel with the will 60 

Of highest dispensation, which herein 
Haply had ends above my reach to know: 
Suffices that to me strength is my bane. 
And proves the source of all my mismes ; 
So many, and so hoge, that each apart 65 

L t 
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Woald 8ik a life to wail{ bat dnef of all, 

O lo08 of sight , of thee I most complain ! 

Blind among enemies, .vorte than chains, 

Dangeon, or beggary, or decrepit age! 

Ught, the prime work of God, to me is extinct, 70 

And all her Tarioos objects of delight' 

AnnullM, which might in part my grief have eas^d. 

Inferior to the Tilest now become 

Of man w worm ; the Tiiest here excel me ; 

They creep, yet see; 1, dark in light, expos'd 75 

To daily fraud, contempt, abuse, and wrong. 

Within doors, or without, still as a fool. 

In pow'r of others, nevw in my own; 

Scarce half I seem to live, dead more then half. 

O dark, dark, dark, ttmid the blaze of noon, 80 

IrrecoTerably dark, total eclipse 

Without all h&pe of day! 

O first created beam, and thou great Word, 

''Let there be light, and light was over all'; 

Why am I thus bereair'd thy prime decree? 85 

The sun to me is dark 

And silent as the moon, 

When she deserts the nig^t. 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 

Since light so necessary is to life, 90 

And almost life itself, if It be true 

That light is in the soul. 

She all in every part; why was the sight 

To such a tender ball as th* eye confin'd. 

So obvious. and so easy to be quench'd 95 

And not, as feeling, throi^rh all parts diffused. 

That she might look at will. through every pore? 

Then had I not been thus exil'd fiora light, 

As in the land of darkness > yet in light,. 

To live a life half dead, a living death, 100 

And buried; but, O yet more miserable! 

Myself my sepulchre, a moving grave $ 

Buried, yet not exempt, 

By privilege of death and burial. 

From worst of other evils, pains and wrongs; 105 

But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miseries of life^ 

htfe in captivity 

Among inhuman foes. 

But who are these? for with joint pace I hear 110 

The tread of many feet steering this way; 

Ferliaps my enemies, who come to stare 

At my affliction, and perhaps V insult. 

Their daily prac^co to afflict me more. 

Enter Chona* 

Chor, This, this is he; softly a while, 115 

Let us not break in upon him; 
O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 
See how he lies at random, i^elessly difius'd. 
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With langaish'd head nnpropt, c < ^ ' ^ ^ 

As one past hop« abandon'd, 120 

And hy himsetf given over; 
In flayish habit, ill-fitted weeds 
O'CT-wom and soilM; 

Or do my eyes misrepregent ? Can this be he, 
That heroic, that renowned, * 125 

Irresistible Samson? whom unami'd 
No strength of man, or fiercest wild beast, eonld withstand ; 
Who tore the lion , as the lion tekrs the kid ; 
Ban on embattled armies dad im iron; 
And, weaponless himself, 130 

Made arms ridicnloas, ^useless the forgery 
Of brazen shield and sp^ar, the hammer'd enirfissy 
Oialybean-temper'd steel , and frock of maU 
Adamant^an proof? 

But safest he who stood aloof, 135 

When insupportably his foot adTanc'd, 
In scorn of their proud arms and warlike to^s, 
Spmni'd them to death by troops. Hie bold Ascdmite 
Fled from his lion ramp ; old warriors tnm'd 
Their ]^ted backs under his heel; 140 

Or , growling , soil'd their crested hdmets in the dust. 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 
The jaw of a dead ass, his sword of bone, 
A thousand fore-skins fell, the flow'r of Palestine, 
In Bamath-lechi , famous to this day. 145 

Then by main finrce pnird up, and on his dbonlders bore 
The gates of Azza, post, and tnassy bar. 
Up to the hill by Hebron, teat of giants old. 
No journey of a sabbath-day , and loaded so ; 
Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up faetveik 150 
Which shall I first bewail. 
Thy bondage or lost figh^ 
Prison within prison 
Inseparably dinrk? 

Thou art become (O worst imprisonment I) 155 

The dimgeon of thyself ; thy soul 

(Which men enjoying sight oft without cause complam), 
Imprison'd now indeed, 
In real darkness of the body dweUs, 
Shut up from outward light 160 

T* incorporate with gloomy night; 
For inward light, alas! 
I*uts forth no visual beam. 
O veAtwot of our fickle state, . 

Since man on earth unparallol'd! 165 

The rarer thy example stands. 
By how much from the top of wondrous ghnry, 
Strongest of mortal men, 

To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fallen. 
For him I reckon not in high estate 170 

VOiom long descent of birth. 
Or the sphere of fortune praises; 
But thee whose stiength, wMio virtue WM her mate. 
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Might have subdued ike earth. 

Universally crowii'd with highest praises. ^ 175 

Sams* I hear the sound of words; thdr sense the air 
Dissolves unjointed ere it readi my ear. 

Chor. Bespeaks, let us draw nigh. Matefaless in might. 
The glory late of Israel, now the grief; 
We come, thy friends and neighbours not miknown^ 180 
From Eshtaol and Zora's fruitftil vale, 
To visit or bewail thee; or, if better, 
Counsel or consolation we may bring. 
Salve to thy sores; apt words have pow'r to fWage 
The tumours of a troubled mind, 185 

iUid are as balm to festered wounds. 

Sama. Your coming, friends, revives me; for I ieam 
Now of my own experience, not by talk. 
How counterfeit a coin they are who fHends 
Bear in their superscription (of the most 190 

I would be understood); in prosp'rous days 
They swarm ^ but in adverse withdraw their head, 
Not to be found, though sought. Yet see, O friends. 
How many evils have enclosed roe round; 
Yet that which was the worst now least afflicts me, 195 
Blindness; for had 1 sight, confus'd with shame, 
How could I once look up , or heave the head, * 
Who, Mke a foolish pilot, have shipwrecked 
My vessel trusted to me Arom above, 
Gloriously rigg'd; and for a word, a tear, 200 

Fool! have divulg'd the secret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman? Tell me, friends. 
Am I not sung and proverb'd for a fool 
In every street? do they not say, how well 
Are coBM upon him his deserts? Yet why? 905 

Immeasurable strength they might behold 
In me, of wisdom nothhig more than mean; 
This with ihe other should at least have pair'd. 
These two, proportioned ill, drove me truisvarse. 

€%of. Tax not di^ne disposal; wisest men 210 

Have err*d, and by bad women been deceived $ 
And shall again , pretend they ne'er so vnse.. 
Deject not wen so o'^ermuch thyself. 
Who hast of sorrow thy friU load besides s 
Yet, truth to say, I oft havo heard men wonder 215 
Why thou shouldst wed Philistian women rather 
Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair. 
At least of thy own nation, and as noble. 

Sams, The first I saw at Timna , and she ploMM 
Me, not my parents, that I sought to wed 220 

The daughter of an infidel: they knew not 
That what I motion'd was of God; I knew 
From intimate impilse, and therefore urg'd 
The marriage on; that by occasion hence 
I might begm Israel's deliverance, 225 

The work to whidi I was divinely called. 
She proving folse, the next I took to wife 
10 that I new haAl Irad viA tw lole) 
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Was in the rale of Sorec, Dalila, 

That gpeciout moptter, my accomplish'd spare* 230- 

I thought it lawfdl from my former act, 

And the same end; atiU watching to oppress 

Israel's oppressors: of what now I suffer 

She was not the prime cause , but I myself, 

Who, Tan^inish'dwith a peal of words (0 wealmegs!) 236 

Gave up my fort of silence to a wonmn. 

Chor. In seeking jpst occasion to provoke 
The Philbtine^ thy country's enemy, 
Thou nerer wast amiss, I bear Aee witness « 
Yet Israel still serves with all his sons. 1^40 

Sanu. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Israel's governors and heads of tribes, 
^l^io, seeing those great acts which God had done 
Singly by me against their conquerors. 
Acknowledge not, or not at all consider'd, S45 

DeHverance offer'd: I on th' other side 
Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds; * 
The deeds themselves, though mute, spoke loud the doer: 
But they persisted deaf, and would not seem 
To count them things wordi notice, till at length 250 
Their lords the Philistbes with gathw'd pow'rs 
Enter*d Judea sedcing me, who Uien 
Safe to the rock of Ediam was retir'd; 
Kot flying, but forecasting in what place 
To set upon Ihem, what adTaatag'd best. 255 

Meanwhile Ae men of Jndah ; to prevent 
The harass of their land, beset me round; 
I willingly on some conditi<ms came 
Into their hands, and they as gladly yield ma 
To &e uncircunids'd a welcome prey, S60 

Bound with two cords; birt cords to me were threads 
Touch'd with the flame : on their whole host I flew 
Unarmed , and with a trivial weapon fell'd 
Their choicest youth; they only liv'd who fled. 
Had Jndah that day joined , or one wiiole tribe, 265 
They had by this possessed the tow'rs of Gath, 
And lorded over them whom they now serve ; 
But what more oft, in nations grown corrupt, 
And by their vices brought to servitude. 
Than to love bondage more than liberty, 270 

Bondage with ease Sian strenuous liberty; 
And to despise, or envy, or suspect. 
Whom God hath of his special favour raised 
As their deliverer? if he aught begin. 
How frequent to desert him, and at last 275 

To heap ingratitude on wordiest deeds? 

Char, Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Succotti and the fort of Pennd 
Their great ddiverer coutemn'd. 

The matchless Gideon, in pursuit 280 

Of JUadian, and her vanquish'd kings t 
And how ingrateful Ephniim 
Had dealt wtth Jephtha , who by argument. 



248 SAMSON AGgNISTKS. 

■■ < ! _ Ill > i u i II ■' , ■ s?f i r*''^i i ii ^v t ■ 

Not wono than by his «hield and f^ear, 

Defended bracl fronei the Ammonite, ^ ^S5 

Had not his prowess quell'd their pride 

In that sore battle , when so many died 

Without reprioTe , adjudged to death, 

For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

. Sams. Of such examples add me to the roU^ 290 

Me easily indeed mine may neglect, 

But God's proposed deliverance not so. 
Chor, Just are the ways of God^ 
^ And justifiable to men ; 

I Unless there be, who think not God at all: 295 

' If any be, they walk obscure; 

For of such doctrine never was there school. 

But the heart of the fool. 

And no man therein doctor but himself. 
Yet more there be, who doubt his ways not just, 300 

Ai to his own edicts found contradicting, 

Then give the, reins to wand'ring thought, 

Regardless of his glory*s diminution; 

Till by their own perplexities invoiv'd, 

They ravel more, still less resolv'd, 305 

But never find self-satisfying solution. 
As if they would confine th' Interminable, 

And tie him to his own prescript. 

Who made our laws to bind us, not himself, 

And had full right t' exempt ^ 310 

Whom so it pleases him by choice 

From national obstriction, without taint 

Of sin, or legal debt; 

For with his own .laws he cad best dispense. 
He would not else, who never wanted means, 315 

Nor in regipect of th* enemy just cause, 

To set his people free, 

Have prompted tliis heroic Nazarite, 

Against his vow of strictest purity, 

To seek {n marriage th(it fallacious bride, 320 

Unclean, unchaste. 
Down, reason, then; at least, vain reasonings, down; 

Though reason here aver, \ 

That moral verdict quits her of unclean t ^ 

Unchaste was subsequent, her stain not his, 325 

But see, here oomes thy reverend sire 

With careful step^ locks whit^ as dowUt 

Old Manoah: advise 

Forthwith how thou ought^st to receivo him. 

Sams^ Ay me! another inward grief, awakM 33Q 

With mention of tk^t name, renews th' assault* 

Enter Miinoafc, 

Man, Brethren and men of Dan, for such ye seem. 
Though in this uncouth place ; if oM respect. 
As I suppose, towards your once glqried friend. 
My son now captive, hither hath informM 335 

Your younger feet, while Il4ne ^ast back with age 
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Came lagg^ aftra ; way if he be here. 

Chor. As sigaal now in low dejected state, 
Ab erst in highest , behold him where he lies. 

Man.' O miseraUe diange! is this the man, 340 

That inyincible Samson, fur renown'd. 
The dread of Israel's foes , who with a strength 
Equivalent to angels walked thdr streets. 
None offtoring fight; who single oombattmt 
Boell*d their armies rank'd in proud array, 345 

Himself an army, now unequal match 
To save himself against a coward armM 
At one spear's lengtht O ever-failing trust 
In mortal strength! and oh! what not in .man 
Deceiv^le and vain? Nay, what thing good 350 

Fray'd for^ but c^ten proves our bane? 
I pray'd for children, and thought barrenness 
In wedlock a reproach; I gain'd a son, 
And such a son as all men haird me happy; 
Who would be now a lather in my stead? 355 

O wherefore did God grant me my request, 
And as a blessing with such pomp adorned? 
Why are his gifts desirable , to tempt 
Our earnest pray'rs, then, giv'n with soleom hand 
As graces, draw a scorpion's tail behind? 360 

For this did th' Angel twice descend ? for this 
Ordain'd thy nurtiue holv, as of a plant 
Select , and sacred , glorious for a while. 
The miracle of men; then in an hour 
Ensnar'd, assaulted, overcome, led bound, 365 

Thy foes' derision, captive, poor, and blind. 
Into a dungeon thrust, to work with slaves? 
Alas ! methinks whom God hath diosen once 
To worthiest deeds, if he through frailty err, 
He should not so o'erwhelm, and as a thrall 870 

Subject him to so foul indignities. 
Be it but for honour's sake of former deeds. . 

Sams, Appoint not heav'nly disposition, father; 
Nothing of all these evils hath befall'n me 
But justly ; I myself have brought them on, 375 

Sole author I , sole cause ; if aught seem vile. 
As ^e hath been my Iblly , who have profan'd 
The, mystery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my futhless enemy. 380 

This well I knew, nor was at all surpris'd. 
But wam'd by oft experience: did not she 
Of Timna first betray me, and reveal 
The secret wrested firom me in her higfath 
Of nuptial love professM, carrying if strMght 385 

To them who had corrupted her, my spies, 
And rivals? In this other was there found 
More faitli, who also in her prime of love, 
Spousal embraces, vitiated with gold. 
Though offer'd only, by the scent conceived 390 

Her spurious first-bom^ treason against me? 
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Thrice the afisy'd wHh flatterivgimij'ra and lighf. 
And amoroof leproachet, to wia frooi m» 
My capital secret ; is what part my strength 
Lay stor'd^ in what part sunni'dy iiuLt §hb m^ht ; 

know; 395 

Thrice I deluded her^ and tom'd to sport 
Her importunity, each tioM pwceiving 
How openly, and with what impudence 
She purpos'd to betray ne add (which was woiio 
Than unditseml^led hate), with what contempt 400 

She sought to make me trutor to myself; 
Yet the fourth time, when, mustering all her wiles, 
TVith blandished parlies, feminine assaults, 
Toogae>batteries, she surceased not day nor night 
To storm me oyer-wateh'd, and wearied out, 405 

At times when men seek most repose and rest, 
I V yielded, and unlocked her all my heart, 
Wb0 , with a grain of Boanhoed well resolved* 
Miicht easily have shook off all her snares: 
But foul efif<Dminacy held me yok'd 410 

Hec bond-slave; O indignity, O blot 
To honour and religion I servile mind 
Rewarded well with serrile punishment! 
The base degree to which I now am foll'n, 
.These rags, this grindbg is not yet so base 415 

As was my former servitude, ignoble, 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 
True slavery, and that blindness worse than this^ 
That saw not how degenerately I serv'd. 

Man, I cannot praise thy marriage-voices, son, 420 
Rather approved them not; but thou didst plead 
Divine impulsion prompting how thou mightit 
Find some occasion to infest our Iocs. 
I state not thai; this I am sure, our foes 
Found soon occasion thereby to make thee 425 

Their captive, and their triumph; thou the sooner 
Temptation fonnd^st, or over-intent charms, 
To violate the sacred trust of silence 
Deposited wittiin thee« which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy pow'r: true; and thou bear's! 430 
Enough , and more , the burdien of that fault $ 
Bitterly hast Ihou paid, and still art payin^^. 
That rigid scare. A worse thing yet remains: 
This day the Philistinee a popular feast 
Here celebrate in Gasa; and proclaim 435 

Ghreat pomp , and sacrifice , and praises loud, 
To Dagon, as their god ^dio hath delivered 
Thee, Samson, bound and blind into their hands. 
Them out of thme , who slew'st them many a slain. 
So Dagon shall be magnified, and God, 440 

Besides whom is no god, compared with idols, 
Disglorified, biasphem'd, and had in scorn 
By the idolatrous rout amidst their wine; 
Which to have come to pass by means of thee, 
Samson 9 of all tf^ gttfieringa think the heavies^ 445 
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Of all reproach the most with dhame that ever 
Could haTe befaU'n thee and thy fitiier's hoa»e. 

Sanu, Father, I do adnowledge and confess 
Ttiat I this honour , I tlm ponp , hare brought 
To Dagon, and advanc'd hb praises high 450 

Among the heathen round; to Qod haTe brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and op'd the months 
Of idolists and atheists; haye brovf^ scandal 
To Israel, diffidence of God, and doubt 
Jn feeble hearts, prepense enough before 455 

To wuTer, or fall off and join with idols; 
Which is my chief affliction, shame and sorrow, 
The anguish of my soul, that suffers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or t^ughts to rest 
This only hope reUves me, that the strife 460 

With me hath end ; all the oont^t is now 
^Twixt God and Dagon; Dagon hath presum'd. 
Me overthrown, to enter lists widi God, 
His deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be sure, 465 

Will not connive, or linger, thus j^vok'd; 
But will arise, and his great name asserts 
Dagon must stoop, and Siall ere long receive 
Such a discomfit, as shall quite despoil him 
Of all these boasted trophies won on me, 470 

And with confusion blank hb worshippers. 

Man, With^Muse this hope relieves thee, and these words 
I as a propheey receive; for God, 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name 475 

Against all compeution, nor will long 
Endure it doubtful whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagon. But for thee what shall be done? 
Thou must not, In the meanwhile here forgot, 
Zioin this miserable loathsome pUght, 480 

Neglected. I already have made way 
To some Philistian lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ransom: well they may by Ma 
Have sadsfied their utmost of revenge 
By pains and slav«ries, worse than death, inflicted 485 
On thee, who taow no more canst do them harm. 

Sams, Spare that proposal, ftiUier; spare the trouble 
Of that soUeitstion; let me here. 
As I deserve, pay on my punishment; 
And expiate, if possible, n^ crime, 490 

Shamenil gannility. To have reveaVd 
Secr^ of men, tiie secrets of a friend. 
How heinous had the fact been, how deserving 
Contempt and scorn of all, to be excluded 
Ail* friendship, and av<rfded as a bhd>, 495 

The mark of fool set on his front! But 1 
God's counsel have not kept, hie holy secret 
Presumptuously have published, impiouslj% 
Weakly at least, and shameftilly; a sin 
ThAt G«itiki In their fvnblia condem 500 



SAMS0B9 A60NISTES. 



To their abyss and horrid pains eonfinM. 

Man. Be penitent, and for thy feult contrite; 
Bnt act not in thy own affliction, son: 
Repent tlie sin; bat, if the pnnishment 
Thou canst avoid, self-preserralion bids; 505 

Or th' cxecntion leave to high disposal, 
And let another^ hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thyself: perhaps 
Gk)d will relent, and ^ait thee all his debt; 
Who ever more approves, and more^aecepts 510 

(Best pleased with hnmble and filial submission). 
Him who, imploring mercy, sues for life, 
Than who, self-rigorous, chooses death as due; 
Which argues over-just, and self-displeasM 
For self-offense, more than for God offiended. 515 

Reject not then what offered means; who knows 
But God hath sent before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his sacred house. 
Where thou mayst bring thy off'rings, to avert 
His further ire, with prayers and vows renewed? 520 

Sams. His pardon 1 implore; but as for life, 
To what end should I seek it? When in strength 
All mortals I exceird, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from heavra foretold, and high exploiti, 525 
FnU of divine instinct , after some proof 
Of acts indeed heroic, far beyond 
The sons of Anak, famous now and blaz'd. 
Fearless of danger, like a petty god 
I walk'd about, admir*4 of all, and dreaded 530 

On hostile ground, none daring my affront 
Then swoU'n wilii pride, into the snare I fell 
Of fair falladons looks, venereal trains, 
Soften'd with pleasure and voluptuous lifr; j 
At length to lay my head and haUow'd pledge 535 

Of all my strength in the lascivious lap 
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me 
Like a tame wether, all my precious fleece, 
Then tnm'd me out ridiculous, despoii'd, 
Sbtiv'n, and disarmed among my enemies. 540 

Chor, Desire of wine and all delicious drinks, 
Which many a famous warrior overturns. 
Thou couldst repress ; nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out-pourM, the flavour, or the smell. 
Or taste ^at cheers ttie heart of gods and men, 545 
Allure thee from the c<hA crystalline stream. 

Sams. Wherever fountain or fresh current flowM 
Against ^e eastern ray, translucent, pure 
With touch ethereal of heav»n*s fiery rod, 
I drank, from the clear milky jnioe allaying 550 

Thirst, and refreshed : nor envied them the grape 
Whose heads that turbulent liqjaor fills with fumes, 

Chor. O madness, to think use of strongest whies. 
And strongest drinto, our chief support of health, 
When God with these forlMkn made choice to rear • SS& 
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His nughty champion, stroni^ aboTe cAmpare, 
Whose drink was only from the liquid Iwook. 

Sanu. But what avail'd this temp'raoee, not complete 
Against another object more enticmg? 
What boots it at one ^^ate to make defence, 560 

And at another po let in the foe. 
Effeminately vanquished ? by which meant, 
Now blind, dishearten^ sham'd, dishonoiv'd, qnell'd 
To what can I be useful, wherein serve 
My nation, and the work from Hevr'n imposed, 565 

But to sit idle on the household hearth, 
A bourd'nous drone; to visitants a gaze, 
Or pitied object, these redundant lows 
Robustious to no purpose dust'ring down, 
\$m monument of strength; till kngth of yean 570 
And sedentary numbness erase my &ibs 
To a contemptible old age obscure? 
Here rather let me drudge, and earn my bread; 
Till vermin, or the draff of servile food. 
Consume me, and oft-invoeated death 575 

Hasten the welcome end of all my pains. 

Man. Wilt thou then serve tiie Fhilistines with that gift 
Which was expressly giv'n thee to annoy them ? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, unemploy'd, with age outworn. 580 

But God, who eans'd a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to spring, thy thirst t' allay 
After the brunt of battle, can as easy 
Cause light again within thy eyes to spring. 
Wherewith to serve him better than thou hast ; 585 

And I persuade me so ; why else this strength 
Miraculous yet remaining in those locks? 
His might continues in thee not for naught. 
Nor shall his wondrous gtfts be frustrate thus. 

Sam9. All otherwise to me my thoughts portend, 590 
That these dark orbs no more shall treat with light, 
Nor th' other light of life continue long, 
But yield to do&le darkness nigh at hand 
So much I feel my genial spirits droop. 
My hopes all flat, nature within me seems 595 

In all her functions weary of herself. 
My race of glory run, and race of shame. 
And I shall shortly be with them that rest. 

Mmn, Believe not these suggestions, which proceed 
From anguish of the mind and humours blade, 600 

That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Must not omit a father's timely care 
To prosecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ransom^ or how ebte: meanwhile be calm. 
And healing words firom these thy friends adout. 605 



Sam$. O that tonnent should not be confined 
To the body's wounds and sores. 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breast, and reins; 



[Exit. 
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Bat most lecret ptifage Hud 610 

To th' imn«f t mind, 
lliere exerdae all hit fierce aoeideito, 
And on her purest tpirite prey. 
As on entrails, joiaks, and limbe 
. With ansirerable pains, but more Intenii^ 615 

Though Toid of corporal sense. 

My griefs not onl^r pMa me, 
As a ling'ring disease, 
But, finding no redresi, foment and rage; 
Nor less than wounds inunedicable 620 

Rankle, and fester, and gangreae, 
To black mortification* 

Thoughts, my torment«irs, arm'd with deadly fttngi, 
Mangle ray apprehensive tenderest parts. 
Exasperate, exulcerate, and raise 625 

Dire inflaumiation, whidi no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can asswage, 
Nor breath of iremal air from snowy Alp, 
Sleep hath forsook and grr'n me o'er 
To death's benumbing opium as my only cmpet 630 
Thence faintings, swoonings of despair, 
And tense of Hea^Vs desertion. 

I was his nursling once, and choice delight. 
His destinM from the womb. 

Promised by heaT'nly message twice descending. 635 
Under his special eye 
Abstemious I grew up, and thrived amain; 
He led me on to mightiest deeds, 
AboTc the nerve of mortal arm. 

Against th' uncircumcis'd, our enemies: 640 

Bat now hath cast me off as never known. 
And to those cruel enemies. 
Whom I by his appointment had proToVd, 
Left me all helpless, with th' irreparable loss 
Of sight, reserr'd aKre to be repeated 645 

The snbjed: of their cruelty or scorn. 
Nor am 1 in the Iii4 of them that hope; 
Hopeless are all my eiils, all remediless: 
This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard, 
No long petition, speedy death, 650 

The close of all my miseries, and the balm. 

Chor. Many ara the sayings of the wise, 
In ancient and in modern books enrolled. 
Extolling patience as the truest fortitude; 
And to the bearing well of all calamitiiNi, 655 

All chances incident to man's frail life, 
Consolatories writ 

With studied argument, and mui^ persnasioH fought, 
Lenient of grief and anxious thAught: 
But with th* afflicted in his pangs their sound 660 

liittle prevails, or rather seems a tune 
Harsh, and of dissonant mood from his complaint; 
Unless he feel within 
Some source of consolation from above, 
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Secret refreshingf, that repair bis fltKngth, 665 

And faintiog spiriti upheld* 

Crod of our fnlliert, wiiat k man ! 
That then towards him wi^ hand to Tarioofl, 
Or might I say contrarions, 

Temper'st thy proTidenee through hu fhort ooume, 670 
Not eVnly, as thou ml'it 
Th* angeuo ortov, and inferior creatora mnte. 
Irrational and brote. 

Nor do I name of men the aamraon roat^ 
Hiat, wandering looge about, 675 

Grow np and perighi as Hbo summer-fly. 
Heads without name, no more rememblv'd; 
But such as thou hast solemnly elected, 
With gifts and graces eminently adom'd, 
To some fn^t work, thy glory, ' 680 

And peopra*s safety, ^diich in part they effisot; 
Yet toward these thus dignified, thou oft 
Anvdst their highth of noon^ 

Changestthy countenance, and thy hand, with no regard 
Of highest farours past ^ 685 

From thee on fliem , or them to thee of serrice. 

Nor only dost degrade them , or remit 
To life obscur'd ^ which were a fair dismission, 
But throw'st them lower than thou didst exalt them high. 
Unseemly falls in human eye, ^0 

Too gricTous for the trespass or omission ;' 
Oft leaT'st them to th^ hostile sword 
Of heathen and profane, t^ir careasses 
To dogs and fowls a prey , or else captiT'd ; 
Or to th* unjust tribunals , under change of times, 695 
And condemnation of th^ ingratefol multitude. 
If these fliey 'scape, perhaps in poverty 
With sickness and disease Uiou bow'st them down. 
Painful diseases and deform'd. 

In crude old age; 700 

Though not disordinate, yet eauseless suflTring 
The punishment of dissolute days: in fine, 
Just or unjust, alike seem miserable. 
For oft alike bo^ come to eril end. 

So deal not with this ouee thy glorious champion, 705 
The image of thy strength, and mighty minister* 
What do I beg? how hast thou dealt already? 
Behold him in this state calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canst, to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what thing of tea or land? 710 
Female of sex it seems. 
That so bedecVd, ornate, and gay, 
Comes this way saiUn|^, 
Like a stately ship 

or Tarsus , bound for tii' isles 715 

Of JaTan or Gadire, 

Witfi all her bruTery on , and tadde trim, 
Sails fiird , and streamers waring, 
Goorted by all the whidi, that hold thou play» 
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An amber scent of oiorom perfame 720 

Her harbinger, a damsel train behind; . 
Some rich Philistian matron she may seem ; 
And now at nearer Tieir , no other certain , 
Than Dalila thy wife. 
Sams, My wife ! my triutress : let her not come near me. 725 
Chor. Yet on she moTes, now stands and eyes thee fix^d^ 
About t' have spoke; but now, with head declin'd, 
Like a fair flow'r surcharged with dew, she weeps, 
And words addressM seem into tears dissoly'd. 
Wetting the borders of her silken Teil : 7d0 

But now ogain she makes address to speak. 

Enter DalUa. 

Dal. With doubtfal feet and waTering resolution 
I came, still dreading thy displeasure, ^amso^ 
Which to have merited, without excuse, 
I cannot but acknowledge; yet, if tears 735 

May expiate (though the fact more otiI drew 
In the perverse event than I foresaw), 
My penance hath not slackened, though my pardon 
No way assor*d: Bnt conjugal afi^ection, 
Freyailing over fear and timorous doubt, 740 

Hath led me on, desirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy estate, 
If aught in my ability may serre 
To lighten what thou suffer'st, and appease 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power, 745 

Though late, yet in some part to recompense 
My rash, but more unfortunate misdeed. 

Sams. Out, out, hyaena! these are thy wonted arts. 
And arts of every woman false like thee, 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, belxay, 750 

Then as repentant to submit, beseech, 
And reconcilement n[iove with feign'd remorse, 
Confess, and promise wonders in her change; 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her husband, how far urg^d his patience bears, 75$ 
His virtue or weakness which way to assails 
Then with more cautions and instructed skill 
Ag^in transgresses, and again submits; 
That wisest and best men , full oft beguiled. 
With goodness principled not to reject 760 

The penitent, but ever to forgive, 
Are drawn to wear out miserable days. 
Entangled with a poisonous bosom-snake, 
If not by quick destruction soon cut off, 
As I by thee, to ages an example. 765 

Dal Yet hear me, Samson; not that I endeavour 
To lessen or extenuate my offence, 
But that on th' other side, if it be weighM 
By itself, with aggravations not surchairg'd. 
Or else with jnst fulowance counterpoise, 770 

I may, if possible, thy pardon find 
The easier towardf me, or thy hatied less. 
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Firtt grantiag^, as I do, it was a wealmesa ^ 

In me, bot incideiit to all our sex, 

Coiriositjy inquisitiTe, fmp^rtane 775 

Of secrete, then 'with like infirmity 

To publish them, both common female faults: 

Was it not weakness also to make known 

For importunity, that is, for naug^ht, 

Wherein consisted all thy strength and safety? 780 

To what I did thou show'dst me first the way. 

But I to enemies reveaFd, and should noti 

Nor shbuldst thou have trusted that to womi|ii*s frailly: 

Ere I to thee , thou to thyself wast cruel. 

Let weakness then with weakness come to parle, 785 

So near related , or the same of kind. 

Thine for^ve, mine; that men inay censure thiiio 

The gentler , if soTerely thou exact not 

More streni^th from me than in thyself was found 

iind what if love, which thou interpret'st hate, 790 

Tiie jealousy of love , poW'rfal of ^way 

In human hearts, nor less in mine tow'rds thee, 

CausM what I did? I saw thee mutable 

Of fancy , fear*d lest one day fhou wonldst leaTe tne 

As her at Timna, sought by all means therefore 795 

How to endear, and hold thee to me firmest: 

Ko better way I saw than by importuning 

To learn thy secrets, get into my power 

Thy key of strength and safety. Thou wilt say, 

I Why then reveal'd? I was assur'd by ihose 800 

Who tempted me, that nothing was design'd 
Against thee but safe custody, and hold: 
That made for me; I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises, 
While I at home sat full of cares and fears, 805 

Wailing thy absence in my widow*d bed; 
Here I should still eqjoy thee, day and night, 
Mine and loTe's prisoner, not the Philistines', 
Whole to myself, unhazarded abroad, 
Fearless at home of partners in my love. 810 

These reasons in love's law haTe past for good 
Though fond and reasonless to some periiapst 
And lore hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe, 
Yet always pity or pardon hatli obtain'd. 
Be not unlike all others , not austere %15 

As thou art strong, inflexible as steel. 
If thou in strengSi all mortals dost cseeed. 
In unoompassionate anger do not so. 

SaTiis, How cunningly the sorceress displays 
Her own transgressions, to upbraid me mine! 820 

That malice, net repentance,' brought thee hither. 
By this appears; I gave, thou say^st, th* exanq^le, 
I led the way; bitter reproach > but larue; 
I to myself was false, ere thou to me; 
Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 325 

Take to thy wicked deed ; which when thou sees 
Impartial, ael^-teTefe, inexorable. 
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Thoa wilt renomice thy .seeking, and mnch rather 

Confess it fe]gn*d« Weakness is thy ^case. 

And I belieTc it; weal^ness to resist 830 

PhilistiaB ^old: if weakness may exense, 

What moiderer, what traitor, parricide, 

Incestaous, sacrilegious, but mHy pload it? 

All wicke^essis weakness: that plea therefore 

With God or man will gain thee no remission. 835 

But loTe constrain'd thee; call it furious rage 

To satisfy thy lust: love sedcs to have love; 

My hiTe how couldst thoa hope, who took'st the way 

To raise in me inexpiable hate. 

Knowing, as needs I must, by thee betray'd ? 840 

In Tain Uiou striv'st to xorer shame with shame, 

Or by evadons thy crime uncoTer'st more. 

Dal, Since thou determin^st weakness for no plea 
In man or woman, thoi^^h to thy own condemning. 
Hear what assaults I had, what snares besides, 845 

What sieges girt me round, ere I coniaented; 
Which might have awM the best-resolT'd of men. 
The conslantest, to have yielded without blame. 
It was not gold, as to niy cliarge thou lay^st. 
That wrought with m&: thou know^st the magistrates 850 
And princes of my country came in person. 
Solicited, commanded, threatened, urg'd, 
Adjur'd by all the bonds of citU duty 
And of retigion, pressM how just it was. 
How honourable, how glorious, to entrap 855 

A common enemy, who had destroyed 
Such numbers of our nation : and the priest 
Was* not behind, but ever at my ear. 
Preaching how meritorious with the gods 
It would be to ensnare an irreligious 860 

Dishonourer of Dagon: what had I 
T' oppose against such powerful arguments? 
Only my love of thee held long debate. 
And combated in silence all these reasons 
Widi hard contest: at length that grounded maxim 865 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 
Of wisest men, that to the public good 
Private resp^ts must yield, with grave authority, 
Took full possession of roe, and prevailed ; 
Vhrtoe, as I thought, truth, duty« so enjoining. 870 

Sams. I thought where all thy circling wiles would end ; 
In feignM religion, smooth hypocrisy! 
But had thy love, still odiously pretended. 
Been, as it ought, sincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other reasonings, brought forth other deeds. 875 
I, before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation, ehose thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd tfiee, as too well thou knew'st; 
Too well; unbosomed aU my secrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, but over-powered ^ 880 

By thy request, who could deny thee nothing; 
Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 
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Didgl thou at first receive me for thy hnsband, 
Tben, as since theii, thy coiuitrT's foe professed? 
Being once a wife, for md tfaou irast to leave 8^ 

Parents and country; nor was I their subject. 
Nor under their protection, but my own. 
Thou mine, not tlidrs : if aught agunst my life 
Thy country sought of thee, it sought unjustly. 
Against the law of nature, law of nations; 890 

No more thy country, but an impious erew 
. Of men conspiring to uphold their state 
By worse, than hostile deeds^ Tiolating the enda 
For which our country is a name so dear; 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But zeal movM thee; 895 
To pkase thy gods thou didst it; gods, unable 
To acquit Aemb'dlves and prosecute their foe» 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 
Of their own deity, gods cannot be: 
Less therefore to be pleat'd, obey*d , or feared, 900 

These false pretexts, and vamishM colours, failing, 
Bare in thy guilt, how foul must thou appeav? 

DdL In argument with men a woman ever v 
Goes by the worse whatever be her cause. ^ 

Sams. For want of words no doubt, or lack of bxeaith ;dd5 
Witness when I was worried with thy peals. 

Dal, I was a fool, too rash, and quite mistaken 
In what I fliought would have succeeded best 
Xet me obtain Jorgiv^Mss of thee, Samson ; 
Afford me place to show what recompense 910 

Towards thee I intend for what I have mfsdoae^ 
Misguided; only what remains past cure 
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist 
To afflict thyself in vain» though sight he lost^ 
Life yet hath many solaces, eigojrM . ^15 

Where other senses want not their delights 
At home in leisure^ and domestic ease. 
Exempt frmn many a care and chance^ to whidi 
Eye-sight exposes daily men abroad. 
I to the lords wiU intercede, not doubting. 9S9 

Their favourable ear, that I may fetch thee ^ 

From forth this loathsome |Nrison-honse to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 
With nursing diligence, to noe glad office. 
May' ever tend about thee to old age, ^ 9£& 

With all things grateful cheered, and so supplied, 
That, what by me thou hast tost, thou least shalt ndss. 

Sams, No, no; of my condition take no care; 
It fits not; thou and I long since are twain: 
Nor think me so imwary or accursed, 930 

To bring my feet again into the snare 
Where once I have been caught: I kn6w ttiy trains, 
Though dearly to ray cost, thy gins, and toils 9 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms, 
No more on me have pow'r; their force is nidl'd; 935 
So much of adder's wisdom I have learA'd, 
To fence my ear against thy soroeries. 
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If in BIT flower of youth and rtreng^ when nil mes 

LoT'd, AonourM, fear'd me, thoa alone eouldat hate me 

Thj husband, slight me, sell me, and forego me; 940 

How wouldst thoyu use me now, blind, and thereby 

Decefvable, in most things as a child 

Helpless, dience easily contemned, and scomM, 

And last neglected? how wouldst thou insult, "^ 

When I must live uxorious to thy will 945 

In perfect thraldom? how again betray me. 

Bearing my words and doings to the lords 

To gloss upon, and, censuring, frown or smile? 

This jail 1 count the house of liberty 

To thine, whose doors my feet shall never enter. 960 

Dal Let me approach at least, and touch thy band. 

Sams. Not for thy life, lest fierce remembrance wake 
My sudden rage to tear thee joint by joint 
At distance 1 forgive thee; go with that; 
Bewail thy falsehood, and the pious works 955 

It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illustrious women, faithful wives! 
Gheriuk thy hatten'd widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treason ! so farewell. 

JkU. I see thou art implacable, more deaf 960 

Xo prayers than winds and seas; yet winds to saaa 
Are reconciled at length, and sea to shore: 
Thy anger, unappeasable, still rages. 
Eternal tempest, never to be calmed. 
Why do I humble thus myself, and, suing 965 

For peace, read nothing but repulse and h/ite; 
Bid go with evil omen, and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounced? 
To mix with thy concernment I desist 
Henceforth, nor too much disapprove my own. 970 

Fame, if no double-fac'd, is double-mouthM, 
And with contrary blast proclaims most deeps; 
On both his wings, one black, the other whita» 
Beam greatest names in his wild aery flight. 
My name perhaps among the circumcised 975 

la Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribea, 
To all posterity may stand defam'd, 
Wilh malediction mentioned and the blot. 
Of folsdiood most miconjugal tradnc*d. 
But in my country, where I most desire, 980 

In Ecron, Gaaa, Asdod, and in Gath, 
I shall be nam'd among the famousest 
Of women, sung at solemn festivals. 
Living and dean recorded, who, to save 
Her country from a fierce destroyer, chose 965 

Above the faith of wedlock>bands; my tomb 
With odours visited and annual flowers; 
Not less renown'd than in mount Ephraim 
Jael, who with inhospitable guile 
Smot« Siseca sleeping, through the tomplei aail'd. 990 
Nor shall I count it heiniwis to eiyoy 
The public marks of hunour and reward. 
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Conferrd apon me, for the piety 

Which to my conntry I was jadg'd to haTe thoim. 

At thif whoever enviet or refiiiies; 995 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. [Exit* 

Chor. She's gone, a manifiBSt serpent by her aliog 
DiscoTer^d in the end, till now ooncealM. 
^ Sams, So let her go ; God sent her to debase me> 
And aggravate my folly, who coounitted 1000 

To such a viper his most sacred trust 
Of secrecy, my safety, and my life. 

Chor. Yet beauty, though i^imriolls, haOi sftnuiige power. 
Alter offence retoming, to regain 
Love once possessed, nor can be easily 1005 

Repulsed without mueh inward pastton felt, 
And secret sling of amorous remorse. . 

SatM, Love-ituupMls oft in pleasing oancord cod, / 
Not wedlock-treachery endang'riug life. 

Chor. It is not virtue, wisdom, valour, wit, lOK) 

Strength, comeliness of shape^ or amplest merit 
That woman's love can win, or loi|g iaherit) 
Bat what it is, hard is to say. 
Harder to hit 

(Which way soever men refer it), 1015 

Much like thy riddle, Samson, in one day 
Or sev^n, though one diould musing sit. 

If any of these, or all, the Timnian bride 
Had not so soon preferred 

Thy paranymph, worUiless to thee compared, lOSO 

Successor in thy bed. 
Nor both so loosely disaliied 
Their nuptials, nor this last so treacherously 
Had shorn the fatal harvest of thy head. 
Is it for that sudi outward ornament 1025 

Was hftvish'd on their sex, that inward gifts 
Were left for haste unfinish*d, judgment scant. 
Capacity not raised to apprehend 
Or value what is best 

In choice, but oftest to affect the wrong? 1030 

Or was too much of self-love muL^d, 
Of constancy no root infix'd. 
That either they love nothing, or not long? 

Whatever it be, to wisest men and best 
Seeming at iBrst all heavenly under virgin Teil, 1035 

Soft, modest» meek, demure. 
Once join'd, the contrary she proves, a thom 
lutestine, far within defennve arms 
A cleaving mischief, in his way to virtue 
Adverse and turbulent; or by hor charms 1040 

Draws him awry enslav'd 
With dotage, and his sense depraved 
To folly aud shamefid deeds which ruin enda. 
^'^at pilot so expert but needs must wreck 
ImbaricM with such a steers-mate at the helpi? 1045 

Favoured of Heav'n, who finds 
One Yirtnous, rarely fouiidi 
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That in domestic good combines: 

Happy that house! his way to peace is smooth: 

But Tirtne, which breaks through all opposition, 1050 

And all temptation can remove, 

Most shines, and most is acceptable abore. 

Therefore Grod^s uniyersal law ^ 

Gave to the man despotic power 

Over his female in due awe, 1055 

Nor from that right to part an hour, 
Smile she or lour: 
So shall he least confusion draw 
On his whole life, not swayM 
By female usurpation, or disnray'd. 1060 

But had we best retire? I see a stom. 

Sams, Fair days have oft contracted wind and rftin. 

Chhr/ Bnt this another kind of tempest brings. 

Sams. Be less abstruse; my riddling days are past. 

Chor, Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 1065 
The bait of honey'd words ; a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward| I knew him by his stride. 
The giant Harapha of Gath , hia look 
Haughty , as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 1070 
I less conjecture, than when first I saw 
The sumptuous Dalila floating this way: 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 

Sams, Or peace, or not, alike' to me he comes. 

Ckor, His fraught we soon shall know, he now 
arrives. 1075 

Enter Harapha. 

Hot. I come not, Samson, to condole thy chance. 
As these perhaps, yet wish it had not been. 
Though for no friendly intent. I am of G^ath ; 
Men call me Harapha , of stock renowuM 
As Og, or Anak, and the Emims old 1080 

That Kiriathaim held ; thou know'st me now 
If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats performed,' 
Incredible to me , in this dlspleas'd 
That I was never present on the place ^ 1085 

Of those encounters , where we might have tried 
Bach other <s force in camp or listed field; 
And now am come to see of wboin such notse 
Hath walkM aboat, and each limb to survey. 
If thy appearance answer loud report. 1090 

Sams, The way to know wore not to see but taste. 

Bar. Dost thou already eiogle me? I thought 
Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. O that fi^rtune 
Had brought me to the fiehl , where thou art famM 
To have wrought such wonders with an ass's jaw ! 1095 
I should have forc'd thee soon wHh other arms, 
Or left thy carcass where the ata hiy thrown t ' 
So had the glory of proweso been recovered 
To Palestine, won by a Philistiiie^ 
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From the unforeskiiui'd race, of wlioni dioa bear'at 1100 
The highest name for Taliant acts; that Jiononr, 
Certain to hare won by mortal duel from thee, 
I lose, prevented by thy eyes pnt ont 

Sams. Boast not of what thou wouldst hare done, but do 
What then thou wouldst; thou seest it in thy hand. 1105 
.'y Har, To combat with a blind man I disdain, 
And thou hast need much washing to be touchM. 

Sams. Such usage as your honourable lords 
Afford me , assassinated and betray'd, 
Who durst not with their whole united powers 1110 

, In fight ^yith8tand>me single and unarmed, 
Nor in the house with chamber-ambushes 
Close-banded durst attack me, no, not sleeping*. 
Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold , 
Breaking her marriage-faith, to circumTent me. 1115 
Therefore , without feign'd shifts , let be assigned 
Some narrow place encios'd, where sight -m^ give thee. 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me ; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandine of brass, thy broad habergeon, 1120 

Vant-brace and gi^eaves, and gauntlet, add thy spear, 
A weaver's beam , and seven-times-folded shield ; 
I only with an oaken staff will meet thee. 
And raise such outcries on thy clatter'd iron. 
Which long shall not withhold me from fliy head, 1125 
That in a little time, while breath remains thee, 
Thou oft shalt wish thyself at Gath to boast 
Again in safety what thou^wouldst have done 
To Samson , but shalt never see Gath more. 

Har. Thou durst not thus disparage glorious arms, 1 130 
Which greatest heroes have in battle worn. 
Their ornament and safety, had not spells 
And black enchantments , some magician's art, 
Arm'd thee or charm'd thee strong, which thou from heaven 
Feign'dst at thy hirth was giv'n thee in thy hair, ^ 1135 
Where strength can least abide , though all thy hairs 
Were bristles rang'd like those that ridge the baek 
Of chaf d wild boars , or ruffled porcupines. 

Sams. I know no spells, use no forbidden arts; 
My trust is in the living God, who gave me 1140 

At my nativity this strength, diffused 
No less through all my sinews , joints , and bones. 
Than thine, while I preserved these locks unshorn, 
The pledge of my unviolated vow. 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy god, 1145 

Go to his temple, invocate his aid 
With solemnest devotion, spread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To frustrate and dissolve these magic spells. 
Which I to be the power of Israel's God 1150 

Avow, and challenge Dagon to the test, 
Offering to combat thee his champion bold. 
With th' utmost of his godhead seconded : 
Then thou shalt see, or rather, to thy sorrow, 
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Soon fbel, whose God k ttroni^t, thine ot mine.' 1155 

Har. Prerame not ob thy God, whatever he be 
Tliee he regards not , owns not , hath cut off 
Qoite from hit peoplie, and delirer^d np 
Into thy enemies' hand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and, fetter'd, tend thee 1160 
Into the common prison , there to grind 
Among the slaTos and asses thy comrades. 
As good for nothing else; no better service 
With those thy boist'rons loclis, no worthy match 
For valour to assail, nor by the sword 1165 

Of noble warrior, so to stain his honour. 
But by the barber's razor best subdued. 

Sam$, All these indignities, for such they are 
From thine, these evils I deserve, and more, 
Admowledge them from God inflicted on me 1170 

Justly , yet despair not of his final pardon. 
Whose ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the suppliant: 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, 1175 

By combat to deoide whose God is God, 
Thine, or whom 1 with Israers sons adore. 

Bar, Fair honour that thou dost thy God , in trnsthig 
He will accept thee to defend his cause, 
A murderer, a revolter, and a robber! 1180 

Sams, Tongue-doughty' giant, how dost thou prove 
roe these? 

Har. Is not thy nation subject to our lords? 
Their magistrates confessed it when they took thee 
As a leaffue-break^ , and delivered bound ^ 
Into our nands: for hadst thou not oommitted 1185 

Notorious murder on those thirty men 
At Ascalon , who never did thee harm, 
Then like a robber stripp'dst them of their robes ? 
The Philistines, when thou hadst broke the league, 
Went up with armed powers thee only seeking, 1190 
To others did no violence nor spoil. 

Sams. Among the deughters of flie Philistines 
I chose a wife, which argued me no foe; 
And in your city held my nuptial feast: 
But your ill-meaning politician lords, 1195 

Under pretence of bridal friends and guests. 
Appointed to await me thirty spies, 
Who, threatening cruel death, constrainM the bride 
To wring from me, and tell to them, my secret, 
That solv'd the riddle which I had proposed. 1200 

When I percdv'd all set on enmity. 
As on my enemies , wherever chanc*d, 
I us'd hostility, and took their spoil. 
To pay my undenniners in their coin. 
My nation was subjected to your lords; 1205 

It was the force of conquest; force widi force 
Is well ejected when the conquered can. 
But I a private person, ynhota my country 
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As a league-breaker gave np bomid, presninM 

Single rebellion , and did hostile acts. 1210 

I was no private, bot a person rais'd 

With strength sufficient, and command from Heaven, 

To free my country ; if their servile minds 

Me, their deliverer sent, would not receive. 

But to their masters gave me up for naught, 1215 

Th' unworthier they; whence to this day they serve. 

I was to do my part from Heav'n assigned. 

And had perfocin'd it, if my known onenco 

Had not disabled me, not all yoor force: 

These shifts refuted, answer thy appellant^ . ^ 1220 

Though by hb blindness maim'd for high attemptSi 

Who now d^es thee thrice to single fight. 

As a petty enterprise of small enforce. 

Har, With thee! a man condenm'd, a slave enrelFd, 
Due by the law to capital punishment! 1225 

To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 

Sams. Cani'st thou for this , vain boaster, to survey me. 
To descant on my strength, and give thy verdict? 
Come nearer; part not hence so slight informed; 
But take good heed my hand sorvey not thee. 1230 

Har, O Baal-zebub! can my ears unns'd 
Hear these dishonours , and not render death ? 

Sams. No mai\ withholds thee, nothing from thy hand 
Fear I incurable ; b^ing up thy van. 
My heels are fetter'd, but my fist is free. 1235 

Har. This insolence other kind of answer fits. 

Sams. Go, baffled coward! lest I run upon thee, 
Though in these chains , bulk without spirit vast, 
And with one buffet hiy thy structure low, 
Or swing thee in the air, Uien dash thee down, 1240 
To th' hazard of thy brains and shattered sides. 

Har. By Astaroth, ere long thou shalt lament 
These braveries, in irons loaden on thee. [Exit 

Chor. His giantship is^ gone somewhat crest-fallen, 
Stalking with less unconscionable strides, 1245 

And lower looks, but in a sultry chafe, 

Sams. I dread him not, nor aU. his giant-brood, 
Though fame divulge him father of five sons, 
All of gigantic size, Goliah chief. 

Chor. He wiU directly to the lords, I fear, 1250 

And with malicious counsel stir them up 
Some way or other ye| further to afflict thee. 

Sams. He must allege some cause, and offer'd fight 
Will not dare mention , lest a question rise 
Whether he durst accept th' offer or pot; 1255 

And , that he durst not , plain enough appeared. 
Much more alTliedon than already felt 
They cannot well impose, nor I sustain; 
If they intend advantage of fby labours, 
The work of many hamis, which earns my keeping 1260 
With no small profit daily to my owners. 
But come what will, my deadliest foe will prove - 
My speediest friend , by de»tb to nd me hence ; 

M 



260 SAMSON AGOMSTES. 

The trorst that he can give , to me the best. 

Yet 80 it may fall out, becaase their end 1265 

Is hate, not help to me, it may with- mine 

Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

Chor. Oh how comely it is, and how reviviiig 
To the spirits of just men long oppressed ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 1270 

Puts invindble might 

To quell the mighty of the earth , th' oppressor. 
The brute and boisterous force of violent itien, 
Hardy and industrious to support 

Tyrannic pow'r, but raging to porsne 1275 

The righteous and all such as honour truth; 
He all their ammunition 
And feats of war defeats. 
With plain heroic magnitude of mind 
And celestial vigour arm'd ; ' 1280 

Their armouries and magazines contemns. 
Renders them useless; while 
With winged expedition, 
Swift Bs the Ughtning glance, he execntei 
His errand on the wicked , who , surprised, 1285 

to»e their defence, distracted and amax'd. 
> But patience is more oft the exercise 
Of saints, the trial of thmr fortitude, 
Makine them each bin own deliverer, 
And victor over all 1290 

That tyranny or fortune can inflict. 
Either of these is in tiby lot, 
Samson, with mio^ht endued 
Above the sons of men; but dght bereaved 
May chance to number thee with those 1295 

Whom patience finally must crown. 

This idol's day hath been to thee no day of rest, 
Labouring thy mind 
More than the working day thy hands*. 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind, 1300 

For 1 descry this way 
Some other tending; in his hand 
A scepter or quaint staff he bears, 
Comes on amain, speed in his look* 
By his habit I discern him now 1805 

A public officer, and now at hand; 
His message will be riiort and voluble. 

Enter Officer. 

Off, Hebrews, the prisoner Samson here I seek. 
Chor. His manactes remark him , there he sits» 
Off, Samson, to thee our lords thus bid me say: 1310 
This day to Dagon is a solemn feast, 
With sacrifices, triumph, plhip, and games: 
Thy strength they know surpassing human rate, 
And now some public proof thereof require 
To honour this great feast, and great assembly; 1315 
Rise therefore with aU sp^ , and cooie alo»g» 
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Where I irill see thee hearten^ and fresh dad. 
To apptar as fits before th' illustrious lords. 

Samg, Thou know^st I am an Hebrew, therefore tell them, 
OiB* law torbids at their religious rites 1320 

Mj presence; for that cause I cannot come. 

Off. This answer, be assured, will not content thenu 

Sams. HaTe they not sword-players, and everj sort 
Of gymnic artists, wrestlers, riders, runners. 
Jugglers and dancers, antics, tnummers, mimics, 1325^ 
Birt they must pick mc out, with shackles tir'd, 
And OTer-labourM at their public miU, 
To make them sport with blind activity ? 
Do they not seek occasion for new quarrels 
On my refusal to distress me more, 1330 

Or make a game of my calamities? 
Return the way thou earnest, I will not come. 

Off. Regard thyself; thb will offend them highly. 

ScoTis. Myself? my conscience, and internal peace. 
Can they think me so broken, so debased 1335 

With corporal servitude, that my mind erer 
Will condescend to such absurd commands? 
Although their drudge , to be their fool or jester. 
And in mjr midst of sorrow and heart-grief 
To cdiow them feats, and play before their God, 1340 
The worst of all indignities , yet on me 
JoinM with extreme contempt? I will not come. 

Cffi My message was imposed on me with speed, 
Brooks no delay : b this thy resolution ? 

Seang. So take it with what t^pced thy message needs. 1345 

Off. I am sorry what this stoutness will produce. [Rxk, 

Sams. Perhaps thop shalt have cause to sorrow indeed. 

Chor, Consider, Samson; matters now are strainM 
Up to the highth, whether to hol4 or break: 
He's gone, fwd who knows how he may report 1350 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame? 
Expect another message more imperious, 
M<nre lordly thund*ring than thou well wUt bear. 

Sams. Shall I abuse this consecrated gift 
Of stkfength , again returning with m^ haur 1355 

After my great transgression, so requite 
Favour renewM, and add a greater sin 
By prostituting holy things to idols? 
A NaKarite in place abominable 

Yannthig my strength in honour to their Dagon ! 1360 
Besides,. bow vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 
What act more execrably unclean , profane ! 

Cffor. Yet with this strength thou serv'st the PMlSstines, 
Idolatrous, uncircumcisM , unclean. 

Sams. Not in dieir idol-worship , but by labour 1365 
Honest and lawful to deserve my food 
Of tliose who have me in their civil power. 

Chor. Where the heart joins not, outwards acts defile not. 

Sams. Where outward force constrains, the sentence holds ; 
Bnt who constrains me to the temple of Dagon, 1370 
Mot dragging ? The rbilistian lords command. 

M 2 
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Commands are no constraints. If I obey them, 

1 do it freely, Tent'ring to displease 

God for the fear of man , and man prefer, 

Set God behind: which in his jealousy 1375 

Shall never, unrepented, find forgiveness. 

¥et that he may dispense with me, or thee, 

Present in temples at idolatrous rites 

For some important cause , thou need'st not doubt. 

Chor. How thou wilt here come off surmounts my 
reach. 1380 

Sams, Be of good courage; I begin to fed 
Some rousing motions in me, which dispose 
To something extraordinary my thoughts, 
I with this messenger will go along, 
Nothing to do , be sure , that may dishonour 1385 

Our law , or stain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be aught of presage in tlie mind, 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By some g^eat act, or of my days the last. 

Chor, In time thou hast resolv'd, the man returns. 1390 

Off. Samson, this second message from our lords 
To thee I am bid say. Art thou our slave. 
Our captive, at the public mill our drudge. 
And dar'st thou at our sending and command 
Dispute thy coming? come without delay; 1395 

Or we shall find such engines to assail 
And hamper thee , as thou shalt come of force, 
Though thou wert firmlier fastenM than a rwlc. 

Sams, I could be well content to try their art. 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 1400 
Yet, knowing their advantages too many. 
Because they shall not trail me trough their streets 
Like a wild beast, I am content to go. 
Masters' commands come with a powV resistless 
To such as owe them absolute subjection; 1405 

And for a life who will not change his purpose? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men). 
Yet this be sure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our law. 

Off. I praise thy resolution : doff thesis links s 1410 
By i^is compliance thou wilt win the lords 
To favour, and perhaps to set thee free. 

.Sbihs. Brethren, farewell; your company along 
I will not wish, lest it perhaps offend them 
To see me girt with friends ; and how the sight 1415 
Of me , as of a common enemy. 
So dreaded once, may now exasperate them, 
I know not: lords are lordliest in their wine; 
And the well-feasted priest then soonest fir'd 
With zeal , if aught religion seem concerned ; 1420 

No less the people, on their holy-days, 
Impetuous, insolent, unquenchable: 
Happen what may, of me expect to hear 
Nothing dishonourable, impure, unworthy 
Our God, our law, my nation, or myself, 14^5 
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llie last of me or BO, I cannot warrant '[Exit. 

Chor. Go, and tbe Holy One 
Of Inrael be tby guide 

To what may serve his glory best, and spread his name 
Great among tiie Heatbcn round; 1430 

Send thee the angel of thy birth , to stand 
Fast hy thy side, who from thy father's field 
Rode up in flames after his Message told 
Of thy oonception , and be now a shield 
Of 'fire; that spurit, that first rnsh'd on thee 1435 

In the camp of Dan, • 

Be eiSicacious in thee now at need. 
For uever was from Ueair'n imparted 
Measure of strength so great to mortal seed. 
As in thy wondrous actions hath been seen. 1440 

But wherefore comes old Manoah in such haste 
With youthful steps? much liTelier than erewliile 
Ho seems; supposing here to find his son, 
Or of him bringing to us some glad news. 
Enter Manoah, 

Man. Peace with you, brethren; my inducement 

hither 1445 

Was not at present here to find my son, 
By order of the lords now parted hence 
To oome and play before thera at their feast. 
I heard all as I came, the city rings, 
And numbers thither flock: I had no will, 1450 

Lest I should see him forc'd to things unseemly. 
But that , which mov'd my coming now , was chiefly • 
To give ye part with me what hope I haire 
With good success to work his liberty. 

Chor. That hope would much rejoice us to partake 1455 
With thee; say, revellpd sire, we thirst to hear. 

Man, I have attempted one by one the lords _ 
Either at home, or tlirough the hi^h-street passing. 
With supplication prone and father^s tears, 
T' a4M:ept of ransom for my son their pris'ner. 1460 

Some much averse I found, and wondrous harsh, 
Contemptuous, proud, set on revenge and spite; 
That part most reverenced Dagon and his priests: 
Others more moderate seeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for whirh both go'd and state 1465 

They easily would set to sale: a third ' 
More generous far and civil , who confessed 
They had enough rcvengM ; having reduu'd 
Thdr foe to misery beneath their fears. 
The rest was magnanimity to remit, 1470 

If aome convenient ransom were proposed. 
What noise or shout was that? it tore the fttiy. 

Chor. Doubtless the people shouting to behold 
Their once great dread , captive , and blind before thfim. 
Or at some proof of strength before them shown, 1475 

Man. His ransom, if my who!e inheritance 
May compass it, shall willingly be paid 
And oumber'd down : much ra&er 1 shall choose 
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To live the poorest in my tribe, than rjdiesti 

And he in that calamitous prison left; 1480 

No, I am fix'd not to part hence without hioL 

For his redemption idl my patrimony, 

if need be, I am ready to forego 

And quit: not wanting him, I shall want nothing. 

Chor. Fathers are wont to lay up for their boos, 1485 
Thou for thy ton art bent to lay out all; 
Sons wont to nurse their parents in old age. 
Thou in old age car^st how to nurse thy son, 
Made older than thy age through eye-sfght lost. 

Man. It shall be my delight to tend hb eyes, 1490 
And Tiew him sitting in the faotise, ennobled 
With idl those high exploits by him achievM, 
And on his shoulders waving down those locks 
That of a nation armM the strength contain'd; 
And I persuade me , God hath not permitted 1495 

Her strength again to grow up with his hair, 
GarrisonM round about him like a camp 
Of faithful soldiery, were net hb purpose 
To use him further yet in some great service; 
Vm to sit idle with so great a gift ^ 1500 

Useless, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And since his strength with eye-sight was not le^t, 
God will restore him eye-sight to his strength. 

Chor, Thy hopes are not iU-fbunded , nor seem vain, 
Of his delivery , and thy joy thereon 1505 

ConceivM , agreeable to a father's love. 
In both which we, as next, participate. 

Man, I know your friendly minds and, — what noise !— 
Mercv of Heav'n, what hideous noise was that! 
Horribly loud, unlike the former shout. 1510 

Chor. Noise cs|1l you it, or ui^ersal groan, 
As if the whole inhabitation perish'd ! 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds, are in that noiise. 
Ruin , destruction of the utmost point. 

Mon. Of ruin, indeed, methought I heard the noise 2 1515 
Oh ! it continues\, they have slain my son. 

Chor, Thy son is rather slaying them : that outcry 
From slaughter of one foe could not ascend. 

Man, Some dismal accident it needs must be; 
What shall we do, stay here or run and see? 1520 

Chor. Best keep together here, lest, running thither. 
We unawares run mto danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philistines is fall'n; 
From whom could else a general cry be heard? 
The sufferers then will scarce molest us here ; 1525 

From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if, his <nre-sight (for to Israel's God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle restored. 
He now be dealing dole among his foes. 
And over heaps of slaughtered walk his way ? 1536 

Man. That were a joy presumptuous to be tfaonght. 

Chor. Yet God hath wrought things as incrediblo 
For hif people of old; what hinderd now? 
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Man, He «an, I know, but.doabt to think he will; 
Yet hope woald fain tiibicriba, and tempts belief. 1535 
A little stay will bring some notice hither. 

(^hor. Of good or bikd so great, of bad the sooner; 
For evil news rides post, wUle good news bates. 
And to our wi6h I see one hither speeding. 
An Hebrew, as I guess, and of onr tribe. 1540 

Enter Messenger, 

Men. O whithw shall I ran , or which way fly 
The dght of this so horrid spectacle, 
Which ent my eyes beheld, fuid yet behold? 
For dire imagination still pursues me. 
But Providence or instinct of nature seems, 1545 

Or reason though disturbed, and scarce consulted, 
To have guided me aright, I know not how. 
To tlMe first, reverend Manoah, and to these 
My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining. 
As at some distance from the place of horror, 1550 

So Ui the sad event too much concemM. 

Man. The accident was loud, and here' before thee 
With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear not; 
No preface needs, thou seest we long to know. 

Af ess. It would burst forth, but I recover breath 1555 
And sense distract , to know woll what I utter. 

Afon. Tell us the sum , the circumstance defer. 

Mess. Gasa yet stands, but all her sons are fall'n, 
All in a moment overwlielm'd and fall'n. 

Man. Sad, but thou know'st to Iwaelites not taddeit, 1 560 
The desolation of a hostile city. 

Afess. Feed on that first; there may in grief be surfeit. 

Man. Relate by whom. 

Afess. By Samson. 

Man. That still lessens 

The sorrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

Mess. Ah ! Blanoah , 4 nefrain too suddenly 1565 

To otter, what will come at last too .soon; 
Lest evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy a^ ear should pierce too deep. 

Man, Suspense in news is torture, speak them out. 

Afess. Take then the worst in brief : Samson is dead. 1570 

Man. The worst indeed! O all my hopes defeated 
To free him hence ! but death , who sets all free, 
Hath paid hb ransom now and loll discharge. 
What windy joy this day had I conceived 
Hopeful of his delivery , which now proves 1575 

Abortive as the first-bom bloom of spring 
Jlipt with the lagging rear of wfiiter*s frost! 
Yet ere I give the rems of grief, say first, 
How died he; death to life is crown or shame. 
All by him fell, 4hou sayst; by whom fell he? 1580 
What glorious hand gave SamRon his death^s wound .^ 
Mess. Unwounded of his enemies he UXL 
Man. Wearied with slaughter then, or how? expldn. 
Me9L By hit ows haads^ * 



279 SABfSON AGOl^ISTES. 



Man. . SUf-Tiol«nce? what cause 

Brought him §o soon at Tanance with himsdif 1585 
Among hit foet? 

Mess. IneyitaMe canso 

At onee hoth to destroy , and be deitroy'd ; 
The edifice wheie all were met to see him^ 
Upon their heads and on hb own he puU'd. 

Man. O lastly oTor-strong against thyself I 1590 

A dreadful way thon took'st to thy reyenge. 
More than enough we know; but while things yet 
Are in confusion , give us , if thou canst. 
Eye-witness of what first or last was done, 
Relation more particular and distinct. 1595 

Mess. Occasions drew Die early to diis dty; 
And, as the gates I entered with sun-ri^e, 
The morning tmAipets festival proclaimed 
Through each hl^ street: little I had dispatdh'd 
When all abroad was rumour'd that this day 1600 

Samson should be brought forth, to show the people 
Froof of his mighty strength in feats and games; 
I sorrow'd at hu captive state, but minded 
Not to be absent at that spectade. 
The building was a spacious theatre 1605 

Half-roand , on two main pillars vaulted higliy 
With seats where aU die lords, and each degree 
Of sort, mi^ht sit in order to behold; 
The other Bide was^ open , where the throng 
On banks and scaffolds under sky might stand; 1610 
I among these aloof obscurely stood. 
The feast and noon grew high, and sacrifice 
Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high cheer, and wine. 
When to their sports they tum'd. Inunediately 
Was Samson as a public servant brought, 1615 

In their state livery clad; before him pipes. 
And timbrels, on each side went armed guards,. 
Both horse and foot, before him and behind 
Archers and slingers , cataphracts and spears. 
At sight of him the people with a shoot 1620 

Bifted the air , clamouring their god with praise, 
Who had made their dreadful enemy th«lr. thrall. 
He, patient, but undaunted, where they led him. 
Came to the place; and what was set before him. 
Which without help of eye might be assayed, 1625 

To heave, pull, draw, or break, he stiU performM 
All with incredible, stupendous force; 
None daring to appear antagonist. 
At length for intermiwibn's sake they led him 
Between the pillars ; no his guide requested 1630 

(For so from such as nearer stood we heard) 
As overtir'd to let him lean a while 
With both his arms on those two massy pillars^ 
Tlmt to the arched roof gave main support 
He, unsuspicious, led him; which when Samson 1635 
Felt in his arms, with head a while incGn'd 
And eyes fest fiz'd he stood , as one w1m> pray'd. 
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Or gome peftt matter in liii mind reroly'd s 

At last with head erect thna eried aUmd, 

^Hitherto, lords, what yoor commands impoeM 1640 

I haye p^formM, as reason was, ohe;^g, 

Not wittiout wonder or delight beheld: 

Now of my own accmrd soda other trial 

I mean to «how you of my strength, yet greatei. 

As with amaze ^11 strike all who behold.' 1645 

This utter'd, straining all his nerves, he bowM, 

As, with the force of winds and waters pent. 

When mountains tremUe, those two massy pillars 

With horrible ocmiiilsion to and fro 

He tngg'd, he shook, till down they came, anMtew 1650 

The whole roof after fliem, with burst of thiuRer 

Upon the heads of all who sat beneath, 

Lords, ladies, captains, counsellors, or priests, 

Their choice nobility and flower, not only 

Of this, but each PhiHstinn city round, 16^ 

Met from all parts to solemniie this feast. 

Samson, with these immix'd, inevitably 

PuU^ down the same destruction on himself; 

The Tulgar only 'scap'd, who stood without. 

Chor, O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious! 1660 
Living or dying thou hast fulfilled 
The work for which thou wast foretold 
To Israel, and now liest victorious 
Among thy slain 8elf4dU'd, 

Not willingly, but tangled in the fold 1665 

Of dire necessity, whose law in death conjoined 
Thee with thy slaughtered foes, in number more 
Than all thy life hath slain before. 

1 Semichor. While their hearts were jocmid and sublime. 
Drunk with idolalay, drunk with wine, 1670 

And fat regorgM of bulls and goats, 
Canting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo, his bright sanctuary; 

Among them he a spirit of phrenzy sent, 1675 

Who hurt their minds. 
And ure'd them on with mad desire 
To call in haste for their destroyer; 
They, only set on sport and play, 

Unweetingly impdrtun'd 1680 

Their own destruction to come speedy upon thesi. 
So fond are mortal men, 
Fairn into wrath divine, 
As their own ruin on themselves t' invite, 
Insensate left, or to sense reprobate, 1685 

And with blindness internal struck. 

t Semkhor, But he, though blind of sight, 
DespisM , and thoughl extinguished quite. 
With inward eyes illuminated, 

Hk fiery virtue rons'd 1690 

From under ashes into sudden flame, 
And as an evening dragron came, 
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Assailant on the perched roosts 

And nests in order rang'd 

Of tame viUatic fowl; but as an eagle 1695 

Hif cloudless tbander bolted on dieir heads. 

So Tirtue, giv'n for (pst, 

Depressed, and OTerthrown, as secoi'd, 

lake that self-begotten biid 

In the Arabian woods embost, 1700 

That no second knows, nor third. 

And lay erewhile a holocaust. 

From oBt her ashy womb now teem*d, 

Reyives, refloorishes, then Tigorous most 

Whe«MpBt anactiye deem'd; 1705 

And thJIgh her body die, her fame snrvives, 

A secular bird agea of lives. 

Mam, Come, come; no time for lamentation now. 
Nor much more cause; Samson hath quit himself 
like Samson, and heroically hath finished 1710 

A life heroic, on his enemiei 
Fully roYrag'd, hath left them years of monrnhig. 
And lamentation to the sons of Caphtor 
Through all Philistian bounds; to Israel 
Honour hath left, and freedojD, let but them 1715 

Find courage to lay hold on this occasion; 
To himself and father's house eternal fame; 
And, which is best and happiest yet, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was fear'd. 
But favouring and assisting to the end. 1720' 

Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock the breast; no weakness, no contempt. 
Dispraise, or blame; nothing but well and faur, # 

And what may quist us in a death so noble. 
Let us go find the body where it lies 1725 

SoakM in his enemies' blood; and from the stream 
With layers pure, and cleansing herbs, wash off 
The clotted gore. I, with what speed the while 
(Gasa is not in plight to say us nay) 
Will send for all my kmdred, all my friends, 1730 

To fetch him hence, and solemnly attend 
With silent obsequy, and funeral train. 
Home to his father's house: there will I build him 
A monument, and. plant it vound with shade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching pahn, 1735 

With all his trebles hung, and acts inroU'd 
In copious legend, or sweet lyric song. ^ 

Thither shall all the valiant youth resort. 
And from his memory inflame their breasts 
To matchless valour, and adventures high: 1740 

The virgins also shall, on feastful days. 
Visit his tomb with flow'rs; only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 
From ^oiee captivity and loss of eyes. 

Chor. All is best, though we oft doubt, 1745 

What the unsearchable dispose 
Of highest Wisdom hrlngt about, 
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And ever host found in tike close. 

Oft he ■eeni0 to hide his iace. 

Bat nnezpectedly returns, 1750 

And to his faithful champion hath in place 

Bore witness glmovsly; whence' Q^a» monmSy 

And all that band them to resbt 

His uncontrollable intent; 

His serrants he, with new acquist 1755 

Of true experience, from this great erent, 

With peace and : consolation hath dismist. 

And calm of mind, all passion Fpent. 
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Y£T once more, O ye laiirela, and once mere 

Ye myrtles brown , with ivy never sere, 

I come to pluck your berries harsh and crndo; 

And, with forced fingers rnde, 

Shatter yoor leaves before the mellowing year. 

Bitter constraint, and sad occasion dear, 

Compels me to disturb your season due: 

For [jyci^gfi la d ead. tJAjjtloyft }tia pi.ina<»j 

Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer: 

Who would not sing for Lycidas ?• he knew Vif^' ^^ 

Himself to sing, and build the lofty rhyme^ 

He must not float upon his watry bier 

Unwept, and welter to the parching wind, 

Without the meed of some melodious tear. 

Begin then, sisters of the sacred well, ^^ 15 

That from beneath the seat of Jove doth spring; 
Begin, and somewhat loudly sweep the spring. 
Hence with denial vain, and coy excuse: 
So may some gentle muse 

With lucky words favour my destin'd urn; 20 

And, as he passes, turn, 
And bid fair peace be to my sable shroud. 

For we were nursM upon the self-same hill, / 

Fed the same flock, by fountain, shade, and rill. / 
Together both, ere the high lawns appeared 25 

Under the opening eye-lids of the morn. 
We drove afield , and both together heard 
What time the gray-flv winds her sultry hnm, 
Batt'ning our flocks with the fresh dews of night. 
Oft till the star, that rose at evening bright, SO 

Toward heaven's descent had slop'd his westering wlieci. ' 
Meanwhile the rural ditties were not mute, 
Tempered to th' oaten flute; \ ^ / 

Rough Satyrs danced, and Fauns with cloven hcolV^I^ 
From the glad sound would not be absent long; V do 
And •old Damoetas lov'd to hear our song. vj 

But, the heavy change, now thou art gone, 
Now thou art gone, and never must return! 
Thee, shepherd, thee the woods, and desert caves 
With wild thyme and the gadding vme o'ergrowu, 40 
And all their echoes, mourns 
The willows, and the hasel copses green. 
Shall now no more be «een 
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Fanning their joyous leayes to thy soft lays* 

As killiog as the canker to the rose, 45 

Or taintr-iTomi to the weanling herds that graze. 

Or frost to flow'rs, that their gay wardrobe wear. 

When first the white-diom blows ; 

Such, Lyciidas, thy loss to shepherds^ ear. 

Where were ye, nymphs, when the remorseless deep 50 <^ -^ 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas? ^ '\ 

For neither were ye playing on the steep, *' ^ - . 

Where your old Baids, the famous Druids, lie, ' -^ ■ 

Nor on the shaggy top of Mona high, 
"Sojt yet where Deya spreads her wizard stream: 55 

Ay me ! I fondly dream. 

Had ye been there: for what could that haTO done? 
What could the Muse herself that Orpheus bore, ^ 
The Muse herself, for her enchanting son, ^ 

Whom uniTcrsai nature did lament, 60 

When , by the rout that made the hideous roar, 
His goary yisage down the stream was sent, 
Down the swift Hebrus to the Lesbian shore? 

Alas ! what boots it with incessant care 
To tend the homely, slighted, shepherd's trade,* 65 xA-i^\> 

And strictly meditate the thankless Muse? ^jfr^^i+^VM^^ "T^ 
Were it not better done, as others use, » p (j^iX^ Oiff^^"^^ 
To sport with Amaryllis in the shade, Ty \'^ • ' 

Or with the tangles of Neaera's hair? j 
Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise 70 

(That last infirmity of noble mind) « 

Tp scorn delights and live laborious days; 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find, 
And think to burst out into sudden blaze, 
Comes the blind Fury with tV abhorred shears, 75 

And slits the thin-spun life. But not the praise^ 
Phoebus replied, and touchM my trembling ears; 
*> Fame it no plant that grows on mortal soil, 
Nor in the glist'ring fuil 

Set oif to the world, nor in broad rumour lies; 80 

But liTes and spreads aloft by those pure eyes, 
ithd perfect witness of "all-judging JoTe; 
As he pronounces lastly on each deed. 
Of so much Ame in heay'n ex j ^ ecl thy meed.^^- — 

O fountain Arethuse, and thou honoured flood, 85 

Smooth-sliding Mincius, crown'd with Tocal reeds! 
That strain IhcMd was of a higher mood: 
But now my^K proceeds, 
And listens to the herald of the tea 
That came in Meptune's plea; « 90 

He ask'd the waves , and ask'd the felon winds. 
What hard mishap hath doom'd this gentle swain? 
And questioned every gust of rugged wings >_ 

That blows from off each beaked promontory: 
They knew not of his story ; 95 

And sage Hippotades their answer brings. 
That not a blast Vas from his dungeon strayM ; 
The air was calm , and on the level brine 
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Sleek Panope with all her risterg play'd. 
It was that fatal and porfidioat bark, 100 

Built in th' eclipse, and rigg'd with curses dark, 
That sunk so low that sacred head of thine. 

Next Camus, rcTerend sire, went footing slow. 
His mantle hairy , and his bonnet sedge, 
Ifiws 
IT 




Last came, and last did go. 
""TTie^ot of the Galilean lake ; 

Two raasFy keys he bore of metals twain 110 

(The golden opes , the iron shuts amain), 

lie shook his miterM locks, and stem betake: 

'How well could I haTe spar'd for thee, young fwaiOy 
Bnow of such, as for their bellies* sake 
Creep, and intrude, and climb hito the fold?, 115 

Of other care they little reckoning make. 
Than how to scramble at the shearers' feast. 
And shoTo away the worthy bidden guest; 
Blind mouths! that scarce diemseKes know how to hold 

^ , A she^p-hook, or haxe learnM aught else the least ISO 
^That to the •faithful herdsman's art belongs! 

^ " > Wliat recks it them ? What need they ? they are sped. 
And, when Ithey list, their lean and flashy songs 
Grate on their scrannel pipes of wretclied straw; 
The hungry sheep look up , and are not fed, 125 

, But, swolii with wind and the rank mist they draw, 
Hot inwardly, and foul contagion spread; 
Besides what the grim wolf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing sed: 
But that two-handed engine at the door 130 

'* Stands ready to smite once, and smite no more.* 
Return, Alpheus, the dread voice is past. 
That shrunk thy streams ; return , Siciimn Muse^ 
And call the vales , and bid them hither cast 
Their bolls and flow'rets of a thousand hoes. 135 

, Ye valleys low , where the mild whispers use 
Of shades, and wanton winds, and gushing brooks, 
On whose fresh lap the swart star sparely looks; 
Throw hith/er all your^qus^int enameli'd eyes^ 
That on the green turf suck the honticd showers, 140 

^-..«««And purple all the ground with vernal flowers. 
Bring the rathe primrose that forsaken^ dies. . 
The tufted crow-toe, and pale jessamine, ^ ' " 
The white pink, and the pansy frcak'd with jet. 
The glowing violet, 146 

The musk- rose, and the well-attir*d woodbine, 

' ^ With cowslips wan that hang the pensive head, 
N^And every flower that sad embroidery Wears: 
Bid aroaranthus all his beauty shod. 
And dafludillies fill their cups with tears, 150 

To strew the laureat herse where Lycid lies. 
For, so to interpose a little ease, * 

Let our frail thoughts dally wjlh fake surmise; 
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Ay men whilst thee the shores and sounding seas 
Wash far away, where'er |hy bones are harl'd, 155 
Whether beyond the stormy Hebrides, 
Where thoa perhaps ; nnder the whelming tlie, 
Visit'st the bottom of the monstrous world; 
Or whether thou, to our moist tows denied, 
Sleep'st by the fable of Bellerus old, 160 

Where the great vision of the guarded mount 
Looks towani Namancos and Bayona^s hold; 
_Look hompw «'^'^^ ^^Q'^K ^'^^t^^** ^n**^*!^^^ rntht 
And, O ye dolphins , waft the hapless yovSS 



Weep no more^ woful shepherds, weep no more, 165 
For Lycidas your sorrow is not dead. 
Sunk though he be beneath the watry floor; 
So siifks the day-star in the ocean bed, 
And yet anon repairs his drooping head. 
And tricks his beams, and with new-spangled ore 170 
Flames in (he forehead of the morning sky: 
So Lycidas sunk low, but mounted high, 
Through the dear might of Him that walkM the waves ; 
Where, other groves and other streams along. 
With nectar pure his oozy locks he laves, 175 

And hears the unexpreesive nuptial song, 
In the blest kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the saints above. 
In solemn troops, and sweet societies. 
That sing, and, singing, in their glory move^ 180 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes,|^K^ 
IVow, Lycidas, the shepherds weep no more; 
Henceforth thou art the genius of the shore. 
In thy large recompense, and shalt be pf**^ ^^^^^^j^ 
To ail that wander in that perilous flood^H^^i^^^ro^ 

Thus sang the uncouth swain to th' oaks and rills. 
While t h^ still morn wftnt out with sandals gravg 
He tonch'd the tender stops of various quills, 
With eager thought warbling his Doric lay: 
And now the sun had stretched out all the hills, 190 
And now was dropt into the western bay: 
At last he rose, and twitchM his mantle blue : 
To-morrow to fresh woods , and' pastures new, * 
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HENCE, loathed Melancholv, 

Of Cerberus and blackest Midnight bom. 

In Stygian cave forlorn, 

<Mongst horrid shapes, and shrieks, and sights unholy I 
•Find out some uncouth cell, 5 

Whore brooding Darkness si^ads his jealous wings. 
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And the night-iaTen sings; 

There under ebon shades , and low-brow'd rocks. 
As ragged as thy locks, 

In dark C^merian desert ever dwell. 10 

But come, thou goddess fair and free. 
In heav'n yclep*d Euphrosyne, 
And by men, heart-easing Alirth; 
Whom lovely Venus, at la birth. 

With two sister Graces more, 15 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore: ^ 

^ Or whether (as some sager sing} 
The frolic wind that breathes the spring, 
Zephyr, with Aurora playing. 

As he met her ^ce a-Maying; SO 

Thero on beds of violets blue, * 

Aud fresh-blown roses washed in dew, 
Fiird her with thee a daughter fair. 
So buxom , blithe , and debonair. 

Haste thee , Nymph , and bring with thee 25 

Jest, and youthful jollity, 
Qnips, and cranks, and wanton wiles. 
Nods, and becks, and wreathed smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe^s cheek. 

And love to live in dimple sleek; 30 

Sport that wrinkled Care derides. 
And Laughter holding both his sides. 
Come, and trip it, as yon go, 
On the light fantastic toe; 

And in thy right hand lead with thee 35 

The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty; 
And, if I give thee honour due. 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew. 
To live with her , and live with thee. 
In unreproved pleasures free; 40 

To hear the lark begin his flight. 
And singing startle the dull night. 
From his watch-tow'r in the skies, 
Till the dappled dawn doth rise; 

Then to come, in spite of sorrow, 45 

And at my window bid good morrow. 
Through the sweet-briar , or the vine, 
Or the twbted eglantine: 
While the cock, with lively din. 

Scatters the rear of darkness thin, 50 

And to the stack, or the barn-door. 
Stoutly stmts his dames before: 
Oft li8t*ning how the hounds and horn 
Cheerly ronse the slnmb'ring mom. 
From the side of some hoar hill, 55 

Through the high wood echoing shrilL 

Some time walking, not unseen, 
By hedge-row elms, on hillocks green. 
Right against the eastern gate 

Where the great sun begins his state, 60 

Kob*d in flames , and amber light, 
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jTne clouds in thousand liTorieg dight; 
While the plonghman , near at hand. 
Whistles o'er the fnrrowM land, 

And the milkmaid singeth hlithe, ^ 

And the mower whets his scythe, 
And every shepherd tells his tale, 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Straight mine eye hath caoght new pleasures, 
Whilst the landscape round it measures; 70 

Russet lawns, and fallows gray; 
Where the nibbling flocks do stoiy; 
Mountains, on whose barren breast 
The laboring clouds do often rest; 

Meadows trim with daisies pide, 75 

Shallow brooks, and rirers wide: 
Towers and battlements it sees 
BosomM high In tufted trees, 
Where perhaps some beauty lies. 
The Cynosure of neighb'ring eyes. 80 

Hard by, a cottage chimney smokes 
From betwixt two aged oaks, ^ 

Where Corydon ant Thirsis, met. 
Are at their sayoury dinner set 

Of herbs, and other country messes, 85 

Which the neat-handed Phillis dresses; 
And then in haste her bow'r she leaves. 
With Thestylis to bind the sh^baves ; 
Or, if the earlier season lead, 
To the tann'd haycock in the mead. 90 

Sometimei with secure delight 
The upland hamlets will invite. 
When the merry bells ring round, 
And the jo<sund rebecks sound 

To many^ a youth and many a maid, 95 

Dancing in the checker^ shade; 
And young and old come forth to play 
On a iun-shine holy-day. 
Till the live-long day-light flul: 

Then to the spicy nut-brown ale, 100 

With stories told of many a feat, 
How faery Malik the junkets eat; 
She was pinch'd, and^ulfd, she ied; 
And he, by friar's lantern led. 

Tells how the drudging goblin swet 105 

To earn his cream-bowl duly set, 
When in one night, ere glimpse of morii^ 
His shadowy flail hath thresh*d the corn, 
Tliat ten day-lab'rers could not end; 
Then lies him down the lubbar fiend, 110 

And, stretcbM out all the chimney's length. 
Basks at the fire his hairy strength; 
And crop-fbll out of doors he, flings. 
Ere the first cock his matin rings. 

Thu<> done the tales, to bed they cre^, 115 

By whlsp'ring winds soon Inird asleep, 

M :i 
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Tower*d cities please us tiien, '* 

And the Inisy hum of men, 

Where throngs of knights and barons bold. 

In' weeds of peace, high triumphs hold, 120 

With store of ladies, whose bright ejes 

Rain influence, and judge the prize 

Of wit, or arms, while both contend 

To win her grace, whom all commend. 

There let Hymen oft appear 125 

In saffron robe, with taper dear. 

And pomp, and feast, and revelry. 

With mask and antique pageantry; 

Such sights as youthful poets dream 

On summer eves by haunted stream. 130 

Then to the well-trod gtageanon. 

If Jonson's learned sock be on. 

Or sweetest Shakspeare, Fancy's child. 

Warble his native wood-notes wild. 

And ever, against eating cares, 135 

Lap me in soft Lydtan airs. 
Married to immortal verse; 
Such as the meeting soul may pierce. 
In notes, with many a winding bout ^ 

Of linkeid sweetness long drawn out, 140 

With wanton heed and giddy cunning; 
The melting voice through mazes running, 
Untwisting all the chaiiis that tie 
The hidden soul of harmony ; 

That Orpheus* self may heave his head 145 

From golden slumber on a bed 
Of heap'd Elysian flow*rs, and hear 
Such strains as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto, to have quite set free 
His half regained Eurydice. ^ 150 

These delights if thou canst give. 
Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 
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Hencb, vain deluding joys, 
The brood of Folly without father bred! 
How little you bested. 

Or fill the fixed tnind with all your toys! 
Dwell in some idle brain, ^ 

And fancies fond with gaudy shapes .possess, , 
As thick and numberless 
As the gay motes that people Hhe sun-beams; 
Or likest hovering dreams. 

The fickle pensioners of Morpheus' train. 10 
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Bat hail, thou goddess, sage and holy, 

Hail, diTinest; Melancholy! 

Whose saintly Tisage is too bright 

To hit the sense of human flight, 

And therefore to our weaker view 15 

O'erlaid with black, staid Wisdom's hue; 
. Black, but such as in esteem 

Prince Memnon's sister might beseem, 

Or that starrM Ethiop queen that strove 

To set her beauty's praise aboTe 20 

The Sea-Nymphs, and their powers offended: 

Yet thou art higher far descended : 

Thee, brighthairM Vesta, long of yore. 

To solitary Saturn bore; 

His daughter &he; in Saturn's reign, S5 

Such mixture was not held a stain: 

Oft in glimmering bow'rs and ffladei * 
He met her, and in secret shades 

Of woody Ida's inmost grove. 

Whilst yet there was no fear of Jove. 30 

Come, pensive Nun, devout and pure. 
Sober, tteadfast, and demure, 
^ All in a robe of darkest grain, 
* Flowing with majestic train, 
And sable stole of cypress lawn, 35 

Over thy decent shoulders drawn. 
Come, but keep thy wunted state. 
With even step, and musing gait; 
And looks commercing with the MeB, 
'niy rapt soul sitting in thine eyefl: 40 

Thcrf', held in holy passion still, 
Forget thyself to marble, till 
With a sad leaden downward cast 
Thou fix them on the earth as fait: 
And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 45 

Spare Fast, that oft with gods doth diet, 
And hears the Muses in a ring 
Aye round about Jove's altar sing: 
And add to these retired Leisure, 

That in trim gardens takes his {Measure. 50 

But first, and chiefest, with thee bring, 
Him that yon somrs on golden wing. 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne, 
The Cherub Contemplation; 

And the mute Silence hist along, 55 

'Less Philomel will deign a tong. 
In her sweetest saddest plight, 
Smoothing the rugged brow of night, 
While Cynthia, checks her dragon yoke, 
Gently o'er th' accustom'd oak: 60 

Sweet bird, that shnnn'st the noise of folly, 
Most musical, most melancholy! 
Thee, chauntress, oft, the woods among, 
I woo, to hear thy even-song; 
And, miflslng thee, I walk unseea 65 
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On the dry smooth-RhaTen green. 

To behold the wand'ring moon, 

mdiog near her highest noon, 

like one that had been led astray 

Through the heav'n's wide pathless way; 70 

And oft, as if her head she bow'd, 

Stoopug through a^ fleecy clouds 

Oft, on a plat of rising ground, 

I hear the far-off curfeu sound, 

Ov«r some wide-watered shore, 75 

Swinging < slow with sullen rmur: 

Or , if &e air will not permit. 

Some still removed place will fit. 

Where glowing embers through the mom 

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom 80 

Far from all resort of mirth. 

Save the cricket on th^ h«arth, 

Or the belman's drowsy chami. 

To bless the doors from nightly harm. 

Or let mT lamp, at midnight hour, . 85 

Be seen m some high lonely towV, 

Where I may oft out-watch the Bear, 

Widi thrice-great Hermes, or unsphere * 

The spirit of Plato , to unfold 

What worlds or what yat^t regions hold 90 

The immortal mind that hath forsook 

Her mansion in this fleshly nook: 

And of those demons that are found 

In fire , air , flood , or under ground, 

Whose dower hath a true consent 95 

With planet or with element. 

Sometime let gorgeous Tragedy 

In scepter'd pi3l come sweeping by. 

Presenting Thebes, or Pelops' line. 

Or the tale of Troy divhie; 100 

Or what (though rare) of later age 

Ennobled hath the bMskin'd stage. 
But, O sad virgin, that thy power 

Might raise Musaeus from his bower I 

Or bid the soul of Orpheus sing 105 

Such uotes as, warbled to the string. 

Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek. 

And made hdl grant what love did seek! 

Or call up him that left half-told 

The story of Cambuscan bold, 110 

Of Camball, and of Algarsife, 

And who had Canace to wife, 

That own'd the virtuous ring and glass; 

And of the wondrous horse of brass. 

On which the Tartar king did ride: 115 

And if aught else great bards beside 

In sage and solemn tunes have sung, 

Of tumeys, and of trophies hung. 

Of forests and enchantments drear. 

Where more is meant than meets the ear. 120 
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Tlui8, Ni^ht, oft see me in thy pale career^ 
Till civil-suited mom appear. 
Not trick*d and frouncM as she was wont 
With the Attic boy to hunt, 

Bot kercheft in a comely clond, 125^^ 

While roddne winds are piping loud, 
Or usher'd with a shower still. 
When the gust hath blown kis fill. 
Ending on Uie rustling leaves. 

With minute drops f^m off the eaves. 130 

And, when the sun begins to fiing 
His £kiring beams, me, goddess, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 
And shadows brown, that Syivaa loves, 
Of pine, or monumental oak, 135 

Where the rude ax , with heaved stroke, 
Was never heard the nyn^hs to daunt. 
Or fright them from thdr hallow'd haunt. 
There in close covert by some brook, 
Where no profoner eye may look, 140 

Hide me fi^m day's garish eye, 
WhUe the bee with hontied thigh. 
That at her flow'ry work doth sing^ 
And the waters murmuring. 

With such consort as they keep, 145 

Entice the dewy-featherM sleep; 
And let some strange mysterious dream 
Wave at his wings in aery stream 
Of livdy portraitare di^day'd. 

Softly on my eye-lids hiid« 150 

And, as I wake, sweet music breathe 
Above, about, or underneath, 
Sent by some spirit to mortals good. 
Or th' unseen Genius of the wood. 

But let my due feet never fEul 155 

To walk ihe studious doyster's pale, 
And love the high-embowed roof. 
With antique pillars massy proof, 
And storied windows richly dight. 

Casting a dim religious light: 160 

There let the pealug organ blow, 
To the fnll-voic'd quire below. 
In service high and anthems clear. 
As may with sweetness , throngb mine ear. 
Dissolve me into ecstasies, 165 

And bring all heav'n. before mine eyes. 

And may at last my weary age 
Find oat the peaceful hermitage, 
The hairy gown and mossy cell. 

Where I may sit and rightly spell 170 

Of every star that heav'n doth shew; 
And every herb that sips the dew; 
Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain. 

These pleasures, Melancholy, give, 175 

And 1 with thee will choose to live. 
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JFVf/t 0/ an Bntertainment presented to the Counteta Dowager 
of Derby at Harefleld , by tome noble pcraont of her family ; who 
appear on the scene in ptutoral habit, mwing toward tha seat 0/ 
*tate with this §ong. 

I. SONG. 

LO(XK, nympiis, aild sbepherdg, look, 
What sudden bkiase of v^ majesty 
Is that which we from hence descrjr. 
Too divine to be mistook : 

This, this is she ^ 5 

To whom oar vows and wishes bendt 
Here our solemn search hath end. 

Fame, that, her high worth to ruse, 
Seem'd erst so lavish and profasie. 
We may justly now accuse 10 

Of detraction from her praise ; 

Less than half we find cxprest, ^ 

Envy bid conceal the rest. 

Mark, what radiant state she spreads. 
In circle round her shinin^^ throne, 15 

Shooting her beams like silver threads; 
This, this is she alone. 

Sitting like a goddess bright, 

In the center of her light. 

Might she tlio wise Latonn he, SO 

Or the to^v.u'd C^Uele. 

Mother of *l han tired gi»d^? 

Juno dares nfit f^lve }wr odds: 
Who hail thnuglit tliU <;Uuie had held 
A deity jso mjpiti-allerd? 25 

As they come forward , ihe Genius of the wood appears, 
and turning towards them , speaks : 

Genius* 
Stay, gentle swains; for, though in this disguise, 
I see bright honour sparkle through your eyes; 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung 
Of that renowned flood , so often suog, 
Divine Alphens, who by secret sluice 30 

Stole under seas to meet his Arethuse; 
And ye, the breathing roses of the wood. 
Fair silver-buskin'd nymphs, as great and good; 
I know, this quest of yours, and free intent, 
Was all in hononr and devotion meant ^ 35 

To the great mistress of yon princely shrine, 
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Whom vith low reyerence I adore as mine; , 

And, with all helpfal service, will comply 

To further this night's glad solemnity; 

And lead ye, where ye may more near behold 40 

What shallow-eearching Fame hath left untold ; 

Which I fall oft, amidst these shades alone^ 

HaTe sat to wonder at, and gaze upon: 

For know, by lot from JoTe I am the power 

Of this fair wood , and live in oaken bower, 45 

To nurse the saplings tall, and curl the grove 

With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 

And all my plants I save from nightly ill 

Of noisome winds , and blasting vapours ehUl : > 

And from the boughs brush off the evil dew, 50 

And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blue. 

Or what the cross dire-looking planet smites, . 

Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 

When evening gray doth rise, I fetch my round 

Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground; 55 

And early, ere the odorous breath of mom 

Awakes the slumbering leaves , or tassel'd horn 

Shakes the high thicket, haste I all about, 

Number my ranks, and visit every sprout 

With puissant woids, and murmurs made to blest. 60 

But else in deep of night, when drowsiness 

Hath locked up mortal sense, then listen I 

To the celestial Syrens' harmony, 

That sit upon the nine infolded spheres. 

And sing to these that hold the vital shearf, 65 

And turn the adamantine spindle round, 

On which the fate of gods and men is woi^d. 

Such sweet compulsion doth in music lie^ 

To lull the daughters of necessity. 

And keep unsteady nature to her law; 70 

And the low world in measured motion draw 

After the heavenly tune^ which none can hear 

Of human mould , witli gross unpurged ear ; 

And yet such music worthiest were to blaze 

The peerless highth of her immortal praise, 75 

WhosjB lustre leads us, and for hier most fit. 

If my inferior hand or voice could hit 

Inimitable sounds: yet, as we go, 

Whate*er the skill of lesser gods can show, 

I will assay, her worth to celebrate, 80 

And so attend ye toward her glittering state; 

Where ye may all, that are of noble stern^ 

Approach, and kiss her sacred vesture's hem. 

n. SONG, 

0*er the gmooth enamelled green 
Where no print of step hath been, 85 

Follow roe , af I sing 

And touch the warbled string. 
Under the shady roof 
Of brandling elm star-proof. ^ 
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Follow me; 90 

I will bring yon where she site, 
Clad in tplendor as befite 

Her deity. 
Snch a mral qneen 

All Arcadia hath not seen. 95 

. in. SONG. 

Nymphs and shepherds, dance no more 
By sandy Ladon's Hiied bankd; 
On old Lycaeos , or Cylleoe hoar, 
Trip no more in twilight ranks; 
Though Erymanth yonr loss deplore, 100 

A better soil shall give ye thanks. 
From the stony Maenalns 
Bring your flocks, find live with as; 
Here ye shaU have greater grace, 

To serve the lady of this place. 105 

Though Syrinx yonr Pan's mistress wer^ 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 

Such a rural queen 

All Arcadia hath not 
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The first Scene dlscoyexB a wild wood. 
The Attendant Spirit descends or enters, 
BEFORE the starry threshold of Jove's court 
My mansion is, where those iimnortai shapes 
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I ■■ ' In I I I I 

Of bri^bt aereal tpiilts live in^et'd 

Bi regions mild of calm and terene air^ 

Above the smoke and stir of thif) dim spot^ 5 

Which men call Earth; and, with low-thooghled care 

Confined and pcstw*d in this pinfold here, 

Strive to keep up a frail and feverish being^i 

Unmindful of the crown that virtue gives, 

After this mortal change, to her true servants, 10 

Amongst the enthroned gvds on sainted seats. 

Yet some there be, that by due steps aspire 

To lay their just hands on that golden key, 

That opes the palace of eternity: * 

To such my errand is; and , but for such, 15 

I would not soil these pure ambrosial weeds 

With the rank vapours of this sin>wom mould. 

But to my task. Neptune , besides the sway 
Of every salt flood, and each ebbing stream, 
Took in by lot 'twixt high and nether Jove 20 

Imperial rule of all the sea-girt isles, 
That, like to rich and various gems, inlay 
The unadorned bosom of the deep x 
Which he, to grace his tributary gods. 
By course commits to several government, 25 

And gives them leave to wear their sapphire crowns* 
And wield their little tridents: but this isle. 
The greatest and the best of all the main, 
He quarters to his blue-hair'd deities; 
And all this tract that fronts the falling snn 30 

A noble peer of mickle trust 4md power 
Has in his charge ^ with tempered awe to guide 
An old and haughty nation, proud in arms: 
Where his fair offspring, nursM in princely lore, 
Are coming to attend their father's state, 85 

And new-entrusted scepter: but their way 
Lies through the perplexM paUis of this drear wood» 
The nodding horror of whose shady brows 
Threats the forlorn and wand*ring passenger; 
And here their tender age might suffer p«ril, 40 

But that by quick command from sovran Jove 
I was dispatch'd for their defence and guard t 
And listen why; for I will tell yon now 
What never yet was heard in tale or song, 
From old or modem bard, in hall or bower. ' 45 

Bacchus, that first from out the purple grape 
CrushM Ae sweet poison of misused wine. 
After the Tuscan mariners transformed. 
Coasting the Tyrrhene shore,, as tiie winds listed, 
On €irce*s island fell (who knows not CSrce, 50 

The daughter of the Sun? whose charmed eop 
Whoever tasted, lost (us upright shape, 
And downward fell into a groveling swine) \ 
This nymph, that gasM upon his clustering locks 
Vm\ ivy berries wreathM, and his Uithe youth, 65 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a son 
Much like his iiUher, but his mother more, 

N 
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Whom therefore she tnmight up, md Cdniiis muii'd: 

Who , ripe and frolic of his fall grown age, 

RoTing the Celtic and Iberian fields, 60 

At last betakes him to this ominons wood; 

And , in thick ^dter of blade ehadei imboVf 'd» 

Excels his mother at her mighty art, 

Offering to every weary trayeller 

Bis orient lienor in a crystal glass, ^ 65 

Tp quench the drought of Photlbus; which as they taste 

(For most do taste ihroi%h fond intemperate tiliirst). 

Soon as the pc^on works, thefar homan connt^apee, 

Th^ express remiblance of the gods, is changed 

Into some brutish form of wolf, or bear, 70 

Or ounce ^ or tiger, hog, or bearded goat, 

All other parts remaining as they were; 

And they, so perfect is their misery. 

Not once perceiTo their foid disfigurement, 

But boast themsdves more comely than before $ 75 

And all their friends and native home forget, 

To troll with pleasure in a sensual stye. 

Therefore when any, fkTour'd of high Jore, 

Chances to pass through this advent'rous glade. 

Swift as the sparkle of a glancing star 80 

I shoot from heaven, to give him safe convoy, 

As now I do : bnt first I mnst put off 

These ray sky-robes epun out of Iris' woof, 

And take the weeds and likeness of a swain 

That to the service of this house belongs, 85 

Who with his soft pipe, aM smooth-dittied song, 

Well knows to still the wild winds when they roar, 

And hush the waving woods ; nor of less faith, 

And in this office of his mountain watch 

Likeliest, and nearest to the present aid 90 

Of this occasion. But I hear the tread 

Of hateful steps; I must be viewless now. 

Comtts enters vfiih a charming vod in one hand^ Ms glass 
in the other; with him a rout of monsters ^ headed like 
sundry sorts of wild beasts , but otherwise like men and 
women , their apparel glistering ; they come in making 
a riotous and unruly noise , with torches in their hands, 

ComuSp 

The star that bids the shepherd fold, 
Now the top of heav*n doth hold ; 
And the ^Ided car of day 95 

His glowing axle doth aUay 
In the steep Atlantic stream; 
And the slope sun his upward beam 
Shoots against the dusky pole. 

Pacing toward the other goal 100 

Of his chamber in the east. 
Meanwhile, wdcome Joy, and Feast, 
Midnight Shout, and Revelry, 
Tipsy Oance, and Jidltty/ .\1^ 
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Braid your locks with ro§y twi^, 105 

Dropping oioors, dropping^ wine. 

Rigour now is gone to bed, 

And Advice with scmpulons head. 

Strict Age and sour Severity, 

With their grave saws , in shimber liie. 110 

We 9 tiiat are of purer fire, 

Imitate the starry quire, 

Who , in their nightly watdiful spheres. 

Lead in swift round Ae mon&s and yewst 

The sounds and seas^ with all dieir &uiy drtfre, 115 

Now to the moon in wovmng morrioe move; 

And , on the tawny sands and shelves, 

Trip the pert faeries and the dapper elves. 

By dimpled brbok and fountain-brim. 

The wood-nymphs, dedtM with daises trim, 120 

Their merry wakes and pasdmes keep; 

What hath night to do with sleep ? 

Nigh^ hath better sweets to prove, 

Tonus now wakes , and wakens Love. 

Come, let ns our rites begin ; 125 

'Tis only day-light that makes sm, 

Whidi these dan shades will ne'er report. 

Hail, goddess of nocturnal sport, 

Dark-veil'd Cotytto! V whom the secrit flame 

Of midnight tordies bums; mysterious dame, 130 

That ne'er art calPd, but when the dragon womb I) 

Of Stygian darkness spits her thickest gloom, '/ 

And makes one blot of all the air; 

Stay thy cloudy ebon diair. 

Wherein thou rid'st with Hecat', and befriend 135 

Us thy vow*d priests, till utmost end 

Of all thy dues be done, and none loft out; 

Ere the blabbing eastern sqout, 

The nice mom, on th' Indian steep 

From her cabin*d loop-hole peep, 140 

And to the tell-tale sun descry 

Our conceaVd solemnity. 

Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 

In -a light fantastic round. 

The Measure^ 

Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 145 

Of some chaste footing near about this ground. 
Bun to your shrouds, within these brakes and trees; 
Our number may alfright : some virgin sure 
(Tor so I can distmguish by mine art) 
Benighted in these woods. Now to my charms, 150 
And to my wily trains; I shall ere long 
Be well stocked with as fair a herd as gras'd 
About my mother Circe. This I hurl 
My dazzling spells into the spungy air. 
Of pow'r to cheat the eye with blear illusion, 155 

And give it false presentments, lest the place 
Aud my auaint habits bread astonishment, 

N a 
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And put the damsel to raspicimis flight; 

Which imist not be, for that^s against my course: 

I, under fair pretence of friendly ends, 160 

And wdl-pUc'd words of glozing courtesy 

Baited with reasons not nnplausible, 

Wind me into the easy-heiurted man. 

And hug him into snares. When once her eye 

Hath met the irurtue of this magic dust, 165 

I shall appear some harmless viliager, 

Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 

But here she comes; I fairly step aside, « 

And heariceo, if I may, her business here. 

The Lady enten, 

Laijf. This way the noise was, if mine ear be true, 170 
My best guide now : methou^t it was the sound 
Of riot and ill-manag*d merriment. 
Such as the jocund flute, or gamesome pipe. 
Stirs up among the loose unletter^ hinds, 
When for their teeming flodcs, and granges full, ' 175 
In wanton dance they praise the bounteous Pan, 
And thank the gods amiss. I should be loth 
To meet the rudeness, and swilled insolence. 
Of such late wassailecs; yet O! where else 
^all I inform mp unacquainted feet 180 

In the blind mazes of this tangled wood? 
My brothers, when they saw me wearied out 
With this long way, resolving here to lodge 
Under the spreading ftiTour of these pines, 
Stept, as they said, to the next thicket-side^ iS5 

To bring me berries, or such cooling fruit 
As the kind hospitable woods provide. 
They left me then , wben the gray-hooded Even, 
Like a sad Totarist in palmer's weed, 
Rose from the hindmost wheeb of Phoebus^ wain. 190 
But where they are, and why they came not back, 
Is now the labour of my thoughts ; Uis likeliest 
They had engag'd their wandering steps too far; 
And envious darkness, ere they could return. 
Had stole them from me: else, O thievish night, 195 
Why riiouldst thou , but for some felonious end, 
In thy dark lantern thus close up the stars, 
That nature hung in heav'n, and filled thdr lamps 
With everlasting oil, to give due light 
To the misled and lonely travdier? 200 

This is the place, as well as I may gness. 
Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfect in my listening ear; 
Yet naught but single darkness do I find. 
What nught this be? A thousand fantasies t05 

Begin, to throng into my memory, 
Of calling shapes, and beck'niog shadows dire. 
And aery tongues that syllable men's names 
On sands , and shores , and desert wildernesses. 
These thoughts nmy startle well, but not astound 210 
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The Tirtnoas mind , that ever walks attended 
By a strong siding champion, Conscience. — 

welcome, pm*e-ey'd Faith, white-handed Hope, 
Thou hovering Angel , girt with golden wings, 

And then, nnblemish'd form of Chastity! 215 

1 see ye Tisibly, and now believe 

That he, Ae Supreme Good, t' whom all things ill 

Are bat as slavish officers of vengeance. 

Would send a glisf ring gnurdian, if need were^ 

To keep my life and^ honour unassaird. 220 

Was I deceived, or did a sable cload 

Turn forth her silver lining on tiie night? 

I did not err, there does a sable dLoad 

Tom forth her silver lining on the night. 

And casts a gleam over this tufted groves 225 

I cannot haHeo to my brothers, but 

Such noise as 1 can make to be heard farthest 

I 'II venture; for my Bew-enKven'd spirits 

Prompt me; and they perhaps are not far off. 

SONG. » 

Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that liv'st unseen 290 

Within thy aery shell, 
By slow Meander's margent green, 
And in the violet-embrolderM vale. 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her sad song moumeth wdl; 235 

Cans thou not tell me of a gentle padr 
That likest thy Narcissus are? 
0, if thou have 
Hid them in some flow'ry cave. 

Tell me but where, 240 

Sweet queen of parly, daughter of the sphere ! 
. So mayst thou be translated to the ddes, 
Ajid give rebounding grace to all heavVs harmonies. 

Enter Comus, 

ComuB, Can anv mortal mixture of eartti's mould 
Breathe such divme enchanting ravishment? 245 

Sure something holy lodges in that breast. 
And with these raptures moves the vocal air 
vTo testify his hidden residence. 
How sweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of silence, through the empty-vaulted nighty 250 

At every fall smoothing the raven-down 
Of darkness, till it smU'd! I have oft heard 
My mother Circe with the Syrens three^ 
Amidst the flow'ry-khrtle4 Naiades, 
Culling their potent herbs and baleful drugs; 255 

Who, as they sm^, would take the prisonM soul. 
And lap it in Elysium: Seylla wept, 
And chid her barking waves into attention. 
And fell Chai^bdis murmnrM soft applause: 
Yet they in pleasing slumber luU'd the sense, 260 

And in sweet uiadness robb'd it of itself; 
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Bat fluch a sacred and home-felt ddiglit, 

Such sober certainty of -waking bUss, 

I never heard till now. I *ll speak to her. 

And she shaU be my ^aeen. Hail, foreign wonder! 265 

Whom certain these rough shades did never breed, 

Unless the goddess that in rural shrine 

Dweirst here with Pm, or Sylvan, by blest gong 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly tog 

To touch the prosp'rous growth of this taU wood. S70 

hady. Nay, gentle shepherd, ill is lost that praise 
That is addressed to unattending ears; 
Not any boast of skiU, but extreme shift 
How to regain my sever'd company, 
Compell'd me to awake the courteous Echo S75 

To give me aaswer from her mossy couch. « 

cSmua. What chance, good Lady, hath bereft yon thus? 

Lady, Dim darkness, and this leafy labyrinth. 

Comtis. Could that divide yon from near-^usheriBg guides ? 

Lady, They left me weary on a grassy turf. 280 

Comus, By fEdsehood, or discourtesy, or why? 

Lady, To seek V th' valley some cool friendly spring. 

Coniiis. And kit your foir side all unguarded, Lady? 

Lady. They were but twain, and purposed quidc return. 

ContHs, Perhaps fMrostallIng night invented them. 285 

Lady, How easy my misfortune is to hit! 

Comus. Imports thetr loss, beside the present need? 

Lady, No less than if I should my Brothers lose. 

Comus, Were they of manly prime, or youthful bloom? 

Lady, As smooth as Hebe's their uarazorM lips. S90 

Comus, Two such I saw, what time the lahoar'd ox 
In his loose traces from the furrow came, 
And the swink'd hedger at his suppw sat; 
I saw Ihem under a green mantfing vine. 
That crawls aloi^ the side of yon small hill, 295 

Plucking ripe clusters from the tendor shoots; 
Their port was more than human as they stoodt 
I took it for a faery vision 
Of flonie gay creatures of the ^emeat, 
.That in the colours of the rainbow live, 300 

And play ¥ the plighted clouds. I was awe-stiuck. 
And, as I past, I^worshipt; if diose you seek, 
It were a journey like the path to heaven, 
To help you find them. 

Lady, Gentle villager. 

What readiest way would bring me to that place? 30$ 

Comus, Due west it rises from this shrubby point* 

Lady, To find out that, good shepherd, I suppooe, 
In sud^ a scant allowance of starlight, 
Would overtask the best land-pilot^s ait, 
Without the sure guess of well-practis*d feet. 310 

ComuM, I know each lane, and every idley green, 
Dingle, or bushy dell of this wild wood. 
And every bosky bourn from side to side, 
My daily walks and ancirat neighbourhood; 
And if your stray attendanti be yet 4oig% 815 
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Or shroiid wifhin thoM lMt% I OM Ivow 

Ere morrow wake, or die low^roosted lark 

From her tbfitdiM pallet roase; if oihttwiae^ 

I caa conduct you. Lady, to a low, 

But loyal cottage, whwe you may be tale d!K> 

Till farthec quest. 

Lady. Shepherd, I take thy word, 

And trust thy honest offer'd coutesy. 
Which oft ia soonev found in lowly sheda 
With smolr^ rafters, than in tap'stry halla a 

In courts of princes, ^km it first was MID^ 9S& 

And yet is most pretended: in a place 
Less warranted than thia, or less secure, 
I cannot be, that I should fear to change it. 
Eye me^ blest Providence, and square my trial 
To my proportioned streogth. Shepherd, lead en. 330 

[JSreufit 

Enter the Tiro Brothers. 



El Br, Unmuffle, yet faint stars; and thou, fair i 
That wont'st to lore the traveller's benison. 
Stoop thy pale risage through an amber dood, 
And disinherit Chaos, that reigns here 
In double ni^ht of darkness and of shades; 335 

Or, if your influence be quite damm'd up 
With black usurping mists, some gentle tapei^ 
Though a rush- candle from the wicker hole 
Of some day habitation, visit us 

With thy long-levell'd rule of stre^mug h'ght; 340 
And thou shalt be our star of Arcady, 
Or Tyrian Cynosure. 

Sec, Br. Or, if our eyea » 

Be barr'd that happiness, miglit we hut hear 
The folded flocks penned in their wattled cotes. 
Or sound of past'ial reed with oaten stops, 345 

Or whistle from the lodge, or village cock 
Count the night watches to hb feathery damea, 
'Twould be some solace yet, some little cheering. 
In this close dungeon of mnmnerous boughs. 
But, O that hapless virgin, our lost Sister! 350 

Where may she wander noi^, whither betake her 
From the chill dew, among rude burs and thistles? 
Perhaps some cold bank is her holster now, 
Or 'gainst the rugged bark of some broad elm 
Leans her unpillow'd head, fraught with sad fean. 355. 
What if in wild amazement and affright? 
Or, while we speak, within the direful grasp 
Of savage hunger, or of savage heat? 

£1. Br. Peace, Brother; be not over-eiquiaile 
To cast the fashion of uncertain evils: 360 

For grant they be so, while tliey rest unknown. 
What need a man forestall his date of griel^ 
And run to meet what he would most avoid? 
Or, if they be but false alarms of fear, 
-How bitter is sodi aelf-ddusion! 365 
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I do not think my Sister m to tedr, 

Or so unprincipled in yirtoe't book, 

And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms erer. 

As that the single want of light and noise 

(Not being in danger, as I trust die is not) 370 

Could stir the constant mood of her cabn tfio«ghts, 

And put them into misbecoming plight. 

1 Virtue could see to do what Ttrtue would 
By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 
Were in the flat sea sunk. And Wisdom's self 375 

Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude; 
Where, with her best nurse, Contemplhtion> 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wfaigs, 
That in the Tarions bustle of resort 
Were aU-to ruffled, and sometimes impaired. 380 

He that has light within his own clear breast, 
May sit i' th' center, and eigoy bright day: 
But he that hides a dark soul, and foul thoughts. 
Benighted walks under the mid-day snn| 
Himself is his own dungeon. 

Sec, Br. "Tin most true, 385 

That musing meditatioB most affects 

The peiisiye secrecy of desert ceU, 

Far from the cheerful haunt of men and hetds. 

And sits as safe as in a senate-house; 

For who would rob a hermit of his weeds, 390 

His few books, or his beads, or maple dish. 

Or do his gray hairs any yiolence? 

But beauty, like the fair Hesperian tree 

Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 

Of dragon-watch, with unendianted eye, 895 

To save her blossoms and defend her fn^ft 

From the rash hand of hM inoodtinence. ' 

You may as wall spread out Ae unsunn'd heaps 

Of mbers' treasure by an outlaw's den. 

And tell me it is safe, as bid me hope 400 

Danger will wing on opportunity. 

And let a single helpless maiden pass 

Unlnjur'd in &is wild surrounding waste. 

Of night, or loneliness, it recks me not; 

1 fear the dread events that* dog diem both, 405 

Lest some ill-greeting touch attempt the person 

Of our unowned Sister, 
tH, Br. I do not. Brother, 

Infer , as if I thought my Sister's state 

Secure, without all doubt or oontroyersy; 

Yet, where an equal poise of hope and fear 410 

Does arbitrate th' event, my nature is 

That I iooline to hope, radier than fear. 

And gladly banish squint suspicion. 

My Sister is not so defenceless left 

As you imagine; she has a hidden strength, 415 

Which yon remember pot 

Sec. Br. What hidden strength. 

Unless Uie strength of Heav'nr ^^ 7^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
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El. Br, I mean that too, but yet a hidden strength. 
Which, if HeaT'n gaye it, may be term'd her own: 
'Tb chartity, my Brother, chastity: 420 

She, that hat that, is clad in complete steel ; 
And, like a qphmt'd nymph with arrows keen. 
May trace hnge forests, and nnharbour'd heaUis, 
Infemons hilb, and sandy perilons wilds; 
Where, through the saci«d rays of chastity, 4S5 

No savage fierce, bandite, or mountaineer, 
Will dare to soil her rirgin purity: 
Yea there, where Tery desi^tion dwells. 
By grots and caTems shaggM with horrid shades. 
She may pass on with miblflodi'd miQesty, 430 

Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 
Some say, no eril thing tUft walks by night 
In fog or fire, by lake or moorish fen. 
Blue meager hag, or stubborn unlaid ghost 
That breaks his magic chains at Curfen time, 435 

No goblin, or swart faery of the mine, 
Bbith hurtful pow*r o*er true ':irirginity, 
Do pre believe me yet, or shall I call 
Antiquity from the old schools of Greece 
To testify the arms of chastity? 440 

Hence l|ad the huntress Dian her dread bow, 
Fair siWer-shafted queen, for ever chaste. 
Wherewith she tam'd^ the brinded lioness ^ 
And spotted mountain^ard, but set at naught 
The frivolous bolt of Cupid; gods and men 445 

Fear*d her stem frown, and she was queen o' th' woods, 
What was that shaky-headed G^nrgon shield. 
That wise Minerva wore, nnconquer*d virgin. 
Wherewith she freez'd her foes to congeid'd stone, 
But rigid looks of chaste austerity, 450 

And noble grace, that dash'd brute violence 
With sudden adoration and blank awe? 
So dear to Heaven is saintly Chastity, 
That when a soul is found sincerely so, 
A thousand liveried angels lackey her, 455 

Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt | 
And, in clear dream and solemn vision, 
Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear} 
Till oft converse with heav'nly habitants 
Begin to cast a beam on th' outward shape^ 460 

The unpolluted temple of flie mind. 
And turns it by degrees to the soul's essence. 
Till all be made immortal: but when lust, 
By unchaste looks, loose gestures, and foul tallCy 
But most by lewd and lavish act of sb^ iSS 

Leto in defilement to the inward parts. 
The soul grows clotted by contagion, 
Imbodies, and imbmtes, till she quite lose 
The divine property of her first being. 
Such are those thick and gloomy shadows damp, 470 
Oft seen in chamel vaults and sepulchres 
liDg'ring, and sittmg by a newHuade grave, 
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Aci loth te Uawe the body that itloT'd, 

And link'd itself by carnal sensuality 

To a degenerate and degraded state. 475 

Sec, Br. How charming is diyine philosophy! 
Not harsh, and crabbed, as dull foab Miq^pofe, 
Bat mnsical as in Apollo's Inte, 
And a perpetual feast of neetar'd sweetf. 
Where no crude surfdt leigns. 

El Br. List, list; I hear 480 

Some far off halloo break the silent air. 

Sec, Br. Methqiq^ so too; what should it be? 

EL Br.^ For certain, 

Either some one lOce us night-fonnder^d here. 
Or else some neighbour woodman, or, at worst, 
Some roving robber, callmg fb his fellows. 485 

Sec, Br. Heav'n keep my Sister. Again, again, and near I 
Best draw, and stand upen our guard. 

m. Br. rU hattoo: 

If he be foiendly, he comes well ; if not, 
Defenee is a good eause, aad Heav'n be for us. 

Enter the Attendant Spirit^ habited like a shepherd. 

That halloo I should know; what are you? speak; 490 
Come not too near, you fall oft iron stakes else. 

Spir. What voice is that? my young lord? speak again* 

Sec. Br. O brother, 'tis my father's shepherd, sure. 

El. Br, Thyrsis? whose artful strains have oft delaVd 
The huddling brook to bear his madrigal, 495 

And sweeten'd every muskrose of the dale? 
How cam'st flion heroy good swain? hath any ram 
Slipt from the fold, or young kid lost lus dam. 
Or straggling wether the pent flock forsook? 
How coiQdst thou find this dark aef uesta'd nook ? 500 

i^V. O my lev'd maker's heir, and his next joy^ 
I came not here on such a trivial toy 
As a stray'd ewe, or to pursue the rtealth 
Of pilfering wolf; not all the fleecy wealth. 
That doth enrich these downs, is worth a thought 505 
To this my errand , and the care it brought. 
But, O my virgin Lady, where is die? 
How chance i^ is not in your company ? 

El, Br, To tell thee imdly , Shepherd, without blame, 
Or our neglect, we lost her ae we came. 510 

^V. Ay me uiAappy! then my fears are true. 

El Br. What feard, g^od Thyrsis? Fr'ythee briefly 
show. 

Spir. I 'U tell ye; 'tis not vain w labnlons 
(Though so esteemM by shallow ignorance). 
What the sage poets, taught by th' heav'nly Muse, 515 
Storied of old in high immortal verse, 
0f dire chimeras, and enchanted isles. 
And rifted rocks whose entrance 1^4 to hell; 
For such there be , but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous wood, 520 

Immor'd in cypress vhadetf ^ sorcerer dwells, 
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Of Bacrhus and of CSroe bom, great Canun^ 

Deep sliilTd in all hit mother'g witcheriet; 

And here to everj thirsty waaderer 

By sly enticement gives his baneful cop, 5^ 

With many murmiirs mix'd, whose pkasing poison 

The Tisace quite transforms of him that drinks. 

And die mglorioiis likenem of & beast 

Fixes instead, mmioiilding reason's mintage 

Charactered in the face: thb haTo I learnt 530 

Tendmg my flocks hard by i' th' hiUy crofts. 

That brow this bottoDO-gbide; whence night by night 

He and hii moostrons root are heard to howl, 

liike stabled wolves, or tigers at their prey. 

Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 535 

In their obscured haunts of inmost bowem. 

Yet have they many baits and guileful spells, 

To iuTeigle and invito th' unwary sense ^ 

Of them that pass unweeting by the way. | 

This evening late, by then the chewing flocktl 540 

Had ta'en their supper On the savoury herb I 

Of knot-grass dew-besprent, and were in fold,! 

I sat me down to watch upon a bank 

With ivy canopiod, and interwove 

With flauntloff honey-suckle, and began, 545 

Wrapt In a pleasing fit of melaacholy. 

To meditate my ninil minstrdsy. 

Till fancy had her fill ; but , ore a dose. 

The wonted roar was up amidst the woods. 

And fiird the air with barbarous dissonance; 550 

At which I ceas'd , and listen'd them a whiles 

TiQ an naofual stop of sudden silence 



Gave respite to the drowsy flighted steeds. 

That draw the litter of cloee-cnrtain'd Sleep; 

At last a soft and solenm-breathing sound 555 

Rose like a steam of rich distilled perfumes. 

And stole upon the air, that even Silence i 

Was took ere she was ware , and wish'd she might I 

Deny her nature, and be never more / 

Still to be so displac'd. I was all ear, 560 

And UhA in strains diat might create a soul 

Under the ribs of death: but, O ! ere long. 

Too well 1 did perceive it was the voke 

Of my most honour'd Lady , your dear Sister. 

Amaz'd I stood, hanrow'd with grief and fear, 565 

And, O poor hapless nightingale, thought I, 

How sweet thou sing'st, how near the deadly snare! 

Then down the lawns I ran with headlong haste, 

Through paths and turnings often trod by day. 

Till , guided by mine ear , I found the place, 570 

Whcnre that damn'd wizard « hid in sly disgmso 

(For so by certain signs I knew), hadNnot 

Alreadv, ere my best speed could pmvent, 

The aidless innocent Lady, hb wbh'd prey. 

Who gently ask'dtif he had seen such two, 575 

Supposing him aome neighbour villager. 
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LoDgOT I dant not stay, but toon I goesi'd 
Ye were the two sfae meant; with that I. sprang 
Into swift flight, till I had foond yon here; 
Bat farther Imow I not. 

Sec, Br, O night and shades! 580 

How are je join'd wilih hell In triple knot 
Against th' anarmed weakness of one Tirgin, ^ 
Alone and helpless! b this the confidence 
Yon gaye me, brother? 

EL Br. Yes, and keep it stiU; 

Lean on it safety; not a period 685 

Shall be unsaid for me: against the threats 
Of maUce, or of sorcery, or that power 
Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firm: 
Virtne may be assaird, bat never hart, 
Sorpris'd by unjast force, bat not enthralled; 590 

Yea, eren that, which mischief meant most harm. 
Shall in the nappy trial prove most glory: 
Bat evil on itself shall back recoil, 
And mix no more with goodness; when at last 
Gathered like scam, and settled to itself, 595 

It shall be in eternal restless change 
Self-fed, and self-consani'd : if this fdl. 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenness, 
And earth's base bniH on ttnbble. Bnt come, let's on. 
Against th' opposing will and arm of Hearen 600 

May never this just sword be lifted up; 
Bat for that danm'd magician, let him be girt ' 
IVith all the grisly legions that troop 
Under the sooty flag of Acheron, 

Harpies and Hydras, or all the monstrons forms 605 
'Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him ont. 
And force him to return his purchase back. 
Or drag him by the curls to a foal death, 
Curs'd as hb life. 

Spir, Alas! good Tent'rons Youth, 

I love thy courage yet, and bold emprise; 610 

But here thy sword can do thee little stead; 
Far other arms and other weapons must 
Be those that quell the might of hellish charms: 
He with his bare wand can unthread thy joints. 
And crumble aU thy sinews. 

El. Br. Why pr'ythee, Shepherd, 615 

How durst thou then thyself approach so near. 
As to make this relation? 

Spir, Care, and utmost shifts, 

How to secure the Lady from surprisal, 
Brought to my mind a certain shepherd lad. 
Of small regard to see to, yet well skill'd 620 

In every virtuous plant, and healing herb. 
That spreads her Verdant leaf to th* morning ray: 
He lovM me well ,. and oft would beg me sing ; 
Which when I did , he on the tendeir grass 
Would sit and hearicen eVn to ecsta^y^ 625 

And in requital ope his leathern scrip. 
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And show me simples of a thousand names^ 

Telling their strange and Tigorous facnlties: 

Amongst the rest a small unsightlj root, 

But of divine e£fect, he coll'd me out; 630 

The leaf was darkish , and had pricklei on it, 

But in another country, as he said, ' 

Bore a bright golden iBow^r, but not in this soil: 

Unknown , and like esteem^ , and the didl swain 

Treads on it daily with his donted dioon: 635 

And yet more m<Nl^cinal is it than that moly^ 

That Hermes once to wise Ulysses gave; 

He call'd it Haemony, and gave it me, 

And bade me keep it as of sovran use 

'Gainst all enchantments, mildair, blast » or damp, 640 

Or ghastly furies' apparition. 

I purs'd it up , but little reckoning made. 

Till now that this extremity compell'd: 

But now I find it true; for by this means 

I knew the foul enchanter though disguis'd, 645 

Entered the very lime-twigs of his spdls. 

And yet came off: if you have this about yon, 

(As I will give you when we go), you may 

Boldly assault the necromancer's hall; 

Where if he be, with dauntless hardihood, 650 

And brandish'd blade, rush on him; break his glass. 

And shed the luscious liquor on the ground. 

But seize his wand ; though he and his curs'd crew 

Fierce sign of battle make, and menace bJg^ 

Or like the sons of Vulcan vomit smoke, 655 

Yet will they soon retire, if he but shrink. 

El. Br. Thyrsis, lead «n apace, I'U follow thae; 
And some good Ai^el bear a shield before us. 

The scene changes to a stately palace , set out with aU man-' 
net of deUeiousness : soft music , tables spread with all 
dainties. Comus appears with his rabble, and the Lady set 
in an enchanted chair, to whom he offers his glass y which 
$he puts by , ani goes about to rise. 

Comus, 

Nay, Lady, sit; if I but wave this wand. 
Your nerves are all chained up in alabaster, 660 

And you a statue, or, as Daphne was. 
Root-bound, that fled Apollo. 

Lady. Fool, do not boast; 

Thou canst not touch the freedom of my mind^ 
With aU thy charms, although thb corporal rind 
Thou hast immanacrd, while Heav'n sees good. 665 

Comas. Why are you vex*d, Lady? Why do yon frown? 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger; from these gates 
Sorrow flies far : see , here be all the pleasures 
That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts. 
When the fresh blood grows lively , and rettint 670 
Brisk as the April buds in primrose-season. 
And first, behoUl this cordial julep here, 
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That flames and danoes in hif crystal bounds, 

With spirits of bahn and fragrant symps mSx'd : 

Not that Nepenthes, "Which the wife of Thone 675 

la Egypt gave to Jore-hom Helena, 

Is of such pow^r to stir up joy as this. 

To life so friendly, or so cool to thirst. 

Why shonld yon be so cmel to yourself. 

And to those dainty limbs, which Nature lent 680 

For gentle usage and soft delicacy ? 

But you inTert the covenants of her trust, 

And harshly deal, like an ill borrower. 

With that which you receiT'd on other terms; 

Scorning the unexerapt condition 685 

By which all mortal fraHty mast subsist, 

Refreshment sfber toil , ease after pain. 

That have been tir'd all day without repast, 

And timely rest have wanted; but, fair Tirgin, 

This will restore all soon. 

Lady. 'Twin not, false traitor ! 690 

'Twill not restore the truth and honesty 
That thou hast banished from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage, and the safe abode. 
Thou toM'st me of ? What grim aspects are these. 
These ugly-headed monsters? Mercy guard me! 695 

Hence whh thy brew'd enchantments, foul decdver! 
Hast thou betay'd my credulous innocence 
With Tilor'd falsehood and base forgery? 
And wouldst thou seek again to trap me here 
With lickerish baits, fit to ensnare a brute? 700 

Were it a draught for Juno when she banquets, 
I would not taste thy treasonous offer; none 
But such as are good men can give good things ; 
And that, which is not good, is not ddicious 
To a weU-goTem*d and Vise appetite. 705 

Comus, O foolishness of men ! that lend their ears 
To those budge doctors of the Stoic fur, 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynk tub, ' 
Praising the lean and sallow Abstinence. 
Wherefore did Nature pour her bounties forth 710 

With such a full and unwithdrawing hand, 
Coverinff the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks^ 
Throngmg the seas with spawn innumerable, \ 

But all to (lease and sate the curious taste? 
And set to work millions of spinning worms, v715 

That in their green shops weave the smooth-ludr*d siU^ 
To deck her sons; and that no corner might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
She hutofa'd th* all-worihipt ore and precious gems^ 
To store her^ildren with: if all the world 720 

Should in a pet of temp'rance feed on pulse. 
Drink the clear stream, and nothing wear but frieze, 
Th' AU^giver would be nnthank'd , would be nnprab'd» 
Not half his riches known, and yet despised; 
And we should serve him as a grudging master, 725 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth; 
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And Kye like Natare'f batterds , not her fimi. 

Who voald be quite ■ureharg'd with her own weight. 

And ftmngled with her waste fertility; 

Th' earth eomberM, and the wing'd air daik'd with 

plnmes, 730 

The herds would oyer-multitnde their lords. 
The sea o'er^franght would iwdl, andth' unsought dia- 
monds 
Would to imblaze the forehead of the deep, 
And so bestud with stars, that they below 
Would grow innr'd to light, and cone at last 735 

To gase upon the sun with shameless brows. 
List, Lady; be not coy, and be not cozened 
With that same Taunted name. Virginity. 
Beauty is Nature's coin, must not be hoarded. 
But must be current; and the good thereof 740 

Consists in mutual and partaken bliss. 
Unsavoury in th' enjoyment of itself; 
If yon let dip time, like a neglected rose 
It withers on the stalk with languished head. 
Beauty is Nature's brag, and must be shown 745 

In courts, at feasts, and high solemnities. 
Where most may wonder at the workmanahip; 
It is for liomely features to keep home^ 
They had their name thence ; coarse complesioni, 
And cheeks of sorry grain, will serve to ply 750 

The sampler, and to tease the huswife's wool. 
What need a vermeil-tinetur'd lip for that. 
Love-darting eyes , or tresses like the mom ? 
There was another meaning in these gifts; 
Think what , and be advis'd ; yon are bnt young yet. 755 

Lady. I had not thdufht to have unlodc'd my lips 
In this unhallowed air , but that this juggler 
Would think to charm my judgement, as mine eyes. 
Obtruding false* rules prank'd in reason's garb* 
I hate when vice can bolt her arpiments, 760 

And virtue has no tongue to check her pdde. 
Impostor! do not charge most innocent Nature, 
As. if she would her children should be riotous 
With her abundance; she , good cateress. 
Means her provision only to the good, 765 

That live according to her sober laws, ^ 
And holy dictate of spare temperance: 
If every just man, tbat now pines with want^ 
Had bnt a moderate and beseeming share 
Of that which lewdly^^iamper'd luxury 770 

Now heaps upon some few with vast excess^ 
Nature's full blessings would be well dispent'd 
In unsnperfluous even proportion, 
And she no whit encumbered with her store ; 
And then the Giver would be better thank'd, 775 

His praise due paidt for swinish gluttony 
Ne'er looks to Heav'n amidst hb gorgeous feast, 
Bat with besotted base ingratitude % 

Crams , and bhuphemes his Feeder. Shall I go on? 
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Or haye I said enoBg^? To him ihat dares 780 

Arm his profane tongue with contemptuoas words 
Against the swi-clad pow'r of Chastity, 

I Fain would I something say, yet to what end? 

M Thou hast nor ear, nor soul, to apprdiend 

'I The sublime notion, and high mystery, 785 

I That must be utter'd to unfold the sage 

I And serious doctrine ofyirginity; 
And thou art worthy that thou shouldst not know 
Afore happiness than this thy present lot* 
Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetoric, 790 

That hath so well been taught her dazzling^ fience; 
Thou art not fit to hear thyself convincM: 
Yet, should I try, the uncontrolled worth 
Of this pure cause would kindle my rapt spirits 
To such a flame of sacred vehemence, 795 

That dumb things would be moy'd to sympathize. 
And the brute earth would lend her nerres, and shake. 
Till all thy magic structures, rearM to high, 
IVere shattered into heaps o'er thy false head. 

Comus. She fables not; I feel that I do fear 800 

Her words set off by some superior power; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold shudd'Hng dew 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath of Jove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus, 
To some of Saturn's ^crew. I must dissemble, 805 

And try her yet more strongly. — Gome, no more; 
This is mere moral babble, and direct 
Against the canon-laws of our foundation; 
I must not suffer this ; yet 'tis but the lees 
And settlings of a melancholy blood: 810 

But this will cure all straight; one sip of this 
Will bathe the drooping spirits in delight, 
Beyond the bliss of dreams. Be wise, and taste. 

The Brothers rush in with swords drawn ^ "uorest his ^lan 
out of his hand , and break it against the ground; his 
rout make sign of resistance y but are all driven tn. 
The Attendant Spirit comes in. 

Spirit. 

What, htTe you let the false enchanter 'seape? 
O ye mistook, ye shonld have snatdi'd his wand, 815 
And bound him fast; without his rod reversed. 
And backward mutters of dissevering power. 
We cannot free the Lady that sits here 
In stony fetters fix'd, and motionless: 
Yet stay, be not disturh'd; now I bethink me, 820 

Some other means I have which may be us'd. 
Which once of Meliboens old I learnt, 
The soothest shepherd that e'er pip'd on plains. 

There is a gentle nymph not far from hence, 
That with moist curb sways the smooth Severn stream, 825 
Sabfina is her name, a virgin pure; 
Whilom she was the dimgliier of Locrine, 
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That bad the scepMfroni hitt fatiier Brute. 

She, guiltleM damsel, flying the mad pargmt 

Of her enraged ttepdame CKiendolen, 830 

Coltamendedl her fair hmocence to tiie AoimI, 

That Btaid her flig^ with his cross-flowing course. 

The water-nymphs, that In the bottom playM, 

Held op their pearled wrists, and took her in, 

Bearing her straight 4o aged Kerens' hall; 835 

Who, plteans of her woes, rear*d her lank head, 

And gaTC her to his daughters to imbathe 

b mctir'd larers, sti-ew'd with asphodel; 

And through the porch and inlet of each sense 

Dropt in ambrosial oils, tiM she reviv'd, 840 

And nnderwent a quick immortal change. 

Made goddess of the river : still she retains 

Her maiden gentleness, and oft at eye 

Visits the herds along the tsril^t meadows, 

Helping all urchin blasts, an4 ili-hick signs 845 

That the shrewd meddling elfe ddights to make. 

Which she with precious viai'd liquors heals; 

For whi<& the shepherds at their festivals 

Carol her goodness loud in rustic lays. 

And throw sweet garland wreaths into her stream 850 

Of pansies, pinks, and gaudy .daffodils. 

And , as Uie old swain said , she can unlock 

The clasping charm, and liliw the numming spell. 

If she be right inyok'd in warbled s6ng; 

For maidenhood she loves, imd will be swift ^ 855 

Te aid a virgin, such as was herself, 

In hard-besetting need; this will 1 try, 

And add the jpow'r of some adjuring verse. 

SONG, 

Sabrlna fahr. 

Listen where thou urt sitting 860 

Under the glassy, cool, translueent wava, 

In twisted braids of Ulics knitting 
The loose train of thy amber-dropping hair; 

Listen for dear honour's sake. 

Goddess of the silver lake, 865 

Listen and save, 
fasten , and appear to us, 
In name of great Oceanus;' 
By th' earth-shaking Neptune's mace. 
And Tethys' grave majestic pace, 870 

By hoary Nereus' wriidtled look, 
And the Carpathian wizard's hook, 
By scaly Triton's winding sheH, 
And old sooths-saying Glaucns' spell. 
By Leucothea's lovely hands, 875 

And her son that rules the strands, 
By Tfaetb' tmsel-slipper'd feet. 
And the songs of Syrens sweet, 
By dead Farthenope's dear tomb. 
And fair Ligea's golden comb, 880 

N $ 
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Wlierewiai she siU on diamond rockg, 

Sleeping lier foft alloring locks; 

By all the nymphs that nightly dance 

Upon thy streams with wily glance, 

Blse, rise, and heave thy rosy head, 885 

From thy eoral-paven hed, 

And bri^e in thy headlong ware. 

Till thoa our summons answered imye. 

listen 9 and save. 

Sabrina mes, attended 6y mater-nympha^ and sings. 

By the mshy-fringed bank,' 890 

Where {prows the willow and the osier dank, 

My sudin^ chariot stays, 
Thidk set with agate, and the azore sheen 
Of turkis bine , and emerald green. 

That in the diannel strays; 895 

Whilst from off the water* fleet . 
Thos I set my printless feet 
O'er the cowslip's velvet head. 

That bends not as I -tread; 
Gentle Swain , at thy request, ^ * 9CX) 

I am here. 

Spir. Goddess dear, • 
We implore thy powerful hand 
To undo the charmed ban# 

Of true virgin her^ distrest, 905 

Throu|^ the foree and throngh the wile 
Of unMest enchanter vile. 

Sahr, Shepherd, 'tis my office best 
To help ensnared chastity: 

Brightest Ijady , look on me ; 910 

Thus I sprinkle on thy breast * 

Drops, that from my fountain pure 
I have kept , of precious cure ; 
Thrice upon thy finger's tip. 

Thrice upon thy rnbied^lip: 915 

Next this marble venora*d seat, 
Smear'd with gums of glutinous heat, 
I touch with chaste palms moist ^nd cold: 
Now the spell hath lost his hold; 

And I must haste, ere morning hour, 920 

To wait in Amphitrite's bow^r. 

Sabrina descends , and the Lady rises out qf her seat, 

Spir, Virgin , daughter of Locrine^ 
Sprung of old Anchises* line. 
May thy brimmed waves for this 

Their full tribute never miss 925 

From a thousand petty rills. 
That tumble down the snowy hills:' 
Summer drought, or singed air. 
Never scorch thy tresses fair. 

Nor wet October's torrent flood 930 

Thy molten crystal fill with mud; 
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May tby bilfowf roll ashore 

The be^l and the golden ore; 

May ihj lofty head be crown'd 

With BMny a tow^r and terrace round, 935 

And here a|id there thy banks npon 

With groves of myrrh and cinnamon. 

CooM, Ijady, wlule Hear'n lends ui grace, 
Let ns fly this cursed place, "^ 

Lest the sorcerer uf entice 940 

With some other new device. 
Not a waste or needless sonnd. 
Till we come to holier ground | 
I shall be Your faithful guide 

Through this gloomy covert wide, 945 

And not many furlongs thence 
Is your Father's residence, 
Where this night are met in state 
Many a firiend to gratulate 

His wish'd presence; and beside 950 

Alt the swams , that there abide, 
Witti jigs and rural dance resort; 
We shidl catch them at their sport. 
And or sudden coming there 

WiU double all their murth and cheer; 955 

Come, let utf haste, the stars grow high. 
But night rits monarch yet in the mid sky. 

The scene changes y presenting Ludlow town and the 
President's castle; then come in country dancers j after 
them the Attendant Spirit y with the Two Brothers and 
the LmOy. 

SONG. 
^V. Back, Shepherds y back; enough your play, 
Till next sun-siune holiday : 

Here be, widiout duck or ipod, 960 

Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and such court guise 
As Mercury did first derise. 
With the mincing Dryades, 
On the lawns, and on the leas. 965 

This seetmd Song presents them to their Father and Mother. 

Noble Lord , and Lady bright, 
I haye brought ye new delight ; 
Here behold so goodly grown 
Three fair brandies of your own; 
Heav'n hath timely tried their youth, 970 

Their faith, their patience, and their trutli. 
And sent them here through hard assays 
With a crown of deathless praise, 
To triumph in irictorious dance 
O'er sensual folly and intemperance. 975 

The dances being ended ^ the Spirit epilogwxes. 
Spir. To the ocean now I fly. 
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Amd fliose happy climes fhat lie 

Where day never shuts his eye. 

Up in the broad fields of the skyc 

There I sack the liquid air 980 

All amidst the gardens foir 

Of Hesperus, and ins dauj^htqn tfarett 

That sing about the goldsn tree: 

Along the crisped shades and bowers 

RcTcls the spruce and jocund Spring; 985 

The Graces , and the rosy-bosom*d HoarSi 

Thither all their bomities bring; 

There eternal Sumnser dwells^ 

And west-winds, with musky wing. 

About the cedam alleys fling 990 

Nard and Cassia^s balmy smells. 

Iris there with humid bow 

Waters the odorous banks, that blow 

Flowers of more mingled hue 

Than her purfled sca^ can shew; 995 

And drenches with Elysiaa dew 

(List, mortals, if your ears be true), 

Beds of hyacinth and roses, 

Where young Adonis oft reposes, 

Waxing well of his deep wound 1000 

In slumber soft, and on the groimd 

Sadly sits th' Assyrian queen: 

But far above in spangled sheen 

Celestial Cupid , her fam*d son ^ advanc*d^ 

Holds his dear Psyche sweet entranc'd^ 1005 

After her wandering labours long. 

Till free consent the gods among 

Make her his eternal bride, 

And from her fair unspotted side 

Twe blissful twins are to be bom, 1010 

Youth and Joy; so Jove hatii sworn. 

But now my task is smoothly done, 
I can fly , or I can run, 
Qiuckly to the green earth's end^ 

Where the bowNl welkin slow doth bend; 1015 

And from thence can soar at toon 
To the comers of the moon. 

Mortals that would folloi^ me. 
Love virtue; she alone is free: 

She can teach ye how to climb 1020 

Higher than the sphery chime; 
Or if Virtue feeble w^re, 
Heav'n itself would stoop to her. 
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To the Nightimgdle. 

O NIGHTINGALE , that on yon bloomy tpray 
Warblest at eve, when aU llie woodi are ttill;' 
Thou with fredh hopei the lorer's heait dott fill. 
While the jolly houw lead on pn^pitioas May* 

The liquid notes that close the eye of day. 
First heard hefioe the shallow onckoo's bill. 
Portend success in love; O, if Jove's will 
Have link'd that amorous pow'r to thy soft lay, 

Now timely sing, ere the rude Mrd of Imte 
Foretell my hopeless doom in sobm groye nigh 
As thon from year to year hast tnng toe late 

For my relief, yet hadst no reason why: 

Wheifcher the Alnae, or Love, caU tbee liii mate, 
Both ^em I ferve, and of tl&dr tnun am L 

n. 

Oh hia being arrived to the Age of TVren^-tAree. 

HOW soon hath Time, the tdbtle thief of youth, 
StoFn on his wing my three and twentieth year I 
My hasting days fly on with full career,. 
But my late spring no bud or blossom diew^th. 

Perhaps my semblance migpht deodre Hm trnth, 
That I to manhood am arrived so near; 
And inward ripeness doth mneh less appear. 
That some mcnre ^mely-^ppy sprits endn'tli. 

Yet be it less or more , or soon or dow, 
It shall be still in strictest measure even 
To that «ame lot, however mean or high. 

Toward which Time leads me, and thewiU of Heaven; 
All is , if I have grace to use it sei, 
As ever in my gr^ Task-master's eye. 

IIL 

When the AuauU waa iniended to the City. 

CAPTAIN, or Colonel, or Knight in urns, 

Who^ chance on these defenceless doors mayieize^ 

If deed of honour did thee ever please. 

Guard them , and him vrithin protect from faanos. 

He can requite thee; for he knows the charms 
That call fame on sim^ g«nlio aets as these, 
And he can spread thy name o'er lands mid seas, 
Whatever clime the sun's bright circle warms. 

life not thy spear against the Muses' bower: 
The great Emathwn conqueror bid spare 
The house of Pindmws , ^a^en tem^e and tower 
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Went to the groand : and the repeated air 
Of sad Ele^ra*8 poet bad the power 
To save the Athenian walls foom min bare. 

IV. 

To a otrttiOMt Young Lady. 

LADY, that hi the prime of eariiett youth 
Wisely bast thmui'd the bread way and the g^reen. 
And witii those few uii eniiaently seen. 
That Ubour np the bin with heavenly troth. 

The better part with JUary and with Bnth 
Chosen tlMNi hast; and they that oTerween, 
And at diy growng' irirtaes fret dieir spleen. 
No anger find in thee , bat pity and m^, 

Tliy care Is fix'd, and zealoosly attends 
To fill thy odofons lamp with deeds o€ iigbt. 
And hope that reaps not shame. Therefore be smre 

Thou, when the bridegroom with his feastfnl friends 
Passes to bliss at the mid ho«r of night, 
Hut gaki'd thy entranee^ Tiigin wise and pure. 



To ike Lady Margaret Ley. 

DAUGHTER to that eood Eari, once President 
Of En^land*s Gonncil and her Treasury, 
Who hv'd in both, nnstain'd with gold or fee^ 
And le^t them both, more In himself content, 

Till sad the breaking of that parliament 
Broke him, as that dishonest Tictory 
At Ghaeronea, fotal to ^liberty, 
Kiird idth report that old man eloquent 

Though later bom than to haTo known the days. 
Wherein your father flonri^'d, yet by yon, 
Madam, methinks, I see htm liTing yet; 

So well your words his noble Tirtaes praise^ 
That all both jndge you to rdate them truoy 
And to possess th^ hommrM Margaret. 

VI. 

On the Detraction which followed upon my writing certom 
Treatises. 

A BOOK was writ of late, eali*d Teliraehirdon, 
And wo^en closo, both matter, form, and style; 
The subject new: it walk'd the town a whUe, 
Numbering good int^eets; now seldom por'd on. 

Cries the stall-reader, ^Bless us ! what a word on 
A title-page is thisl' And some in file 
Stand spewng false, while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green. Why is it hard^, sIn, than Gordon, 

Cotkitto, or. Macdonnel, or Galasp? 
Those rugged names to our Ifte oMuths grow sleeic. 
That would have made ^^lintilian stove md gasp. 
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Thy age, like omi, O «oiil of Sir Mm Cbdekf 
HftM not leaning wome tiran toad or nap, 
WhentluMitai^lit'itGBnibridge, andKing Edward, Gicdr. 

On ike same. 

I MD bnt pronqpt the age to ^nit their dbgt 
By the Inown mlef of aadent lilMrty, 
When ttnught a barbaroaa noise eoTironf dm 
Of owl and cudcoof, afeet, apes, and dogs : 

As when those hinds that were transfomi'd to frogs 
Bail'd at Latona's twin-bom progeny. 
Which after held the sun and moon in fee* 
But this is got by castings peari to hogs; 

That bawl for freedom in thekr senseless nMMd, - 
And still revolt when truth would set them free. 
Licenee they mean when fliey cry liberty; 

For who loTes that, most first be wise and goiid ; 
But from that mark how far they rere we see. 
For all this watte of wealA, and loss of blood. 

Vffl. 

To Mr. J7. LameBf on ike publishing Jus Airs, 

HARRY , whose toneftil and well-measnrM song 
First tauffht ouv^English music how to span 
Words with just note and accent, not to scan 
With Midas' ears^ committing short and long; 

Thy worth and skill exempts thee from the throng. 
With praise enough for Envy to look wan; 
To after-age dion shalt be writ the man. 
That with smooth air eooldet humour best our tongue. 

Thou honour'st verse, and tmso must lend her wing 
To honour thee, the priest of Phoebus' quire. 
That tun'st thdr happiest lines in hymn or stinry. 

Dante shall give Fame leave to set thee higher 
Than his Casella, whom he woo'd to sing 
Met in the milder shades of purgatory. 

IX. 

On the religious Memory of Mrs. CaHkerine Thomson , my 
Christian Friend ^ deceased December 16, 1646. 

WHEN faith and love, whidi parted from thee never. 
Had ripen'd thy just soul to dwell widi God, 
Meekly thou didst resign this earthly load 
Of death, called life; which uf from life doth 

Thy works, and^ alms, and all thy good eadeavoor. 
Staid not behind, nor in the grave were trod; 
But, as faith pointed with her golden rod, 
Followed thee up* to joy and blisi for ever. 

Love led them on, and faith, who knew them best 
Thv hand-maids, clad them o'er with purple beams 
And aznro wings, that np they flew so drest. 
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And spake the tnrth off thee on eloriam i 
Before the Judge; who theaeeforth hid thee rat. 
And driidc thy fill of pure immoital itNttM. 



To tit Lord Genertd Fakfas. 

FAIRFAX, whoie inuMe in avm Aronfffa Eoiope rkig% 
Filluig each movlh with mvy or witti pndae^ 
And idl her jealout BMoardit with aiaaae,. 
And mmoiirt load that daant remoteftldngi; 

Thy firm naflfaaitfln ▼irtae ever hrings 
Victory home, thoof^ sow vebellioM raife 
Their Hydra heads, »d the faiie North displays 
Her hndcen league to inup their serpent-wiBgi. 

O ye» a nobler talk awailt thy hand 
(For what can war, hot fndlcM war fttll breed?) 
Till troth and right ffrem iriolence be freed. 

And public faith dear'd from the shameful bnmd 
Of f ubiic fraud. In Tain doth Talonr bleed, 
While airarice and rapine share the land* 

XI. 

T# the Lfd General CrpmwelL 

CROMWELL, ear drief of omo, who through a dovd 
Not of war only, but detractions Ade^ 
Guided by faitib and matchless fortitude. 
To peace and tmth thy glorioiia way hast ploiigh*d. 

And on the neck of crowned fortune proud 
Hast reared God's trophies, and his work pursued. 
While Darwen stream, with blood of Seots Imbued, 
And Dunbar field resounds thy praiset loud. 

And Worcester's laureat wreath. Yet much remains 
To conquer still; peace hath her Tietories 
No less renown'd than war: new foes arise 

Threat'ning to bind our souls with secular chains: 
Help us to save free conscience from the paw 
Of hireling wohres, whose Gospel is their maw. 

xn. 

To Sir Henry Vane^ the Younger, 

VANE, young in years, but in sage counsel old. 
Than whom a better senator ne*er held 
The helm of Rome, when gowns , not arms, repell'd 
The fierce Epirot and the African bold ; 

Wllether to settle peace, or to unfold 
The drift of hoUow states hard to be spell'd; 
Then to advise how war may, best upheld, 
MoTo by her two main norres, iron and gold. 

In all her equipage: besides to knoir 
Both spiritual powV and ciril, what eadi means, 
What severs eadi, thou hast leam'd, which few have done: 

The bounds of either sword to thee we owet 



SONNETS. 313 



Therefore on thy firm hand Reli^^on leans 
In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son. 

xm. 

On the late Massacre in Pienumt, 

AVENGl^ O Lord, thy slaaghter'd saints, whose hone 
liie scatterM on the Alpine mountains cold; 
Ev'n them who kept thy trath so pore of old, 
When all our fathers worshipt sticks and stonesy 

Forget not: in thy book record their groans 
Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piemontese that roli'd 
Mother with infant down the rodcs. Their moans 

The Tales redoubled to the hills, and they 
To heair*o. Their martyr'd blood and ashes sow 
O'er all th' Italian fields, where still doth sway 

The triple ^rrant; that from these may grow 
A hundred fold, who having leam'd thy way, 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe. 



XIV. 

On Ms BUndness. 
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WHEN I consider how my light is spent 
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide. 
And that one talent which is death to hide, 
Lodg'd with me useless, though my soul more bent 

To serve therewith my Maker, and present 
My true account, lest he, returning, chide; 
'Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?* 
I fondly ask: but Patience, to prevent 

That murmur, soon replies, 'God doth not need 
Either man's Vbrk, or his own gifts; who best 
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best: his state 

Is kingly; thousands at his biddin|^ speed, 
And post o'er land and ocean without rest; 
They also serve who only stand and wait.' 

XV. 

To Mr. Lawrence, 

LAWRENCE, of virtuous father virtuous son. 
Now that the fields are dank, and ways are mire. 
Where shall we sometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help waste a sullen day, what may be won 

From the hard season gaining? Time will run 
On smoother, till Favonius re-inspire 
The frozen earth, and clothe in fresh attbe 
The lily and rose, that neiHier sow'd nor spnn, 

What neat repast ^11 feast us, light and choice. 
Of Attic taste, with wine, whencj^ we my rise 
To hear the lute well touch'd, or artful voice 

WarUe immortal notes and Tuscan abr? 

o 
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lie who of those delights can judge, and spare 
To inteipose theni oft, is not unwise. 

XVI. 

To Cyriack Skinner. 

CYRIACK, whose ffrandsire, on the royal bench 
Of British Themis, with ne mean applause, 
Pronoune'd, and in his vdnmes taught, our laws. 
Which others at their bar so often wrendi; 

To-day deep thoughts resolve Willi me to drench 
In mirth that, after, no repenting draws; 
Let Euclid rest, and Archimedes pause. 
And what the Swede intends, and what the French. 

To measure life learn thou betimes, and know 
Towards solid good what leads the nearest way; 
For other things mild Heav'n a time ordains. 

And disapproves that care, though wise in show, 
That with superfluous burden loads the day. 
And, when God soids a cheerful hour, refrains, 

XVII. 

^ ' To the same. 

CYRIACK , this three years' day these eyes , though clear. 
To outward view, of blemish or of spot. 
Bereft of light, their seeing have forgot; 
Nor to their idle orbs doth sight appear 

Of sun, or moon, or star, throughout the year, 
Or man, or woman. Yet I argue not 
Against HeaVn's hand or 'will , nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope ; but still bear up and steer 

Right onward. What supports me, dost thou ask? 
The conscience, friend, to have lost them overplied 
In liberty's defence, my noble task, 

Of which all Europe ring^ from side to side. 
This thought might lead me through the world's 

vain mask. 
Content though blkid, had I no better guide, 

XVIII, 

On kU deceased TFt/e, 

METHOUGHT I saw my late espoused saint 
Brought to me, like Alcestis, foom the grave. 
Whom Jove's great son to her glad husband gave. 
Rescued from death by force, though pale and faint. 

Mine, as whom wash'd from spot of duldr-bed taint 
Purification in the old law did save. 
And such, as yet once more I trust to have 
Full sight of ner in heaven without restraint, 

Came vested all in white, pure as her mind: 
Her face was veil'd; yet to ray bincied Light 
Love, sweetness, goodness, in her person shin'd 

So clear 5 aa in po fape "with more delight. 
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Bat , O !. fM to embrace me fhe inclined, 

I wakM; the fled; and day brought back my nigfat. 
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ON THE BfOBNING OF C9IRISTS NATIVITY. 
(1629) 

THIS if the month , and thU the happy mom, 
Wherem the Son of Heav'n's Eternal Kjng, 
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born, 
.Our great redemption from above did bring; 
For 8o the holy sages once did sing, 5 

Thai he onr deadly forfeit shonld release. 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. 

That glorions form, that light unsufferabiei 

And that far^beaming blaze of majesty. 

Wherewith he wont at heaven's high comMil-table 10 

To sit the midst of Trinal Unity, 

He laid aside; and here with us to be. 

Forsook the courts of eyerlasting day. 
And chose with us a darksome house of mortid day. 

8ay, heay'nly Muse, shall not thy saored yeln 15 

Afford a present to the Infant God? 

Hast thou no verse, no hymn, or solemn strain. 

To welcome him to this his new abode, 

Now while the heav'n, by the sun^s team untrod, 

HaUi took no print of the approaching light, 20 

And all the spangled host keep watch in squadrons^ight? 

See, how from far, upon die eastern road, 

The star-led wizards haste with odours sweet: 

O run , prevent them with thy humble ode, 

And lay it lowly at his blessed feet; 25 

Have thou the honour first thy Lord Ho greet, 

And join thy voice unto the Angel quire. 
From out his aecret altar touch'd with hallow'd fire. 

THE HYMN. 

IT was the winter wild, 

While the lieav*n-bom child 30 

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies;] 
Nature in awe to him 
Had* doffed her gaudy trim. 

With her great Master so to sympathize: 
it wtcis no season then for her 35 

To iranton with the sun, hat lastj paramour. 

o 2 
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Only with speeches fair 
She woos the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent snow; 
And on her naked shame, 40 

Pollute with sinful hlame. 

The saintly yell of maiden white to throw; 
Confounded, that her Maker's eyes 
Should look so near upon her foul deformities. 

But he, her fears to cease, 45 

Sent down the meek-ey^d Peace; • 

She, crownM with olive green, capie softly slidiiig 
Down through the turning sphere, 
His ready harhinger. 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing; 50 

And, waving wide her myrtle wand. 
She strikes an uniTersal peace through tea and land. 

No war, or hiittle's sound, i 

Was heard the world around: 

The idle spoar and shield were high up hung; 55 
The hooked chariot stood 
UnstakM with hostile hlood; 

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng; 
And kings sat stiU with awful eye. 
As if they surely knew their sovran Lord was hy. 60 

But peaceful was the night, 
Wherein the Prince of Light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began: ^ 

The windus, with wonder whist^ 
Smoothly the waters last, 65 

Whisp'ring new joys to the mild ocean, 
Who now luith quite forgot to rave, 
While birds' of calm sit brooding on the charmed wmvm. 

The stars , with deep amaze. 

Stand &^'d in steadfast ^aze, ^ ^ 70 

Bendl^ one way their precious influence; 
And will not take their flight, 
For all the morning light, * 

Or Lucifer that often wam*d them thenoe; 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow, 75 

Until then Lord hiihself bespake , and bid Ihem go. 

And, though the shady gloom 
Had given day her room, 

The sun himself withheld his wonted tpeed. 
And hid his head for shame, 80 

As his inferior flame 

The new-enlighten'd world nO more should need; 
He saw a greater Sun appear 
Than his bright throne, or burning axl^^, could bear. 

The shepherds on the lawn, 85 

Or e'er tiie point of dawn, I 

Sat simply chatting in a mstic row; 
Full little thought they then. 
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That die mighty Pan 

- Wag Idndly come to live with them below; 90 

Perhaps their loves, or else their sheep. 
Was all that did their silly thoughts so busy keep. 

'When such music sweet 

Thehr hearts and ears did greet, 

As never was hy mortal finger strook; 95 

. Dirinely-warbled voice 
Answering the stringed noise, 

As all their souls ui blissful rapture took 
The air, such pleasure loth to lose* 
With thousand echoes still prolongs each hesv'iily dose. 100 

Nature tfiat heard such sound. 
Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's seat, the aery region thrillitt^ 
PiFow was almost won 
To think her part was done, 105 

And that her reign had here its last fulfilling ; 
She knew such harmony alone 
Gould hold all heaven and earth in happier unioB. 

At last surrounds their sight 

A globe of circular light, 110 

That with long beams the ehamefac*d night' arrayM; 
The helmed Cherubim, 
ikud sworded Seraphim, 

Are seen in glittering ranks with wings display'd. 
Harping in loud and soleom quire, 115 

With unexpre&sive notes, to Heav'n's new-born Heir. 

f!luch music (as 'tis said) 
13effore was never made, 

But when of old the sons of morning sung, 
While the Creator great 120 

His constellations set. 

And the well-balancM world on hinges hung; 
And cast the dark foundations deep, 
i%nd bid the welt'ring waves their ooay channel keep. 

Hing out , ye crystal spheres, 125 

Once bless our human ears. 

If ye have pow'r to touch our senses so ; 
And let your silver chime 
Hove in melodious time; 

And let the base of heav'n's deep organ blow; 130 
And, with your nlQefiold harmony, 
IRake up full concert to th' angelic symphony. 

For, if such holy song 
Eiiwrap our fancy long,* 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold; 135 
And speckled vanity. ^ , -' - 
Will sicken soon and die. 

And leprous sin will melt from earthly mould; 
And hell itself will pass away, 
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peering day. 140 
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Yea, Trntfi and Justice then 
Will down retmm to men, 

OrVd in a rainbow; and, Uke gloriet wMnring, 
Mercy will sit between, 
Tbron'd In celestial sheen, 14^ 

With radiant feet the tissQed clouds down steering | 
And heaven , as at sone festival. 
Will open wide the gates of her high palace halL 

But wisest Fate says no, 

This must not jeC be so, 150 

The Babe yet lies in smiling inllnicy, 
That en the bitler eroii 
Must redeem our loss ; 

So both himself and n9 to glorify; 
Yet first, tot those ychton'd in sleep, 155 

The wakeful trump (^doom must thunder through the dee|i ; 

With such a horrid clang 
As on mount Sinai rang. 

While the red fire and smontdrbg clendt out hnke t 
The aged Earth qghast • 160 

\VHh terrour of that blast. 

Shall from the surface to the center shake $ 
When* at the world's last session. 
The dreadful Judge In middle air shall spread his throne^ 

And thc^ at last our bliss 165 

Full and perfect is. 

But now begms; for, from this hi^py day, 
The old Dragon, under ground 
In straiter limits bound. 

Not half so for casts his usurped sway; ' 170 

And, wroth to see his kingdom fail, 
SwMges the scaly horrour of his folded taiL 

The oracles are dumb. 
No voice or hideous Iram 

Runs through the arched roof in words deceiving. 175 
Apollo from Ms ffhrlne 
Can no more divine. 

With hollow shriek the steep of Delphof leaving. 
No nightly trance, or breathed spell, 
Inspires the pale-ey'd priest from the prophetic celL 180 

The lonely mountains o'er. 
And the resounding shore, 

A voice of weeping heard and load kuntiiit; 
From haunted spring and dale, 
Edif d with poplar pale, 185 

The parting genius is with sighing sent; 
With flow'r-lnwoven tresses torn 
The nymphs in twilight shade of tangled thickets momn. 

In consecrated earth. 

And on the holy hearth, 190 

The Lars, and Lemures, moan with midnight plaint; 
In urns f and altais roikutd. 
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A drear aod dying sound 

Affrights the Flamens at their serTice quaint $ 
And the chill marble seems to sweat, 195 

Whidh each peculiar pow'r foregoes his wonted, seat. 

Poor and Baalim 
Forsake their temples dim. 

With that twice-batter'd God of Palettme} 
And mooned Ashtaroth, jSOO 

Heav'ns queen ^nd mother both. 

Now sits not girt with tapers' holy shines 
Tho Libyc Hammon shrinks his horn. 
In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thammnz mourn. 

And snilen Moloch, fled, S05 

Hath left in shadows dread 

His burning idol all of blackest hoe; 
In Tain with cymbals' ring 
They call the grisly king-. 

In dismal dance about the furnace blue; 2X0 

The brutish gods of Nile as fast, 
Isis, and Orus, and the dog Anobis, haste. 

Nor is Osiris seen 

In Memphian grpve or green, 

Trampling the unshow'r'd grass with lowings loud : S15 
r^or c^ he be at rest 
TVithin his sacred chest; 

Naught but profoundest hell. can be his shroud; 
In vain with timbrell*d anthems dark 
The sable-stoled sorcerers bear his worshipt ark. 220 

He feels from Joda's land 
The dreaded Infant's hand. 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his dusky eyn; 
Nor all the gods beside 
Longer dare abide, ^ 225 

Nor Typhon huge ending in snaky twine: 
Our Babe, to show his Godhead true. 
Can in his swaddling bands control the damned crew. 

So, when the sun in bed, 

Curtained with cloudy red, ^ 230 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wavei, 
The flocking shadows pale 
Troop to tV infernal jail. 

Each fettered ghost slips to his several grave; 
And the yellow-skirted Fayes 235 

Fly after the night-steeds, leaving their moon^lov d maze. 

But see, the Virgin blest 
Hath laid her Babe to rest; 

Time is , our tedious song should here have endmg ; 
Heav'n's youngest-teemed star 240 

Hath fix'd her polish'd car, 

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attending: 
And all about the courtly stable 
Brigh^hamessM angels sit in order serviceable. 
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THE PASSION. 

ERE WHILE of munc, and ethereal mirth, ^ 

Wherewith the stage of air and earth did ring. 

And joyous news of heavenly Infantas birth. 

My muse with Angels did diyide to sing; 

But headlong joy is ever on the wing, 5 

In wintry solstice like the shorten'd light, 
Soon swaliow'd up in dark and long out-liTing night. 

For now to sorrow must I tune my song, 

And^ set my harp to notes of saddest woe, 

Which on our dearest Lord did seize ere long, 10 

Dangers, and snares, and wrongs, and worse than fo. 

Which he for ua did freely undergo: 

Most perfect Hero, tried In heaviest plight 
Of labours huge and hard , too hard for human wight I 

He, soYran priest, stooping his regal head, 15 

Thot dropt with odorous oil down his fair eyes. 

Poor fleshy tabernacle entered, 

His starry front low-rooft beneath the skies: 

O, what a mask was there, what a disguise! 

Yet more ; the stroke of death he must abide, 20 

Then lies him meekly down fast by his brethren*s ride. 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse; 

To this horizon is my Phoebus bound: 

His god- like acts, and his temptations fierce, 

And former sufferings, other where are found; S5 

lifind o'er the rest Cremona's trump doth sound; 

Me softer airs befit, and softer strings 
Of lute, or viol still, more apt for mournful things. 

Befriend me. Night, best patroness of grief; 

Over the pole thy thickest mantle throw, 30 

And work my flattered fancy to belief. 

That heaven and earth are coloured with my woe; 

My sorrows are too dark for day to know: 

The leaves should all be black whereon I write. 
And letters, where my tears have washed, a wannish 
white. 35 

See, see the chariot, and those rushing wheels^ 

That whirrd the Prophet up at Chebar flood; 

My spirit some transporting Cherub feels. 

To bear me where the tow*rs of Salem stood. 

Once glorious towVs, now sunk in guiltless blood; 40 

There doth my soul in holy vision sit, ^ 
In pensive trance, and anguish, and ecstatic fit. 

Mine eye had found that sad sepulchral rock 

That was the oasket of Heav'n*s richest store, 

And here though grief my feeble hands np-look, 45 

Yet on the softeuM quarry would I score • 

My plaining verse as lively As before; 

For sure so well instructed are my tears, 
That they would fitly fall in ordered characters. 
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Or should I thence hnrried on Tiewless wing 50 

Take np a weeping on the monntaiDs wUd, 
The gentle neighbonriiood of grove and spruig 
Would soon rnibosom all their echoes mild; 
And I (for grief is easily begniPd) 

Might thmk th* infection of my sorrows loud 55 

Had got a race of mourners on some pregnant cload. 

This subject the aadhor Jqiding to he ahove the years he 
had^ when he wrote it, and nothing saUsfied with what 
was begun, left it unfinished. 



UPON THE CIRCUMCISION. 

YE flaming pow'rs, and winged warriors briglity 
That erst with music, and triumphant song. 
First heard by happy watchful shepherds' ear, 
So sweetly sung your joy the clouds along. 
Through the soft silience o^ the list'ning night; 5 

Now mourn; and, if sad share with us to bear 
Your fiery essence can distil no tear, 
Bum in your sighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep sorrow: 

He, who with all heav'n's heraldry ^ikre IQ ' 

Entered the world, now bleeds to give os ease^ 
Alas, how soon our sin 
Sore doth begin 
His infancy to seize! 
O more exceeding love, or law more just? 15 

Jnst law indeed, but more exceeding love! 
For we, by rightful doom remediless, 
Were lost in death, till he, that dwelt above 
High-thron'd in secret bliss, for us frail dust 
Emptied his glory, ev'n to nakedness; 20 ' 

And that great covenant which we still transgieis . 

Entirely satisfied; ^ ^ 

And the full wrath beside ' ' 

Of vengeful justice bore for our excess; 
And seals obedience first, with wounding mart, 25 4^ 

This day; but, O ! ere long, ^ 

Huge pangs and strong f 

. Will pierce more near his heart- ^ \ 



ON THE DEATH OF A FAIR INFANj 

Dying of a Cough, 

O FAIREST ^owV , no sooner blown but blasted. 
Soft silken primrow fading timelessly, 
Snnuner's chief honour, if thou hadst ont-huted 
\ Bl i juk w iutiMi' s force thai made thy blossom dry; 
For he, being manamn on thst lovely dye 
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A That did thy cheek enyermeil, thooght to kiss, 

/l^ But kilTd, alas! and then bewail'd his fatal Miis. 

For since grim Aquilo, his charioteer, 

By boisterous rape th' Athenian damsel got, 

HhD thought it touched his deity fiiU near, lO 

If likewise he some fair one wedded lyot^ 

Thereby to wipe away th' infamous blot 

Of long-unceapM bed and childless dd, 
Which, ^mongstthevantoB godi^ afoul repreadi was held. 

So, mounting up in icy-pearled car, 15 

Through middle empire of the freezing air ' 
He wander'd long, till thee he spied from far; 
There ended was his quest, there ceas'd his care: 
Down he d^eended from his snow-soft diair, 

But, all unwares, with his cold-kind embrace 20 

IJnhousM thy virgin soul from her fair btdiog-place. 

I Yet art thou not inglorioiis in thy fate; 

/ For so Apollo, with nnweeting hand, 

/ Whilom did slay his dearly-loved mate, 

f Young Hyacinth, bom on Eurotas^ atrand, S5 

/ Young Hyacinth, the pride of Spartan land; 

/ But then transform'd him to a purple flower: 

' Alack, that so to diange theo Winter had no pdvarl 

Yet can I not persuade me thou art dead, 
Or that thy corse corrupts in earth's dark womb, 30 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed. 
Hid from the world in a low-delved tomb; ^ 
Could Heav'n for pity thee so strictly doom ? 
Oh no! for something in thy face did shine 
Above mortality, that i£ow'd thou wast divine. 35 

Resolve me then, <A soul most surely blest! 
(If 80 it be that thou these plaints dost hear) 
Tell me, bri^t spirit, where'er thou hoverest. 
Whether above that high first-moving sphere. 
Or in th' Elysian fields (if such there were); 40 

Oh say me true, if thou vert mortal wight, 
RwAnd why from us so quickly thou didst tik» thy flight? 

Wert thou some star whicli from the min'd roof 

Of shak'd Olympus by mischance didst fall; 

Which careful Jove In nature's true behoof 45 

Took up, and in fit place did reinstall? 

Or did of late Earth's sons besiege the wall 

O^heehy-liea'fiZa, and Hiou, some goddess fled, 
Amflgst us here below to lude thy nectar 'd head? 

Or wert thou that just maid, who once before 50 

Forsook the h^ted earth, O tell me sooth, 
And cam^st again to visit us once more? 
— ' Or wert thou that sweet-smiling yonth? 

Or that crown'd matron sage, white-robed Truth? 

Or any other of that heav'nly brooid 55 I^ 

Let down in clc^y throne to ia the world gom^ good? 
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Or wert thoa of the gfoMe»-vinged host, 

Who, haying clad diyvelf in human weeil. 

To earth from thy prefixed seat didat post, 

And after tfaett ahode fiy baek wkh speed, 60 

Ai if to show what creatores hraVn doth breed; 

Thereby to set the hearts fit men on fire 
To scorn the mfrM worid, and onto heaT'n aspire? 

But oh! why didst thoa not stay here bek>w 
To bless as with thy heaT'n-loT'd innocence,' 
To slake Ids wrath whom sin hath made our foia 




smart? 

fllot thoa canst best perform that office where thou act. 70 

T&en then, the moAer of so sweet a ehild, 

l|ar fake hnagia'd less cease to lament, 

Aftd;viisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild; 

Thii^c what a present thoa to God hast sent, 

And render him with patience what he lent; 75 

This if thAi do, he will an offspring give. 
That till the world's last end shall make thy name lolive 



ON TIME. 

FLY, eoTions Time, till thon ran oat thy race; 

Call on the lazy leadennst e p ping hours, /^ 

Whose speed is bat the heavy plummet's pace;^jF 

And glnt thyself with what fliy womb deToars, ^ 

Whidh is no more than what is false and Tain, 5 

And merely mortal dross; 

So little is onr loss. 

So little is thy gaini • — 

For when as each thing bod thoa hast entomb'd. 

And last of all thy greedy s^ consum'd, 10 

Hien long Eternity shall greet oar bliss J/^ 

With an indiTidnal kiss; y >^ 

And Joy shall oTortake os as a flood, ^Afr 

When every thing that is sincerely good ^j 

And perfectly divine, 15 

With Troth, and Peace, and Love, shaH ever shine 

Aboat the supreme throne 

Of Him, f whose happy-making sight alone 

When once our heav'iily-gmded sovd shall clime. 

Then, all this earthy grossness quit, 20 

Attir'd with stars, we shall for ever sit, 

Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and fhee, 
Tune! 



\ 



AT A SOLEMN MUSiax 

BLEST pahr of Surens, pledges of heav'n's joy. 
Sphere-bom, harmonious eistersy Voloo and Verse, 
Wed year divke soaads, and mix'd powV employ 
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]>ead tlungi wifli inbraathM sense able to pioroe; 
I And to our high*-rau'd phaotasy pfesent 5 

That nndistarbed song of pare concent. 

Aye song before the sapphire-colour'd throna 

To Him tiiat sits thereon. 

With saintly shoat, and solemn jobilee; 

Where the bright Seraphim, in burning roWy 10 

Their loud up-lifted angel-tmmpets blow ; 

And the cherabic host, in thousand quires. 

Touch their inunortal harps of golden wires, 
^With those just spirits that wear Tictorious pafans. 

Hymns dewovA and holy psalms t^j^^flK^JfV*' 

Singing eTeriastmgly: *-^^^^l^ 

That we on earth, wiih undiscording Toice, «v. 

May rightly answer that melodious noise; l^ 

As once we did, till disproportion'd sin 

Jarr'd against natnre*s chime, and with harsh dia SQl 

Broke the fair music that all creatures made _ ^ 

/ ^® ^^^^' great^rd, whose Ioto thdr motion. gwBjw' 
(JSu k^ ^ perfect dfap&on, whilst they stood \ ^ 

J[(>«^ #In first obedient, and their state of good. ^'^ 
O, may we soon again renew that song, £5. 

And keep in tune with hea^'n, till God ere long 

To his celestial concert us unite. 

To live with him, and sing in endless mora of light! 



15 
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AN EPITAPH ON THE MARCHIONESS 
OF WINCHESTER. 

THIS rich marble doth inter 

The honoured wife of •Winchester, 

A Viscount's daughter, an Earl's heir. 

Besides what her virtues fair 

Added to her noble birth, 5 

More^thaa she could own from earth. 

Summe^ai 0iree times eight save one 

She had'tolH; alas! too soon. 

After so snort time of breath. 

To house with dailmess, and with death. 10 

Yet had the number of her days 

Been as complete as was her praise, 

Nature and Fate had had no strife 

In giving limit to her life. 

Her high birtiii and her graces sweet 15 

Quickly found a lover meet; 
'The virgin quire for her request 
The god that sits at marriage feast; 
He at thdr invoking came. 

But with a scarce well-ligted flame; SO 

And in his garland, as he stood. 
Ye might ^cern a cypress bud. 
Once had the early matriips run 
To greet her Of a lovely too, : 
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And now with second hope ihe goe8» S5 

And calls Ludna to her throes; 

But, whether hy mischance or Uame, 

Atropos for Ladna came; 

And with remorseless cruidty 

Spoii'd at once hoth frnit and tree: 30 

llie hapless bahe, before his birth. 

Had bnrial, yet not laid in earth; 

And the languished mothers^ womb 

Was not long a living tomb. 

So have I seen some tender slip, 35 

SavM with care from wintw's nip. 
The pride of her carnation train, 
Plock'd up by some nnheedy swain, 
Who only thought to crop the fiow'r 
New shot up feom Temal show'r; 40 

But Uie fair blossom hangs the head 
Side-ways, as on a dying bed. 
And those pearls of dew she wears, 
ProTe to be presaging tears, 

Which the sad mom had let fall 45 

On her hast'ning funeral. 

Gentle Lady, may thy grare 
Peace and quiet eTer haTe; 
After this thy travail sore 

Sweet rest seize thee CTermore, 50 

That, to give the worid increase. 
Shortened hast thy own life's lease. 
Here, besides the sorrowing 
That thy noble house doth bring, 

Here be tears of perfect moan 55 

Wept for theo in Helicon; 
And some flowers, and some bays, 
For thy hearse, to strew the ways, 
Sent thee from the banks of Came, 
DeToted to thy Tirtnous name; 60 

Whilst thou, bright Sant, high fitt'st m glory. 
Next her, much like to thee in story. 
That fair Syrian shepherdess, ^ 

Who, after years of barrenness, 

llie highly faTOur'd Joseph bore, ^ 65 

To him that serv'd for her before, 
And at her next birth, much l&e theey^ 
Through pangs fled to felicity. 
Far within the bosom bright 

Of blazmg INesty and light: 70 

There wifli thee, new welcome Saint, 
Like fortunes may her soul acquaint, 
With fliee there dad in radiant sheen, 
No Marchioness, bat now a Qneen. 



SONG ON MAY MORNING. 
NOW the bright MomiogHitiuF, day's harbuigery 



m MISQEIiLANIES. 

Comes dancing: from the ettsti ani leads wiHi her 
The fiow'ry May, who from her green lap throwt 
The yellow cowslip and the pfUe priiBrose. 

itail, bounteous May, that dost inspire 5 

Mirth, and yooth, and warm desire; 

Woods and groves are of Uiy dressing. 

Hill and dale doth hoast diy blessing. 
Thus we salute thee with 4Hir early soag. 
And welcome thee, and wiah fliee long. 10 



MISCELLANIES. 



ANNO AETATIS XIX. 

At a Vacation Exercise in the CoUege^ part Latin, part 
English, The Latin speeches ended ^ the English thu9 
began : 
HAIL, native language, that by sinews weak 
Didst move ray first endeavounng tongue to speak, 
And mad'st imperfect words with diildish trips, 
Half-unpronounc'd, slide through my infant lips> 
Driving dumb silence from the portal doer, 5 

Where he had mutely sat two years before: 
Here | salute thee, and thy pardon ask. 
That now 1 use thee in my latter task: 
Small loss it is that hence can come unto thee, 
I know my tongue but little grace can do thee : 10 

Thou need^st not be ambitious to be first. 
Believe me, I have thither pack'd the worst: 
And, if it happen as I did forecast. 
The daintiest dishes shall be servM up last 
1 pray thee then deny me not thy aid, 15 

For this same small iieglect that I have made: 
But haste thee straight to do me once a pleasure. 
And from fliy wardrobe bring thy chiefest treasure. 
Not those new-fangled toys, and trinuning slight 
Which takes our late fantasties with delight; 20 

But cidl those richest robes, and gayest attire. 
Which deepest spirits and choicest wits desire: 
I have some naked thoughts which rove about, 
And loudly knock to have their passage out; 
And, weary of their place, do oidy stay 25 

Till thou hast deck'd them in thy best array ; 
That so they ma^, without suspect or fears, 
Fly swiftly to this fair assembly's jears; 
Yet 1 had rather, if I were to choose. 
Thy service in some graver subject use, 30 

Such as may make thee search thy coffers round, 
Before thou clothe my fancy in fit sound: 
Such where the deep transported mind ta»J soar 
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AboTe the wheeling polet, and at heaT'n'g door 

Look in, and see each blissfal deity, 35 

How he before the thnndrous throne doth lie, 

Lisf ning to what undiom Apollo sings 

To th' toach of golden wires, while Hebe brings 

Immortal nectar to her kingly sire: 

Then passing through the spheres of watchful fire, 40 

And misty regions of wide air next midor. 

And hills of snow, and lofts of piled thunder, 

May tell at length how green>ey'd Neptune raves. 

In heayVs defiance mustering all liis waves; 

Then sing of secret things that came to pass 45 

When beldam Nature in her cradle was; 

And last of kings, and queens, and heroes old. 

Such as the wise Demodocus once told 

In solemn songs at king Alcinous' feast, 

While sad Ulysses' soul, and all the rest, 50 

Are held, wjth his melodious harmony. 

In willing chains and sweet captivity. 

But ^e, my wandering Muse, how thou dost stray! 

Expectance calls thee now another way; 

Thou know'st it must be now thy only bent 55 

To keep in compass of thy predicament: 

Then quick about thy purposed business come. 

That to the next I may resign my room* 

Then Ens ts represented as father of the Predicaments his 
two sons^ whereof the eldest stood for Substance with his 
canons, which Ens, thus speakingy explains : 

GOOD lock befriend thee. Son; Sw, at thy birth. 

The faery ladies danc'd upon the hearth; 60 

Thy drowsy nurse hath sworn she did them spy 

Come tripping to the room where thou didst lie^ 

And, sweetly singing round about thy bed. 

Strew all their blessings on thy sleeping head. 

She heard them give thee this, that thou shouldst still 65 

From eyes of mortals walk invisible: 

Yet there is something that doth force my fear; 

For once it was my dismal hap to hear 

A Sibyl old, bow-bent with crooked age. 

That far events full wisely could presage, 70 

And in tim'es long and dark prospective glass 

Foresaw what future days should bring to pass; 

*Your son,' said she, ^(nor can you it prevent) 

Shall subject be to many an accident. 

O'er all hb brethren he shall reign as king, 75 

Yet every one shall niake him underling; 

And those, tliat cannot live from him asunder. 

Ungratefully shall strive to keep him under; 

In worth and excellence he shall out-go them^ 

Yet, being above them, he shall be below them; 3d 

From others he shall stand in need of nothing, 

Yet on his brothers shall depend for clothing. 

To find a foe it shall not be his hap, 

And peace shall lull him in ber flow'ry lap; 
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¥et riiall he live in strife, and at his door 85 

DeTonring war aball neyer cease to roar; 

Yea, it shall be his natural property 

To harbour those that are at enmity. 

What pow'r, what force, what mighty spell, if not 

Yomr learned hands, can loose this Gordian knot? 90 

The next Qtmntity and QuoUty spake m proee; then Re- 
laUan was caUed by hie name* 

RIVERS, arise; whether thou be the son 

Of utmost Tweed, or Oose, or gnlfy Dun, 

Or Trent, who, like some earth-bom giant, gpreada 

His thirty arms along th' indented meads; 

Or sullen Mole, that runneth underneath; 95 

Or Seyem swift, guilty of maiden's death; 

Or rocky Atou, or of sedgy Lee» 

Or coaly Tine, or ancient hallow'd Dee; 

Or Hnmber loud, that keeps the Scythian^s name; 

Or Medway smooth, or royal-tower'd Thame. 100 

[The reet was prose.} 



AN EPITAPH 

On the admirable Dramatic Poet, WHUam Shdkspeare, 

WHAT needs my Shakspeare, for his hononr'd bonea, 

The labour of an age in piled stones ? 

Or that his hallowed reliques should be hid 

Under a star-ypointing pyramid? 

Dear son of memory, great heir of fame, 5 

What oeed'st thou such weak witness of thy mune! 

Hion, in our wonder and astonishment, 

Hast built thyself a livelong monument 

For whilst, to th' shame of slow-endeavouring art, 

lliy easy numbers flow; and that each heart 10 

Hath, from the leaTes of thy unvalued book. 

Those Delphic tines with deep impression took ; 

Then thou, our fancy of itself bereaving. 

Dost make us marble with too much conceiving; 

And , so sep^lcherM , in such pomp dost lie, 15 

That kings , for such a tomb , wovld wish to die. 



ON THE UNIVERSITY CARRIER, j 

JVhe sickened in the time of his vacancy , being forbid to 
go to London, by reason of the plague. 

HERE fies old Hobson; Death hath broke his gbrt. 

And here, alas! hath laid him in the dirt; 

Or else the ways being foul , twenty to one, 

He's here stuck in a slough, and overthrown. 

'Twas such a shifter, that, if truth were known, 5 
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Death was half glad when he had got him down; 

For he had, any time this tea yean full, 

Dodg'd with him belwixt Cambridge and The BtdL 

And surely Death could nerer have prevaird. 

Had not his weekly comse of carriage fail'd; 10 

Baft latdv finding him so long at home, 

And thinking ao^r his journey's end was eome, 

And that he had ta*«n np his latest inn, 

In the kind of&ee of a chamberlin 

ShowM him his room where he must lodge that night, 15 

Puird off his boots , and took away tlie light : 

If any ask for him, it shall be said, 

^Hobson has supt, and '■ newly gone to bed.' 

Another on the $ame, 
HERE lieth one, who did most truly prove 
That he could noTor die while he could move; 
To hung hit destiny, never to rot 
While he might sdn jog on and keep hit trot, 
Made of sphere-metal, never to decay 5 

Until his revolution was at star. 
Time numbers motion , yet (without a crime 
'Gainst old truth) motion numberM out his timet 
And, like an engine, mov'd with wheel and weight, 
His principles bcong ceas'd, he ended straight. 10 

Rest, that gives all men life, gave him his death, 
And too much breathing put hmi out of breath; 
Nor were it contradiction to affirm, 
Too long vacation hasteuM on his term. 
Merely to drive the time away he ncken*d, 15 

Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quickened; 
^Nay,' quoth he, on his swooning bed outstretched, 
*If I mayn't carry, sure I '11 ne'er be fetch'd. 
But vow , though the cross doctors all stood heareia, 
For one carrier put down to make six bearers. * 20 

Ease was his chief disease; and, to judge right. 
He died for heaviness that his cart went light : 
His leisure told him that his time was come, 
And lack of load made his life burdensome. 
That ev'n to his last breath (there be that aay't^), 85 
As he were press'd to death, he cried, 'More weight;' 
But, had his doings lasted as they were. 
He bad been an immortal carrier. 
Obedient to the moon he spent his date 
In course reciprocal, and had his fate 80 

Linked to the mutual flowing of the seas. 
Yet (strange to think) his wain was his iacreafe: 
. His letters are deliver'd all and gone, 
Only remains this superscription. 



ON THE NEW FORCERS OF COI^CIENGE, 

Under the Long Parliament. 

BECAUSE you have thrown off your Prelate Imrd, 
And with stiff vows renounced his Liturgy, 
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To seke tko widow'd whore Haralily 

From them whose sin ye envied, not ahfaorf'^; 

DoM ye for this adjure the civil sword 5 

To force our consciences that Cterist set free, 
And ride as with a efaissic hierarchy 
Taught ye by mere A. 9. and Botherford? 

Men, whose life, leaorniag, finith, and pure intent. 
Would have been hold in high esteem with Paul, 10 
Must now be nam'd and printed Heretics 

Bf shallow Edwards and Sootch what d*ye callt 
j^ttt we do hope to find out all yoor tricks, 
Your plots and packing worse tiian those of Trent, 

That so the Parliament 15 

May , with their wholesome and preventive shears, 

Clip your phylacteries, though balk your ears. 

And succour our just fears. 

When they shall read this clearly in your charge. 

New Presbyter is but Old Priest writ huge. 20 



TRANSLATIONS, 



THE FIFTH ODE OF HOBACE, Lib, I. 

WHAT slender youth, bedewM with liquid odours. 
Courts thee on roses in some pleasant cave, 

Pyrrha? For whom bind'st thou 

In wreaths thy golden hailr, 
Rain in thy neatness? O, how oft shafl he 5 

On faith and changed gods complain, and seas 

Bough with black winds, and storms 

Unwonted shall admire! 
Who now enjoys thee credulous, all gold, 
Who always vacant, always amiable, 10 

Hopes fliee, of flattering gales 

Unmindful. Hapless they, 
. To wh<Mn thou untried seem'st fair! Me , in my vow*d 
Picture , the sacred wall declares to have hung 

My dan% and dropping weeds 15 

To the stem god of sea. 

FBOM GEOFFBEY OF MONMOUTH. 

Brutus thus a^esses Diana in the Country of Leogecia. 

GODDESS of shades, and huntress, who at will 
Walk'st on the rolling spheres, and through the deep; 
On thy third reign, the earth, look now, and tdl 
What land, what seat of rest, thou bidd'st me seek, 
Wiiat certain seat, where I nay worship thee 
For aye, with temples vow'd and virgin quires^ 
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To whom , Bleeping hefwre the AUar, Diana answers in a 
Vision the same Night. 

BRUTUS, far to ttie wcit, io the ocean wide, 
Beyond the rcahn of Gaul, a land ^ere Uet, 
Sea-girt it lies , where giants dwelt of old; 
Now void, it fite thy people: thither hend 
Thy course; there shalt thou find a lastug teat; 
There to thy sons another Troy di^ rise, 
And kings be bom of thee, whose dieadfnl might 
Shall awe the world, and 6on^er natioiis bold. 

FROM DANTE. 
AH Constantino, of how much ill was cause, 
Not thy conversion, but flwse »\ch domains 
That the first wealthy pope recei?d of thee! 

FROM DANTB. 
FOUNDED in chaste and huirf>le P«v«fe 
'Gamst them that rais'd thee dost thou Kft Hiy ftoraP 
Impudent whore, where hast thou placed thy hope? 
In thy adulterers , or thy fil-got wealtti? 
Another Constantino comes not m haste. 
FROM ARIOSTO. 
THEN pass'd he to a flow'ry momitain g««J» 
Which once smelt sweet, now stiiAs as odiously t 
This was the gift , if you the truth will have. 
That Constantino to good Sylvester gave. ^ 

FROM HORACE. 
WHOM do we comit a good manP^WlwMH l«t h« 
Who keeps the laws and statutes of the sentfte, 
Who judges in great suits and controversi^. 
Whose witness and ophiion wins flie cause? 
Bat his own house, and the whol^ netohbouriiood. 
Sees Ids fodl inside through his whited skm. 

FROM EURIPIDES. 
THIS is true liberty , when f reebom men. 
Having f adTise the public, maj speak ^^i ^ 
Which he who can, and wiU, deserves high praile: 
Who neither c^n, nor will, may hold his peace; 
What can be juster m a state than this? 
FROM HORACE. 
LAUGHING , to teach the truA, 
What hhiders? As some teachers give to bo^ 
Junkets and knacks, that they may learn •pace. 
FROM HORACE. 
JOKING decides great flihigt. 
Stronger and better oft than earnest can. 
FROM SOPHbCLBS. 

Tis you that say it, not L Yon do the doedi. 
And your wig*dly 4iedi find m tili« words. 



9^ ^ POEMS. 

FRQIM SENECA, 

THERE can be slain 
No gacrifioe to God more acceptable, 
Than an unjust ancl wicked king. 
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PSALM I. 

(Done into Terse 1653.) 

BLESS'D is the man who hath not walked astray 

In counsel of the wicked , and i' the way 

Of sinners hath not stood » and in the seat 

Of scomers hath not sat But in the great 

JehoTah's law is ever his deligbt, 5 

And m his hiw he studies day and night 

He shall be as a tree which planted grows 

By watery streams, and in his season knows 

To yield his fruit, and his leaf shall not fall. 

And what he ti^es in hand shall prosper alL 10 

Not so the wicked , but as chaff which fanuM 

The wind,drtTes, so the wicked shall not stand 

In judgement, or abide their trial then, 

Nor sinners in the assembly of just men ; 

For the Lord knows the upright way of the just, 15 

And thto way of bad men to rmn must 

PSALM n. 

(Done August 8, 165S.) 
Terzetti. 

WHY do the Gentiles tumult, and the nations 
Muse a Tain thing, the kings of the earth npstend ' 
With .power , and princes in their congregations 

Lay deep their plots together through each land 
Against the Lord and his Messiah dear? $ 

L^ us break off, say they, by strength of hand 

Their bonds , and cast from us , no more to wear. 
Their twisty cords. Ho , who in heaven ^doth dwdl. 
Shall augh; the Lord shall scoff them; then soTere, 

Speak to.^em in his wrath, and in his foil IQ 

And fierce ire trouble them. But I , saith he> 
Anointed haVe my King (though ye rdbel) 

On Sion my holy hiU. A firm decree 
I will declare: die Lord to me hath said. 
Thou art my Son » I haTe begotten thee 15 

This day; ask of me, and ^^e grant is made: 

As thy possession' I on thee bestow ' 

The Heathen; and| as thy oonqoflit^te swajM, 
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Earth's ntmott bounds: them shalt thon brings fall h>w 
With iron scepter brnis'd, aod them disperse 20 

Like to a potter's vessel diiver'd so. 

And now be wise at length, ye kiniors averse, 
Be taught, ye jndget of the earth; with fear 
JehoTah serre, and let yoor joy converse 

With trembling; kiss the Son, lest he appear 25 

In anger, and ye perish in the way. 
If once his wrath take fire, like fuel sere, 

Happy all those who have in him their stay. 

PSALM HI. 

(Angnst 9, 1653.) 
Jf^icn he fled from giheaUm. 



LORD, how many are my fdes! 



How many those 
Imtli 



That in arms against me rise! 
Many are they^ 
. That of my life distmstfaDy thus say t 5 

No help for him in God there lies. 
Bat thon. Lord, irt my shield, my glory. 
Thee through my story. 
The ezalter of my head I count: 

Aload I cried 10 

Unto Jehovah, he full soon replied. 
And heard me from his holy mount. 
I lay and slept ; I wak'd again ; 
For my sustain 
Was the Lord. Of many millions 15 

The populous rout 
I fear not, though, encamping round about. 
They pitch against me their paviiiouK. 
Bise, Lord; save me, my God; for Thon 

Hast smote ere now 20 

On the cheek-bone all my foes. 

Of man abhorr'd 
Hast broke the teeth. This help waa from the 
Lord; 
Thy blessing on tfiy people flows. 

PSALM nr. 

(August 10, 16S8.) 

ANSWER me when I call, 

God of my righteoasness ; 

In straits and m distress, 

Thou didst me disenthrall 

And set at larger now sparer 5 

Now pity me, and hear my earnest prayer. 
Great ones, how long will ye 
My glory have in scorn? 
How long be thus forbom 
StUl to lorn ranlty? 10 
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To lore, to seek, to )>rize, 

Things fobe and Tun, and nothing elie but lies? 
¥«t know, the Lord hath chose, 
Chose to himself apart, 

The gi^d and mode of heart 15 

(For wliom to ehoote he Imows) $ 
Jehovah from on high 

Will hear my voice, what time to him I cry. 
Be aw^d, and do not tin ; 

S(ieak to your hearts alone, 20 

Upon yoar beds, each one. 
And be at peace witUn. 
Offer the oneriags just 

Of righteousness, and hi Jehovah tmst. 
Many there be that say, 25 

Who yet will show us good? 
Tc^ng like this world's brood ; 
But, Lord, thus let me pray: § 

On us lift up the light, 

Lift up the' favour of tby^ connt'aance bright. 30 

Into my heart more joy 
And gladness thou hast put, 
Than when a year of glut 
Their ateres doth over-cloy, 
And from their plenteous groands 35 

With vast increase their corn and wine abovndi. 
In peace at once will I 
Bodi lay me down and sleep; 
For thou alone dost keep 

Me safe where'er I lie; , 40 

As in a rocky cell 

Thou, Lord, alone, m safety makett roe dwell. 

PSALM V. 

(August 12, 1653.) 

JEHOVAH, to my words give ear. 

My meditation weigh; 
The voioe of my complaining hear. 
My King and God; for unto thee I pray. 
Jehovah, thou my early voice 5 

Shalt in the morning hear; 
r the morning I to thee with choice 
Wm rank my prayers, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickedness delight; 10 

Evil with thee no biding makes; 
Fools or mad men stand not within thy sight. 
All workers of iniquity 

Thou hat'st; and them unblest 
Thou wilt destroy thatf. speak a lie; 15 

The bloody and guileful roan God doth detest. 
But I will, in thy mercies dears 

Thy numerous mercies, g^ 
Into thy house; I, in thy fear, 
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Will towards thy holy temple worship low. 20 

Lord, lead me in fhy rigbteoiisnefis, 

Lead me, because of those 
That do observe if I transg^ress; ' . 

Sot thy; wa^j^s right before, where my step goes. 
For, in his falf ring mouth unstable, S5 

No word is firm or sooth; 
Their inside, trouMes miserable ; 
An open graTe their throat, their tongue they gmooth. 
God, find them guilty, let them foil 

By their own counsels quell'd; 30 

Push them to their rebdiions all 
StiU on ; for against thea they hate rebellM. 
Then all who trust in thee, i^ball bring 

Their joy; while than from blame 
Defend'st them: they ihall ever eiog 35 

And shall triumph in thee, who lote thy name. 
For thou, Jehovah, wilt be foni^ 

To bless the just man still ; 
As with a shield, thou wilt surround 
Him with thy lasting ferour and good will. 40 



PSALM VI. 

(August 13, 1653.) 

LORD, in thine anger do not reprehend me. 

Nor in thy hot displeasure me correct; 

Pity me, Lord, for I am much deject. 

And very weak and faint; heal and amend mc: 

For all ray bones, that even with anguish ake, 5 

Are t^o^bled, yea, ksy tout is troubled sore. 
And thou, O Lord, how long? Turn, Lord; restore 

My sosl; O save me for thy goodness' saket 

For in death no remembrance Is of thee; 

Who in the grave can celebrate thy praise ? 10 

Wearied I am with sighing out my days; 

Nightly my couch I make a kind of sea; 

My bed I water with my tears; mine eye 

Through grief consumes, is waxen old and dark 
rthe midst of all mine enemies that mark. 15 

Depart, all ye that work iniquity* 

Depart from me ; for the voice of my weeping 

The Lord hath heard; the Lord hath heard my prayer; 
My supplication with acceptance fair 

The Lord will own, and have me in his keeping. 20 

Mine enemies shall all be blank and dashM 

With much confusion; then, grown red with «hame. 
They shall return in haste the way they came. 

And in a moment shall be quite abashM. 
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PSALM VII. 

(Angurt 14, 1653.) 

Upon the ward$ of Chush the Benjamite againtt him. 

LORD, my God, to thee I fly; 

Save me and secnre me under 

Tfay protection while I ^cry ; 

Lest, M a lieo (and no wonder) 

He haste to tear my soul asunder, 5 

Tearing, and no rescue nigh. 

Lord, my God, if I hare thought 

Or done tliis; if wickedness 

Be in my hiuids ; if I hare wrought 

lU to him that meant me peace; 10 

Or to him have render'd jess, 

And not freed my foe for naught; 

Let the enemy pursue my soul, 

And overtake it; let him tread 

My Kfe down to the earth , and roll 15 

In the dust my glory dead, 

in the dust ; and thm , outspread. 

Lodge k with dishonour foul. 

Rise, Jehovah, in thine ire. 

Rouse thyself amidst the rage 20 

Of my foes that urge like nre; 

And wake for me, choir fury asswage; 

Judgement here thou didnt engage 

And command, which I desire. 

So th* assemblies of each nation 25 

Will surround thee, seeking ri^ht; 

Thence to thy glorious habitation 

Retnm on high, and in their sight. 

Jehovah jud^h moi^t upnght 

All people from the world's foundation. 30 

Judge me. Lord; be judge in this 

According to my righteousness, 

And the innocence which is 

Upon me: cause at length to cease 

Of evil men the wickedness, 35 

And their pow'r that do amiss. 

But the just establish fast^ 

Since thou art the just God that tries 

Hearts and reins. On God is cast 

My defence, and in him lies, ^ 40 

III him who, both just and wise. 

Saves th' upright of heart at last 

God is a just judge and severe. 

And God is every day offended; 

If the unjust wiU not forbear, 45 

His sword he whets, his bow halfa beaded 
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Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 

(His arrows pnrposely made he 

For them that persecute.) Beheld^ 50 

He traTols hig with yanity; 

Troohle he hath conceiy'd of old, 

As in a womb; and from that mould 

Hath at length brought forth a lie. 

He digg'd a pit, mtd deWd it deep, ^ 55 

And fell into the pit he made; 

His mischief, that due course doth keep* 

Turns on his head; and his ill trade 

Of iiolence will , nndela j'd. 

Fall on his crown with rain ste^. 60 

Then will I Jehovah's praise ^' 

According to his justice raise, 
And sing the Name and Deity 
Of Jehovah the Mort High. 

PSALM vm. 

<AugnBt 1ft, 1653.) 

O JEHOVAH our Lovd, how wondrous great , 

And glorious is thy Name through all the earth! 

So as above the heav*ns thy praise to set 
Out of the tender months of latest birth. 

Out of the months Of hakes and snckllngs thou - ^ 

Hast founded strength, because of all tiby foes. 

To stint th' enemy , and slack th' avenger's brow. 
That bends his rage Ay Providence to^ oppose. 

When I behold thy heavens, thy fingers^ art, 
The moon and stars, which thoa so bright hast set^ |0 

In the pure firmam^it; then saidi my heiurt, 
,0, what is man, that then rememb'rett yet, 

And thiiik'st upon him; or of man begot, 

That him thou visit'st, and of him art found! ' 

Searce to be less than gods, thon raad'st his lot, . jtS 
With honour and with state thou hast him crown^it * 

O'er the works of thy hand thou mad'st himjord^, .. ^; 

Thou hast put all undeif his )or4lX:^cet; 
All flocks and herds, by thy commanding word, 

All beasts that in the ibeld or forest rneet^ v 20 

Fowl of the heav'ns, and fish that through the W6t 
Sea-paths in shoals do slide , and know no dearth* 

O Jehovah our Lord , how wondrous great 
And glorious is thy Name through all the earth! 

(April, 1648. J. M.> 

Tfine of the Pialfna dons into metre , wherein tilt, but 
tDhat is in a different character ^ are the verjf v^ords of 
the text J tranelated ftom the originals 
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PSAUH hxa. 

1 THOU, Sh^herd, tiiat doit Imd fccfp, 

Give ear in time of need ; 
Who leadett like s flodc of gheep 

Tfty hved Joseph*! seed; 
That flitt'st hetween the Gheraht bright^ 5 

Between their wings out-'tprea4; 
Shine forth, and from iby cloud gi99 %A^ 

And on our foes thy dread* 

2 In Ephraim's Tiev aiid Beiqamhi'f, 

And in Manasse'g sight, 10 

, Awake thy strength, oorae, and be $$en 
To save ns by thy might, 

8 Turn us again , thy grace divine 

To 119, O €(od, vouchsafe; 
Cause thon thy face on^ us to shine, 15 

And then we shail he safe. 
4 Lord God of Hosts , how long wilt thon, 
How long wilt thoa declare 
Thy smoking wrath , and angry brow' 

Against thy people's prayer ! 20 

6 Thou feed'st them with the hread of tears; 

Their bread with tears ftiey eat; 
And mak*st them largely drink the tean 
Wherewith their cheeks are wet, 

9 A strife thou.mak'st us and a prey ^ 

To every neighbour foe; 
Among themselves they laugh, they play. 
And flouts 9t us they throw* 

7 Return us , and thy grace divine^ 

God of Hosts, vouchsafe; SO 

''Cause thou thy face on us to shine, 
And then we shall' be safe. 

8 A vine from Egypt (hou 'hast brought. 

Thy free love made it thine. 
And droVst out nations proud and haut^ 35 

To plant thb lovely vine. 
Thou didst pr^are for it a place, 
And root it deep and fast, 
That it began to grow' apace. 

And fiU'd the land at last. 40 

10 With her green shbde tibat cover'd all. 

The hills were oVer^spread; 
Her boughs as JUgh a» cedars tall ^ 

Advanced their lofty head. 
IX Her branches on the western side 45 

Dowu to the sea she sent, 
And* upward to that river wide 

Her other branches, went, - 
12 Why ha^t thou laid her hedges low. 

And broken down heir fence, 50 

That an may pluck her , ai they go^ 

With rudift vieWnc^T 
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18 Hie tuiked boar out of Ihe wood 
Up turns it by the rooti; 
Wild beaste there browse, and make their food 55 
Her grape9 and tender ihoots. 

14 Return now, God of Hosts, look down 

From heaT'n» thy seat diYine; 
Behold u$ , hut without a Jrown^ 

And yisit this thy irine. 60 

15 Hsit this vine, Which thy right band 

Hath set, and planted long. 
And the young branch , that for thyself 
Thou hast made fimr and strong. 

16 But now it is crasum'd wilb fire, 65 

And cut with cures down; 
They perish at thy dreadfid ire. 
At thy rebiyce and frown. * 

17 Upon the man of thv right hand 

Iiet thy good hand be laid ; 70 

Upon the son of inan whom thou 
Strong for thyself hast made. 

18 So shall we not g« bade from thee 

To ways of nn and $hame ; 
Quicken us then; then gladly we 75 

Shall call upon thy Name. 

19 Return us , and iky grace dtvme. 

Lord God of Hosts, vottdisafei 
Cause thou thy face mi ns to i^dne^ 
And then we shall be safe. 80 

PSALM LXXXL 

1 To God our strength sing loud, and dear. 

Sing loud to God o«r £img; 
To Jacob's God, that aU may ftear, 
Loud acclamations ring. 

2 Prepare a hymn , prepare a song, . 5 

The timbgrel hither bring; 
The cheerful psaltery bring along. 

And harp with pleasant etring. 
8 Blow, OS is wont, in the new moon 

With trumpets' lofty eouad, 10 

Th' appointed time, the day whereon 

Our solemn feast comss round, 

4 Thb was a statute gtVn ef old 

For Israel to observe^ 
A law of Jacob's God, to hold^ 15 

From whence they might not 9werve, 

5 This he a testimony ordahi'd 

In Joseph, not to change, 
When, as he pass'd through Egypt land, 
The tongue I heard was strange. 20 

€ From burden , oni from ilaviih toil, 
I set his shoidder free: 
His hands from pots, and mtry 9oU, 
DeliTer^ were.6tf «#» 

P 2 
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1 When trouble did ^ee flore wmU» 25 

On me then didit thoa call; 
And I to free thee did nat faUf 

And led thee out of thfaU. 
I answer'd thee in thunder de^, 

With clouds encompa08*d round ; 30 

I tried tiiee at the water steep 

Of Meriba renotm'd. 

8 Hear, O my people, hearken weU; 

I testify to thee, 
Thou ancient etock of Israel, 35 

If thoa wilt list to me: 

9 Throughout the land of ihj idbode 

No alien god shall be. 
Nor shalt thou to a foreign god 
In honour bend thy kneie. 40 

10 I am the Lord thy God , which bMnigfat 

Thee out of Egypt land; 
Aik large enough, and I, besought^ 
WiU grant thy full demand. 

11 And yet my people would not hear^ 45 

Nor hearken to ray yoke; 
And Israel, whom I lov^d so dear, 
Bfislik*d me for his choice. 

12 Then did I leaTe them to thew will. 

And to theilr wandVing mind ; 50 

Their own conceits they followM still. 
Their own devices blind. 
IS O, thai my people would be wke^ 
To serre me all their dags! 
And O, that Israel would advise 55 

To walk my righteota ways I 
li Then would I soon bring down th^ fofli. 
That now so proudly rise; 
And turn my hand against aU ibos9 

Hiat are their enemies. ' 60 

15 Who hate the Lord should iken he fain 

To bow to him and bend; 
But they^ his people y should remotfi, 
Their time fi^ouldhaye no end. ^ 

16 And he would feed ihem from the shock 65 

With jBowV of finest wheat. 

And satisfy them from the rock 

With honey /or their meat, 

PSALM LXXXH. 

1 GOD in the great assembly stmidi 

Of kings and lordly states ; 
Among me gods , on both his hands. 
He judges and debates. 

2 How long will ye perrert the rlg^t 5 

With judgement false and wrong, 
FaTouring £e wicked by your might, . 
Who thence grow boUl aad strong? 
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8 Regard the weak and fatherless, 

Dispatch the poor iqan's cause: 10 

And raise the man in deep distress 
By just and equal laws. 

4 Defend the poor and desolate. 

And rescue from the hands 
Of wicked men tiie low estate 15 

Of him that help demands. 

5 They know not, nor will understand. 

In darkness they walk on ; 
The earth's foundations all are moy'd. 

And out of order gone. SO 

6 I said that ye were gods, yea all 

The sons of God Most High; 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall 

As other princes die. 

8 Rise , God ; judge tiiou the earth in mighty 25 

This wicked earth redress ; 
For thou art he ifdio shall by right 
The nations all possess. • 

PSALM LXXXm. 

1 BE not thou silent now at lengthy 

O God , hold not thy peace ; 
Sit thou not still, O God of strength^ 
We cry , and do not cease. 

2 For lo , thy furious foes now swell, 5 

And storm outrageously; 
And they that hate thee , proud and feUy 
£xalt theur heads full high. 

3 Against thy people they contrive 

Their plots and counsels deep; 10 

Them to ensnare they chiefly striTe, 
Whom thou dost hide and keep. 

4 Gome, let us cut them off, say they. 

Till they no nation be; 
That Israel's name for erer may 15 

Be lost in memory. 

5 For they consult wUh aU their might. 

And all , as one in mind. 
Themselves against thee they luute, 
And in firm union bind. SO 

6 The tents of Edom, and the brood 

Of scornful Ishmael, 
Moab , with them of Hagar's Mood, 

That in the desert dwell, ^ 

7 Gebal and Ammon, there conspire^ 25 

And hateful Amalec, # 

The Philistines, and they of Tyre, 
Whose hounds the sea doth check. 

8 With them great Ashur also bands. 

And doth confirm the knot: 30 

jiU these have lent their armed hands 
To aid the sons of Lot. 
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9 Do to them as to Midian hoU^ 

That wasted aU the coast; 
To Sisera; and, as is toltf, ^ 35 

Thou didst to Jabin's host^ 
Wheuy at the brook of Kishon old. 

They were repvls^d and slam^ 

10 At Endor quite cat ofF, and roll'd 

As dnng upon the plain. 40 

11 As Zeb and Oreb evil sped. 

So let their princes speed; 
As Zeba and 2&lmunna hled^ 
So let their princes bleed. 

12 For they amidst their pride have said, ' 45 

By right now shall we seize 
God*s houses, and wiU now invade 
Their statdy palaces. 
IS My God, oh na^e them as a wheel. 

No quiet let them find; 50 

GHIddy and restless let them reel 
lake stobble from the wind. 

14 As when an aged wood takes fire 

Which on a sudden strays^ 
The greedy flame runs higher and higher 55 

Till all the mountains blase ; 

15 So witii thy whirlwind them pursue, 

And with thy tempest chase; 

16 And, till they yield thee honour due. 

Lord, fill with shame their face. 60 

17 AshamM, and troubled, let them be. 

Troubled, and sham'd for oyer; 
ETer confounded, and so die 
With shame, and scape it never. 

18 Then shall they know, that Thou, whose Name 65 

Jehovah is alone, 
Art the Most High, and thou the same^ 
O'er aU the esurth art One. 

FSALM LXXXIV. 

1 HOW loToly are diy dwellings fiurl 

O Lord of Hosts , how dear 
The pleasant tabernacles are. 
Where thou dost dwell so near! 

2 My soul doth long and almost die 5 

Thy courts, O Lord, to see; 
My heart and flesh aloud do cry, 
O living God, for thee. 

3 There ev'n the sparrow, freed from wrongs 

Hath found a hause of rest; 10 

The swallow there , to lay her young 

Hath built her brooding nest; 
Et'u by thy altars, Lord of Hosts, 

They find their safe abode; 
And home they fly from found the coasts 15 

Toward ihecy my King^ my God. 
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4 Happy, who in thy house reside^ 

Where thee they ever praise! 

5 HappT, whose strength in thee doth bide. 

And in their hearts thy ways! SO 

6 They pass through Baca's thirsty yale. 

That dry and barren ground; 
As through a fruitful wat*ry dale, 
Where springs and showers abound. 

7 They journey on from strength to strength 25 

With joy and gladsome cheer, 
TiU all before our God at length 
In Sion do appear. 

8 Lord God of Hosts , hear now my prayer, 

O Jacobus God, give ear; 30 

9 Thou, God, our shield, look on the fiice 

Of thy anointed dear, 

10 For one day in thy eourts to be, 

la better, and more blest^ 
Than in the joy$ of vanity 35 

A thousand days at best* 
I , in the temple of my God, * 

Had rather keep a door. 
Than dwell in tents, and rich ahode^ 

With sin for evermore* 40 

11 For God the Lord, both sun and shield. 

Gives grace and glory bright; 
No good from them shall be withheld 
li^ose ways are just and right. 

12 Lord God of Hosts, that reign'st on high^ 46 

TLlit man Is truly blest, * 

Who only on thee doth rdy. 
And in thee only rest. 

PSALM LXXXV. 

1 THY land to fsiTonr graciously 

Thou hast not. Lord , been slack $ 
Thou hast from hard captiiity 
Returned Jacob back. 

2 Th' iniquity thou didst forgive 5 

Hurt wrought thy people woe; 
And all their sin, that did thee grieve. 

Hast hid where none shall know, 
8 Thine anger all thou hadst removed. 

And calmly didst return lO 

From thy ierce wratli which we had prov'd 

Far worse than fire to bum. 
ft God of our saving health and peace, 

Turn us, and us restore; 
Thine indignation cause to cease 15 

Towards us, and chide no more, 
S Wilt thou be angry without end. 

For ever angry dius? 
WUt thou thy frowning ire extend 

From age to age on us? 20 
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6 Wilt thoa not tam and hear our voice. 

And ns again reviTe, 
That 10 thy people may rejoice 
By thee pregerv'd alive? 

7 CSause us to see thy goodness. Lord, 25 

To us thy mercy shew; 
Thy saving health to us afford, . 
And life in us renew, 

8 And noir, what God the Lord will speak, 

I will go straight and hear, 30 

For to ids people he speaks peace, 

And to his saints fuU dear^ 
To his dear saints he will speak peace; 

Bat let them noTor more 
l^uni to folly, hut surceoie 35 

To trespass as before. 

9 Sorely, to sach as do him fear 

Salvation is at hand; 
And glory shall ere long appear 

To dwell within our land. 40 

10 M^cy and Troth that long were missed, 
^ow joyfully are met; 
Sweet Peace and RighteoosneM have Idst'd, 
And hand in hand are set. 
U Truth from the earth, like to a flow*r^ 45 

Shall hod and blossom then; 
And Jnstice from her heav'nly bow'r 
Look down on mortal men. 
IS T^e Lord will also then bestow 

Whatever thug is rood ; 50 

Onr land shall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits to he our food. 
18 Before him Righteoosness shall go. 
Bis royal harbingers 
Then will he come, and not be slow, 55 

His footsteps cannot err. 

PSALM LXXXVI« 

1 THY gracious ear, O Lord, incline, 

hear me, / thee pray; 

For I am poor, and almost pine 
With need, and sad decay. 
8 Preserve my sool; for I have trod 5 

Thy ways, and love the jost; 
Save thoo thy servant, O my God, 
Who still in thee doth tmst 
8 Pity me , Lord , for daily thee 

1 call; [^] O make rejoice 10 
Thy servant's sool; for, Lord, to thee 

1 lift my soul and voice. 
5 For thou art good , .thoo. Lord, art pronci 
To pardon, thou to all 
Art full of mercy , thoo alout 15 

To them that on thee cult. 
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6 XJnto my supplication, Lord^ 

Give ear, and to the cry 
Of my incessant pray'rs afford 
Thy hearing gracionsly. gO 

7 I, in tiie day of my distress. 

Will call on thee for aid; 
For thou wilt grant me free access. 
And answer what I pray*d. 

8 Like thee among the gods is none, 25 

Lord; nor any works 

Of all that other gods have done 
Like to thy glorious works. 

9 The nations all whom thou hast made 

Shall come , and all shall frame 30 

To bow them low before thee , Lord, 
And glorify thy name. * 

10 For great thou art, and wonders great 
By thy strong hand are done; 
Thou, tfi thy everlastijig seat, 35 

Remainest Grod alone. 
U Teach me, O Lord, thy way most right; 

1 in thy truth will bide; 

To fear thy name my heart unite. 

So shall it never slide. 40 

12 Thee will I praise, O Lord my God, 

Thee honour and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for evermore. 

13 For great thy mercy is tow'rd me, • 45 

And thou hast freed my soul, 
Ev'n from the lowest hell set free. 
From deepest darkness foul, 

14 O God, the proud against me rise, 

And violent men are met 50 

To seek my life, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have set. 

15 But thou , Lord , art the God most mfld. 

Beadiest thy grace to shew. 
Slow to be angry, and art styVd 55 

Most mercifi^, most true. 
1$ turn to me thy face at length. 

And me have mercy on; 
Unto thy servant give thy strength^ 

And save thy handmaid's son. 60 

17 SomO' sign of good to me afford. 

And let my foes then see. 
And be asham'd; because thou, Lord, 

Post help and comfort me. 

PSALM LXXXVn. 

1 AMONG the holpr monntaint high 
Is his foundation fast; 
T%6re seaied in his sanctuary, 
Bii tempk thert i$ placed. 
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2 Sion'g fair gates the Lord lorei moio 5 

Than all the dwellings fair . 
Of Jacobus land , though there he store^ 

And aU within his care, 
Z City of God, most glorious things 

Of thee abroad are spoke; ±q 

4 I mention Egypt, where proud Icings 

Did our forefathen yoke, 
I mention Babel to my ficiendsy 

Philistia fuU of scorn; 
And Tyre with Ethiop's titmott encZs, X5 

Lo this man there was bom: 

5 Bnt twice that praise shall in our ear 

Be said of Sion last; 
This and this man was bom in her; 
High Gbd shall An hor fast 20 

6 The Lord shaU write it in a scroll 

That ne'er shall be out-worn. 
When he the nations doth enroll, 
That thu man there was bora. ' 

7 Both they who sing, and they who dance, 25 

With sacred songs are there; 
Id thee fresh brooM and soft streams glance^ 
And im my fountains clear. 

PSALM LXXXTin. 

1 LORD God, that dost me iaye and keep, 

All day to thee I cry; 
^d all night long before thee weep. 
Before thee prostrate lie. 

2 Into thy presence let my pray^t 5 

With sighs devout ascend i 
And to my cries , that ceaseless are^ 
Thine ear with favour bend. 
8 For, doy'd with woes and trouble itore, 

SurchargM my soul doth lie; 10 

My life, at deatVs unoheerftd door^ 
Unto the graTo draws nigh. 

4 BeckonM I am with them that pass 

Down to the dismal pit; 
I am a man, but weak, algsl 15 

And for that name mifit 

5 From life dischargM and parted quite 

Among the dead to sleep; 
And like the slain in bloody ftghtf 

That in the graTe,lie deep, 20 

Whom thou rememberest no more, 

Dost never more regard, 
Them from thy hand deliverM o*ar, 

Death*s hideous house hath barred. 

6 Thou in the lowest pit profound 25 

Hast set me aUforlorn^ . 
Where thickest darkness haoeir% rounds 
In horrid deeps to matiHL 
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7 Thy wmth^fmn whUsh no ikeUer tav^. 

Full fofe doth pr«gg on me; 30 

Thou break'ft upon me all thy wa^et. 
And all thy wayes break me. 

8 Thou dost my friends from me eitrange^ 

And mak'st me odious. 
Me to them odious, fin' they change^ 35 

And I here pent up thus. 
9 Through sorrow, and affliction gree^ 
Mine eye grows dim and dead; 
Lord, all the day I thee entreaty 

My hands to tiiee I spread. 40 

10 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead? 

Shall the deceased arise, 
And praise thee fi-om their hathstnne bed 
JVithpaie and hoUow eyes? 

11 Shall they thy loymg kmdness teU, 45 

On whom Uie graye hath hold ? 
Or they, who in perdition dweUy 
Thy fiuthfufaiess unfi>ld? 

12 In darkness can thy mighty hand 

Or wondrous acts be known? 50 

Tlu^ justice in the gloomy land 
Of dark obliyion? 
IS But I to thee, O Lord, do cry. 
Ere yet mjf W^ ^^ spent; 
And up to thee my prayV doth hie 55 

Each mom, and thee preyent. 
li Why wilt thou, Lord, my soul fbrsake, 
And hide thy lace from me, 

15 That am already bruis'd, and shake 

With terror sent from thee? 60 

Bmis*d and afflicted, and so low 

As ready to expire; 
While I thy terrors undago, 

AstonishM with thine ire. 

16 Thy flerce wrath oyer me doth flow; 65 

Thy threat*nings eat me through: 

17 All day they round about me go. 

Like waves they me pursue. 

18 Loyer ftnd friend thou hast rcmoy'd, 

And seyerM from me finr: 70 

Hiey fly me now whom I haye loy'd. 
And as in darknesi are. 

A PARAPHRASE ON PSALM CXIV. 

This and the foUowing Psalm were done by the Author 
at fifteen years old, 

WHEN the blest seed of Terah's fudifnl son. 

After long toil, their liberty had won; 

And past from Pharian fields to Canaan land. 

Led by the strength of the Almighty's hand; 

Jehoyah'f wonders were in braid shown, 5 
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His praiie anil glory was ia Inrael known. 
Tbat taw^ the troubled sea, and sluTering jQed, 
And sought to hide his frolfa-becurled head 
Low m the earth; Jordan's clear streaoM reooily 
As a faint host that hath reeeifd the foil. 10 

The high huge-bellied mountains skip , like rami 
Amongtt their ewes; the little hills, like lambs. 
Why fled the ocean? And why skipt the mountains? 
Why turned Jordan tow'rd his crystal fountams? 
Shake, Earth ; and at the presence be aghast 15 

Of Him that ever was, and aye shall last; 
That glassy floods from rugged rocks can cmsh, 
^d make toft rilla from fiery flint-stones, gush. 

PSALM CXXXVL 

LET OS, with a gladsome mind, 
Prabe the Lord, for he is kind; 

For his mercies aye endure. 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
Let us blaze his Name abroadi » 

For of gods he is the C[od. 

For his, etc 
O, let us his praises tell, 
Who doth the wrathful tyrants quelL 

For his, etc. 
WhO; with his miracles, doth maka 
Amazed hea^'n and earth to shake. 

For his, etc. 
Who, by his wisdom, did create 
The painted heaT*ns so full of state. 

For his, etc. 
Who did the solid earth ordain 
To rise aboTc the watery plain. 

For his, etc 
Who, by his all-commandinr might. 
Did fill the new-made world with light 

For his, etc. 
And caused the golden-tressed sun 
All the day long hk course to ran. 

For his, etc. 
The homed moon to shine by night, 
Amongst her spangled sisters bright 

For his, etc. 
I^ with his thunder-dasping hand. 
Smote the first4M>rtt of Egypt land. 

For his, etc. 
And, in despite of Pharaoh fell, 
He bronp^ht from thence his Israel. 

For his, etc 
The ruddy waires he deft hi twain 
Of the Erythraean main. 

For his, etc. 
The floods stood still, like waUs of giais. 
While the Hebrew bands did pass. 

For ids, etc 
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But fall soon they did devour 
The tawny kmg with all his power. 
« For his , etc. 
His chosen people he did bless 
In the wasteful wildemess. 

iFor his, etc. 
In bloody battle he bronght down 
Kings of prowess and renown. 

For his , etc. ^ 
He foilM bold Seon and his host, 
.That ml'd the Amoicean ooast 

For his, etc. 
And larg»4imb'd Og he did snbdn^ 
With all his OTer-hsadj crew. 

For his , etc. 
And to his servant Israel 
He gave their land , therdn to dwelL 

For his, etc. 
He hath , with a j^teona eye^ 
Bdield us in our misery. 

For his , etc. 
And freed us from the slavery 
Of the invading enemy. 

For his, etc. 
All living creatures he doth feed, 
And with fall hand supplies their need. 

For his , etc. 
Let us therefore warble forth 
His mighty miyesty and worth. 

For his, etc. 
That his mansion halfa on hi^ 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 

For his mercies aye endure, 

Ev<ar feithful, ever sore. 
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HiKG quae teqirantiir de auihore tefdmoida, tametei 
ipse intelligeiNU non tain de se quam supra se es8» dicte, 
eo quod praedaro iDgenio Tiri, nee non amiei ita fer6 
folent laudare, ut omnia suit potins Tirtutibua, quam Te- 
riteti congruentia nimis cupld^ affingaut, nolnit tamen ho- 
rum egregiam in se yoluntatem non esse notam; cum aUi 
praesertim ut it faceret magnopere suaderent. ]>nm enim 
nimiae laudis inyidiam totis ab se Tiribus amcditur, sibi- 
que quod plus aequo est non attributum esse mavulty ju- 
dicium interim hominuni cordatorum atqne illustrium quin 
summo sibi honori ducat, negare non potest. 

loatmes Baptiita Mannis^ MarcTUo FillensU^ Neapo^ 
UtanuSf ad loamiem MiUomkimy Anglvm. 

UT mens, forma, decor, fodes, mos, ei pietas mc, 
Non Ang^s, Teriun hercle angelus ipse fores. 

Ad loaimem MiUonem^ Anglum^ triplici Poeseos Lau- 

rea coronandum^ Chraeca nimirum^ Latinay alque He- 

trtaca^ Epigramma loarmh SaUilUj Bomani, 

CEDE Meles, cedat depressa Mineius uma; 

Sebetns Tassum desinat osque loqui; 
At Tbamesis fiotor ennods ferat altior undas, 

Nam per te, Milto, par tribos unns erit. 

jid Joannem MiUonwn, 

6RAGCIA Maeonidem, jactet sibi Roma Maronem, 
AngUa Miltonnm jactat utrique parem. 

Sblvagci. 

Al Signiar Gio. MiUeni^ Nobik Inglese. 
ODE. 

BR6IMI aU' Etra 6 Clio 

Perche di stelle intreccier6 eOrona 

Non pill del Biondo Dio 

La Fh>nde etema in Findo, e in Elieona 
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Diensi a morto maggior, maggf ori i firegi, 
A' celeste lirta celesti pregi. 

Non puo del tempo edaoe 
Rimaner preda, eterno alto Talore 
Non pao V oblio rapace 
Forar dalle memorie eccelso onore, 
Su r arco di mia cetra on dardo forte 
Virtik m'adatti, e ferird la inorte. 

Del Ocean profondo 

Cinta dagli ampi gorghi Anglia resiede 

Separata dal mondo, 

T&cd che il suo yalor I'omana eccede: * 

Qneita feconda sk produnre Eroi, 

Ch' hanno a ragion del sovroman tra mn. 

Alia yristk sbandita 

Danno ne i petti lor fido ricetto, 

?iiella ^11 h sol gradita, 
erche in lei aan trorar gkiia, e diloito; 
Ridillo tn, Giovanni, e mostra ki tanto 
Con tua Tera Tirt^ Tero il mio Canto. 
Lungi dal Patrio lido 
Spinse Zensi V industre ardente brama; 
Ch' udio d'Helena il grido 
Con aorea tromba rimbombar la faoKiy 
£ per poterla effigiare al paro 
Dalle pill belle Idee trasse 11 piii raro. 
Cotk FApe Ingegnosa 
Trae eon indnstria il suo liqaor pregiat^ 
Del giglio e dalla rosa, 
£ quanti Taghi fieri ornano il prato; 
Formano un dolce soon diTerse Chorde^ 
Fan vane voci melodia concorde. 
Di bella gloria amenta 
Milton dal Ciel natio per Tarie parti 
Le peregrine piante 
Volgesti a ricercar sdenve, ed arti; 
Del Gallo regnator Tedesti i Regni, 
£ dell' Italia ancor gP Eroi piii degnL 
Fabro qnasi divino 
Sol Tirtii rintraociando il tao peniiero 
llde in ogni confine 
Chi di nobil valor calca il sentiero; 
L' ottimo dal miglior dope sceeliea 
Per fabbricar d'ogni virtu Tldea. 
Qnanti nacqnero In Flora 
O in lei del parlar Tosco appresar rarie» 
La cui memoria onora 
II mondo fatta etema in dotte carte, 
Volesti ricercar per tuo tesoro, 
£ parlasti con lor nell* opre lore. 
NeU' altera Babefle 
?ter t6 U parlar confoie Giove In .mo, 
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Che per (varie faTelle 

Di se stesia trbfeo cadde sa '1 piano: 

Ch' Ode oltr' all Anglia il suo pin degno -Idioma 

Spagna, Francia, Toscana, e Greda, e Roma. 

I pill profondi arcanl 

Ch' occalta la natura e in delo e in terra 

Ch' k ingegni soirumaDi 

Troppo avaro tal* hor gli chinde, e semiy 

Chiaramente conosci, e giungi al fine 

Delia moral Tirtude al gran confine. 

Non batta il tempo V ale, 

Fermifli immoto, e in un fermin si gV anni, 

Che di Yirtit immortale. 

Scorron di troppo ingioriosi a i danni; 

Che 8*(^re degne di poema o storia 

Foron gia, Tluii preaenti aUa memoria. 

Dammi tua dolce Cetra 

Se Tuoi ch'io dica del tno dolce eaoto, 

Ch' inaliandoti all' Etra ^ 

Di farti hnomo celeste ottiene il Tanto, 

II Tamigi il dir4 che gl' e concesso 

For te sno dogo parreggiar Permeiso. 

lo o die in riva del Amo 

Tento spiegar too merto alto^ e predaro 

So che fatico indamo, 

E ad ammirar,. nan a lodarlo imparo ; 

Freno dunqae la lingua, e ascolto il core 

Che ti prende a lodar con lo stupore. 

Dd Sig. Antonio Francini, GentUhnomo Fiorentino. 



lOANNI MILTONI 

LONDINENSI 

Juy&d Fatria^ wtutibiu eximio. 

VIRO qui rnvXtSL peregrinatione, studio cnncta orbis terra- 
rum loca perspexit, ut noTuli Ulysses omnia ubique ab 
omnibus ap^rehenderet : 

PolyglottOy in ciqus ore linguae jam deperditae sic 
reyiTiscunt, nt idiomata omnia sint in ejus laudibus In- 
faounda; £t jure ea 'percallet, ut admirationes et plan- 
sus popidorum ab propria sapientia excitatos, intelligat: 

DB, cnjus animi dotes corporisque sensus ad admiratio- 
nem commovent, et pbr ipsam motum cuique auferont; 
ay us opara ad plausns hortantur, sed venustate Tocem 
laudatoribus adimunt. 

Cni in memoria totos orbis; inintdleeta sapientia; in to- 
Inntate ardor gloilae; la or« doquentia; harmonioos eoe- 
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lestiiunsphaerarumsonitusastvoBoinia^aceaadienti; chara- ] 

oteres mirabilium naturae per f^uos Dei inagnitudo de- |\ 

ecribitnr magistra philosophia l^enti; antiqiiUatiiin lar« V 

tebras, Tctastatis excidia, erudltionis ambagei, comite jV 

asgidna aatoriim lectione^ ^ 

Exquirenti, restanranti, perciirrentii. % 

At cur nitor ib ardunm? ^ 

nil in cigus Tirtntibus evulgandis ora Famae nea ^suf-^ 
ficiant, nee hominum stupor in laudandit satis est, reve- 
rentiae et amoris ergo hoc ejus meritis debitum admira^ 
tionis tributum offert Carolus Datmi > Patricias Floren- 
tinusy 

Tanto homini serros, tantae Tlrtdtis amatoHf. 



ELEGIABUM 

LIBER PRIMUS. 



SLEGIA PRIMA. 

Ad Carolum Deodatum. 

TANDEM, cbare, tuae mihi pervenere tabellae^ > 

Pertnlit el Toces nuncia dHurta tuas; 
Pertulit occidud Derae Cestf^sis ab nr^ 

Vergiviuw prono qnk petit amne sahim. 
Multiim, crede, juvat terras aiaisse remotas 

Pectus annriis nostri, tamque fidele et^nt, 
Quodque mihi lepidom tellus longinqaa sodsAem 

Debet, at undebrevi reddere jussa Telit. « 
Me tenet urbs reflnft quam Thamesis alluit and^y 

Meque nee invitum patria dulcis habet. 
Jam nee arundiferum mihi cura rovisere Gamum, 

Nee dudum Tetiti me laris angit amor. 
Nuda nee arra placent, umbrasque negantia molleii^ 

Quam male Phoebicolis conyenit ille locus ! 
Nee duri libet usque minas proferre magistrl 

Caeteraque Ingenio non subennda meo. 
Si sit hoc exilinm patrios adiisse penates, 

Et vacuum ouris oiia grata sequi, 
Non ego Tel prbfugi nomen sortemve recoso^ 

Laetus et exiiii conditione fruor. 
O utinam Tates nnnqnam graviora tuUsseft 

Die Tomitano flebilis exul agro; 
Non tunc lonio quicquam cessisset Homero, 

Neve foret victo laus tibi prima Maro. 
Tempera nam licet hie placid is dare libera Musis, 

Et totnm rapiuBt me mea rita libri. 
Excipit hinc fessum sinnosi pompa 4heatri, 

Et Tocat od pHuuof. garrola aeeaa sues. 

P 3 
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Sen catofl auditor fenior, leu prodirai haeni^ 

Sen procnl, ant potittt caitide nmeg adert^ 
SiTe decennali foecandm lite patroniu 
Detonat iaculto barbara Terba foro! 
Saepe yafer gnato succnnit eervut amaDtii 

Et nasum rigidi fallit ubiqae patris; 
Saepe qotos llUc Tirro mirata oiloros 

Quit sit amor netcit, dtim quoque nescit, amat. 
SiTe ementatnin fnriofa Tragoedia iceptram 

Qaaiiat, et effdsfg crinibus ors^ rotat; 
Et dole! et specto, juvat et spectasse dolendo, 

Interdum et lacrymis dulcis amaror inest: 
Sen puer infelix indelibata reliquit 

Gaudia, et abmpto flendut anore cadit» 
Seu ferus h tenebris iterat Stjga Grimtois oltor 

Gonscia fnnereo pectora torre movens. 
Sen moeret Pelopeia domiui, gea nobtUt Ui, 

Aot Init iBcestoi aula Creontli aTot. 
Sed neqne sab tecto temper nee in nrbe tatemud, 

Irrita nee nobir tempora Teris epnt. 
Not qnoqne lacnt habet vicing coneitnfl n\m6, 

Atqae tubmrbani nobilis ombni loci. 
Saepiof bio blandai spirantia sidera flaimnaa 

Virgineoe irideai praeteriifie ehorog. 
Ah quotiet dignae stnpni miracnla formae 
Quae pofait senium Tel reparare JoTif ! 
Ah quoties Tidi luperantia lumina gemmaiy 

Atqoe faeet qa«tq«oi Tolnt i^erque pdo*; . 
Collaqne bk tItI Pelopis quae brachia Tincaiii» 

Quaeqoe floit pur» nectaiyB tineta vi», 
Et decns eximinm frontis, tremulosque capilIo% 

Aurer quae fallax retia teniKt Amor; 
raiacef que genai, ai quoe hyacinthina tordflt 

Purpura* el ipte tui florif, Adoni, rubor 1 
Cedite landatae toties Heroidei olim, 

Et qu^ffcunque Tagum cepit arnica JoTem. 
Cedite Achaemeniae turrits fironte piieUae, 

Et quoft Susa oolunt, Blemnoaiamque Ninon* 
Vos enam Danaae faices submittite Nymphae^ 

Et T08 Iliacae, Romuleaeque nums. 
Nee Pompeianai Tarpeia Musa col^muiaa 
Jactet, et Auioniis plena theatra ttolii. 
Gloria Virginibuf debetur prima Britannif * 

Exteim sat tibi ait foemina posie tequi. 
Tuque urbs Dardaniit Londinum ttructa ooloaia 

Turrigerum latd contpicienda caput, 
Tn nimium fells intra tua moenia claudis 
Quiequid formosi ^dulus orbis habet. 
Non tibi tot coela t cmtillant astra tereno 

Endymioneae turba ministra deae, 
Qttot tibi eonspicnae formdque aur^que pnellae 

Per mediat radiant tuitba Tidenda Tias. 
Creditnr hue geminis Tenisse iuTeota Columbia 

Alma pharetrigero milite dncta Venut, 
Bale CnidoBy et riguaa Simoentit flnmine TaUei» 
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Haic PaphoA, et Toseara pogtbabitora Cjpvon. f^ 4 

Ast ego, dum pueri sinit indalgentia caeci, . \ ' 

Moenia qu^ siibitd liDqnere faasta patd; ^ 

£t Titare procul malefid«ie infomia Gircds \ 

Atria, divini Molyos iisas ope. 
Stat qaoque jimoosas Cami iroDieare palodeg, '^ 

Atqae iterum rancae nmramv adire Scholae* \ 

Interea fidi parrom cape manus amici, { 

Faucaqae in alteniog verba eoacta modog. 



ELEGIA SECOND A. 
ANNO AETATIS ll 

In ohiium Praecofdi Academici Cantahrigientii, m 

T£, qai coodpicmu bacido fnlgente solebas 

Paliadium toties ore ciere gregem. 
Ultima praeconiim praecouem te quoqoe saeva 

Mors rapit, officio neo faret ipsa suo. 
Gandidiora licet fdennt tibi tempera plmnfa 

Sab qnibns accipiAiag delitoisse Jovora, 
O dignos tamen Haemonio jaTeneecere succo, 

Dignas in Aesoniog Tivere posse dies, 
Dignos quern Stygiis medioi revocaret ab nndis 

Arte Coronidesy saepe rogante dea. 
Tu si jussos eras acies accire togatas, 

Et cder k m>oebo nnntins ire Jao, 
Talis in Iliacfl stabat Cyllenins aula 

Alipes, aetherea missus ab arce Patris. 
Talis et Enrybates ante ora fnrentis Acbillei 

Rettidit Atridae jussa seyera duels. 
Magna sepulcbromm regina, satelles Averniy 

Saera nimis Musis, Palladi saeva nimis, 
Quin illos rapias qui pondus inutile terrae! 

Turba quidem est telis ista petenda tuis. 
Vestibus hone igitnr pnllis Academia luge, 

Et madeant lachrjmis nigra feretra tuis. 
Fnndat et ipsa modes querebunda Elegeia trlstes, 

Fenonet et totis naenia moe&ta scholis. . 



ELEGIA T E R T I A. 
ANNO AETATIS 17. 

In cbitum PraesuUa Wtntonieiuif. 

MOESTUS eram, et tacitus, nolle eomitante, sedebaniy 

Haerebantque anime tristia plura meo, 
Protinus en subiit funestae cladis imago 

Fedt in Angliaco quam Libitina solo; 
Dam piocenffli ingieisa est splendentet marmore tome, 
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Dira sepnldiraU norg metoetida fate; 
PolsaTitqae amro gnmdof et jaspide mnros. 
Nee metnit satrapam eternere Mce greges. 
Tunc memini ctariqne dncis^ fratrieque Terendl 

IntempestiTis ossa cremata rogfis: 
est memini Heream qnos Ttdit ad aethera raptot, 

FleTit et amigsos Belgia tota dace0. 
At te praecipae luxi dignisdme Praesii], 

Wmtoniaeque oltm gloria magna tnae; 
Delicui fletu, et tristi sic ore qnerebar. 

Mors fera Tartareo diTa-secimda Jovi, 
Nonne satis qnod sylra tnas persentiat iras, 
£t qnod in hwbosos jus iXbi detnr agrosi 
Qnodqne afflata tno marcescant lilia tabo, 

Et crocus, et pnlchrae Cypridi sacra rosa, 
Nee slnis, ut semper flnvio contcrmina querent 

Miretur lapsns praetereuntis aquae ? 
Et tibi snccambit liquido quae plorima codo 

Erehitur pemiis quamlibet augur avis, 
Et quae mille nigris errant animalia sylvis, 

Et qnot alunt mutum Proteos antra pecus. 
InTida, tanti tibi cum sit concessa potestas; 

Quid juvai humansi tingere caede manus? 
Nobileque in pectus certas acuisse sagittas, 

Semidearoque animam sede fugasse sud? 
lUia dum l^crymans alto sub ^ctore volvo, 

Roscidus occiduis He^ems exit aquis, 
Et Tartessiaco submerserat aequore currum 

Phoebus, ab eoo littore mensns iter. 
Nee mora, membra eavo posui refovenda cubill, 

Condiderant ocules noxque soporque meos : 
Cum mihi visas eram lato spatiarier agro. 

Hen nequit ingenium visa referre meum. 
Ulic punice^ radiabant omnia luce, 

Ut matutino cum jnga sole rubent. 
Ac veluti cum pandit opes Thaumantia prdes, 

Vestitu nitnit muUicolore solum. 
Non dea tam variis ornavit floribns hortos 

Alcinoi, Zephyro Chloris amata levi. 
Flnmina vemantes lambunt argentea campos, 

Dittor iilesperio flavet arena Tago. 
Serpit odoriferas per opes levis aura Favoni, 

Aurr sub innumeris humida nata rosis, 
Talis in extremis terrae Gangetidis oris 

Luciferi regis fingitur esse domus. 
Ipse racemiferis dum densas vittbus nmbras 

Et pellucentes miror nbtqne locos, 
Ecce mihi subito Praesul Wintonius astat, 

Sidereum nitido fulsit in ore jubar; 
Vestis ad auratos deflusit Candida talos, 

Infnla divinnm cinxerat alba ^aput. 
Dumqne senex tali incedit venerandus amleto, 

Intremuit laeto iiorea terra sono. 
Agmina gemmatis plaudunt coelestia pennit, 

Pura triumphal! personat ftc^ra tub^. 
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Qaisqne noTimi amplexu condtem cantnqne mlatat^ ^ 

Hofque aliqafg pladdo Biitit ab ore sodos; 
Nate Teni, et patrii feliz cape gaadia regni, * 

Semper abhine dnro, nate, labore Taca. 
Dixit, et aligerae tetigemnt nablia tamuu^ 

At miiii cum tenebris aurea piilsa qnies. 
Flebam tnrbatof Cephateiil pellice lomnofy 

Talia oontiDgant somiiia saepe wShL 



ELE6IA QUART A. 

ANNO AETATIS 18. 

Ad Thomam Jtintiim, Praeceptorem suum ^ apud Merea- 

tarea AngUcoSy Hamhurgae agentety PastorU Mu- 

nere fungentem, 

CURRE per immeiiram gabito mea llttera poBtmn, 

I, pete Teatonicos laeve per aequor agros; 
Segnes nmipe morat, et nil, precor, ebi^t eimtiy 

At feitinantis nil ^remoretar iter* 
Ipse ego Sicanio fraenantem carcere Tcntos 

Aeolon , et Tiridei Mllicitabo Deon, 
Caemleamqae suit comitatam Dorida Nyraphif, 

Ut tibi dent placidam per ma regna Tiam. 
At to , gi poterig , ceiereg tibi gone joffaleg, 

Tecta quibug CMchis fdgit ab ore Tiri; 
Ant qneig Triptolemug Scjthicag deyenit in oiM 

Gratng Elengimk miggng ab urbe pner. 
Atqne nbi Germanas flarere Tidebig arenag 

Ditig ad Hanubnrgae moenia flecte gradnm, 
Dicitnr occiso qnae ducere nomen ab HamA 

Cimbrica queni fertnr dara dedigge neeL 
ViTit ibi antiqnae clam* pietalig honore 

Praegnl Chrigticobig pagcere doctng oTeg; 
Die qnidem egt amiae plngqnam pan altera nostrae, 

Dimidio Titae Tirere cogor ego. 
Hei mihi qnot pelagi , qnot monteg inteijecti 

Me facinnt alid parte carere mei ! 
Charior ille mihi qn&m tn doctiggime Qrainm 

Cliniadi , pronepog qni Telamonig erat; 
Qn^qne Stag^riteg eenerogo magnng alnmnoy 

Quern peperlt Lybico Ghaonig alma JoTi. 
Qnalig Amyntorideg, qnalis liiilyr^ng Htros 

Myrmidonnm regi , talig et ille mihi. 
Primng ego Aonios illo praeennte reoeggna 

Lngtrabam , et bifidi gacra ^ireta jngi, 
Pieriogqne hangi laticee , Oioqne favente, 

Cagtalio gpargi laeta ter era mero. 
Flammeng at gignnm ter Tiderat arietia Aethen, 

Indnxitqne anro lanea terva noTO, 
Bigqne noTO terram spargign CaUori Mnkm 

Gnunine, biiqae taai abftnlk AMtcr opeai 
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Necdmn <yiui licnit mihi lamimi paieere Toltu, 

Aut liDg^uae dulces aure bibifse tonoi. 
Tade'igitur, ciiniiqiie Eumm praeverte soDomniy 

Qiiiin sit opua monitis res docet, ipsa Tidoi. 
Inveoies dulci cum coinage fort^ sedeotem, 

Malcentem gremio pignora chara rao, 
Foraitao aat Tetemm praelarga Tolmnina patnnn 

Venantem, aat veri biblia Mcra Dei, 
Caelestive animas gatarantem rore tettellas, 

(»rande salotiferae reiigionis opus. 
Utqae tolet^ maltam nt dicere cam galnteniy 

Dicere qaam decnit, si modo adesset, bemfn. 
Haec quoque paalam ocnlos in humum defixa modeftoa 

Verba Terecando sif memor ore loqui : 
Haec tibiy si teneris vacat inter praelia Musis, 

Mittit ab Aagliaco littore fida manus. 
Accipe sinceram , qnamvis sit sera , salutem ; 

Fiat et hoc ipso gratior ilia tibi. 
Sera quidem, sed rera fait, quam casta reoepit 

Icaru k lento Fenelopeia Tiro. 
Ast cip^o quid Tolni manifestnm tollere crimen. 

Ipse quod ex oomi parte levare neqnit? 
Arguitnr tardus meritd, ooxamqne fatetur, 

Et pudet officium deseruisse snum. 
Tu mod6 da Teniam fasso, -veniamque roganti, 

Crimina diminui, quae patuere, solent. 
Mon ferus in paiidos rictas diducit biantes^ 

Vnlnifico pronos nee rapit nngne leo. 
Saepe sarissiferi cmdelia pectora Tbracis 

Supplicis ad moestas delicnere preces. 
Extensaeque manus avertunt fdlminis ietus, 

Piacat et iratos hostia parva Deos. 
lamque diu scripsiise tibi fnit impetus illi, 

Nere moras ultra ducere passos Amor. 
Nam vaga Fama refert, heu nuntia Tera malorum! 

In tibi finitimis bella tamere locis, 
Teque tuamque urbem truoolento mUite cingi^ 

Et iam Saxonicos arma parasse duces. 
Te drcum ]&th campos populatur Enyo, 

Et sata came Tir&hi jam cmor arva rigat; 
Germanisque suum concessit Thracia Martem, 

lUuc Odrysios Mars pater egit equos; 
Perpetuoque comans jam defloresoit oUya, 

Fugit et aerisonam Diva perosa tubam*, 
Fugit io terris, et jam non ultima Tirgo 

Creditor ad superas justa volasse domes. 
Te tamen interei belli circumsonat horror, 

Vivis et ignoto solus inopsqu^ solo ; 
Et, tibi quam patrii non exhibuere penates^ 

SSede peregrin^ ^piaeris egenus opem. 
Patria dura parens, et saxb saeyioc albis 

Spumem quae pulsat littoris unda tui, 
Siccine'te decet mnocuos exponere foetus, 

Siccine in extemam ferrea eogis humum, 
Et sinis at tenis quaerant alimciita remotia 
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Qaos tibi prospiciais iiBf erat ipse Deof^ 
Et qui laeta fenint de co^ mintiay quiqua 

Qme Tia poet cineres ducat ad aatra, docent? 
Digna qnidfem Stygiis quae Tivas clansa tenebi^, 

Aeterndque animae digna perire ferae! 
Haud aliter Tates terrae Thesbitidis olim 

Pressit inaflBueto deria tesqua pede, 
Pesertasque Arabura salebras, dum regis Acbabi 

Eifugit atque taae, Sidoni dira, mauuf. 
Talis et horrisono laceratus membra flagello, 

Panlus ab Aemathid pellitur urbe Gilix. 
Piseosaeqne ipsmn Gergessae dvis Knaa 

Finibns ingratus jnssit abire suis. 
At tu Bume aninios, uec spes cadat aiuna cuis, 

Nee tna coueutiat decolor ossametns.- 
Sis etenim quamiris fulgeutibns obeitns amiiiy 

Intententque tibi nuUia tela necem, 
At nullis Tel inerrae latns fiolabitur armis. 

Deque tuo cuspis nulla cruore bibet. 
Namqae erU ipse Del radiante Bub aegide tutus, 

lUe tibi custos , et pugil ille tibi } 
nie Slonaeae qui tot sub moenibns arcia 

Assyrios fodit nocte silente viros; 
Inqne fagam Tertit quos in Samaritidas oraa 

Misit ab antiquis prisca Damascus agris, 
Terruit et densas pavido cum rege cobortw, 

Aere dum Tacno bucdna darn sonat, 
Cornea pulTereum dura Terberat ongula eampuu, 

Curms arenosam dum qnatit actus humum, 
Anditnrque hinnitus eqoorum ad bella ruentiimy 

Et fitrepitus ferri, murmuraqne alta virilm. 
Et tu Cquod superest miseris) sperare memento, 

Et tua magnanimo peotore vince mala; 
Nee dubites quandoque foni melioribus anms, 

Atque iterom patriot posse Tidere lares* 



E L EG I A Q U I N T A. 
ANNO AETAHS, 20. 

In advenium veris. 

I» «e perpetno Tenpiis rerolobile gyro 
jam rerocat Zepfajros Tere tepente noTOs; 

ndoiturque broTcm Tellus reparata jnventam, 
lamqne solnta gelu dnlce Tirescit bnmus, 

Fallor? an et nobis redeunt in earmina Tires, 
IngMiiumque mibi munefo Tens adest? 
^P ▼•"• adest, iterumque Tigesdt ab illo 

r S?*" P"^) ^H"^^ aliqnod jam sibi poscit opns, 
*^".?"'® ®*^'>^? bifidumque cacumen oberrat, 
J!.t mihi Pyrenen somnia nocte ferunt; 

u>nGitaque areano ferrcal mibi pectora inoto, 
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Et fdrw, et soBitas me lacer inika agit * 
Delias ipse Tenit, Yideo PeneSde lauto 

Implicitos crines, IMibs ipse Temt 
lam mihi memi liqmdi raptator in ardaa oodi, 

Perqne vagas aabes oorpoie liber eo; 
Perqne mnbras , perqoe antra f eror penetralia TatmD» 

Et mihi fona pateoft interiora DeAm; 
Intuiturqoe anfomis toto ^d a^tnr Olympo, 

Nee fbgiunt ocnlos Taiiara caeca meos. 
Qnid tam gnande sonat distonto spiritiu ore? 

Quid parit haec mines, qnid sacer iste fnror? 
Ver mihi, qnod dedit ingeninm, caatobitnr Ule; 

Frofamint isto reddita dinia mode, 
lam Fhilomaki tnos feliis adoperta novellis 

Institnis modnlos, dnm siiet omne nemnt« 
Uihe ego , tn syWs^ simol inci|^amas ntriqno, 

Et rimid adventom Teris nterqne canat* 
Teris io rediere. prices, ceMremni honores 

Veris, et hoc subeat Musa perennis opus, 
lam sol Aethiopas fngiens Hdioniaqne arTa^ 

Flectit ad ^rctoas anrea lora plagas. 
Est breve noctb iter, breris est mora noctis opacae, 

Horrida cam tenebris ezulat iHa mis. 
lamque Lycaomns planstmm coeleste Bootes 

Mon length sequtar fessos nt ante Ti&; 
Nnnc etiam solitas circum Jotib atria toto 

Excnbias agitant sidera rara f olo. 
Nam dolps, et caedes, et vis cam nocte reoessit^ 

Neve Gigantemn Dii timn«» scehis. 
Forte aliquis set^nli recubans in i^ice pastor, 

Roscida com primo sole mbesdt humus, 
Hac , ait, ,haG eesik earoiati nocte puellsL 

Fhoebe tnsL, cdores quae retineret equos. 
Laeta snas repetit sylvas, pharetramque resanut 

Cynthia , Luciferas nt Ttdet alta^ rotas, 
Et tennes ponens radios gaudere Tidetur 

Officium fieri tam brere fratris ope. 
Desere, Fhoebns ait, thalamos Aurora seniles. 

Quid juvat effoeto procubuisse toro ? 
Te manet Aflplides Tlridi Tonator in herba, 

Surge, tnos ignes altus Hymettus habet. 
FlaTa verecnndo dea crimen in ore fatetur, 

Et matutinos ocius urget equos. 
Exuit invisam Tellus rediviTa senectam, 

Et cupit amplexns Fhoebe subire tnos; 
Et cupit , et digna est , quid enim formosins ilia, 

Fandit nt omniferos luxuriosa sinus, 
Atque Arabum spirat messes, et ah ore venusto - 

Mitia cum Faphiis fundlt amoma rosis! 
Ecce coronatur sacro frons ardaa laco, 

Cingit nt Idaeam pinea turris Opim; 
Et Tario madidos intexit flore capillos, 

Floribus et visa est posse placere suis. 
Floribus effuses ut erat redimita capillos 

Tenario placnit diva Sicana Deo» 
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Aspice Phoebe ftibi fadlet hortanti» omoteBf 

Mellitasme movent flamina verna preces, 
Ginnameil Zephyrns leve plaudit odoriftr aid 

Blanditiasqne tibi ferre Tidentar ares. 
Kec Bine dote tuos temeraria quaerit amoxei 

Terra, nee optatoi poscit egena toroi, 
Alma salotiferam medicos tibi gramen in osiuf 

Praebet, et hinc titolos adjaTat ipsa tuos. 
Quod si te pretiura , si te f ulgentia tangunt 

Munera, (muneribus saepe coemptns Am«r) 
Dla tibi ostentat quascunque sub aequoie Taalo^ 

£t superinjectis montibus abdit opes. 
Ah qnoties cum tn clivoso fessus Oljmpe 

In vespertinas praecipitaris aquas. 
Cur te, inquity cursu langnentem Phoebe diumo 

Hesperiis recipit Caerula mater aquis? 
Quid tibi cum Tethy ! Quid cum- Tartegside Ijoiph^ 

I^ia quid immundo perhiis era salo? 
Frigora Phoebe me^ melius captabis in umbri 

Hue ades , ardenipi imbue rore comas^ 
Mollior egelidd Tenlet tibi sominut in herbd. 

Hue ades, et gremio lumina pene meo. 
Qudque jaces circum mulcebit lepe susorrana 

Aura per humentes corpora fusa rosas. 
Nee me (credo mihi) terreot SemdUeia fata^ 

Nee Phaetonteo fumidus axis equo; 
Com tu Phoebe tuo sapientius uteris igni^ 

Hoc ades , et gremio lumina pone meo^ 
Sic Tellus lasciva sues suipirat amores^ 

Matrls in exemplum eaetera turba runni. 
Nnnfc etenim toto currit vagus orbe Cupidoi 

Languentesque fovet solis ab igne facep* 
Insonuere novis lethalia comua nervis, 

Triste micant ferro tela corusca novo. 
Jamque Tel invictam tentat superasse Dianan^ 

Quaeque sedet sacro Vesta pudica foco^ 
Ipsa senescentem reparat Venus annua fonBam^ 

Atque iterum tepido creditor orta marL 
Marmoreas juTenet clamant Hymenaee per wbet/ 

Littus 10 Hymen, et cava saxa sonant. 
Cultior ille venit tunic^ue decentior aptd, 

Puniceum redolet vestis odora orocmn. 
Egreditorque frequens ad amoeni gaudia T6rk 

Virgineos auro cincta puella sinus. 
Votum est cuique suum, votum est tamen onmiboi 

Vt sibi qnem cupiat, det Cytherea virum. 
Nunc quoqne septend modulator arnndine pastor, 

Et sua quae juncat carmina Phyllis habet. 
Navita nocturne placat sua sidera cantu, 

Delphinasqne leves ad vada sqpima vocat^ 
Jupiter ipse alto cum conjuge ludit Olyrapo, 

Convocat et famulos ad su^ festa Deos, 
Nunc etiam Satyri cum sera crepuscula snrgurtt 

Pervolitant celeri ilorea rura choro, 
Sylranusqpie pud cypacis^i ironte revinctus^ 

Q 
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Semicaperqne Deng, senlideogqiie caper. 
Qnaeqae sub arboribus Drjades latuere YetaeiSa 

Per joga , per Mlaf expatiaatnr agros. 
Per tata luxoriat fmtieetaqae MaenaliiM Pao, 

Viz Cybele mater, Tix sibi tata Ceres; 
Atqne aUqoara cupidas praedatur Oreada FamnUi 

Consulit in trepidos dnm sibi nympha pedes, 
Jamque latet, latitansqne cnpit male tecta Tideri, 

Bt fngit, et fdgiens perveUt ipsa capi. 
Dli qnoqne non dubitant coeio prneponere sjlvas 

Et soa qnisque aibi numina incus habet, 
£t sua quisqne din sibi nnmina Incns habeto. 

Nee Tus arborea dii precor ite domo. 
Te referant miseris te Jnptter aurea terris^ 

Saecla, qnid ad nimlios aspera tela redis? 
Tn saltern ient^ rapidos age Phoebe jngales 

Qak potes, et sensim tempora Teris eant; 
Pmmaqne prodnctai tard^ ferat hispida ooctes, 

Ingniat et noitro serior umbra polo. 



ELE6IA SEXTA, 

Jd Carohtm Deodatum^ ruri commorantemf 

qm cvm Idibus Decemb. scripsisset, et stM camUna excvrr 
sari po8tul€^€t , si solito minus essent bona, quod inter 
lavtitias, quibus erat ab amicis exceptus, haud sotit 
felicem ^operam Mttsia dare se posse affirmabatf hoc 
habuit responsum. 

WTTO tibi sanam non pleno Tentre satntem, 

na tn distento fortd carere potes. 
At tna quid nostram prolectat Mnsa camoenam, 

Nee sinit optatas posse sequi tenebras? 
CSarmine scire Telis qnkm te redamemqne colamque, 

Grede mihi, Tix hoc carmine scire queas, 
Nam neque noster amor modulis indnditur arctis. 

Nee yenit ad clandos integer ipse pedes. 
QnJim bene solennes epulas, hilaremque Decembrim, 

Festaque coelifdgam quae colnere Deum, 
Delieiasqnevrefers, hyberni gaudia mris, 

Haustaque per tepidos GiJiica musta focos! 
Quid quereris refugam Tino dapibnsqiie poesin? 

Carmen amat Bacchum, carmina Bacdius ama^ 
Nee pudutt Phoebnm virides gestasse corymbo8| 

Atque hederam lauro praeposuisse suae. 
Saepius Aoniis clamayit collibus Euoo 

Mista Tliyonep turba noTena choro. 
Naso Corallaeis mala carmina misit ab agris: 

Non illic epulae , non teta Titis erat. 
Qnid nisi vina, rosasqne racemiferumque Ljaeoni 

Cantayft brOTibos Teia Musa modis? 
Pindaricosque inflat numeros Teuraesius Euan, 

Et vedplet snmptum pagiiM| qaaeqii& meram ; 
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Dam gratis evraso cnrrus crepat axe snpinus, \^ 

£t Tolat Eleo pidyere fuscut eqacs. ^^ 

Qnadrimoque madens Lyricen Romanus laccho ^ 

Dalce canit Glyceran, flaTicomanque Chloen. 
Jam qaoqne laota tibi generoso menta parata 

Mentis alit Tires, iDgeninmqae fovet. 
Massica foecmidam ^espumant pocola venam, 

Fandis et ex ipso condita metra cado. 
Addimus his artes, fusumqneper intima Fhoebun 

Corda, farent mii Bacchus, Apollo, Ceres. 
Sciliced hand mirum tarn dulcia carmina per to 

Nmnine composite tres peperisse Deos. 
Nunc qaoque Thressa tibi caelato barbitos anro 

Insonat argntd molliter ivta manu; 
Auditurque chelys suspensa tapetia circum, 

Virgineos tremuld quae regat arte pedes. * 

nia tuas saltern teneant spectacula Musas, 

£t roTocent, qaantara crapuia pellit iners. 
Crede mihi, dum psallit ebur, comitataqae plectrum 

Implet odoiatos festa chorea tholos, 
Percipies tacitum per pectora. serpere Phoebum, 

Quale rqientinns permeat ossa calor, 
Perque puellares oculos digitnmque sonantem 

Irruet in totos lapsa Thalia sidus. 
Namque Elegia leiris raultorum cura Deorum est, 

Et Tocat ad numeros quemlibet ilia sues; 
liber adest, elegis, Eratoque, Ceresque, Vemuqae, 

Et cum purpurea matre tenellus Amor, 
Talibus inde licent coniriTia larga poetis, 

Saepius et Teteri commaduisse mere. 
At qui bella refert, et adulto sub Jove coelum, 

Heroasque pios, semideosque duces, 
Et nunc sancta canit snperum consulta deorum, 

Nunc latrata fero regna prof un^ cane, 
nie quidem parc^ Samii pro mor^magistri 

ViTat, et innocuos praebeat herba cibos; 
Stet prope fagineo pellucida lympha catiUo, 

Sobriaque ^ puro pocula fonte bibat. 
Additor huic scelerisque Taoans , et casta juTentus, 

Et rigidi mores, et sine labe manus. 
Quails Teste nitens sacrd, et lustralibus undis 

Surgis ad infensos augur iture Deos. 
Hoc ritu Tixisse ferunt post rapta sagacem 

Lumina Tirpsian, Ogygiuraque Linon, 
Et lare devote prof ugum Galchanta, senemque 

Orpheon edomitis sola per antra feris; 
Sic dapis exiguus, sic rivi potor Hon^ma 

Dulichium Texit per fireta longa Tirum. 
Et per monstrificam Perseiae Phoebados aulam, 

Et Tada foemineis insidiosa sonis, 
Perque tuas rex ime domos , ubi sanguine nigro 

Dicitur umbramm detinuisse greges. 
Diis etenim sacer est Tatee, dirdmque sacerdoa, 

Spirat et occuHum pectus, et era JoTem. 
At tu siqnid agam scitibere ^ nodd aaUem 

Q « 



364 POEM ATA. 

i I I I ' I I aaeesgaBBsa 't ' 



Esee potas tanti noscere si qaid agam) 
Facifernm canimns coelesti semine regem, 

Faustaqne sacratis saecula pacta libris, 
Tagitnmque Dei, et stabulantem paupere tecto 
. Qai suprema iao cum patre regna colit, 
Stelliparumqne polum, modalantesqae aethere tumias, 

£t 8ubit6 elisos ad soa fana Deos. 
Dona quideni dedimiu Christi natalibns ilia, 

Ilia sttb aurerani ha. raihi prima tulit. 
Te quoqne pre^sa manent patriis meditata clcu^ 

Ta nuhi , cui recitem , judids instar eris. 



ELE6IA SEPTIMA, 
ANNO AETATIfi 19. 

NONDUM blanda tttas leges Amathusia ndram, 

Et Paphio Taciraiii pectus ab igne fqit, 
Saepe cupidioeas , puerilia tda , sagittas, 

Atqae taam sprevi maxime namen Araor. 
Ta puer imbelles dixi transfige columbas, 

CoRTMiuDt tenero mollia bella daci. 
Aiit de passeribas tamidos sgo, parre, triuinphea, 

Haec sunt militiae digna trophaea taae* 
In ffenus hamaniini quid inania dirigis arma? 

Non valet in fofCes isia pbaretra Tiros. 
Non tulit hoc Cjprias, (neqne enim Devs alios ad iras 

Promptior) et daplici jam ferui igne calet. 
Ter erat, et samoMie radians per colmina villae 

Attiilerat primam lax tibi Maie diem: 
At milu adhac refuga^^oaereiiant lamiae noctaiiy 

Nee matatiaim sostinuere jabar. 
Astat Amor leoto, pictis amor implger alis, 

Prodidit astantem nrota pharetra Deom: 
Frodidit et Sides , et dulce minands ocelli, 

Et qaicqnid puere dignam et Amore fuit. 
Talis m aetemo juvenis Sigeius Olympo 

Miscet amateri pocala plena JotI; * 

Ant qui formosas pellexit ad oscala nymphas 

Tluodamantaeos Naiade raptns Hylas. 
Addideratqne iras, ted et has decuisse patares, 

Addideratque traces, nee sine felle minas. 
Et miser exemplo sapuisses todus, inqutt. 

None mea qaidpossit dextera testis eris. 
Inter et expertos Tires bumerabere nostras, 

£i faciam Tero per tua damna iSdem. 
^se ego si nescis strato Pythone superboiii 

Edoraui nuiebara, cessit et iile raihi; 
Et quoties meminit Peneidos, ipse fatetor 

Certius et graTiAs tela nooere mea. 
Me neqoit adductam carvare peritiiks arconit 

Qui post terga solet Tiaceire, Parthas eqaes: 
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Cydoniusque mihi cedit Tenator, et ille ;^ 

Insdas nxori qui necis author erat. 
Est etiam oobis ingens qaoqae Tictiis Orion, 

Herculeaque manas, Herculensque comes. 
Jupiter ipse licet sua fnlinina torqneat in me, 

Haerebunt lateri spicula nostra Jotis. 
Caetera quae dubitas melius mea tela docebunt, 

Et tua non leviter corda petenda mihi. 
Nee te stulte tnae poterunt defendere Mnsae, 

Nee tibi Phoebaeus porriget angnis opera. 
Dixit, et aurato quatiens mucrone sagittam, 

Evolat in tepidos Cypridos ille sinus. 
At mihi risuro tonnit ferus ore minaci, 

Et mihi de puero non metus uUus erat. 
Et mode qda nostri spatiantur in urbe Quirites, 

Et modo Tillarum proxima rura placent. 
Turba frequens, faci^que simillima turba dearum 

Splendida per medias itque reditque ^ias. 
Auctaque luce dies gemino fulgore coruscat, 

Fallor? an et radios hinc quoque Phoebus habet. 
Haec ego non fugi spectacula grata severus. 

Impetus et qu6 me fert juvenilis, agor. 
Lumina luminibus male providus obvia misi. 

Neve oculos potui continuisse meos. ' 
Unam fortd aUis supereminuisse notabano^ 

Principium nostri lux erat ilia mali. 
Sic Venus optaret mortalibut ipsa videri. 

Sic regina DeAm conspicienda f^it. 
Hanc memoT objecit nobis malus iUe Gupido, 

Solui et bos nobis texnit antd doles. 
Nee procul ipse yafer latuit , multaeqne tagittae, 

Et facts a tergo grande pependit onni>. 
Nee mora , nunc dliis haesit , nunc virginis ori, 

Insilit hinc labiis, insidet inde genis: 
Et quascunque affilis partes jacnlator oberrat, 

I^ei mihi, milTe locis pectus inerme ferit. 
Protinufl insoliti subierunt corda furores, 

Uror amans intiiu , flammaque totus eram. 
Interea misero quae jam mihi sola placebat, 

Ablata est oculis non reditura meis. 
Ast ego progredior taeitd qncrebundus, et excors, 

Et dnbius Tolui saepe referre pedem. 
Findor, et haec remanet, sequitur pars aHera votum, 

Raptaque tam subito gaudia ilere juvat. 
Sic dolet araissnm proles Junonia caelum. 

Inter Lenuiiacos praecipitata focos. 
Talis et abreptum solem respexit, ad Orcum 

Vectus ab attonitis Amphiaraus equis. 
Quid faciam infelix, et luctu victns? amor^ 

Nee licet inceptos ponere, ne\e sequi. 
O utinam spectare semel mihi detur amatos 

Vultus, et coram tristia verba loqui) 
Forsitan et duro non est adamante creata. 
Forte nee ad nostras snrdeat ilia preces. 
Crede mihi miUns tie infeHciter arsit. 
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I'onar in exemplo primiis et anas ego. 
Farce precor teneri earn sifl Deas alto amorif, 

Pugnent officio nee tua facti tao. 
Jam tnas O certe est mihi foraiidabilig arcof, 

Nate de&, jacalis'nec minug igne potemu 
Et tua fomabont nostris altaria donis. 

Solus, et in superis tu mihi summus eris. 
Deme meos tandem, Teriim nee deme fnrores, 

Nescio cur, miser est snariter omnis amans: 
Ta mode da facilis, posthaee mea siqaa fatura est, 

Cuspis amatoroB figat ut una dnos. 

HAEC ego mente olim laevd, studioqae snpino 

Nequitiae posni Tana trophaea meae. 
Sdlicet abreptum sic me malus Impulit error, 

Indoeilisque aetas praTa magistra fuit. 
Donee Sociaticos umbrosa Academia rivos 

Praebait , admissum dedocuitque jugum. 
Protinufl extinctis ex illo tempore flammis, 

CSncta rigent multo pectora nostra gelu, 
Undo snis frigus metuit puer ipse sagittis, 

Et Diomed^am Tim timet ipsa Tenas. 



m PRODrnoNEM bobibardigam. 

CUR simul in regem nqper satrapasque Britaimos 

Ausus es infandnm ptrfide Fanxe neias, 
Pallor? an et mitis Toluisd ex parte Tideri, 

Et pensaremaU cum pietate scelos? 
Scilicet bos alti missums ad atria ooeli, 

Sulphureo curruflammiTolisque rotis. • 
Qnaliter ille fens caput inTiolalHle Parcli 

Uquit lordanios torbine raptus agros« 



INEANDEM. 

SICCINE tentasti coelo don^se lacobnm 

Quae septemgemino Bellua monte lates? 
Ni meliora tuum poterit dare munera numen, 

Parce precor donis insidiosa tuisi 
Ille quideili sine te consortia serus adiTit 

Astra, nee inferni pulveris nsus ope. 
Sic potiiis foedos in coelum pelle cucnllos, 

Et quot habet brutos Roma profana Deos, 
Namque hac ant alid nisi quemque adjuTeris art^ 

Crede mihi coell tIx bene scandet iter. 



IN E A N D E M. 

PURQATOREM animae derisit lacobuB ignem, 
Et sine quo BoparAm non adeonda domng. 
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Frenduit hoc trinfl monstram Latiale caronA^ : j 

MoTit et horrificum comua dena minax. 
£t nee inultus ait temnes m^a sacra Britanne, 

SnppliciDHi spreta relligione dabis. 
£t si stelligeras unquam penetraireris arces, 

Non nisi per flammas triste patebit iter. 
O qnam fdnesto cecinisti proxima vero, 

Verbaque ponderibus yix caritara snis! 
Nam prope Tartareo sublime rotatus ab igni 

Ibat ad adhereas umbra perusta piagas. 



IN EANDEM. 

QUEM mod6 Roma suis deTorerat iinpia dirii, 
Et Styge damn^rat Taenarioque sinn, 

Hanc Tice mutatd jam tollere gestit ad astra, 
Et cnpit ad saperos eTehere usque Decs. 



IN 1NVENT0RESI BOMBABDAE. 

lAPETIONIDEIVI laudaTit caeca yetustasy 
Qui tnlit aetheream solis ab axe facem: 

At mihi major erit , qui lurid a creditur arma^ 
Et trifidum fulmen surripuisse Joti. 



AD 

LEONORAM ROMAE GAN£NT£M. 

ANGELUS unicuiqne suus (sic credite gentes) 

Obtigit aethereis ales ab ordinibus. 
Quid minim? Leonora tibi si gloria ms^jor, 

Nam tua praesentem vox sonat ipsa Deum* 
Aut Dens, aut Tacui cert^ mens lertia coeli 

Per tua secretd guttnra serpit agens; 
Serpit agens, facilisque docet mortalia corda 

Sensim immortali assnescere posse sono. 
Quod si cuncta quidem Deus est, per eunctaqne fufOf, 

In te uni loquitur, caetera mntus habet. 



AD EANDEM. 

ALTERA Torquatnm cepit Leonora poetan^ 

Cujus ab insano cessit amore furens. 
Ah mber ille too qnanto felicius aevo 

Perditus, et propter te Leonora foret! 
Et te Pierid sensisset voce canentem 

Aurea matemae fila morere lyrae, 
Quamvis Dircaeo torsisset lumina Peutheo 

Saevior, ant totus desipuitset inefffy 
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To tamen errantes caecii rertig^ine i 
Voee eadem poterAt coraposnisse tiid; 

Et poteras ao^^ fpirans sub corde qnietem 
Flexaniiiio cantu vestituisse sibi. 



AD EANDEM. 

CRBDULA qald liqnidam Sircna Neapoli jaeta*, 

Claraque Parthenopes fana Acheloiados, 
littoreawque tutl defunctam Naiada ripd 

Corpore Chalcidico sacra dedisse rogo? 
Ilia quidem yiTitque, et amoen^ Tibridis undd 

Matayit rauci marmura Paiuilipi. 
lUic Romulidiini stadiis omata secnndis, 

Atque hoiiiiiMfl canta detinet atque Deosy 



APQL06US DE RUSTICS ET HERO. 

BUSnCUS ex malo sapidiesima poma quotannis 

Legit, et url^ano lecta dedit Domino: 
Hinc incredibili frqctits dulcedine eaptus 

Malum ipsam in proprias transtulit areolas, 
Hactenus ilia ferax, ged longo debilis aeroy 

Mota «olo assaeto, protenus aret iners. 
Quod tandem ut patuit Domino, spe lusus inan!, 

Damnavit celeres in sua damna manus. 
Atque ait, heu qnantd satius fuit ilia Coloni 

(JParva licet) grato dona tulisse animo ! 
Posiem ego avaritiam fraenare, gulamque Toraeem: 

Nunc perlere mihi et foetus et ipse parens. 

HLBGIAHVU FINIS. 



SYLVARUM LIBER. 



ANNO AETATIS 16, 

IN 

OBITUM PROGANIMXARn MEDICI. 

PARERE fati dlscite legibus, 
Manosque Parcae jam date supplioes. 
Qui pendulum telluris orbem 
l^peti colitis nepotes. 

Vof si relicto mors raga Taenaro 
Semcl TocAnt flebilis, hen morae 
Tentantur incassum doliqne; 
Per tenebras Stjp§ ire pertum est. 
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Si deetinatam peDere dextera 
Mortem Taleret, non ferus Hercules 
Neisi TeneDahis cmore 
Aemathid jacuuset OetA, 

Nee fraude tnrpi Palladis inTidae 
Vidisset occisum Ilion Hectora , aut 
Quem larva Felidis peremit 
Ense Locro, Jove lacrymante. ^ 

Si triite fiitnm verba- Hecateia 
Fugare possint , Telegoni parens 
Vixisset infamis, potentique 
Aegiali smror usa virg^. 

Numenqne trinum fallere si queant 
Artes medentum^ ignotaque gramina, 
Non gnarus herbarum Machaon 
Eurypyli cecidisset hastd. 

Laesisset et nee te Philjreie 
Sagitta echidnae perlita sanguine, 
Nee tela te fnlmenqne avitnm 
Gaese pner genetricis alvo. 

Tnqne, O alumno major Apolline, 
Gentis togatae cui regimen datum, 
Frondosa quern nunc Cirrha luget, 
Et mediis Helicos in nndis, 

Jam praefaisses Falladio gregi 
Laetus, superstes, nee sine gloria, 
Nee puppe Instrasses Charontis 
Horribilei barathri recessus. 

At fila ropit Perseplione tua 
Irata, cum te viderit artibus 
Snccoque pollenti tot atris 
Ff^ucibas eripuisse mortis« 

Colende Praeses , membra precor taa 
Molli quiesoant cespite, et ex tuo 
Crescant rosae, cakbaeque busto, 
Furpmreoqae hyacinthus ore. 

Sit mite de te judicium Aeaci, 
Subrideatque Aetnaea., Proserpina, 
Interque felices perennis 
Elysio spatiere campo. 



m QUINTUM NOVEMBRIS, 

ANNO AETATIS 17. 

JAM pins extreme veiiiens lacobns ab ar^to 
Teucrigenas populos, lat^que patentia regna 
Albionum tenutt, jamque invinlabile foediis ^ 
Sceptra Caledoniis cdiqunxmrat Anglioa Scotis; 
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Pacificnsque noTo felix diTetqae ledebat 
In fiolio, occultiqne doli securaa et hostis; 
Cam ferns ignifluo regnans Acheronte tjranniuiy 
Eameniduni pater, aethereo Tagus exul Olympic 
Forte per immensum terramm en^ayerat orbein, 
Dinamerans teelerifl soeios, Temasqae fideles, 
Participes regni post funera moesta faturos; 
His tempestates medio ciet aere diras, 
Iliic uoanimes odium stmit inter amicos, 
Armat et inyictas in mntiia Tiicera gentes; 
Regnaque oliTifera yertit florentia- pace, 
Et quosconque Tidet pnrae yirtutis amantes, 
Hos cnpit adjicere imperio, fipaadiuqqne magister 
Tentat inacceisnm scderi corrnmpere pectus, 
Insidiasqne locat tacitas, cassesqne latentes 
Tendit, at incaatos rapiat, sea Caspia Tigria 
Insequitar trepidam deserta per aTia praedam 
Nocte sub illani, et somno nictantibas astris. 
Talibus infestat popnlos Summanus et urbea 
Cinctus caeruleae fumanti turbine flaraniae. 
Jamque fiuentisonis albentia rupibus arva 
Apparent, et terra Deo dilecta marino, 
Cui nomen dederat quondam Neptunia proles, 
Amphitryoniaden qni non dubitavit atrocem 
Aequore tranato ^riali poscere bello. 
Ante expugnatae crodelia saecnla Trojae. 

At simul banc opibusque et festd pace beatatn 
Aspicit, et pingnes donis Cerealibos agros, 
Quodque magis doluit, Tenerantem numina Teri 
Sancta Dei populum, tandem suspiria rupit 
Tartareos igues et iuridum oljsntia sulphur; 
Qualia Trinacria trux ab Jove clausus in Aetna 
Efflat tabilEico monstrosus ob ore Tiphoeus. 
IgnesGunt oculi, stridetque adamantinus ordo 
Dentis, nt armorum fragor, ictaque cuspide caspia. 
Atqae pererrato solum hoc lacrymabile mundo 
Inveni, dixit, gens haec mihi sola rebellis, 
Contemtrixque jugi, nostraque potentior arte. 
Uia tamen, mea si quicquam tentaniina possunt, 
Kon feret hoc impuoe diu, non ibit inulta. 
Hactenus ; et piceis liqnido natat aere pennis ; 
Qu& Tolat, adversi praecursant agmine Tcnti, 
Densantur nubes, et crebra tonitrua fulgent. 
Jamque 'prainosas Telox superaverat Alpes, 
Et tenet Ausoniae fines, a parte sinifiitra 
Nimbifer Apenninus erat, priscique Sabini, 
Dextra veneficiis infamis Hetruria, nee non 
Te furtiva Tibris Thetidi Tidet oscuU dantem; 
Hinc Mavortigenae consistit in £H;re Quirini. 
Reddiderant dubiam jam sera crepuscula lucem. 
Cum circumgreditur totam Tricoronifer urbem, 
Panificosqne Deos portat, scapulisqoe viromm 
Evehitur, praeeunt sobmisso poplite reges« 
Et mendicantnm series longissima fratrura$ 
Cereaque in manibug gestant fanalia caed. 
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Cimmeriis nati in tenebris, irltainqiie trahentes. 
Tenipla dein miiltit subennt lacentia taedis 
(Vesper erat sacer iste Petro) fremitoaqne canentam 
Saepe tholos iraplet Tacaos, et inane locornm. 

Sualiter exniolat Bromias, Bromiique caterra, 
rg^a cantantet in Echionio Aracyntho, 
Diim tremit attonitos litreifl Asopus in nndis, 
!Et procnl ipse caT& respontat Irope Cithaeron. 

His igitur tandem solenni more peractis, * 
Nox ienis amplezus Erebi tacitnma rdiquit^ 
Fraecipitesqne impellit eqnos stimulante flagello, 
Captum ocolis Typhlonta, Mdandhaetemqae ferocem, 
Atque Acheronteeo prognatom patre Siopen 
Torpidam, et hirsntls horrentem Phrica capillis. 
Interea regnm domitor, Phlegetontius haeres 
Ingreditur thaiamos (neqne enim secretus adulter 
Frodacit steriles moUi sine pellice noctes) 
At Tix composites somnus claodebat oceHos, 
Cam niger umbraram dominus^ rectorqne silentum, 
Praedatorqne hominmn falsft sob imagine tectns 
Astitit, assumptis micnemnt tempora canis, 
Barba sinns promissa tegit, eineracea longo 
Syrmate verrit hnmum vestis, pendetqne bucnllaa 
Vertice de raso, et ne quicquam desit ad artes, 
Cannabeo Inmbos oonstrixit fune salaces, 
Tarda fenestratis figens vestigia calceis. 
Talis, uti fama est, TastA Franciscns eremo 
Tetra Tagabatur solos per lustra feraram, 
Sylrestrique tuUt genti pia verba salutis 
Impias, atque lopos domuit, Lybicosque leones. 

Subdolns at tali Serpens velatus amicta 
Solnt in has fallax ora execrantia voces; 
Dormis, nate? Etiamne tuos sopor opprimit artns? 
Immemor O fidei, pecorumque eblite tuomm ! 
Dam cathedram, venerande, tuam, diademaque trijplez 
Ridet Hyperboree gens barbara nata snb axe, 
Damqae pharetn^ fpemunt tua jura Britanni: 
Sorge, age, furge^ piger, Latins quem Caesar adorat, 
Cui reserata patet convexi janua coeli, 
Turgentes animos, et fastns frange procaces, 
Sacnlegique sciant, taa quid maledieto possit, 
Et quid Apostolieae possit custodia davis; 
Et memor Hesperiae disjectam alclscere classem, 
Mersaque Iberorum lato vexiila profnndo, 
Sanctorumque craci tot eorpora fixa probrosae, 
Thermodoontea nnper regnante paella. 
At tu si tenero mavis torpescere lecto, 
Crescentesque negas hosti contundere vires, 
Tyrrhenom implebit nnmeroto milite pontom, 
Signaque Aventino ponet fnlgentia collef 
ReHiquias vetertoi franget, flammisqne cremabit, 
Sacraque calcabit pedibus tua eoUa profanis, 
Cigas gaudebant soleis dare basia reges. 
Nee tamen hunc bellls et aperto Marte lacesses, 
Irritoa ille labor, ta caliidai utere fraode, 
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Qnaelibet haeretick dbpeoere rotia &■ eft; 
Jamqati ad consiliimi extremis rex magmif ab oris 
Patricioa Tocat, et procemm de itirpe creates, 
Grandaevogque patret trabed, caniiqae Terendos ; 
Ho8 to membratim poteris conspergere in anraa^ 
Atqae dare in cberes, nitrati pulveris igne 
Aedibiu injeeto, qua conTenere, tub imis. 
Protinus ipse igitur quoscunqtie liabet Anglia fidoa 
Propositi, faetique mone, quisqaamne tnonim 
Andebit sunifpi dod jtusa facessere Papae? 
Pereulsosque metu subito, cas^que stapentes 
Invadat Tel Gaiias atrox, Tel saeTns Iberns. 
Saecula sic illic tandem Mariana redibmit, 
Taqae in belligeros itemm dommaberis Anglos. 
Et ne quid timeas, diTos divasque secondas 
Accipe, qnotque tuis celebrantur nuraina fastis. 
Dixit et adscitos ponens malefidiis amictos 
Fagit ad infondsm, regom iliaetabile, Lethen. 

Jam rosea £oas pandeas Tithonia portas 
Vestit inauratas redeonti Imnine terras; 
HI oestaqae adhuc nigri depiorans fonera nati 
Irrigat ambrosiis montaiia cacmDina guttis; 
Com somnos pepulit stellatae janitor anlae, 
Noctnmos Tisos, et somnia grata roTolTens. 

Est locus aetemsL s^tus caligtne nectis, 
Vasta minosi quondam fondamma teeti, 
Nunc torri spelmica Phoni, Prodotaeque biliflgniiy 
Effera qaos uno peperit Dbcordia partv. 
Hie inter caementa jacent praeniptaque saxa, 
Ossa InhonMta Tiriun, et trajecta cadarera fenro; 
Hie Dolus intortis semper sedet ater oeellis, 
Jurglaque, et stimuUs armata Galunmia fauces^ 
Et Furor, atque Tiae moriendi mille Tideatnr, 
Et Timor, exanguisque. locum eircnmTolat Horror, 
Perpetuoque leTes per muta sSentia Manea 
Exidulant, tellus et sanguine conscia stagnat 
Ipsi etiam paTidi latitant penetr^^boa astri 
Et Phonos, et Prodotes, nuUoque seqaaBte per antraB* 
Antrum horrens, acopulosnm, atrum feralibns uoibcia 
Diffuginnt sontes, et retrd lumina Tortunt, 
Hos pugiles Romae per saecula longe fidetei 
KTocat ^mtistes Babylonius, atque ita fatur. 
Finlbus oodduis circmnfiieum incolit aequor 
Geos exosa mihi, prudens oatora ncgaTit 
Indignam penitus qostro co^jungcre mnndo: 
Illuc, sic jubeo, celeri contoodite gressu, 
Tartareoque Ictos difflentnr pulTere in auvat 
Et rex et pariter satrapae, scelerata propago, 
Et quotqunt fidei calnere copidine Terae 
Gonsilii socios adjiibete, operisque ministroi. 
Finierat, rigid! cupid^ parnere gemelli. 

Interea loogo ilectens oarTamine eoelus 
Despicit aethere^ dominus ^uL fulgurat arce, 
Vanaque perTwsae ridet conamina turbae, 
Atque sUi causam populi Tolet ipse tiierL 



POBMATA. 97S 



Esse feruDt spatium, qak distai ab Aside terra 
Fertilis Europe, et spectat Mareotidas nndas; 
Hie turris posita est Titanidos ardua Famae 
Aerea, lata, sonans, rutilis Ticimor astris 
Quiiiii saperlmpositum Tel Athos vel Pelion Ossae. 
Mille fores aditusque patent, totidemque fenestrae^ 
Amplaqne per tenues translucent atria murd!^: 
Fxcitat hie Tarios plebs a^glomerata susurros ; 
Qualiter instrepitant drcnm mulctraiia bombis 
Ag^mina mnscarum, aut texto per ovilia jnnco, 
Dum Canis aestiTiim coeli petit ardua culmen. 
Ipsa quidem summft sedet ultrix matris in arce, 
Auribus innumeris dnctnm caput eminet oUi, 
Quels sonitum exiguum trahit, atque leyissima captat 
Mnrmura, ab extremis patnii confinibus orbig.. 
Nee tot, Aristoride servator inique juToncae 
Isidos, immiti Tolyebas lamina Tultu, 
Lnmina non nnquam tacito nutantia sonmo, 
liumina subjectas late spectantia terras. 
Istis ilia solet loca luce carentia saepe 
Perlustrare, etiam radianti imperria soils 
Millenisque loquax auditaque visaqne linruis 
Cuilibet effimdit temeraria,^ yeraque mendax 
Nunc minuit, modo confictis sermonibus auget. 
Sed tameu k nostro nieruisti carmine laudes 
Fama, bonum quo non aliud Teracius ullum^ 
Nobis digna cani, nee to memorasse pigebit ' 
Carmine tarn longo, serrati scilicet Angli 
Officiis ittga diva tnis, |ibl reddimns aequa. 
Te Dens, aetemos motu'qnl temperat Ignes, 
Fulmine praemisso alloquitur, terr^que tremente: 
Fama siles ? an te lalet impia Papistamm 
Cronjurata cohors in meqoe meosque BritannDs, 
Et noTa sceptrlgera caedes meditata lacobo ? 
Nee plnra, ilia statim sensit mandata Tonantis;, 
Et satis ante fugax itridentes indnit alas, 
Indult et Tariitf ezilla corpcnra plumis; 
Dextni tnbam gestat Temesaeo ex aeie sonoram. 
Nee mora jam peonis cedentes remigat auras, 
Atque parum est earsu celeres praevertere nubeii 
laq» Tentos, jam soils equos post terga rellqnit: 
Et primo AngUacas solito de more per nrbes 
Ambiguas Toees, incertaque murmnra spargit, 
Mox arguta doles, et detestabile Tulgat 
Proditionis opus, nee non facta horrida dlctu, 
Authoresqne addit scekvls^ nee gamda caecU 
Insidiis loca stracta sllet; stupuere relatis, 
Et paritw juvenes, pariter tremuere puellae, 
Elfoetiquo senes pariter, tantaeque ruinae 
Sensus ad aetatem sublto penetararerat omnem. 
Attamen interea popull mlser^sdt ab alto 
Aethereus pater, et crudellbus obstitit aasis 
FaplcoHIm; capd poenas raptantur ad acres; 
At pla thura Deo, et grati solTuntur honores; 
Complta laeta fodi graialibos onmni fmnani $ 
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Tnrba choros javeiiilis agit? Qnbtoqiie NoTembris 
Nulla dies toto occarrit cdebratior anno. 



ANNO ABTATIB 17. 

IN OBITUM PRAESULIS ELIENSIS. 

ADHUC madentes rore sqaalebant genae, 

£t dcca nondom lamina 
Adhuc liqaentif imbre turgebant falis. 

Quern nuper effodi pins, 
Dum maesta charo ja§ta penolvi rogo 

Wintonienfifl Praesulis. 
Cum centilingub Faraa (proh semper mail 

Cladisque vera nuntia) 
Spargit per urbes dm tig Brftanuae, 

Fopulofique Neptuno satof, 
Cessisse morti, et ferreis tororiboa 

Te generie humani deena. 
Qui rex sacrorum ill4 fuisd in insnld 

Quae nomen Anguillae tenet. 
Tunc inqnietum pectus ir4 ptotimis 

Ebulliebat fervids^ 
Tnmulif potentem saepe devoTeni deam: 

Nee Tota Naso in Ibida 
Concepit alto diriora pectwe, 

Graiusque vates parcius 
Turpem Lyeambit execratus est dolum, # 

Sponsamque Neobolen juam. 
At ecce diras ipse dum fondo gruTes, 

Et imprecor necl necem, 
Andisse tales Tideor attonitns sonoi 

Leni, sub aur^, flamine: 
Caecos furores pone, pone Titream 

Biiemque et irritas. minas, 
Quid temer^ Tiolas non nocenda nnminay 

Subitoqae ad iras percita? 
Non est, ut arbitraris elusus miser. 

Mors atra Noctis filia, 
Erebdve patre creta, sive Erinnyey 

Vastove nata sub C3iao: 
Ast ilia coelo missa steUato, Dei 

Messes ubique eolligit; 
Aniraasque mole carn& reconditas 

In luccm et auras eyocat; 
Ut cum fugaces excitant Uerae die^ 

Themidos JoTisque filiae; 
Et sempiterni ducit ad vultus patrii; 

At justa raptat impios 
Sub regua furvi luctuosa Tartaric 

Sedesqae subterraneas^ 
Hanc ut vocantem laetus andivi, dto 

Foedum reliqui carcerem, 
Volatilesqne faustus inter milites 
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Ad astra snblimis feror: 
Vates nt olim raptns ad coelmn genex 

Anriga cnrms ignei. 
Non me Bootis terraere Hicidi 

Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
Fomiidolosi Scorpionig brachia, 

Non ensis Orion tamu 
PraeterrolaTi fulgidi solis globuniy 

Loug^qne flab pedibus deara 
Vidi triformem, dam coercebat suos 

Fraenis dracones anreig. 
Erraticomm sideram per ordines. 

Per lacteas vehor plagas, 
Velocitatem saepe miratos novam, 

Doneo nitentes ad fores 
Ventom est Olympi, et regiam crystallinam , et 

Stratum smaragdis atrimn. 
Sed hie tacebo, nam qnis eiiari qaeat 

Oriundus hnmano patre 
Amoenitates illius ioci? mihi 

Sat est in aetemom froi. 



NATUBAM NON PATI SENIUM. 

HEU quam perpetnis erroribns acta fatiscit 

Avia mens Irominum , tenebrisque immersa profundis 

Oedipodioniam ToWit snb pectore aoctem! 

Qaae vesana sais metiri facta deorum 

Audet, et incisas leges adamante pereiuii 

Assimilare suis, nuUoque solubile sacdo 

Conbilium fati peritnris alligat horis. 

Ergone marcescet sulcantibus obsita rugis 
Naturae facies, et rernm poblica mater 
Omniparum contracta otemm sterilescet ab aeVo? 
Et se fassa senem mM certis passibus ibit 
Sidereum tremebunda caput ? num tetra Tetustas 
Annorumque aeterna fames, squalorque situsque 
Sidera vexabunt ? an et insatiabile Tempni 
Esuriet Coelnm , rapietque in viscera patrem ? 
Hen , potuitne «aa8 imprudens Jupiter arces 
Hoc contra mnnisse nefas, et Temporis isto 
Exemisse malo, gyresque dedisse perennes? 
Ergo erit ut qnandoque sono dilapsa tremendo 
Convexi tabnl^ mant, atque obTius ictu 
Stridat uterque pelus , superdqne ut Olympins aolsi 
Decidat, horribilisque retecti Crorgone Pallas $ 
Qaalb in Aegeam proles Jnnonia Lemnon 
Detpirbata sacro cecidit de linikte coeli ? 
Tn quoque, Phoebe, tui casus imitabere natt 
Praecipiti curru, subitikque ferere ruiati 
Pronus, et extinct^ fumabit lampade Nermu, 
Et dabit attonito feralia sibila ponto. 
Tunc etiam aerei divuyig sedibos HaemI 
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Dhsaltabit apex, imoqae allifla bar&thro 
TerreboDt Stygium dejecta Cerannia Ditem, 
In superos, qaibus nsns erat, fraternaque bella. 

At pater omnipotens fundatk fortius astrb 
Con§iiliiit reram sammae, certoque peregit 
Pondere fatorum lances, atque ordine summo 
Singula perpetnum jussit servare tenorem. 
Volvitur hinc lapsu mnndi rota prima diume; 
Raptat et arabitos- socid yertigine coelos. 
Tardior hand solito Satnmas, et acer ut olim 
Fulmineam rutilat cristatd eaiside Mavori. 
Floridns aetemiim Phoebus juvenile coruscat. 
Nee fovet effoetas loca per decliyia terras 
Devoxo temone Deus; sed semper amicd 
Luce potens eadem currit per signa rotamm. 
Surgit odoratis pariter formosus ab Indis 
Aethereum pecus albenti qui cogit Olympo 
Mane Tocans, et serus agens in pascua coeii, 
Teroporis et gemino dispertit reg^ colore. 
Fulget obitqne yices altemo Delia comu, 
Coemleumque ignem paribus complectitur nlnls. 
Nee Tariant elementa fidem, solitoque fragore 
Lunda perculsas jaculantur fulmina rapes* 
Nee per inane furit leyiori murmure Gorus, 
Stringit et armiferos aequali horrore Gelonos 
Trux Aquilo, spiratque hyemem , nimbosque Tolutat. 
Utque solet, Siculi diverbiwat ima Pehnri 
Rex maris, et rauc4 circumstrepit aequora concha 
Oceani Tubicen , nee wfkM mole rainorem 
Aegeona ferunt dorso Baleariea cete. 
Sed neqne Terra tibi saecli vigor ille vetusti 
Priscus abest , servatque fiumn Narcissus odorem. 
Et puer ille suum tenet et pner ille decorem 
Phoebe tunsque et Cjpri tuus, nee ditior olim 
Terra datum sceleri celavit montibus aurum 
Coiiscia , vel sub aquit gemmas. Sic denique in aevam 
Ibit cunctarum series jnstnsima rernm, 
Donee ilamma orfoem populabitur ultima, Iat& 
Circumplexa polos, et vasti culmina coeli; 
Ingentique rogo flagrabit machina mundi. 



DE IDEA FLATONIGA QUEMADMODUM ARI- 
STOTEIiES INTELLEXIT. 

DICITE sacrorum praesides nemornm deae, 
Tuque O noveni perbeata numinis 
Memoria mata, quaeque in immenso procul 
Antro recumbis otiosa Aeternitas, ^ 

Monamenta forvans, et ratas leges Jovis, 
Coelique fastos atque ephemeridas Deiim, 
Quis ille primus cojus ex imagine 
Natura solera finxit humanum genus, 
Aetemns, incom^tus, aeyuaevus poh). 



P O K M A T A. Sit 



Unusque et nniTersfig, exemj^lar Dd? 
Haud ille Palladls gtmdlnt kunbae 
Interna proles insidet menti Jotis : 
Sed qoamlibeC aatani sit eommonior, 
Tamen seorsus extat ad morfni imius, 
Et, mira, certe Btrio||itur spatio tod; 
Sen sempitemus ilto sidwum comot 
Ck>eli pererrat ordines decemplids, 
Citimumve terns incolit lunae g^lobmn: 
Sive inter aniinas corpus aditoras sedens 
Oblivjosas torpet ad Lethes aqaas : 
Sire in remotd forte terramm plaga 
Ineedet ingens lieminis archetypas gigas, 
£t iis tremendus erigit cebom capnt| 
Atlante major portitore ddeniin. 
Non cni profaadnra caecitas. lamen dedit 
Dircaens augur Tidit husc alto stnu; 
Non hunc silenti nocte Pleiones nepog 
Vatnm sagad praepes ostendit chore; 
Non hunc sacerdos noTit Assynus , licet 
Longos vetusti commemoret ataTOs Nini^ 
Priscumque Bdon, iadytamque Osiridem. 
Non ille trino gloriosus nomine 
Ter magnus Ifermes (ut sit arcani sdens) 
Talem rcliquit Isidis cuttoribus. 
At tu perenne ruris Aeademi decus 
(Haec monstra si tn pr&nus indnxit scholls) 
Jam jam poetas urbis exules tnae 
Revocabis, ipse fobnlator maximns, ' 
Aut institntor ipse migrabis fonts. 
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Nl^C mea Pierios cnpiam per pectora fontes 
Itriguas torquiere iias , totumque per ora 
VolTere laxatum gemino de Tertice rivum : 
Ut tenues oblita sonos audacibus i^b 
Surgat in officinm Tenerandi Musa parentis. 
'Hoc ntcunque tibi gratnm, pater optime, carmen 
£xiguum meditatur opus, nee noTimus ipn 
Aptius k nobis quae possint munera donis 
Biwpoodere tuis, quarayis nee maxima possilnt 
Respondere tuis, nedum ut par gratia donis 
£s8e queat, Tacuis quae redditur arida Terbis. 
Sed tamen haec nostros ostendit pagina census, 
£t qaod habemus opum chartd numera'.'imns istd, 
Qaae mihi snnt nuliae, nid quas dedit anrea Clio, 
Qoas mihi semoto somni peper^re sjah antro, 
Kt nemoris laureta sacri Parnassides umbrae. 
Nee tu Tatis opus divinum despice carmen, 
Qao nihil aethereos ortos, et seniina cM>eli, 
Nil magis humanam commendat origtne raentem, 
Sancta Prometheae retinens vestigia flammae. 
Carmen amant superi, tremebondaque Tmrtara carmen 

qz 
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Iimi ciere valet, diTo^qne ligare profondoi, 
£t tripllci durof Manes adamante coercet 
Carmine fepodd retegnnt arcana fiotiiri 
Fhoebadeg, et tremolae pallentes ora Sibjllae^ 
Carmina sacrificm sollennes pangit ad aras, 
Aorea sen sternit motentem eonraa tammm; 
Sea ciini fata tagax fuoiantibas abdita fibri« 
Confulit, et tepidis Farcam temtator in extis. 
Nos etiara patriom tunc cum repetemus Olympiiniy 
Aetemaeqoe morae stabteit imnlobilifl aevi, 
Ibimos aoratis per coeli teinpla coronii, 
Dolda 0iiaviloqao sociaiitef carmina plectro, 
Astra foibiM , geminiqiie poli conren sonabimt. 
^liritas et rapidos qui circinat igneua orbet, 
None quoqne sidereit intercinit ipse ehoreis 
Immoitale melos, et ioenarrabile carmen; 
Torrida dam radios competcit sibila serpens, 
Demissoqae feroz gladio mansaescit Orien; 
Steilaram nee scntit onns Mtorasias Atlas, 
Garmina regales epaks •mare solebant, 
Cam nondnm loxas^ Tastaeque iDmieasa Torago 
Nota golae, et modico spomabat coena Lyaeo. 
Tom de more sedens festa ad oonriyia Tates 
Aescaled intonsos redimitns ab arl>ore crines, 
Heroamqae actus, imitandaqne gesta canebi^ 
Et diaos, et positi lat^ fdndamina numdi, 
Beptantesqae deos, et alentes nonrina glandet, 
Et Boadam Aetnaeo qoaesitom falmen ab antro* 
Denique qoid TOcis modolaoien inane joTabit, 
Yerborom sensasqne vacans, nnmerffqae loqaads? 
Siivestres decet iste chores, non Orpliea cantas, 
Qoi tenoit fluvios et qaercabas addidit acres 
Carmine, non cldiard, simulachraqae fancta canendo 
Coropalit in lacrymas; habet has a carmine laades. 

Nee ta perge, precor, sacras contemnere Masts, 
Kec Tanas inopesqae pota, qoaram ipiM» peritos 
Monere,^ mille sonos nnmeros componis ad' aptos» 
MilUbas et Tocem modalb variare canoram 
DoctnSf Arionii meritd sis nominis haeres. 
Nanc tibi qoid mirum , si me genaisse poetam 
Contigerit , charo si tam prop^ sanguine joncti 
Cognatas artes, studiumqne affine sequamur? 
Ipse Tolens Phoebus se disoertire duobus. 
Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parenti, 
Dividaamqae Deom gcnitorque puerqae tenemas. 

Tu tamen nt simules teneras odisse Camoenas, 
Non odisse reor, neque enim, pater, ire jubebaa 
Qnk via lata patet, qu4 pronior area lucri, 
Certaque condendi fnlget spes aurea nummi: 
Nee rapis ad leges , mal^ cuatoditaqne gentis 
Jnra, nee insalns damnas clamoribus anres. 
Sed magis excultam cupiens ditescere mentem^ 
Me procal urbane strepita, secesnibus aids 
Abductum Aoniae jucunda per etia ripae 
Fhodtoeo laleri oomitem sinis ire beatum. 



I 



Officiuin chari laoeo conmiQiie parentis^ 
Me potcimt majora, luo, pater optime, sainpto 
Cum mihi Romnkae patnit facondia lin^iiae, 
Et Latii Tcneret , et qaae JoTis pra decebant 
Qrandia mag^niloqnis elata Tocabula Graiia, 
Addere tnaeisti qooa jactat Gallia ilores, 
Et qnam de^eneri noTos Italui ore loqiiolain 
Fimdit, barbaricDt testatot Toce tumaltus, 
Quaeque Falaestinus loquitur mysteria vatet, 
Denique qnicquid habet coeluin, subjectaqae coeio 
Terra parens, terraeqae et coelo iaterfluas aer, 
Oaicqnid et unda tegit, pontique agitabile mannor, 
Per te nogee licet, per te, si nosse libebit 
Dimot^qae yenit §pectanda scientia nabe, 
Nudaqoe consplcuoa inclinat ad oscola yaltmi, 
Ni fogisse velim, ni sit iibasse molettuin. 

I nanc, confer opes quisquis inalesanus ayitas. 
Anstriaci ^azas, Peruanaqae r^gna praeoptas. 
Quae potuit majora pater tribubee, Tel ipse 
Jupiter, excepto, dondsset ut omnia, coelo? 
Non potiora drdit, y^uamTis et tnta fuissent, 
Publica qui juveai comiiii«it lumina nato 
Atqae Hyperionios currns, et firaena diei, 
Et circnm undantem radlatd luce tiaram. 
Ergo t^ jam doctae pars quamlibet ima catervae 
Victrices bederaa inter laurosque sedebo, 
' Jamque nee obscurus populo miscebor inerti, 
Vitabuntqoe oeuloe Testigi»v nostra profanes. 
Estd procul Tigiles curae, procul este querelae, 
Invidiaeque acies transverso tortilis h^iio, 
Saera nee angniferos extende caluainia rictus ; 
In me trbte nihil foedissima turba potestis, 
Nee yestri sum juris ego ; securaque tutus 
Pectora, ytpereo gradiar sublimis ab Ictu. 

At tibi , chare pater, postquam non aequa meienti 
Posse referre datnr, nee dona rependwe lactis 
8it meoier^e satis, repetitaque munera j|rato 
Percensere animo, fidaeque repopere menti. 

Et yos , nostri , jnyenilia carroina , lusus. 
Si mode perpetuos sperare aodebitis annos, 
Et domim superesse re?o, Incemque tueri, 
Nee spisso rapient obliyia nigra sub Oreo, 
Forsitan has laudes , decantatumqne parentis 
NooMB, ad exemphun, sero seryabitis aevo* 



PSALM CXIV. 



ICQU^X otB nalSsg^ or dyXad (pvi Jcnidfiov 
'Aivvnzov line S^fiov , ansx^it* , ^ttQ§aQ6(p{ovov^ 
Jri Tor« iiovvov Etjv oClov yivog vtog lovda: 
'Ev 8e d'sos Xaolai fitya hqsIcdv paaUsvsv * 
EldSf xal ivvQonddfiv (pvya$' i^^ooijcra, d'ccXaaaa 
KvfuxTi iiXviiimi ^0^(99 od* H^' icwtpeUz^ 
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*Sls xQtol 6(piftyoc9Vtsg ivtQcap9Q^ ir ult»^. 
BdttixBQcti d' afuc ndacci innManlgxTioav iiflifiimif 
Ota nmgal cvQtyyi. 9/Z17 vno (ttitiqi &ifV8S' 
TlnxBCvy' aivd ^coaaea nsSLatQ tpvytcd* l^coi/tfcrg, 
Kvfjuni eiXvfiivfj (fo^lip; c/ 9' &q i^rv^al^^^ 
*lQ6g 'loQddvTj notl aqyv^Bi^ia nr^rjif ; 
Tlxt' oQBa €Mtfitfi4iM djtsiQioia xXevha^By 
*i2g x^eol if<p(fifooiW9g 'vtQatpsQiS h dlmf.^ 
BaioTSQai ri o d(f vfufisg dva^yuQtrjoat i^lnvaif 
Ola nagal 0VQtyyt tpliri vsro fi,rjTf(fi affvtg; 
SbIbo yala xg ovea ^sov (ttyaX' httvxovra 
rata ^sov tQslove' vnavop cipag 'iccaniSao^ 
*Og TO Kod 'x cniXddmv notapLOvg x^ fiOQfivffOPxag^ 
K^vrpfz' dspaov nh(^g dno 9aM4^oi9iSrig. 

FJUhsophui ad regem fuendam , qui eum ignottcm et in-- 

•ofitem inter reo$ forte captum itueius damnaverat, inl 

ftavdtf wo(fsv6fievog kaec $ubHo misiU 

'SI dvUfjBl dli0l^ fM tdv ivpoftov^ ovdi riv* dp9gwp 
^Bivov oXtog dQaCavta^ ifo(ptiTatOT td'i xuQfiPov 
Prjiditog dq>iXoio» ro d' vaT€(fov aiv^i vo^eiig, 
MoTbiSimg d' ag* insna yso» ni^6g ihfftov 6dvif^i 
Toiov d' ix vdltog wt^mwuov taitag SXicaccg. 



IN EfTlGIEI EJUS SCOLPTOREM. 

'JHo^bT ysy(fd<pd'ai riiifl v^vds fikv *U6va 
^alrjg vo^ av , nqog Mog avxotpvlg pXenav* 

FfXaxB q)avi4>v dvcul/irjfia imyQdtpov. 



AD SALSILLUM POETAM ROMANUM AEGRO- 
TANTEM. 

80AZONTE8. 

O MUSA gretsDin quae Tolens traliis claodiniiy 
Tnlcanioqae tarda gaades iaeetfo, 
Nee sentis illnd in loeo miniis gratmn, 
Quam cum decentes flaTa Deiope furaf 
Alternat anreum ante Jnnonis lectmn, 
Adesdiun et haec yerba pauca Saliillo 
Refer, Caraoena noatra cai tantam eft cordi, 
Qaamqne ille mag^it praetnlit inimerit^ divif. 
Haee ergo alnmnua ille Londini Milto^ 
Diebas hiice qui smim linqnens nidum 
Poliqne tractom, (pefsimiig ubi ventonuD, 
lasanientis impotenaqne pnlmonifl 
Pemix anbela lub So^e exercet flabra) 
Tenit feraceg Uali foli ad gleba% 
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Vifuni sapeiM oognitas urbes famd 
Virosqne doctaeqve indolera juTentiiti^, 
Tibi optat idem hie fausto mnlta, Salsille, 
Habitmnqoe feito corpori penitus sanum; 
Cai nuHc profunda bilit iofestat rdneci, 
Praecordiisqiie fixa damnosnm spirat. 
Nee id pepercit 4inpia qa6d tu Remano 
Tam cultus ore Lesblnm eondii melos. 
O dttlce divdm muniif , O lalaB Hebes 
GermaDa! Taqao, Phoebe, nMnrboram terror 
Pjthone cae#o, tive ta magis Paean 
Libenter aadig, hie tang faeerdot est. 
Querceta Fanni, Tosqve rore riaoso 
Colles benigni, mitia Evandri sedeg, 
Si qnid lalubre Tallibut frondet Testrif, 
Levamen aegro ferte cevtatim Tatl. 
Sic ille chacis redditus rursilliii Mafia 
Viciaa daici prata mvlcebit cantu. 
Ipse inter atroi emirabitnr lueos 
Numay obi beatum dcgit otinra aetemnniy 
Saam recliTig Mmper Aeeeriam tpectans. 
Tamidusque et ipse Tibris hinc delinitas 
Spei faTebit aonnae colonomm : 
Nee in sepulchris ibit obsessam reges 
Niaiium sinistro laxos irmens loro: 
Sed fraena melivs lemp^^abit undanim, 
Adusque eurvi talia xegna Portumni. 



MANSUS. 



Joann$s Baptista Man8u$^ Marchio FtffefiMt, viringe-- 
nit laude , turn Utterarum 9tudioy nee non et belUca vhtute 
apud ItaloB clarus in primii est. Ad quern TorquaU Ta$n 
dialogus extat de Amicitia scriptus; erat enim Tain ami* 
cUsimns; ah qtio etiam inter dampaniae prineipe» celebra- 
tur, in iUo poemateg cim tituhis Genualemme Congviitataj 
Ub. 20. 

Fra cayalier magnaniaiiy 6 oortesi 
Rispldnde it Manso .... 

If authorem yeapoli commorantem 9ummd hene0oUnti4 
proseeutus e«t, muUaque et cf ettiitt ^timomtattt offieia. Ad 
hunc itaque ho8pe$ ille antequam ah ea urbe diacederet^ ut 
ne ingratum t e oitenderet^ hoe carmen mhiU 

HAEC qaoqae, Manie, tuae meditaBtmr carmfiia hmdi 
Fierides, tibi. Manse, choro notiMime Phodlii, 
Quandoquidem ille alium haad aequo est dignatns hoDorOi 
Post Galii cineres , et Maeeenatis Hetrusei. 
Tn qaoqne, si nostrae tantmn ¥alet aura Camoenae, 
Victriees hederas inter lanrosqoe sedebis, 
Te pridem magno feUx coneordia Tasso 
Janxity et aetmis inscripsit nomiBa chartif* 
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Mox tibi duldloquum non insm Mnsa Marimun 

Tradidit, ille tunm diet se gaudet alnainnm, 

Dam canit Assyrioe divum proUxiu vaaorm^ 

RfoUig et Ausoniae stupefecit cannine njaphas^ 

Ille itidem moriens tibi soli debita rates 

Ossa tibi soli y supremaqae Tota reliqu^ 

Nee manes pietas taa chara fefellit amici. 

Vidimus arrideotem operoso ex aere poetaii* 

Nee satis hoc irismn est in Atramqne, et nee pia^ciMaa 

Officia in turaolo, cupis iategros rapere Oreo, 

Qnk potes, atque avidas Parcaram elodere leges: 

Amborum genus, et yaria sub sorte peractam 

Describis Titam, moresque, et dona Mioerirae; 

Aemnlus iUius Mycalen, qui natus ad altam 

Rettnlit Aeolii ritam facundus Homeri. 

Ergo ego te Clius et magni nomine Phoebi, 

Manse pater , jnbeo longnm saWerc per aevwn 

Missus Hyperboreo juvenis peregrinus ab axe. 

Nee tu longinquam bonus aspemabare Musam, 

Quae nuper gielidd, vix enutrita sub Arcto 

Impmdens Italas ansa est Toiitare per urbes* 

Nos etiam in nostro modulantes flumine cygaoe 

Credimus obscuras noctis sensisse per nml»as» 

Qua Thamesis late puris argenteus unlis • 

Oceani glaucos perfundit gurgite criaes. 

Quin et in has quoadara perrenit Tkjarus oras. 

Sed neque nos genus incultum, nee inutile Phoebo, 

Qui plaga septeno mundi sulcata Trione 

Brumalem patitur longa sub nocte Booten. 

Nos etiam colimus Phoebum , nos munera Phoebo 

Flaventes spicas, et lutea mala canistri<>, 

Halantemque crocum (perhibet nisi Tana vetiistas) 

Misfanns , et lectas Druidum de gente cboreaS| 

(Gens Druides antiqua sacris operata deorum 

Heroum laudes imitandaque gesta canebant) 

Hinc quoties fe^to cingunt altaria eantu 

Delo in herbosd Graiae de more puellae 

Garmintbus laetis raemorant Gorineida Ijf»xQ, 

FatidicAmque Upin, cum flavicom^ Heeaerge, 

Nuda Caledonio yariatas pcctora fuco. 

Fortunate senex, ergo quacunque per orbem 

Torquati decns, et noitaen celebrabitur ing^ns, 

Claraque perpetui succrescet fama Marini, 

Tu quoque in ora frequens yenies plausumque yirornm, 

Et parili cai^es iter immortale yolatu. 

Dicetur turn sponte tuos habttasae penates 

Cynthius , et famulas yenisse ad llmina Musas : 

At aon spdnte domum tamen idem , et regis adiyit 

Rura Pheretiadae coelo fugitiyus Apollo; 

Ille licet nagnum Aloiden snscoperat hospes ; 

Tantum ubi clamosos placuit yitare bubolcos, 

Nobile mansneti cessit Cbironis in antrum, 

Irrig^os inter saltus frondosaque tecta t 

Peneium prope rivura: ibi saepe sub ilice nig^ 

Ad citharae strepitom blandd prece yictus amici 



'^ 
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Exilii duros lenibat voce labores. 
Tain neqne ripa eno, barathro nee fixa sub imo 
Saxa steterc loco, nutat Trachima rape?. 
Nee sentit solitas, immania pondera, silvas, 
Emotaqae snis propcrant de collibns orni, 
Mulcenturque novo macnlosi carmine lynces. 
Diis, dilecte senex, te Japiter acquns oportet 
KascenteiD , et miti Icutrarit Inmine Phocbas, 
Atlflntisqne nepof; neque enim nisi ebaras ab ortu 
Iliis superis poterit magno favisse poetae. 
Hine iongaeva tibi lento gub flore senectos 
Vernat, et Aesoniot lueratnr yivida fasos, 
Nondum deeiduos serrans tibi frontis bonores. 
Ingeniamqae Tigens, et adultum mentis aeumen. 
O piihi si moa sers talem eoneedat amicum 
Phoeb&eos decorasse Tiros qui tarn bene ndrit. 
Si quando indieenas revoeabo in carmina reges, 
Arturamque etiam sub terris bella moTentem; 
Aut dicam invietae sociali foedere mensae 
Magnanimos Heroas, et CO modo spiritus adsit) 
Frangam Saxonicas Britonum sub Marte pbalanges. 
Tandem ubi non tacitae permensus tempera Titae, 
Anuornraque satnr cineri sua jura reBnqaam, 
Ille mihi lecto madidit astaret oeellis, 
Astanti sat erit, si dicam, sim tibi curae; 
Ille mens artus liventi morte solutos 
Cnraret parra eomponi moliiter uma. 
Forsitan et nostros ducat de marmiire Tultas^ 
Nectens ant Paphia mjrrti aut Pamasside lauri 
Fronde comas ^ at ego secnra pace quiescam. 
Turn quoque, si qua fides, si praemia certe bononun. 
Ipse ego eoelicolikm semotus in aethera diviim, 
Quo labor et mens pura Tehunt, atque ignea Tirtiis, 
Secreti haec aliqua mundi de parte videbo 
(Quantum fata sinunt) et tota mente sereAJUn 
Ridens purpureo sufiundar lumine Tultus, 
Et simni actherco plandam mihi laetos Olympo. 



EPITAPHIUM DAMONIS. 

ABGVMBITTIJH. 

Thyrnit et Damon e^utdem riciniae ptutoret , tadem •tutUm te- 
quuti k pueritid amtci erant , ut qui plurimum, Thyrait animi 
cautd profectua peregr^ de obitu Damonit nuncium accepit. Do- 
mum noatea reveraua, et rem ita eaae comperiena, ae auamque 
aolitudinem hoc carmine deplorat. Damonia autem aub peraond 
JUcintelligitur Carolua Deodatua ex urbe Hetruriae Luca pater- 
no (tenere oriundua, caetera Angina; ingenio, doctrintt, ciftria- 
ainuaque caeteria virtutibua, dum viveret^ juvenia egregiua. 

mMERIDES njmpbae (nam tos et Daphnin et Hylao, 
Et plorata diu meministis fata Bionis) 
Dicite Sicelieum Tbamesina per oppida carmen i 
Quas miser effudit Toces, quae marmmra Tbyrsis, 
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Et quibus aseiduit exercnit antra qnerdit, 
Flamioaque, fentetque yagos, nemorumqae recessna, 
Diim 8ibi praereptum queritur Dasiona, neque aUam 
Lacdbus exeniit noctem loca soia pererranf, 
Et jam bis yiridi surgebat culmns arista, 
Et totidem flaras numerabant horrea messes. 
Ex qao somtna dies tnlerat Damona sub umbras. 
Nee dam aderat Thyreis; pastorem scilicet iUuin 
Dulcis amor Musae Thusca retinebat in urbe. 
Ast nbi mens expleta domnm, pecoriitqae relicti 
Cura Tocat, simul assnetd sedeCque sub ulmo. 
Turn yerd amissum turn denique sentit amicum, 
Coepit et immenimm sic exonerare dolorem: 

Ite doraum impasti, domino jam non racat, agm. 
Hei milii ! quae terris , quae dicam numina coelo, 
Postquam te immiti rapuerunt funere, Damon! * 
Siccine nos linquis, tna sic sine nondne virtus 
' Ibit , et obscuris numero sociabitur umbris ? 
At non ille, animas Tirga qui dividit anrei^ 
Ista Telit, dignumque tui te ducat in agmen, 
Ignavumque procul pecus arceat omne silentt^m. 

Ite domum imparti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Quicquid erit, cert^ nisi me lupus ant^ videbit, 
Indeplorato non comroinucre sepulchre, 
Constabitque tuus tibi honos, longumque Tigebit 
Inter pastores; iUi tibi vota secundo 
Solvere post Daphnin , post Daphnin dicere laudes, 
Gaudebunt, dum rura Pales, dum Faunus amabit: 
Si quid id est, priscamque fidem coluisse, piumque, 
Paliadiasqne artes, sociumque habuisse canorum. 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non Tacat, agni. 
Hacc tibi ^certa manent, tibi eruot haee praemia, Damon, 
At mihi quid tandem ^et mod6 ? quis mihi fidos 
Haerebit later! comes, ut tn saepe solebas 
Frigoribus duris, et per loca foeta pminis 
Ant rapido sub sole, siti morientibus herbis? 
SIto «pu8 in magnos fuit eminus ire leones, 
Aut avidos terrere lupos praesepibus altis; 
Quis fando sopire diem, eantuqne solebit? 

Ite domum impasti , domino jam non vacat , agni. 
Pectora cui credam? quis me lenire docebit 
Mordaces curas, quis longam fallere noctem 
Dulcibus alloquiis, grato cum sibiiat igni 
MoUe pyroro, et nucibus strepitat focus, at mains auster 
Miscet cuncta fores, et desuper intonat nlmo? 
* Ite domum impasti, domino jam non Tacaty agni. 
Aut aestate, dies medio dum rertitur axe, 
Cum Pan aesculeil somnnm capit abditus umbr^ 
Et repetunt sub aquis sibi nota sedilia nympbae, 
Pastoresque latent, stertitsub sepe colonus;^ 
Quis mihi blanditiasque tuas, quis turn mihi risus, 
Cecropiosque sales referat, cultosque lepores? 

Ite domum impasti , domino jam non vacat , agni. 
At jam solus agros , jam pascua solns oberro, 
Sicubi ramotae desiantar Tallibiu umbrae. 
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Hie serum expeeto^ supra caput imber et Eurus 
Triste Bonant , £ractaeque agitata crepuscula sylvae* 

Ite domum impasti , domino jam non vacat , agni. 
Heu quam eulta mihi prius arva procacibus herbis 
luToWuntur) et ipsa situ seges alta fatiscitt 
Innuba neglecto marcescit et UTa racemo, 
Nee myrteta juvant; oTium quoquc taedet, at illae 
Moerent, inque suum couTertnnt ora magistrum^ 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Tityrus ad coryloi vocat, Alphesiboeus ad omos, 
Ad salices Aegon, ad flumina pnlcher Amyntas, 
<*Hic gelidi fontes, hie illita gramina musco, 
Hie Zephyri, hie placidas interstrepit arbutus undas;*' 
Ista canunt lurdo, frutices ego nactus abibam. 

Ite domum impasti , domino jam non Tacat , agni. 
Mopsus ad haec, nam me redeuntem forte notdrat» 
(Et callebat avum linguas, et sidera Mopsus) 
Thyrsi quid hoc? dixit, quae to coquit improba bilis? 
Aut te perdit amor, aut te mal^ fascinat astrum, 
Saturni grave saepe fuit pastorihns astrum, 
Intimaque obliquo figit praecordia plumbo. 

Ite domum impasti , domino jam, non vacat, agni* 
MiEiantur nymphae, et quid te, Thyrsi, futurum est? 
Quid tibi vis? aiunt, non haec solet esse juventae 
Nubila frons, oculique truces, Tultusqne seven, 
Ilia chores, lususque leves, et semper amorem 
Jure petit; bis ilie migf;r, qui ^erns ainaviL 

Ite domum impasti , duniinn JAm 11 on vacat , Bgni» 
Venit Hyas^ Dryop^qtic, et fUia Ban Lid in Aeg^Ie, 
Docta modos, citharactcjuc sciens, ^eU jierdlia fastU) 
Venit Idniiianii Ghloriii Ticuiii fluent! 1 
Nil me blanditiae , nil me soEuntifi Terba, 
Nil me, si quid adest, mo vet, aut 41 es iilla fatnri« 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non vacat, ag^« 
Heu mihi quam similes ludunt per prata jnvenci, 
Omnes nnanimi secum sibi lege sodalesl 
Nee magis hunc alio quisquam secernit amicum 
De grege, sic densi veniunt ad pabula flioes, 
Inque vicem hirsnti paribus jnnguntur on^^; 
Lex eadem pelagi, deserto in littore Protcns 
Agmina Phocarnm nnmerat, vilesque Tolucrum 
Passer habet semper quicum dt , et omnia drcmn 
Farra libens volitat, sero sua tecta revisens, 
Quem si sors letho objecit, seu milvus adunco 
Fata tulit rostro , seu strait arundine fossor, 
Protinus ille alium socio petit inde Tolatn. 
Nos durum genus, et diris exercita satis * 
Gens homines aliena animis, et pectore discors, 
Vix sibi quisque parem de millibus invenit unum^ 
Aut si sors dederit tandem non aspera votis, 
Ilium inopina dies , qu^ non sj^eraveris hor^ 
Surripit, aetemum linquens in saecula damnum. 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non Tacat, agni« 
Heu quis me ignotas traxit TSgus error in eras 
Ire per aereas rapes 9 Alpemque nivosam I 

R 



886 POEMATA. 

SaSBSa^SSSSaBBSS=SSBBS=S=SB=SSaBS 



Ecqnid erat tanti Romam Tidisae •epuUam, 
(QaamTis iUa foret, qaalem dam Tiseret olim, 
Titjros ipse snaa et OTes et rnra reliqnit;) 
Ut te tam dulci possem caniisse lodale, 
PMsem tot maria alta, tot interponere montes. 
Tot eylvas, tot saxa ^i, flaiioeqae fonantes! 
Ah certi extremum licaistet tangere dextram, 
Et bene oompositog placid^ morientis oceilos, 
JEt dixiwe, *^Tale, nostri memor ibis ad astra.^' 

Ite domimi impatti, domioo jam non Tacat,^ agni, 
Qaamqaam etiam TCBtri nonqiiam memiiiiffe pigebit, 
Pastores Thusci, Muib operata jaTentof, 
Hie Charis, atqae Lepos ; et Thusciit tu qooqae Damon^ 
Antiqud genua ande petis Lacamonis ab arbe. 
O ego quantufl eram, gelidi cum stvatns ad Arni 
Mnrmnra, populeumque nemiiSy qaa moUior herba, 
Carpere none Tiolas, none flummas carpere myxt08, 
£t potoi Lycidae certantem audire Menalcam, 
Ipse* etiam tentare ausus sum, nee pato malt6m 
Displicnii nam sunt et apod me muncra Testra 
Fifcellae, calathique, et cerea vlncla cicutae: 
Quia et nostra suas dpcnerunt nomina fagos 
£t Datis , et Francinns , eiant et Tocibus ambo 
£t stndiifl noti , Lydorura sauguinis ambo. 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non yacat, agni. 
Haec mihi tnm laeto dictabat roscida lona. 
Dam tolus teneros claudebam cratibns hoedos. 
Ah qnotiee dixi, cum te cinis ater habebat, 
Nunc canit, aut lepori nunc tendit retia Damon, 
Vimina nunc texit^ yarios sibi quod sit in usus! 
Et quae tum faciV sperabam mente fntura 
Arripui Toto levii , et praesentia finxi, 
Hens bone, nnmqiud agis? nisi te quid forte retardat, 
|mns? et argutd paulum recubamus in mnbr^ 
Aut ad aquas Colni, aut ubi jugera Cassibelauni? 
Tu mihi percurres medicos, tua gramina, succos, 
HellebonLimque, humil^que crocos, folidmque hyacintbi, 
Quasque habet ulk palus herbas, artesque medentdm* 
Ah pereant herl>ae , pereant artesque medentdm, 
Gramina, postquam ipsi nil profecdre magistro. 
Ipse etiam, nam nescio quid mihi grande sonabat 
Fistula, ab undccimd jam lux est mtera nocte, 
Et tum fortijD noiris adm6ram labra cicutisy 
Dissiluere tamen. raptfi compage, nee ultra 
Ferre graTes potuere sonos, duUto quoque, ne sim 
Turgidulus, tamen et referam, tos cedite, syWae. 

Ite domum i^pasti, domino jam non Tacat, agni. 
Ipse ego Dardanias Rutupina per aequora puppes 
Dicam, et Pandrasidos regnum Tetus Inogemae, 
Rrennumque AmgaMmque duces, prisc6mque Belimmi, 
Et tandem Armoricos Britonnm sub lege colonos; 
Tum gravidam Arturo fataU fraude logemeni 
Mendaces \ultus, assumptaqne Gorlois arma, 
Merlini doUju. O mihi tum si Tita supersit, 
Tu procul 9mQ99> pendebls^ llstula, finn 
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Multam oblita mihi, ant patriis mutata Camoenis 
Brittonicnm strides, qoid enim? omnia non licet obi, 
Nod sper^e ani licet omnia , mi s&tis ampla 
Merces, et mihi grande decui (sim ignotns in aeyam 
Tom licet, externo penitosque inglorms orbi) 
Si me flaTa comas legat Usa, et potor Alauni, 
Vorticibnsque freqnens Abra , et nemus omne Treantae, 
Et Tbamesis mens ante omnes, et fnsca metalUs 
Tamara, et extremis me discant Orcades undis. 

Ite domnm impasti , domino jam non Tacat, agni. 
Haec tibi serrabam lentd sub cortice lanri, 
Haec, et plora simul, tnm quae mihi pocula Mansns, 
Blansos , Chalcidipae non ultima gloria ripae, 
Bina dedit , mimm a^s opus , mirandos et ipse, 
£t circum gemino caelaverat argnmento: 
In medio rubri maris nnda, -et odoriferum ver, 
Xiittora longa Arabom, et sudantes balsaroa sylvae^ 
Has inter Phoenix , diiiDa avis, miica terrls 
Caeroleiim fdlgens diversicoloribns alis 
Aororam Titreis surgentem respicit ondis. 
Parte alia polos omnipatecs, et magnos Olympns, 
Quis pntet? hie quoque Amor, pictaeque in nube pharetrai^ 
Anna corasca faces, et spicnla tincta pyropo; 
Nee tennes animas, pectdsqne ignobile Tolgi 
Hinc ferit, at circ^moi flammantia lamina torqnens. 
Semper in erectnm spargit sua tela per orbes 
bnpiger, et pronos nnnqoam collimat ad ictns, 
Hinc mentes ardere sacrae, formaeqne deorom. 

Ta qnoque in his, nee me fallit spes Inbrica, Damon, 
Ta quoqae in his certd es, nam qu6 tna dulcis abiret 
Sanct^que simplicitas, nam qa6 tna Candida Tirtns? 
Nee te Lethaeo fas quaesivisse sab orco. 
Nee tibi conTeniont lacrymae, nee flebimas oltrft, 
Ite procol lacrymae, porom colit aethera Damon, 
Aethera paras habet , plaviam pede reppalit arcom ; 
Heroumqoe animas inter, diy^sqae perennes, 
Aethereos haarit latices et gaaua potat 
Ore sacro. Qain ta, coeli post jara recepta, 
Doxter ades , placid^oo faTe qaicanqae TOcariS| 
Sea ta noster eris Damon, siTe aeqaior aadis 
Diodotasy qao te diTino nomine coocti 
Coelicolae ndrint, sylTisqae Tocabere Damon. 
Qaod tibi parpareos pudor , et side labe javentus 
Grata fdit, qa6d nulla tori libata Toluptas, 
En etiam tibi Tirginei servantur honores; 
Ipse caput nitidom cinctas rutilante corona, 
Laetiqae frondentis gestans nmbracala palmae 
Aetemum perages immortales hymenaeos; 
Cantos obi, choreisque fdrit lyra mista beatis, 
Festa Sionaeo bacchantor et Orgia Thyrso. 
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JiN. 23, 164(S. 

AB 

JOANNEM ROUSIUM, 

0X01VIX1V8IS ACADBHIIX BIBl^IOTHEO AIEII VM. 

De Hbro poemalum amiisOf quern ille sihi denuo mitti poatu- 

labatj^ut cum aUis nostris in BibUotheca puhlica 

reponeretf ode* 

•T&OPHB I. 

Gbhbllb GDlta Bimplici gaudens liber, 

Fronde licet gemin^ 

Mnnditi^qae nitens non operossl, • 

Qaam manus attulit <• 

Juvenilis olim, 

Sednla tamen hand nimii poetae; 

Dam ▼agus Ausonias nunc per umbras. 

Nunc Britannica per Tireta lusit 

Insons populi barbit6que devius 

Indulsit patrio, mox itidem pectine Daunio 

liOnginquum intonuit melos 

Vicinis, et humum tix tedgit pede: 

ANTISTROPHB. 

Qiiis te, parre liber, quia te fratribus 
Subdnxit reliquis dolo ? 
Cum tu missus ab urbe, 
Docto jugiter obsecrante amico, 
Iliustre t^debaa iter 
Thamesis ad incunabula 
Caerulei patris. 
Pontes ubi limpidi 
Aonidum, thyasusque sacer 
Orbi notus per immensos 
Temporum lapsus redeunte coelo, 
Cdeberque futurus in aerum. 

STBOPHB II. 

Mod6 quis deus, ant editus deo 

Pristinam gentis miseratus indolem 

(Si satis noxas luimus priores, 

Mollique luxu def;ener otium) 

ToUat nefandos ciTium tumultus, 

Almaque rerocet studia sanctus, 

Et relegatas sine sede Musas 

Jam pen6 totis finibus Angligeniim; 

Inunnndasque Tolucret 

Ungoibns imminentes 

Figat Apoiline^ pharetr^ 

Phin^amque abigat pestem procul amne Fegas^o, 

antistrophe; 
Quia tu, libelle, nuntii licet mal^ 
Fide, Tel oscitanti^ 
Semd erraverifl agmine fratrum, 
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Sea quia te teneat q^ecne^ 
Seu qua te latebra, forsan nnde irili 
Callo tcr^ris institorig insulsi^ 
Ijaetare felix, en itenim tibi 
Spes nova fdlget^ posse profund^m 
Fugere Lethen, yehiqae snperam 
In JoTifl ^ulain , remige pennd : 

8T&0FHB in. 
Nam te Rousius sui 
Optat pecull 9 minier6que justo 
Sibi poUicitam queritur abesse, 
Rogatqae Tenias ille ^ cujus inclyta 
Sunt data Tirdin monumenta cnrae: 
T^qne adytis etiam sacris 
Volnit leponi, quibui et iqpse praesideft 
Aeternorum operum custos fidelis, 
Quaesterque gazae nobiliorisy 
Quam cni praefuit Ion, 
Clams Ereditheides, 
Opulenta del per templa parentis, 
Fulvosque tripodas, donaque Delphicay 
ion Actae^ genitus Creusd. 

autistbophb. 
Ergo, ta ynseie lucos 
' Musarum ibis amoenos; 
Diamque Fhoebi rursns ibia in domum ^ 
Oxoni^ quam yalle colit 
Delo posthabits^ 
Bifiddque Famassi jugos 
Ibis honestusy 

Fostquam egregianr tn qnoque sortem 
Nactus abis, dextri prece sollicitatut amici. 
lllic logins inter alta nomina , 

Authorum, Graiae simnl et Latinae 
Antiqua gentis lamina, et Terum decos. 

BPODOS. 

Vos tandem hand vacui mei labores, 

Quicquid hoc sterile fudit ingenium. 

Jam serd placidam sperare jubeo , 

Ferfunctam inTidid requiem | gedeiqae beataf 

Quas bonus Hernies, 

Et tutela dabit solers Bousi, 

Quo neque lingua procax Tulgi penetrabit, atque long^ 

Turba legentum praTa facesset; 

At ultimi nepotes, ^ ' 

Et cordatior aetas 

Judicia rebus aequiora forsitan 

Adhibebit integro sinu. 

Tum, liTore sepulto. 

Si quid meremur lana posteritaa sciet 

Roiisio fftTente. 
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Ode triboB constat Streplus , totid^mqne Antbtrophig, 
und dennmi Epodo clansis , quas , tamctsi omnca nee rer- 
Bunm numero , nee certis ubiqae colis exacts respondeant, 
ita tamen ■ecuimoB , commode legend! poti^, qvAm ad 
antiques concinendi modes rationem spectantes. Alioqniii 
hoc genns rectius fortasse dici monosbrophicum debuerat. 
Metra partim sunt xttrce cxiaiv^ par^n anoXsXvfiivcc. 
Phalencia quae sunt , Spondaeom tertio loco bis admUtant^ 
quod idem in gecondo loco Catollas ad libitum fecit 



AD * . • 

CHRI S TIN AM, 

SITBCOKUBI BBGINAU NOMINB C&OHWB&I^X. 

BBtLiPOTBivs Virgo , septem Regina Trionum, 

Christiana, Arctoi lucida stelUi poli, 
Cemis, quas merui dura sub casside rngas> 

Utque senex armis impiger ora texo; 
luTia fatorum dum per yestigia niter, 

Exequor et populi fortia jussa mana. 
Ast tibi submittit frontem reTcrentior umbra; 

Nee sunt hi Tultus BegibOB usque traces. 
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ITALIAN POEMS. 

L 

Donna leggiadra il cni bel nome honora 
L'herbosa val di Rheno, e ii nobil Tarco, 
Bane h colui d'ogni Talore scarco 
Qaal too spirto gentil non innamoray 

Che dolcemente mostra si di foora 
De sui atti soayi giamai parco, 
£ i don' , che son d'amor saette ed arco, 
La onde 1' alta toa virtu s'infiora. 

Quando to yaga parli, o lieto canti 
Che mover possa duro alpestre legno 
Goardi ciascon a gli occhi, ed a gli orecdii 

L'entrata, che di te si truova indegno; 
Gratia sola di sa gli vaglia, ioanti 
Che '1 difiio amoroso al caor B'invecchi. 



n. 

QvAL in coUe atpro, al imlnrnnir di sera 
L'avezza giovinetta pastorella 
Va bagnando Therbetta strana e bella 
Che mal si spande a disnsata spera 

Fuor di sna natia alma primavera, 
Cosi Amor meco insu la lingna snella 
Desta ii^ fior novo di strania favella, 
Mentre io di te, vezzosamente altera. 

Canto, dal mio boon popol non inteso 
£ '1 bel Tamigi cangio eol bel Amo. 
Amor lo volse, ed io a Taltrni peso 

Seppi ch' Amor cosa mai volse indamo. 
Deh ! foss' ii mio cuor lento e 1 duro 
A chi pianta dal del si boon terreno. 



OAHZOITB. 

RiDONSi donne e giovani amorosi 
M' accostandosi attomo, e perche scrivi, 
Perche to scrivi in lingua ignpta e strana 
Verseggiando d' amor, e come t'osi? 
Dinne , se la toa speme sia mai vana, 
£ de pensierilo miglior t' arrivi; 
Cosi mi van bnrlando, altri rivi 
Altri lidi t'aspettan, ed altre onde 
Nolle cui verdi sponde 
Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la toa chioma 
L' immortal gniderdon d' eteme firondi 
Perche alle spalle toe soverchia somaP 
Canzon dvotti, e to per me rispondi 
Dice mia Donna, e '1 suo dir, e il mio cuore 
^esta e lingua di cui si vanta Amore. 



SOT ITALIANPO EM S. 

IIL 

DiOBATiy e te 1 dir6 con marayiglia, 
Qael ritroso io ch' amor spregg^ar solea 
£ de saoi lacd spesso mi ridea 
Gik caddiy ot^ huom dabben talhor s'impiglia. 

Ne treccie d' oro, ne g^ancia venniglia 
M' abbaglian si, ma sotto noya idea 
Pellegrina bellezza cbe 1 cuor bea, 
Portamenti aid honesti, e nelle ciglia 

Qael gensno ftilgor d' amabil nero. 
Parole adome di lingua pin d'una, 
£ '1 cantar cfae di mezzo rhemispero 

TraTiar ben pud la faticosa Luna, 
£ degli occhi suo! aurenta si gran faoco 
Che rincerar gli orecchi mi fia poco. 

IV. 

Per certo i be! Tostr* occhi , Donna mia 
Esser non pud che non sian lo mio sole 
Si mi percuoton forte, come ei suole 
F&c Tarene di Libia chi g'inTia, 

Mentre an caldo Taper (ne sent! pria) 
Da quel lato si spinge oTe mi duole, 
Che forse amanti nelle lor parole 
Chiankan sospir; io non so che si sia; 

Parte rinchinsa, e turbida si cela 
ScosBO mi 11 petto, e poi n' uscendo poco 
Qnivi d'attomo o s'ag^hiaccia, o s'inglela; 

Ma qnanto a gli occhi giunge a trorar loco 
Tutte le notti a me euol far pioTose 
Finche mia Alba rivien colma di rose. 



GiOTAifE piano, e semplicetto amante 
Poi che faggir me stesso in dubbio sono, 
Madonna a Toi del mio cuor Thumil done 
Faro diyoto ; io certo a prove tante 

I/hebbi fedele , intrepido, costante, 
De pensieri leggiadro , accorto , e bnono ; 
Qnaiido rugge il gran mondo, e scocca U tuono, 
S'arma di se, e d' intero diamante, 

Tanto del forse, e d' invidia sicuro, 
Di timori, e speranze al popol use 
Quanto d'ingegno, e d'alto valor vago, 

E di cetra sonora, e delle muse: 
Sol troverete in tal parte men duro 
Oye Amor mise Finsanabil ago. 
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